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PREFACE 

This  book  is  not  the  work  of  one  individual.  It  has  been  made  possible 
through  the  efforts  of  many  who  have  given  their  time  and  talents  to 
compile  this  history  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church,  Woodleaf.  It  began 
with  the  recognition  that  the  two  hundred  years  of  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Unity  church  needed  to  be  properly  recorded.  It  continued  with  a 
small  group  coming  together  in  January  1986  —  on  one  of  the  coldest 
nights  of  the  year  —  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a  written  history  pre- 
pared prior  to  our  Bicentennial  Homecoming  in  July  of  1988.  It  gained 
momentum  with  the  appointment  of  a  Bicentennial  Committee  by  our 
Session  in  1987.  This  Committee,  comprised  of  Barron  Moore,  chair- 
man; Michael  Belk,  Janet  Brown,  David  Henry,  Willie  Perrell,  Ray  Shy- 
tie,  Jane  Watson,  Spence  Wetmore,  Mary  Lou  Williams,  and  Kate  Wil- 
son, recommended  to  the  Session  that  one  of  the  projects  for  the  Bicen- 
tennial year  be  the  writing  and  printing  of  the  church's  history.  This 
recommendation  was  approved,  and  the  work  of  writing  the  story  of 
Unity  and  its  people  began  in  earnest. 

This  book  has  become  a  reality  due  to  the  unselfish  efforts  of  those 
now  about  to  be  mentioned  —  and  many  others  who  contributed  their 
information,  memories,  and  insights  to  those  who  finally  put  this  book 
together  in  the  form  you  see.  And  now,  pushing  aside  the  fear  that  I  may 
unintentionally  leave  out  one  whose  name  and  contribution  should  be 
included  here,  I  express  my  deep  appreciation  for  the  assistance  given 
by  the  following  persons. 

First,  I  wish  to  thank  Ray  Shytle,  for  without  his  invaluable  work 
providing  complete  cemetery  records,  researching  family  connections, 
and  providing  technical  assistance,  this  book  could  not  have  been  writ- 
ten. He  has  spent  countless  hours  researching,  compiling,  interviewing 
and  writing,  and  the  information  he  has  gathered  will  be  invaluable  to 
members  and  friends  of  Unity  for  generations  to  come. 

Secondly,  I  want  to  thank  Jackie  Henry,  my  wife,  for  her  persistence  in 
tracking  down  information  on  our  earliest  elders,  and  for  providing  us 
with  a  detailed  look  at  the  land  holdings  surrounding  Unity  when  it  was 
first  established.  She  wrote  the  chapter  entitled,  "A  Meeting  House 
Built". 

Thirdly,  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Jane  Watson,  Unity's 
resident  historian.  Jane's  love  for  history,  her  love  for  this  church  and  its 
traditions,  and  her  ability  to  remember  and  share  those  traditions,  have 
added  immensely  to  this  volume.  Her  encouragement  and  help  with 
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details  throughout  this  project  have  been  a  real  blessing. 

Thanks  also  are  due  to  Barron  Moore,  chairman  of  the  Bicentennial 
Committee,  for  his  encouragement,  and  willingness  to  do  whatever 
asked  —  even  when  it  meant  gently  reminding  some  of  our  writers  of 
their  deadlines;  to  Miriam  Williams  for  providing  us  with  information  on 
the  two  Lyerly  "sons  of  Unity",  and  other  Lyerly  family  information;  to 
Fred  Williams,  for  his  energy,  time  and  talent  used  in  drawing  the  ceme- 
tery map;  to  Joy  Brown  and  Mildred  Perrell  for  their  typing  skills  and 
willingness  to  devote  them  to  this  project;  to  Mary  Lou  Williams  and 
Mary  (Wetmore)  Cole  Moore  for  proofreading  and  providing  other  spe- 
cial assistance;  and  to  Frankie  Greer  Monteith,  for  compiling  the  bap- 
tism and  membership  records  by  spending  countless  hours  reading 
through  our  old  Session  records. 

Appreciation  is  also  expressed  to  Rev.  Joseph  Armfield,  Rev.  Malcolm 
Bullock,  Miss  Catherine  Brazell,  Rev.  Frank  Collier,  Miss  Louise  Flem- 
ing, Rev.  Walter  Fleming,  Mr.  Wilson  Fleming,  Dr.  Hugh  Lee  McKinney, 
Rev.  Alan  Wells,  and  Kim  and  Dickie  Myers  for  writing  their  "story"  for 
publication  here;  and  to  Linda  Bailey  for  writing  the  story  of  Miss  Helen 
Bailey's  life;  Doug  Wilkerson  for  writing  the  story  of  the  life  and  mission 
work  of  his  parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Wilkerson;  and  Phoebe  and 
Nathan  Oplinger  for  providing  information  about  their  father. 

I  want  to  say  also  that  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  previous  historians, 
whose  works  provided  us  with  much  of  the  information  on  the  pages  to 
follow.  These  include  Mr.  B.  R.  Brown,  who  wrote  a  brief  history  of  Unity 
in  1936;  Mr.  James  W.  Wall  who  wrote  A  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  ofMocksville,  North  Carolina  in  1963;  the  Reverend  John  Kerr 
Fleming  who  wrote  Historic  Third  Creek  Church  in  1967;  Mr.  Claude 
Fisher  Thomason,  Sr.  who  wrote  History  of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church 
in  1977;  and  Mr.  Neill  Roderick  McGeachy  who  wrote  Confronted  By 
Challenge:  A  History  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  1795-1973.  This  list 
should  also  include  the  devoted  clerks  of  Unity's  Session,  who  recorded 
the  minutes  of  Session  meetings  with  diligence  and  accuracy. 

To  the  many  others  who  contributed  to  this  work  through  information 
provided  to  the  writers,  and  through  your  participation  in  the  life  and 
ministry  of  Unity,  my  heartfelt  thanks  is  given.  My  love  for  history  and 
for  Unity  Church  has  grown  through  this  writing,  and  through  my  associ- 
ation with  you. 

And  lastly,  I  express  my  appreciation  to  my  family,  who  have  put  up 
with  long  hours  of  husband  and  father  sitting  at  the  typewriter  or  search- 
ing through  books,  when  he  could  have  been  spending  time  with  them. 
Their  understanding  and  patience  is  deeply  appreciated. 

Dr.  David  L.  Henry 
Pastor 

Unity  Presbyterian  Church 
May,  1988 
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INTRODUCTION 

Where  to  begin?  That  has  been  the  question  ever  since  the  informal 
decision  to  write  the  history  of  Unity  for  our  Bicentennial  celebration 
was  made  several  years  ago.  It  is  difficult  to  know  where  to  start,  what  to 
include,  and  how  far  to  go  back  in  "our  history."  Unity  Church  did  not 
just  "spring  up"  out  of  the  ground  two  hundred  years  ago.  Those  men 
and  women  who  first  built  a  meeting  house  and  established  a  church 
called  Unity  in  1788  did  so  out  of  a  strong  desire  to  worship  Almighty 
God.  They  had  come  to  the  "back  country"  of  North  Carolina  in  search 
of  cheaper,  more  fertile,  less  crowded  land  —  and  the  journey  for  most 
of  them  had  been  a  long  and  difficult  one.  It  can  be  traced  up  the  great 
Philadelphia  Wagon  Road  —  the  road  on  which  they  travelled  as  they 
left  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  moved  westward  through  Lancaster  and 
York,  crossed  the  Potomac  River  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley  at  William's 
Ferry,  and  proceeded  southward  through  the  Virginia  Valley  into  the 
fertile  areas  beyond  the  Yadkin  River.  But  the  journey  can  be  traced  back 
even  further,  for  many  of  these  were  Scotch-Irish  folks  who  had  left  the 
province  of  Ulster  in  Ireland  because  of  horrible  economic,  social  and 
religious  conditions  there.  And  these  Scots  were  in  Northern  Ireland 
because  King  James  I  of  England  and  Scotland  offered  them  cheap  land 
in  northern  Ireland  —  as  away  of  getting  them  out  of  Scotland,  where  he 
considered  them  troublemakers  because  they  were  Presbyterian.  They 
were  Presbyterians  because  of  the  work  of  John  Knox  in  Scotland,  a  man 
who  studied  under  the  great  Reformer  John  Calvin,  and  .  .  .  We  could 
trace  the  journey  all  the  way  back  to  Christ  himself,  the  great  foundation 
and  cornerstone  of  the  Church.  Which  is  to  say  that  it  is  difficult  to  know 
where  to  start  the  history  of  the  life  and  people  of  Unity  Presbyterian 
Church,  Woodleaf,  North  Carolina. 

The  decision  has  been  made  to  begin  this  work  with  a  brief  sketch  of 
that  branch  of  the  16th  century  Reformation  known  as  Presbyterianism, 
particularly  the  work  of  John  Calvin.  Also,  a  brief  account  will  be  given 
of  the  journey  of  the  adherents  of  Calvinism  from  mainland  Europe, 
through  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  on  to  the  new  country  of  America,  and 
from  their  port  of  entry  to  the  back  country  of  North  Carolina,  west  of 
the  Yadkin  River.  These  accounts  will  provide  a  background  for  this 
written  history  of  the  first  two  hundred  years  of  the  people  and  ministry 
of  Unity. 

This  work  is  not  an  exhaustive  history  of  Unity,  partially  because  of  the 
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deadline  which  needed  to  be  set  in  order  to  have  it  completed  during  our 
Bicentennial  year,  and  partially  because  history  is  still  "being  made" 
even  as  these  words  are  printed.  It  is  our  intention  to  continue  our 
research,  and  to  print  new  findings  in  our  church  newsletter  and  other 
publications.  For  those  who  love  history,  as  we  do,  the  task  of  research  is 
enjoyable,  particularly  —  for  us  —  as  it  pertains  to  Unity. 

We  ask  you,  the  reader,  for  your  help.  If  you  find  errors  in  this  work,  or 
have  further  information,  we  would  greatly  appreciate  your  bringing  it 
to  our  attention.  The  history  of  Unity  is  like  a  many-sided  jewel.  We  have 
revealed  some  of  those  sides  for  your  inspection  and  delight,  and  cherish 
your  help  in  unveiling  those  which  have  not  yet  been  uncovered. 

We  invite  you  now  to  take  a  journey  with  us,  from  France  in  the  year 
1509  to  the  back  country  of  North  Carolina  in  1788  to  the  community  of 
Woodleaf  in  the  year  1988.  We  invite  you  to  celebrate  the  love  for  God 
and  dedication  to  His  church  expressed  in  many  ways  throughout  these 
past  two  hundred  years  by  the  people  of  Unity.  And  most  importantly, 
we  invite  you  to  make  this  a  springboard  into  the  future,  as  together  we 
begin  the  third  century  of  this  church  called  Unity. 

Two  hundred  years  we've  been  the  light 

Throughout  the  years  we've  been  the  voice, 

His  Word  we've  spread  from  Unity, 

Guide  us  O  Lord,  by  Your  own  choice. 


FROM  CALVIN  TO  THE  BACK  COUNTY 

The  branch  of  the  mighty  tree  known  as  Christianity  which  concerns 
us  here  is  that  which  is  known  as  "Presbyterian".  However,  to  under- 
stand our  Presbyterian  heritage,  we  must  briefly  speak  of  the  beginnings 
of  the  Reformation  which  occurred  in  the  16th  century.  On  October  31, 
1517,  Martin  Luther,  a  Roman  Catholic  monk  nailed  ninety-five  theses 
to  the  door  of  the  Castle  Church  in  Wittenburg,  Germany.  These  ninety- 
five  theses  were  a  list  of  difficulties  Luther  had  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  His  hope  was  that  the  powers  within  the  Church  would  make 
some  changes  which  would  make  the  faith  more  accessible  to  the  people. 
Instead,  these  were  rejected,  and  changes  did  not  occur.  Luther  did  not 
give  up  his  quest  to  "reform"  the  church,  and  his  action  set  in  motion  a 
reaction  against  the  whole  order  of  medieval  Catholicism,  which  eventu- 
ally shook  the  church  at  its  roots,  and  led  to  a  widespread  reconstruction 
or  "reformation"  of  the  Church. 

Shortly  after  Luther's  initial  protest,  Huldrich  Zwingli  undertook  a 
thoroughgoing  revision  of  religious  life  in  the  city  of  Zurich,  Switzer- 
land. In  many  ways  he  and  his  colleagues  advocated  changes  more  radi- 
cal then  Luther.  Zwingli's  leadership  was  cut  short  by  his  death  in  battle 
in  1531,  but  other  able  men  emerged,  including  John  Calvin,  often 
referred  to  as  the  "father  of  Presbyterianism". 

Calvin  was  born  in  Noyon,  France,  fifty  miles  northeast  of  Paris,  on 
July  10,  1509.  As  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  University  of  Paris, 
where  he  studied  Latin,  logic,  and  philosophy  with  such  self-forgetful 
diligence  that  he  permanently  impaired  his  health.  Later  he  studied  law 
under  the  greatest  professors  in  France,  and  then  turned  to  the  study  of 
classical  literature  —  all  of  which  influenced  his  later  writings. 

Sometime  in  late  1533  or  early  1534,  Calvin  was  converted  to  Protes- 
tanism.  Within  a  matter  of  months  his  new-found  convictions  got  him 
into  trouble  as  he  was  suspected  —  quite  properly  —  of  being  the  ghost 
writer  of  an  all-too-Protestant  address  given  by  a  friend  who  had  been 
elected  rector  of  the  University  of  Paris,  and  soon  Calvin  found  it  neces- 
sary to  flee  for  his  life. 

In  the  spring  of  1536,  he  published  a  little  book  entitled  The  Institutes 
of  the  Christian  Religion,  which  was  his  effort  to  explain  Protestantism  in 
a  systematic  fashion. He  continued  to  revise  this  work  so  that  it  eventual- 
ly became  two  large  volumes,  and  continues  to  be  an  important  "text- 
book" for  Presbyterians.  The  publication  of  this  book  determined  the 


course  of  his  life.  After  writing  it  he  had  to  travel  from  place  to  place, 
avoiding  danger.  In  August,  1536,  he  stopped  at  an  inn  in  Geneva  Swit- 
zerland. He  was  on  his  way  to  Strassburg,  where  he  hoped  to  find  a  quiet 
place  to  live,  and  lead  a  life  as  a  scholar.  But  God  had  different  plans  for 
him! 

What  Calvin  intended  to  be  a  one  night  stay  turned  into  a  life  of 
ministry  to  the  city  of  Geneva.  William  Farel,  a  fiery  reformer  in  Geneva, 
came  to  visit  Calvin,  and  invited  him  to  stay  in  that  city.  Calvin  writes 
that  "then  Farel,  finding  he  gained  nothing  by  entreaties,  besought  God 
to  curse  my  retirement  and  the  tranquility  of  my  studies  if  I  should 
withdraw  and  refuse  to  give  assistance  when  the  necessity  was  so  urgent. 
By  this  imprecation  I  was  so  struck  with  terror  that  I  desisted  from  the 
journey  I  had  undertaken."1  Calvin  thus  began  his  work  in  Geneva  on 
September  1,  1536,  preaching,  preparing  a  master  plan  for  the  moral 
and  spiritual  renovation  of  the  city,  and  writing.  He  wrote  a  Confession 
of  Faith,  a  Catechism,  and  a  Book  of  Discipline,  which  was  approved  by 
the  City  Council  and  proclaimed  the  constitution  of  the  city.  After  a 
smooth  start,  some  citizens  of  the  city  decided  to  stand  against  Calvin. 
He  had  to  leave  for  a  couple  of  years,  but  then  returned  to  resume  the 
task  that  would  occupy  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Calvin's  understanding  of  church  government,  based  on  the  New  Tes- 
tament, was  that  it  was  to  be  representative.  He  proclaimed  that  church 
officers  should  be  designated  as  elders,  pastors,  teachers,  and  deacons  as 
found  in  the  New  Testament.  Each  officer  was  to  be  chosen  by  the 
community  of  believers  to  exercise  authority  in  their  particular  area  of 
responsibility.  This  pattern,  established  in  the  1540s  by  Calvin,  contin- 
ues to  be  the  Presbyterian  system  today. 

Foremost  in  Calvin's  belief  system  was  his  concept  of  the  sovereignty 
of  God.  Calvin  believed  that  although  an  infinite  distance  separates  us 
from  God,  yet  He  is  near  —  in  very  event  and  individual  experience.  In 
Calvin's  view,  God  has  power  to  create,  sustain,  and  direct  this  world. 

Calvin  also  believed  strongly  in  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  that 
the  Bible  was  a  guide  for  understanding  God,  and  the  complex  universe 
He  created.  From  the  Scriptures  Calvin  developed  his  theology  of  "sal- 
vation by  grace  through  faith"  which  was  a  hallmark  of  his  teachings.  In 
Calvin's  view  we  are  justified  by  faith  alone. 

Calvin's  ideas  and  writings  shaped  Presbyterianism.  His  theology,  his 
teaching  on  morality  and  ethics,  and  his  system  of  church  government 
continue  to  influence  Presbyterianism  today. 

Calvinism,  according  to  Walter  L.  Lingle,  was  "clearly  not  foreor- 
dained to  be  the  possession  of  the  city  of  Geneva  alone."2  Calvin's  ideas 
on  theology  and  church  polity  soon  spread  throughout  Europe  —  to 
France,  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  and  eventually  across  the  waters  to 
Scotland.  The  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  goes  back 
to  the  heroic  missionary  named  Columba  who  came  in  563  A.D.  to  the 


island  of  Iona,  off  the  west  coast  of  Scotland.  There  he  established  a 
Christian  center  from  which  he  undertook  the  evangelization  of  main- 
land Scotland.  His  efforts  were  quite  successful;  however,  by  the  eve  of 
the  Reformation,  Scottish  religion  was  notorious  for  its  ignorance,  super- 
stition, and  wickedness  in  high  places. 

When  the  Reformation  came  to  Scotland  it  was  greeted  with  hostility. 
Roman  Catholic  officials  persecuted  Protestant  supporters.  Soon  a  man 
by  the  name  of  John  Knox  arose  as  a  leader  among  the  Protestants. 
However,  he  was  arrested,  and  spent  a  year  on  a  French  galley  ship. 
When  released  he  fled  to  England,  then  on  to  Geneva  where  he  spent 
three  years  with  John  Calvin.  Yet  his  great  love  was  Scotland,  and  he 
yearned  to  return  to  his  native  soil. 

In  1559,  he  was  able  to  return  to  Scotland.  In  August  of  1560,  the 
Scottish  parliament,  persuaded  by  Knox,  officially  renounced  Roman 
Catholicism  and  adopted  the  Reformed  faith  for  Scotland.  In  December 
of  that  same  year  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Scottish  church  was 
organized  under  Knox's  leadership.  Just  as  Protestantism  was  gaining  in 
Scotland,  Mary  Stuart  arrived  from  France  to  take  her  throne  as  queen  of 
Scotland.  Having  been  raised  in  a  Roman  Catholic  home,  Mary  had  been 
married  to  King  Francis  II  of  France  in  1558.  He  died  two  years  later, 
and  the  eighteen-year-old  queen  returned  to  Scotland.  Immediately  she 
had  a  mass  celebrated,  which  incurred  the  anger  of  Knox.  He  preached 
against  the  mass,  and  was  summoned  by  the  queen.  They  engaged  in  a 
verbal  war  for  awhile,  and  then  her  own  misdeeds  brought  her  downfall, 
and  with  it  Protestantism  was  firmly  established  in  Scotland. 

In  1603,  James  VI  of  Scotland  became  King  of  England  also,  under  the 
title  of  James  I.  From  that  date  until  the  twentieth  century,  England  and 
Scotland  have  been  under  the  same  ruler.  With  the  succession  of  rulers 
on  the  throne,  Presbyterianism  was  sometimes  tolerated,  sometimes 
even  declared  the  official  religion  of  Scotland  (1688  by  William  III),  and 
often  times  put  down  and  persecuted.  But  it  was  under  James  I  (men- 
tioned above)  that  the  next  dramatic  step  of  Presbyterians  toward  the 
"new  world"  took  place. 

Several  years  before  James  I  took  the  throne,  a  powerful  rebellion 
broke  out  in  Ulster,  Ireland.  The  Irish  rebels  were  defeated,  and  their 
land  taken  by  the  crown.  When  James  I  took  the  throne,  he  invited 
colonists  from  Scotland  and  England  to  settle  these  confiscated  lands, 
and  the  Scots  responded  so  enthusiastically  that  very  soon  the  popula- 
tion of  northern  Ireland  was  quite  Scottish.  It  was  these  folks  —  Scots 
living  in  northern  Ireland  —  that  became  known  as  the  Scotch-Irish. 

The  English  Church,  which  was  Episcopalian  at  the  time,  enjoyed 
official  supremacy  in  Ireland,  but  felt  overwhelmed  by  the  rush  of  Scot- 
tish newcomers,  who  were  a  mixture  of  Presbyterians  and  unchurched. 
Presbyterian  ministers  from  Scotland  came  over  to  work  among  the 
people.  Charles  I,  the  son  of  James  I,  and  the  next  King  of  England, 


attempted  to  destroy  this  Scotish-Irish  Presbyterianism  by  imprisoning 
many  and  pulling  down  the  homes  of  others.  Charles  II  continued  the 
policy  of  persecution.  He  offered  Presbyterian  ministers  the  choice  of 
becoming  Episcopalians  or  being  debarred  from  their  pulpits.  He  im- 
posed a  sacramental  test  excluding  all  Presbyterians  from  positions  of 
trust  under  the  crown.  Presbyterian  teachers  found  it  virtually  impossi- 
ble to  keep  their  schools  open,  and  Presbyterians  were  subject  to  pros- 
ecution in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  if  they  ventured  to  be  married  by 
Presbyterian  parsons.  Soon  the  English  government  began  to  enact  op- 
pressive measures  against  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  this  implant- 
ed stronghold  of  dissenters.  And  when  the  leases  on  the  land  they  were 
farming  expired,  they  discovered  that  the  landlords  were  doubling  and 
trebling  the  rents.  The  situation  in  Ulster  was  becoming  intolerable. 
Many  of  those  persecuted  sought  refuge  in  the  new  world.  In  1683,  in 
answer  to  the  request  for  a  minister  from  the  Scotch-Irish  immigrants 
who  had  settled  in  America,  the  Presbytery  of  Laggan,  in  Ireland,  sent 
the  Rev.  Francis  Makemie,  who  is  sometimes  called  the  father  of  orga- 
nized American  Presbyterianism.  In  1729,  and  for  many  years  there- 
after, a  steady  stream  of  Scotch-Irish  flowed  to  America.  "The  loss  to 
Ireland  was  great,  but  the  gain  to  the  cause  of  Presbyterianism  in  the 
New  World  was  almost  beyond  calculation.3 

Of  course,  not  all  Presbyterians  came  to  America  by  the  route  just 
traced.  And,  there  were  others  who  came,  bearing  the  name  Calvinist  or 
Reformed,  who  were  not  known  as  Presbyterians.  The  Dutch  in  New 
Netherlands  (later  New  York),  the  French  Huguenots  in  New  England, 
New  York,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  Even  some  of  the 
Germans  were  Calvinists  and  Presbyterians  —  although  most  were 
Lutherans  —  and  many  of  these  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  later  moving 
southward  into  the  valley  of  Virginia  and  the  Piedmont  areas  of  the 
Carolinas.  And  then  there  were  the  Scottish  Presbyterians,  many  coming 
directly  from  their  homeland  to  America,  making  their  new  homes  in 
New  Jersey,  or  coming  to  the  coast  of  the  Carolinas,  and  then  inland.  But 
by  most  counts,  the  largest  group  of  Presbyterians  making  their  way  to 
the  new  world  prior  to  the  American  Revolution,  were  the  Scotch-Irish. 
Many  left  Ireland  in  the  "great  migration"  between  1717  and  1775,  to 
escape  religious  and  economic  persecution.  They  entered  through  the 
ports  of  Philadelphia  and  others,  and  started  new  lives  in  southeastern 
Pennsylvania,  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  on  into  the  back  country  of  the 
Carolinas.  It  has  been  estimated  that  as  many  as  three  out  of  every  four 
American  colonists  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution  were  directly 
or  indirectly  products  of  Calvinism! 

Presbyterian  churches  were  established  in  America  at  least  as  early  as 
1672.  However,  there  was  no  connectional  system  until  much  later.  In 
1704,  Francis  Makemie,  an  Ulster  Scot  minister  who  had  been  ordained 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Laggan  in  Northern  Ireland,  brought  together  a 


group  of  seven  ministers  and  "certain  elders"  to  constitute  the  first 
"presbytery"  in  America.  From  this  small  beginning  the  Presbyterians  in 
America  continued  to  organize,  into  a  Synod  in  1717  with  four  presby- 
teries: Long  Island,  Philadelphia,  New  Castle  and  Snow  Hill  —  known  as 
the  Synod  of  Philadelphia.  At  the  time  there  were  nineteen  ministers, 
forty  churches,  and  about  three  thousand  communicants  within  this 
body.4 

In  these  earliest  years,  Presbyterianism  was  strongest  in  the  middle 
colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Mary- 
land. Although  Presbyterians  moved  southward  into  Virginia  and  the 
Carolinas  (or  westward  from  the  ports  of  the  Carolinas),  there  were  few 
ordained  ministers  with  them.  One  of  the  first  to  begin  work  among 
Presbyterians  in  piedmont  North  Carolina  was  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Craighead,  in  1757.  He,  and  others,  some  coming  on  their  own  and  some 
sent  by  the  synods  in  the  north,  brought  the  voice  of  Presbyterian 
preaching  into  the  back  country  of  the  Carolinas.  Like  the  communi- 
cants who  were  anxiously  awaiting  them,  many  of  these  ministers  trav- 
eled the  Great  Wagon  Road  through  the  valley  of  Virginia  and  into  the 
Carolinas. 

While  those  involved  in  establishing  a  new  nation  out  of  thirteen 
colonies  (a  process  that  involved  many  Presbyterians)  were  busy  with 
their  work,  the  Presbyterians  were  busy  organizing  the  first  General 
Assembly.  In  May  of  1788,  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
divided  into  four  synods,  including  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas.  The 
following  May,  just  three  weeks  after  George  Washington  was  inaugurat- 
ed the  first  president  of  the  United  States,  the  General  Assembly  met  for 
the  first  time,  in  Philadelphia.  It  adopted  the  name  "General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America",  and  includ- 
ed over  four  hundred  churches,  twenty  thousand  communicants,  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ordained  ministers. 

Even  as  all  this  was  occurring  in  Philadelphia  —  a  nation  formed  and  a 
General  Assembly  established  —  a  small  group  of  Presbyterians  in  the 
back  county  of  North  Carolina  were  busy  themselves  —  establishing  a 
church  called  Unity. 


A  MEETING  HOUSE  BUILT 

Certainly  every  house  of  worship  erected  to  the  glory  of  God  has  its 
own  priceless,  unique  history.  With  that  history  comes  the  aura  of  mys- 
tery, for  part  of  the  story  is  always  missing.  Those  missing  parts  are  the 
historian's  challenge.  So  many  missing  links!  So  many  cherished  memo- 
ries lost  —  or  forgotten  —  over  the  course  of  two  centuries.  This  chapter 
is  an  attempt  to  look  for  some  of  those  missing  parts  of  the  story.  An 
attempt  to  piece  together  land  deeds,  wills,  marriage  bonds,  together 
with  what  we  know  about  our  Scotch-Irish  ancestors,  to  formulate  an 
idea  about  that  first  house  of  worship  erected  on  what  is  now  Potneck 
Road  —  and  again  that  second  and  third  house  of  worship  now  standing 
on  the  Woodleaf-Barber  Road.  In  addition  to  the  attention  given  to  the 
information  available  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  and  scant  written  docu- 
mentation, the  story  that  unfolds  here  includes  a  flavor  of  Unity's  oral 
tradition  —  deliberate  attention  to  what  has  been  passed  to  this  present 
congregation  through  the  magic  of  the  spoken  word. 

Our  quest  has  many  questions:  Where  did  the  people  come  from  who 
joined  together  in  the  building  of  this  meeting  house?  What  were  their 
names?  Where  did  they  live?  Since  our  answers  to  Unity's  beginnings  are 
to  come  from  the  people  of  the  area;  rather  than  a  particular  organizing 
minister  —  or  the  Presbyterian  Church  itself —  we'll  begin  by  looking 
at  the  early  settlers  of  this  Unity  area. 

Henry  Robison 

Born  in  the  year  1763,  Henry  has  the  distinction  of  being  Unity's 
youngest  original  elder.  Records  show  that  like  many  other  Rowan  set- 
tlers, Henry's  parents  were  probably  born  in  Maryland,  although  Hen- 
ry's father,  George  and  his  brother  Richard  were  definitely  in  Rowan 
County  in  the  Thyatira  (Irish  Settlement)  by  1757.  Carolina  Cradle 
dates  Henry,  George,  John,  William  and  Richard  Robison  in  Calvert, 
Charles,  and  St.  Marys  counties  in  Maryland  before  1 680.  When  George 
died  in  the  year  1785,  he  left  his  son,  Henry,  "the  land  on  which  I  live," 
plus  some  land  on  Walnut  Branch  which  he  had  acquired  at  an  earlier 
date  before  1760.  Henry's  parents  are  buried  at  Thyatira  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Robison  family  memoirs  show  that  Henry  had  been  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Revolutionary  War  serving  in  the  years  1781  to  1783  under 
the  direction  of  General  Pickens  for  part  of  that  time.  Henry  Robison,  a 
farmer,  was  to  stay  in  Rowan  County  at  Unity  Church  until  his  death  on 


November  11,  1823  "at  about  seven  in  the  evening."  Henry  served  the 
Unity  Church  as  a  Session  member  for  thirty-five  years.  Henry's  wife, 
Margery  Andrew  whom  Henry  married  on  January  15,  1795,  was  to  live 
to  the  age  of  77,  dying  on  September  16,  1847.  The  Sessional  records 
record  her  death  on  this  date  saying,  "Died,  Mrs.  Majora  Robison  about 
77  years,  having  lived  a  humble  and  consistent  Christian  life."  Mrs. 
Margery  Robison's  memories  of  the  first  days  of  Unity  Church  must  have 
proved  invaluable  to  the  writing  of  the  first  history  in  1838,  as  she  would 
have  certainly  have  been  one  of  the  few  who  would  have  been  able  to 
give  accurate,  first-hand  accounts  of  the  church's  beginnings.  In  1851, 
Henry  and  Margery's  son  Henry,  was  elected  a  Deacon  to  serve  the  Unity 
congregation. 

James  Marlin 
James  Marlin  was  born  in  1736  and  died  on  January  22,  1802.  Accord- 
ing to  McCubbins'  records,  he  is  buried  at  Third  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church.  James  Marlin's  family  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  to  the  Thyati- 
ra-Irish  Settlement.  They  can  be  placed  in  Rowan  County  accurately 
before  1749  —  although  there  is  some  evidence  to  believe  it  may  have 
been  earlier  —  as  one  of  the  creeks  flowing  through  the  Irish  Settlement 
bore  the  Marlin  name.  It  was  a  general  practice  of  the  time  to  name 
unnamed  creeks  after  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  area.  Like  the  Robisons, 
Carolina  Cradle  identifies  a  James  Marlin  in  St.  Marys  County,  Mary- 
land, in  1707,  and  the  family  may  have  originated  there.  Carolina  Cradle 
goes  on  to  say  that  Marlin  probably  moved  west  from  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania  where  land  warrants  were  issued  in  1736  and  1738.  In  any 
case,  the  Marlin  family  was  well-grounded  in  Rowan  County  by  the 
1 780's  and  the  family  had  begun  to  branch  out  somewhat,  with  members 
of  the  family  at  Thyatira,  Third  Creek  and  Unity.  Unity's  James  Marlin 
acquired  his  state  grant  on  March  21,  1780,  on  the  north  bank  of  Third 
Creek,  although  the  tax  lists  show  him  to  be  in  the  area  by  the  year  1778 
at  least.  On  May  6,  1 779,  it  is  recorded  that  among  the  "Justices  appoint- 
ed for  taking  in  taxable  property"  was  James  Marlin  in  the  company  of 
Captain  Willson.  The  next  day  it  is  recorded  that  "James  Marlin,  Es- 
quire, came  into  the  Court  and  qualified  as  Justice  of  this  county  in 
pursuance  to  a  Commission  to  him  directed,  by  taking  the  oath  pre- 
scribed for  the  Qualification  of  Public  Officers  and  an  oath  of  office."  On 
May  2,  1780,  the  records  of  the  county  record  that  "Esquire  James 
Marlin  is  Magistrate  in  Captain  Willson's  Company."  In  Book  18,  page 
90 1 ,  it  is  recorded  that  James  Marlin,  Esquire,  died  without  a  will  and  his 
two  sons,  Joseph  and  Elijah,  are  to  get  the  land  left  at  his  death.  Both 
Joseph  and  Elijah  remain  at  Unity  —  with  Joseph  becoming  an  elder  in 
the  year  1815  —  until  their  subsequent  moves  —  Joseph  to  Rutherford 
County,  Tennessee  in  the  year  181 8-1820;  and  Elijah,  who  following  the 
death  of  his  wife  Malinda  in  1839  went  with  this  daughter,  Nancy  on 
March  22,  1840,  "to  join  some  church  in  the  state  of  Georgia." 
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Samuel  Wilson 
In  the  case  of  Samuel  Wilson,  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  which  of  two 
Samuel  Wilsons  may  have  been  Unity's  fourth  original  elder.  We  know 
that  Samuel  Wilson,  Sr.  was  in  this  part  of  Rowan  County  by  1778, 
because  he  is  listed  in  the  tax  list  at  this  time.  By  1780,  Samuel  Wilson  is 
granted  from  the  state  two  adjoining  grants.  In  1785,  Samuel  Wilson,  Sr., 
takes  the  larger  of  his  grants  —  500  acres  of  the  northside  of  Second 
Creek  and  divides  it  between  his  two  sons,  Samuel  Wilson,  Jr.  and  Wil- 
liam Wilson.  Samuel  receives  the  northeast  portion  of  this  land  and  in 
this  way,  becomes  one  of  the  closest  land-holders  to  the  house  of  worship 
to  be  erected  in  1788.  Samuel  Wilson,  Sr.  dies  on  February  6,  1793, 
leaving  the  remaining  portion  of  his  land  ("the  land  where  I  live")  to  his 
remaining  son  George,  who  marries  Martha  Culbertson  (Samuel  Cul- 
bertson's  sister)  on  February  4,  1792.  As  for  Samuel  Wilson,  Jr.,  it  is 
recorded  in  the  land  deed  books  that  on  Sept.  2,  1796,  Samuel  Wilson 
(and  wife  Jeane)  let  William  Williamson  (all  of  Rowan  County)  have  his 
entire  land  tract  for  248  pounds.  It  is  safe  to  conclude  that  at  this  point, 
Samuel  Wilson,  Jr.  left  Rowan  County  and  headed  west  to  Tennessee  — 
as  many  of  his  neighbors  were  doing  at  this  time.  We  shall  see  later  that 
his  brother  William  was  to  move  his  family  to  Rutherford  County,  Ten- 
nessee in  1814;  and  in  1818  two  more  elders  from  Unity  were  to  move  to 
Rutherford  County  and  become  elders  of  the  Murfree  Spring  Church. 
When  the  Murfree  Spring  Presbyterian  Church  was  chartered  in  1 8 1 2,  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Wilson  are  among  the  18  original  members. 

James  Kincaid 
James  Kincaid,  Sr.,  another  original  elder,  was  born  about  the  year 
1738  and  died  on  November  8,  1826.  He  was  the  first  Kincaid  to  reside 
in  the  area,  receiving  his  land  grant  in  1778.  It  is  probable  that  he  —  or 
his  parents  —  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  and  that  he  came 
down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  the  1760's.  Unlike  the  Robisons  and 
Marlins,  Unity  appears  to  be  James  Kincaid's  first  church  home  in  the 
Carolinas.  It  would  seem  that  Unity  lost  the  Kincaid  family  to  Franklin 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Franklin  Township,  Rowan  County  when  that 
church  was  established  in  1829.  Franklin  Church  would  have  been 
much  closer  to  the  Kincaids'  land  holdings.  James  Kincaid  and  his  wife 
Hannah  had  nine  children  —  many  of  whom  remained  in  the  area  and 
acquired  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  It  is  probable  that  James  was 
buried  in  the  Unity  cemetery. 

William  Wilson 

William  Wilson,  who  was  elected  and  ordained  to  the  office  of  elder  in 
1800,  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Wilson,  Sr.  who  was  spoken  of  earlier.  William 
received  his  land  from  his  father  in  the  year  1785,  receiving  the  south- 
western portion  along  the  northside  of  Second  Creek.  On  March  1, 
1784,  William  Wilson  married  Anne  Trott,  who  was  the  daughter  of 


James  and  Margaret  Trott.  In  the  year  1800,  it  was  Anne's  father,  James 
who  gave  the  acre  of  land  to  Unity  elders  for  the  purpose  of  "building  a 
Meeting  House  for  the  public  worship  of  God.''  William  and  Anne  Wil- 
son had  eight  children  in  North  Carolina,  and  then  moved  with  their 
family  to  Rutherford  County,  Tennessee  in  1814,  where  William  died  on 
August  14,  1817. 

Samuel  Culbertson 

There  was  perhaps  no  other  Unity  family  who  influenced  or  had  as 
much  impact  on  Unity  Church  in  the  1800's  as  did  the  family  of  Samuel 
Culbertson.  Samuel,  a  farmer,  became  an  elder  at  Unity  in  the  year 
1800.  The  Culbertsons  were  originally  Low  Land  Scots  —  residing  near 
Kelso,  Scotland  since  the  1400's.  Prior  to  1726,  Andrew  Culbertson 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  In  1751, 
Andrew  Culbertson's  son  Andrew  left  Pennsylvania  for  Augusta  County, 
Virginia,  where  he  is  believed  to  have  died  prior  to  1790.  This  Andrew's 
son  John  was  deeded  land  in  Rowan  County  in  1765  by  John  Gillespie. 
He  was  also  deeded  land  from  England  in  1773  and  land  from  the  state  in 
1782.  John  eventually  went  to  Tennessee  in  1804  with  four  of  his  sons 
and  deeded  his  land  to  Samuel. 

Samuel  was  born  in  1768  in  Rowan  County.  Marriage  bonds  show  that 
he  married  Lydia  Gillespie  in  1797.  They  had  seven  children  —  all  of 
them  buried  in  Unity  Cemetery.  Of  Samuel's  family,  in  the  1800's  he  was 
to  have  three  sons  serve  on  the  Session,  as  well  as  one  son-in-law,  one 
grandson,  and  a  nephew.  Another  grandson,  Samuel  Steele  Culbertson 
was  to  serve  as  treasurer  for  many  years. 

Samuel  died  in  1843,  after  serving  Unity  Church  as  a  Session  member 
for  43  years. 

Abraham  Gillean 

Abraham  Gillean,  who  became  an  elder  at  Unity  in  the  year  1800,  was 
the  first  of  the  Gillean  family  to  arrive  in  Rowan  County.  He  was  in 
Rowan  County  at  least  by  1774  because  it  was  then  that  he  was  granted 
land  by  the  state.  We  don't  have  a  birthdate  for  Abraham,  but  we  do 
know  from  marriage  bonds  that  he  married  Mary  Enslow  on  April  12, 
1779.  Abraham  Gillean  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  where  he 
earned  the  rank  of  "Colonel,"  which  he  retained  in  his  later  years.  In  a 
very  colorful  and  descriptive  will  written  in  1804,  we  find  that  Abraham 
had  been  from  the  village  of  Statebury,  Sumter  County,  South  Carolina. 
We  can  probably  conclude  that  Abraham  Gillean  came  to  America 
through  the  port  of  Charleston  and  settled  in  Sumter  County,  SC  before 
moving  to  Rowan  County.  Abraham's  will  is  not  probated,  but  in  1809 
we  find  his  "widow  Mary"  selling  their  land.  Abraham  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Jesse  (1790-1877).  It  is  Jesse's  descendants  who  are  found  in 
Unity's  cemetery. 
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In  Rev.  HalVs  brief  history  that  precedes  Unity's  first  Session  minutes,  he 
states  that  "Next  in  order  were  Joseph  Marlin  and  Samuel  Trott  in  place  of 
two  of  the  former  members,  one  of  whom  dies,  and  the  other  removed  to 
the  west.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  two  men  replaced  William  Wilson, 
who  moved  to  Tennessee  and  Abraham  Gillean,  who  had  died  before  the 
year  1809. 

Joseph  Marlin 
We  did  not  find  much  information  about  Joseph,  except  what  we  know 
about  Joseph's  father,  James  Marlin,  Esquire  —  who  had  been  elected  an 
elder  at  Unity  in  the  year  1788.  We  know  that  Joseph  received  his 
father's  land  at  his  father's  death  in  1802,  and  that  he  lived  in  Rowan 
County  until  the  year  1818.  In  1818,  Rev.  Hall  lists  the  addition  of  two 
more  elders,  but  no  explanation  is  given  as  to  why  these  two  additional 
elders  were  elected.  However,  searching  the  first  sessional  records  of 
Murfree  Spring  Presbyterian  Church,  which  later  became  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee  helped  a  great  deal  in 
letting  us  know  what  happened  to  both  Joseph  Marlin  and  Samuel  Trott, 
whose  sketch  is  to  follow.  In  their  Sessional  record  book  it  is  recorded  in 
April,  1820,  that  "Joseph  Marlin  and  Samuel  Trott,  formerly  Elders  of 

were  added  to  the  members  of  the  Church  Session.  Wm. 

D.  Baird,  S.C."  Later  we  read  in  the  minutes  that  Joseph  Marlin  died  in 
the  year  1827.  Murfree  Spring  Church  was  organized  in  the  year  1812 
and  the  first  church  was  built  in  1818.  In  1822,  during  the  time  Joseph 
and  Samuel  Trott  were  serving  as  Session  members,  the  church  served 
the  needs  of  the  Tennessee  State  legislature  as  the  courthouse  had 
burned.  Murfree  Spring  Church  was  the  only  suitable  building  and  so 
they  floored  across  the  balcony  and  the  church  was  tempo- 
rarily a  courthouse.  At  this  court  session,  James  K.  Polk  was  in  the 
Senate,  while  Sam  Houston  was  the  State's  Adjutant  General  and  An- 
drew Jackson  was  a  member.  The  Murfreesboro  Church  was  destroyed 
in  the  Civil  War  but  was  rebuilt  in  1869. 

Samuel  Trott 

Samuel  Trott  was  the  son  of  James  and  Margaret  Trott.  As  we  stated 
earlier,  it  was  Samuel  Trott 's  father  who  gave  the  first  acre  of  land  in 
1800  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  There  is  no  record  of  any 
marriage  bonds  for  Samuel,  nor  do  we  have  a  birthdate.  Samuel  was  a 
frequent  land  dealer,  and  began  accumulating  quite  a  few  small  land 
holdings  in  the  early  1800's.  However,  on  November  12,  1818,  Samuel 
Trott  appointed  James  Kincaid  and  George  Robison  his  attorneys  to 
handle  his  accounts  in  Rowan  County  and  we  know  that  he,  along  with 
Joseph  Marlin,  moved  to  Rutherford  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  was 
received  as  an  elder  at  the  Murfree  Spring  Church  in  the  year  1820. 
Murfree  Spring  records  show  that  he  died  there  in  the  year  1825. 
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UNITY'S  FIRST  MEETING  HOUSE— 1788 

Now  that  we  have  answered  some  questions  about  the  first  elders  of 
Unity,  and  have  seen  where  they  came  from  and  how  they  arrived  in  the 
Unity  area,  a  gradual  shape  begins  to  take  place.  Just  like  the  historians 
have  told  us,  the  Presbyterian  forefathers  of  Unity  came  from  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  through  the  mountains  of  Virginia  before  arriving  in 
this,  the  "back  country"  of  North  Carolina.  The  reasons  for  moving 
south  were  numerous,  but  several  factors  seem  to  have  contributed  the 
most  to  the  tremendous  influx  of  settlers  into  the  Piedmont  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  1740's  —  1760's.  For  one,  the  price  of  land  was  lower 
than  in  Pennsylvania  or  western  Virginia  and  problems  with  the  Indians 
seemed  fewer.  The  Culbertson  memoirs  include  references  to  the  feroc- 
ity of  the  Indian  attacks  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia  —  especially  in 
1754-1755  during  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  historians  document 
the  severity  as  well.  In  Pennsylvania,  good  land  was  becoming  scarce  and 
settlers  were  forced  to  push  west  to  the  Blue  Mountains  —  where  there 
was  no  fertile  land  to  be  had.  The  promise  of  good  soil,  abundant  game, 
and  favorable  climate  brought  the  Scotch-Irish  to  piedmont  North  Caro- 
lina by  the  hundreds. 

Just  to  the  southwest  of  Unity  at  the  head  of  Second  Creek  was  the 
largest  and  oldest  predominantly  Scotch-Irish  settlement  in  the  Pied- 
mont of  North  Carolina.  By  1750,  this  settlement  (marked  by  Thyatira 
Presbyterian  Church)  was  well-established,  while  the  area  surrounding 
Unity  was  not  to  be  settled  until  the  late  1760's  and  1770's.  We  have 
seen  how  some  of  the  charter  members  of  Unity  had  earlier  Rowan 
County  church  homes,  such  as  Thyatira  and  Third  Creek,  while  others 
had  not.  We  have  seen  how  the  formation  of  a  church  in  the  Unity  area 
meant  that  the  population  had  now  grown  and  stabilized  to  the  point 
where  an  active  congregation  had  truly  developed. 

Almost  all  of  Unity's  initial  historical  information  comes  from  a  brief 
history  that  Rev.  William  A.  Hall  recorded  in  the  front  of  Unity's  first 
Session  minutes.  For  this,  Unity  can  be  most  grateful  that  Rev.  Hall  was 
far-sighted  enough  to  record  the  only  written  documentation  of  Unity's 
first  fifty  years.  In  this  history  we  read: 

"The  history  of  a  church,  written  fifty  years  after  its  origin,  with  but  few 
records,  besides  the  faint  recollections  of  aged  members,  must  be  both 
short  and  imperfect.  A  few  facts  collected  in  this  way,  is  all  we  can  give,  of 
the  rise  and  progress,  of  Unity  Church,  for  the  first  fifty  years. 
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'About  the  year  of  our  Lord  1788,  there  was  a  house  of  worship  erected 
nearly  four  miles  east  of  the  one  that  is  now  occupied.  It  was  called  Unity, 
because  different  professions  joined  in  building  it.  The  Rev.  Joseph  D. 
Kilpatrick  was  the  first  stated  preacher.  He  was  ordained  in  the  year  1 792, 
and  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church,  in  connection  with  others,  until 
the  year  1822,  having  preached  to  them  thirty  years,  with  sometimes 
greater,  and  sometimes  less  success.  His  name  is  yet  dear  to  the  few  surviv- 
ing members  who  once  enjoyed  his  ministry.  The  church  was  organized  at 
the  first  place  of  worship  of  remote  parts  of  Thyatira  and  Third  Creek 
churches.  At  what  period,  we  are  unable  to  say." 

As  important  as  this  work  is  at  documenting  Unity's  beginnings,  it 
leaves  many  unanswered  questions.  First  of  all,  the  church  had  no  deed 
either  in  its  possession  or  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  to  let  us 
know  who  may  have  owned  the  land  on  the  site  of  this  first  "house  of 
worship."  Lacking  deeds  or  further  records,  the  answer  to  questions 
concerning  the  ownership  of  the  land  is  a  very  complex  matter  —  with 
no  easy  or  sure  answers.  As  said  earlier,  there  will  always  be  an  aura  of 
mystery  surrounding  this  first  meeting  house  —  but  taking  the  few 
"clues"  available  to  us,  let  us  see  what  may  be  uncovered. 

Our  story  begins  with  a  cemetery  —  the  only  remaining  evidence  to 
the  site  of  a  house  of  worship  erected  at  this  location  some  200  years  ago. 
The  cemetery  is  very  small;  shaded  with  trees  and  outfitted  with  only  a 
few  remaining  markers.  A  rather  inauspicious  tribute  to  a  church  who 
would  become  a  solid  rock  in  this  corner  of  Rowan  County  for  at  least 
two  centuries!  The  cemetery  is  located  just  north  of  what  is  now  Potneck 
Road  about  1.1  miles  east  of  its  intersection  with  present  day  Campbell 
Road.  We  have  reviewed  the  information  surrounding  the  families  who 
came  together  to  join  in  the  building  of  this  meeting  house.  We  have 
seen  where  they  came  from,  and  where  they  lived.  We  have  sensed  their 
dedication  and  the  fervor  which  they  had  for  a  meeting  house  of  their 
own.  As  Rev.  Hall  suggests,  the  name  Unity  implies  that  the  building  of 
this  church  was  to  be  a  community  venture.  We've  actually  uncovered  a 
lot  about  the  make-up  of  this  church  already  —  but  focusing  on  this  tiny 
cemetery  that  remains  as  the  only  marker  to  Unity's  first  church  location, 
let's  begin  working  our  way  backward  from  the  mid  1800's  and  see  what 
stories  we  can  unravel  from  the  land. 

Unity's  first  cemetery  on  Potneck  Road  has  very  few  remaining  grave- 
stones, but  one  that  will  catch  the  eye  of  the  visitor  is  one  erected  to  John 
H.  Trott:  "Sergt,  John  H.  Trott,  son  of  S.S.  &  E.  Trott,  fell  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.  age  1 9  yrs.  1  mo,  1 2  days. " 
Two  other  stones  include  one  erected  to  Mary  H.  Trott,  wife  of  S.S.  Trott 
(August  26,  1807  to  March  25,  1838)  and  Margaret  Thomason  (Died 
Feb.  7,  1840)  These  later  stones  are  all  placed  in  memory  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Henry  Trott  family.  Henry  Trott  is  one  of  two  Trott  brothers 
who  appear  in  Rowan  County  in  the  early  1780's.  In  1795,  Henry  Trott 
was  granted  490  acres  of  land  on  the  northside  of  Second  Creek  by  the 
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state  of  North  Carolina.  This  land  that  Henry  Trott  was  granted  is  direct- 
ly east  of  the  land  given  to  William  and  Samuel  Wilson  in  1785.  In 
questioning  some  of  the  residents  of  the  Potneck  community  (some  of 
whom  have  had  family  in  the  area  for  several  generations)  we  find  that  it 
is  the  general  consensus  that  Unity's  old  cemetery  had  been  located  on 
Trott  land.  It  is  clear  that  the  Trott  family  later  used  the  old  cemetery  as  a 
private  burying  ground  after  the  church  was  moved. 

Study  of  Henry  Trott's  will  and  land  deeds  concerning  his  land  shows 
that  Henry  Trott  willed  the  land  to  his  sons  in  1802  —  and  gradually 
over  the  next  decade  most  of  the  land  is  sold  —  except  for  land  that  had 
been  willed  to  John  Trott  —  who  stayed  in  Rowan  County  and  bought 
out  his  brothers'  interests.  It  is  John's  descendants  who  remain  in  Rowan 
County  and  hold  interests  in  this  land  —  and  the  cemetery  —  into  the 
mid  1 860's.  (John  H.  Trott,  son  of  S.S.  and  E.  Trott,  who  is  buried  in  the 
cemetery  is  John  Trott's  grandson.)  Careful  study  shows  Unity's  ceme- 
tery to  be  in  the  most  northeastern  corner  of  Henry  Trott's  land  — 
bordering  the  original  boundary  line  of  John  Wells  (Wails).  This  tract  is 
included  in  the  territory  that  Henry  wills  to  his  son  John  in  1802.  Hours 
of  research  have  failed  to  turn  up  the  selling  of  this  land. 

The  above  research  may  have  settled  the  land  issue,  if  Unity's  meeting 
house  had  not  been  built  seven  years  before  Henry  Trott  acquired  this 
land.  For  an  older  record,  we  turn  to  the  Book  of  Vacant  Land  Entries  of 
1778. 

Before  the  Revolutionary  War,  settlers  arriving  in  the  back  country  of 
North  Carolina  received  their  grants  through  an  agent  to  Lord  Granville 
—  a  Lord  Proprietor  to  the  king  of  England.  This  was  all  to  change 
however,  after  the  year  1776.  After  July  4,  1776,  all  vacant  or  unappro- 
priated land  that  had  not  previously  been  granted  by  Great  Britain 
belonged  to  the  State.  The  State,  recognizing  that  it  was  "expedient  that 
the  Lands  within  the  State  should  be  parceled  out  to  industrious  people, 
for  the  settlement  thereof"  passed  a  law  in  1777,  allowing  for  those  who 
were  occupying  land  (or  wished  to)  to  come  in  and  register  that  land  with 
the  Register  of  Deeds.  There  were  few  requirements  —  the  land  could 
not  belong  to  someone  else,  no  more  than  640  acres  could  be  applied  for 
in  any  one  parcel;  a  description  of  the  land  area  must  be  provided  at  the 
time  of  the  entry  and  a  small  retaining  fee  was  applied.  The  description 
did  not  have  to  be  precise;  however,  because  after  a  waiting  period  of 
three  months  —  if  the  claim  was  uncontested  —  a  warrant  could  be 
issued  and  exact  measurements  were  then  taken  by  a  surveyor  at  the 
time  the  deed  was  finalized. 

In  the  land  entry  book,  entry  #21  required  some  close  attention: 

"February  2,  1 778  Joseph  Patterson  enters  640  acres  of  land  on  both  sides 
of  Second  Creek  joining  Samuel  Hillis'  southeast  corner,  thence  to  the 
Northeast  corner,  thence  down  the  dividing  ridge  to  John  Jones'  claim  for 
compliment." 
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On  the  next  day,  entry  #122  reads: 

"Samuel  Wilson  enters  500  acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  Second  Creek 
joining  Samuel  Hillis'  East  Line  down  Second  Creek  to  Joseph  Patterson's 
claim,  joining  said  Patterson's  line." 

Interestingly  enough,  this  land  claim  that  Joseph  Patterson  makes  on 
this  day  has  boundaries  identical  to  the  land  that  Henry  Trott  later  buys 
in  1795.  Further  information  shows  that  Joseph  Patterson  is  included  on 
the  tax  lists  in  the  same  company  with  the  Wilsons,  Kincaids,  Culbert- 
sons,  and  etc.  in  1778.  In  the  court  records  we  find  that  on  November  4, 
1777,  it  is  recorded:  "Ordered  that  Joseph  Patterson  be  Constable  in  the 
room  of  Moses  Linster  in  Captain  Willson's  district  and  that  he  appear 
before  some  Justice  and  Qualify  according  to  Law."  Even  earlier  than 
this,  on  May  6,  1775,  we  read  that  "Moses  Linster,  Overseer  to  work 
with  the  Hands  from  John  Wells  on  Third  Creek  to  Joseph  Patterson  on 
or  near  Second  Creek. "  This  note  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  road  being 
built  at  that  particular  time  from  Salisbury  to  South  Yadkin  River  (near 
present  day  Cooleemee)  had  progressed  to  Joseph  Patterson's  and  John 
Well's  line  and  was  moving  with  their  property  line.  This  is  of  special 
interest  to  Unity  because  it  is  on  this  very  boundary  that  the  first  meeting 
house  was  built.  It  can  therefore  be  assumed  that  Unity's  first  church  was 
built  beside  a  well-established  road  that  is  mentioned  well  into  the 
1800's. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  1 780's  and  the  beginning  of  the  1 790's  the  land 
in  this  area  begins  to  change  hands  frequently  and  as  the  deeds  change 
—  naming  bordering  landowners  for  identification  purposes  —  it  can  be 
ascertained  that  sometime  between  1790  and  1792  Joseph  Patterson 
drops  from  sight  and  Henry  Trott 's  name  begins  to  appear  on  neighbor- 
ing land  transactions. 

But  although  Joseph  Patterson  moves  (his  name  begins  appearing  in 
Iredell  County  in  1794)  it  is  not  before  the  establishment  of  a  house  of 
worship  in  1788.  The  above  information  can  lead  us  to  a  tentative  con- 
clusion that  in  1788  Unity's  meeting  house  was  indeed  constructed  on 
the  land  occupied  by  Joseph  Patterson.  It  is  certainly  reasonable  to 
suspect  that  Joseph  Patterson  and  his  brother  John  (a  "skindresser"  who 
made  a  land  entry  on  the  same  day  that  Joseph  did  for  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  other  side  of  Second  Creek  bordering  James  Kincaid)  would  have 
been  eager  for  a  Presbyterian  house  of  worship  —  like  that  of  Thyatira. 
A  John  and  James  Patterson  can  be  accurately  placed  in  the  Thyatira  — 
or  Irish  Settlement  by  1759,  with  John  receiving  a  Granville  Grant  on 
the  banks  of  Sills  Creek  in  1761,  and  James  buying  350  acres  on  both 
sides  of  Witherow  Creek  in  1759.  Footnotes  in  Carolina  Cradle  declares 
that  James,  John,  and  Arthur  Patterson  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
the  Susquehanna  Valley."  Other  information  has  Arthur  Patterson  as  a 
ruling  elder  in  the  Middle  Octorara  Presbyterian  Church,  Donegal  Pres- 
bytery, Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania  in  1733.  It  seems  certain  that 
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John  and  Joseph's  rich  Presbyterian  background  would  have  sparked 
their  interest  in  the  establishment  of  a  Presbyterian  congregation  close 
to  their  home. 


UNITY'S  SECOND  MEETING  HOUSE  —  1800 

"The  indenture  made  this  twentieth  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  Between  James  Trott  of  the  County  of  Rowan  and  State  of 
North  Carolina  of  the  one  part  and  Abraham  Gillean,  George  Robison, 
John  Marlin  and  Samuel  Culbertson  of  the  County  and  State  aforesaid  of 
the  other  part  witnessed  that  the  said  James  Trott  from  a  real  &  sincere 
desire  of  promotion  of  the  true  Christian  Religion  and  the  propagation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  hath  Given,  Granted,  aliened,  enfolded  and 
confirmed  by  the  presents  doth  Give,  Grant,  enfold,  and  confirm  unto 
the  aforesaid  Abraham  Gillean,  George  Robison,  John  Marlin,  and  Sam- 
uel Culbertson  one  acre  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Meeting 
house  for  the  public  worship  of  God  &  likewise  a  burying  Ground  Begin- 
ning at  a  stone  near  a  spring  and  running  thence  East  thirteen  Rod  to  a 
stone  Including  the  Spring  thence  South  thirteen  Rod  to  a  black  Oak, 
thence  west  thirteen  Rod  to  a  Black  Oak  thence  with  a  straight  line  to  the 
Beginning  Containing  one  acre  of  land  be  it  more  or  less  lying  and  being 
in  the  County  of  Rowan  &  State  aforesaid  on  the  waters  of  Second  Creek 
being  part  of  an  original  tract  of  the  said  James  Trott  with  all  and  singular 
the  appurtenances  houses  and  other  Improvements  and  all  the  estate 
right  title  Interest  property  claim  and  demands  whatsoever  of  him  the 
said  James  Trott  affixed  to  the  said  land  and  promise  is  hereby  given  & 
granted  unto  the  said  Abraham  Gillean,  George  Robison,  John  Marlin, 
and  Samuel  Culbertson  their  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only  proper  use  of 
the  said  Abm.  Gillean,  Go.  Robison,  J.  Marlin,  &  S.  Culbertson  as  a  place 
for  public  worship  of  God  to  them,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever 
and  the  said  James  Trott  for  himself,  his  heirs  Executors  and  administra- 
tors doth  covenant  and  Grant  to  and  with  the  said  Abraham  Gillean, 
George  Robison,  John  Marlin,  and  Samuel  Culbertson  their  heirs  and 
assigns  by  these  present  shall  and  lawfully  may  from  henceforth  forever 
hereafter  peaceably  and  quietly  have  hold  occupy  possess  and  enjoy  and 
have  privilege  of  said  land  and  premises  as  a  place  for  the  public  worship 
of  God  and  to  be  appropriated  to  no  other  use  free  and  clear  of  all 
incumberances  whatsoever  had  made  committed  done  or  suffered  by 
him  the  said  James  Trott  his  heirs  Executors  or  Administrators  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  by  from  or  under 
him,  them  or  either  of  them.  IN  WITNESS  Whereof  the  said  James  Trott 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  written  above." 

The  above  deed,  duly  recorded  with  the  Register  of  Deeds  marks  the 
third  phase  of  Unity's  history.  The  first  phase  would  have  been  the 
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preaching  stand;  the  organization  of  members  —  "at  which  period," 
Rev.  Hall  writes,  "we  cannot  say."  The  second  phase  of  history  com- 
mences with  the  building  of  a  "house  of  worship"  and  the  election  of 
elders.  We  now  see  Unity  Church  entering  a  new  era  —  as  the  nine- 
teenth century  begins.  In  the  year  1800,  James  Trott  gave  one  acre  of 
land  to  George  Robison,  Abraham  Gillean,  John  Marlin,  and  Samuel 
Culbertson  for  the  purpose  of  "building  a  Meeting  House  for  the  public 
worship  of  God." 

For  what  reasons  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present  location  will 
probably  be  forever  lost  through  the  passage  of  time.  Any  attempts  to 
speculate  would  simply  be  based  on  pure  conjecture.  But  we  do  know 
that  the  move  was  directed  to  fix  Unity's  destiny  for  at  least  the  next  two 
hundred  years.  We  know  that  it  is  still  possible  to  distinguish  that  spring 
designated  in  that  1800  deed  —  that  in  1988  that  spring  still  exists  on 
Unity's  property;  still  bubbling  and  gurgling  after  spring  rains  behind 
the  manse  at  Unity.  And  there  are  also  a  few  things  that  we  can  detect 
about  the  land-giver.  We  can  discern  that  James  Trott,  as  Henry  Trott's 
brother,  came  to  Rowan  County  in  about  the  year  1780.  He  received  a 
grant  from  the  state  in  the  year  1787.  James  Trott  is  believed  to  be  the 
son  of  Thomas  Trott  of  St.  Mary's  Parish  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  Mary- 
land. James  Trott,  and  his  wife  Margaret,  had  nine  children  according  to 
his  will  dated  December  27,  1802.  Descendants  of  the  Trott  family 
continue  to  hold  interest  in  some  of  this  land  to  the  present. 

In  1815,  Frisby  Trott  (James  Trott's  son)  gave  one-fourth  acre  of  land 
for  a  burial  ground.  It  was  immediately  following  this  that  marked  grave- 
stones began  to  appear  more  consistently  in  the  cemetery. 

In  this  chapter,  we  have  tried  to  fill  in  some  of  Hie  large  gaps  left  in  the 
history  of  Unity  Church  in  its  first  fifty  years.  In  doing  so,  we  have  tried 
to  be  as  factual  and  accurate  as  possible.  Yet,  admission  was  made  from 
the  start  that  parts  of  the  story  would  be  destined  to  remain  a  mystery,  a 
puzzle.  Perhaps  through  more  research  other  pieces  will  be  brought  to 
light;  perhaps  not.  And  that  is  the  way  it  should  be.  After  all,  is  it  not  the 
unknown  that  leaves  with  us  that  little  spark  of  divine  purpose  —  the 
knowledge  that  something  greater  than  all  of  us  has  the  whole  picture 
firmly  in  hand. 
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Unity  Cemetery  (old  part) 
Earliest  grave  marker  standing  —  1801 
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Those  Acquiring  Land  1760-1788:  Unity  Church  Vicinity 

1  Thomas  Frohock 

2  Moses  Linster 

3  William  Wells  (1786) 

4  Claus  Thompson 

5  John  Patterson  (1778) 

6  James  Kincaid  (1778) 

7  John  Giles 

8  John  Wells  to  George  Thomason  (1783) 

9  Joseph  Patterson  (1778) 

10  Robert  McBride  (1780) 

11  Andrew  Ferguson  (1783) 

12  Samuel  McConauchy  (1786) 

13  William  Robison  (1780) 

14  Richard  Robison  (1783) 

15  Richard  Robison  (1762) 

16  George  Robison  (1765) 

17  Matthew  Stuart  (1784) 

18  William  Cowan  (1784) 

19  Abraham  Gillean  (1784) 

20  Hugh  Robison 

21  William  Davenport 

22  John  Ferguson 

23  Alexander  Ainslley 

24  James  Trott  (1787) 

25  Thomas  Lyall  (1780) 

26  Agnes  Penery  (1789) 

27  Samuel  Hillis 

28  Samuel  Wilson,  Sr.  (1778) 

29  Samuel  Wilson,  Jr.  (1785) 

30  William  Wilson  (1785) 

31  Jonathan  Boone  (1784) 

32  Thomas  Lyall  (1777) 

33  Peter  Lewis  (1784) 

34  James  Marlin 

35  James  Marlin  (1783) 

36  John  Culbertson  (1765) 

37  James  Marlin  (1780) 

38  Margaret  Lyall  (1784) 

39  Jonathan  Heathman  (1780) 

40  Steven  Kerr  (1779) 

41  John  Robley  (1788) 

42  Samuel  Steel  (1784) 

43  Robert  Steele 

44  Isaac  Cowan 

45  Samuel  Lowery  (1786) 

46  James  Gray  (1772) 

47  John  Luckey  (1779) 

48  Andrew  Shields  (1780) 

49  Isaac  Anderson  (1788) 

50  Isaac  Anderson  (1788) 

51  Robert  Johnston  (1759) 
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THE  KILPATRICK  YEARS 

JOSEPH  DICKEY  KILPATRICK 

For  the  first  four  years  after  the  organization  of  Unity,  it  did  not  have 
an  installed  pastor.  During  those  years  it  is  likely  that  it  was  served  by 
ministers  sent  by  the  Synod,  and  by  the  Reverend  Samuel  Eusebius 
McCorkle,  then  pastor  of  the  Thyatira  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  McCor- 
kle  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania  on  August  23,  1746.  In 
1756,  his  parents  moved  to  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  and  settled 
near  what  is  presently  Amity  Hill.  Samuel  grew  up  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Thyatira  church  (earlier  called  Cathey's  Meeting  House),  and  was  a 
member  of  that  church.  He  studied  under  Dr.  David  Caldwell  at  his 
academy  in  Greensboro,  and  at  Princeton  Seminary,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1772.  He  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  York  in 
1773  and  spent  several  years  in  home  mission  work  in  Virginia.  He 
received  a  call  to  Thyatira  in  1777,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor 
of  his  home  church.1 

In  addition  to  serving  Thyatira,  and  later  Third  Creek  church  and 
others,  McCorkle  taught  in  his  own  classical  school,  called  Zion  Parnas- 
sus, near  Thyatira.  In  a  April  23,  1988,  story  in  The  Salisbury  Post, 
George  Raynor  writes,  "If  the  Rev.  Samuel  E.  McCorkle  believed  in 
anything  with  the  same  dedication  he  held  for  God  and  his  works,  it  was 
his  faith  that  education  could  light  the  path  to  true  understanding". 
Historian  William  Henry  Foote  records  that  "the  first  class  that  graduat- 
ed at  the  State  University  at  Chapel  Hill  consisted  of  seven  scholars;  six 
of  these  had  been  pupils  of  Dr.  McCorkle.  His  students  were,  in  after  life, 
found  on  the  bench,  in  the  Chair  of  State,  and  forty-five  in  the  pulpit". 

McCorkle  continued  as  pastor  of  Thyatira  until  1807,  when  failing 
health  caused  him  to  give  up  that  pastorate.  He  died  on  June  21,  1811, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Thyatira  cemetery.  McCorkle's  leadership  in  reli- 
gious and  educational  activities  in  early  Rowan  County  had  a  profound 
influence  on  the  county,  and  beyond.  It  is  likely  that  McCorkle  played  a 
part  in  the  organizing  of  Unity,  possibly  giving  guidance  and  advice  to 
those  men  and  women  who  established  this  church,  and  built  its  first 
meeting  house. 

It  was  in  the  year  1792  that  Unity  secured  its  first  installed  pastor,  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Dickey  Kilpatrick.  According  to  family  records,  he  was 
born  on  October  8,  1763,  in  the  Waxhaw  community  in  South  Carolina, 
near  the  North  Carolina  border.  These  records  show  that  two  Kilpatrick 
brothers,  Andrew  and  William,  came  over  from  Northern  Ireland  about 
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1755,  landing  in  Philadelphia.  They  went  first  to  New  Jersey,  where 
Andrew  made  a  permanent  home.  William  later  moved  southward,  set- 
tling in  the  Waxhaw  community,  and  there  he  married  Margaret  Dickey. 
Joseph  was  the  only  child  of  this  union.  While  a  boy  he  attended  (with 
Andrew  Jackson  who  later  served  as  President  of  the  United  States),  the 
Humphrie  Academy  in  Waxhaw,  North  Carolina.  His  instructor  was  the 
Reverend  Robert  Finley.  It  is  believed  that  Joseph  served  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  However,  it  must  have  been 
during  the  later  part  of  the  war,  for  he  was  only  eighteen  when  Cornwal- 
lis  surrendered. 

Kilpatrick  then  continued  his  preparatory  studies  under  the  direction 
of  John  Brown,  D.  D.  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  On  January  18,  1786, 
he  married  Margaret  Dickey.  (You  will  note  that  Kilpatrick's  mother  and 
wife  had  the  same  name;  however,  there  apparently  was  not  a  close 
kinship,  although  both  were  residents  of  the  Carolina  Waxhaws.) 
According  to  J.  K.  Fleming  in  Historic  Third  Creek  Church,  Andrew 
Jackson  was  also  a  rival  for  the  hand  of  Miss  Dickey. 

Joseph  studied  for  the  ministry  under  the  reverend  James  Hall,  D.  D., 
pastor  of  the  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church  in  Iredell  County.  Upon 
completion  of  his  studies,  he  received  a  call  from  Unity,  Third  Creek, 
and  Joppa  (now  Mocksville,  First).  How  much  time  he  devoted  to  each  is 
not  known,  however  it  is  known  that  he  lived  on  his  own  farm  in  the 
Third  Creek  area.  He  also  ran  a  classical  school  near  Third  Creek  church. 
Fleming  writes  concerning  this  school  that  the  "quality  and  scope  of  his 
instruction  is  known  from  an  advertisement  in  the  Raleigh  Star  in  1809: 

For  the  instruction  of  young  men  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages, 
English,  Grammar,  Geography,  etc  .  .  .  price  of  tuition  will  be  twelve 
dollars,  and  of  boarding  forty  dollars  per  year  .  .  .  The  utmost  care  will  be 
taken  to  preserve  the  morals  of  young  men  who  may  be  sent  to  this  place 
for  instruction.2 

Kilpatrick's  road  to  ordination  was  not  completely  smooth.  Dr.  Car- 
uthers,  one  of  the  historians  of  Orange  Presbytery,  tells  this  story  con- 
cerning the  licensure  of  Kilpatrick.  Because  Kilpatrick  was  weak  in 
mathematics  the  Presbytery  had  refused  more  than  once  to  sustain  his 
examinations.  Some  members  of  the  Presbytery  felt  that  something  must 
be  done  because  now  he  was  married  and  had  two  children.  When  the 
Presbytery  met  at  Bethany  in  Iredell  County,  they  handled  routine  busi- 
ness, then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  home  of  Dr.  James  Hall  at  7:00  in  the 
evening.  (The  date  is  not  known  since  Orange  Presbytery  records  of  this 
period  were  destroyed  by  fire.)  When  they  met,  the  examining  commit- 
tee asked  Dr.  Samuel  E.  McCorkle  to  conduct  the  examination.  Accord- 
ing to  Caruthers,  he  carried  it  on  "in  a  dull,  prosy  way  until  he  got  the 
members  of  Presbytery  all  fast  asleep."  Realizing  that  he  had  accom- 
plished his  plan,  "he  waked  them  up  and  asked  them  if  they  were  satis- 
fied with  the  examination."  Rather  then  admit  they  had  been  asleep, 
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they  all  said,  "yes".  The  examination  was  approved,  and  an  order  passed 
for  his  licensure  the  next  day,  and  according  to  Caruthers  "at  the  ap- 
pointed hour  he  got  leave  to  go  forth  into  all  the  world  or  wherever  he 
chose  and  preach  the  everlasting  gospel."  And  Caruthers  concludes  this 
story,  which  he  heard  while  a  student  at  Kilpatrick's  school  at  Third 
Creek,  by  saying,  "We  have  not  mentioned  these  facts  by  way  of  dispara- 
gem't  —  very  far  from  it,  for  we  have  a  high  veneration  for  his  character 
and  his  pupils,  tho'  they  knew  he  was  not  a  critical  scholar  in  the  lan- 
guages, not  a  man  of  great  ability  in  the  usual  sense  of  that  term,  all  loved 
him  as  a  father  and  w'd  not  have  done  anything  intentionally  for  the 
world  that  w'd  incur  his  displeasure."3 

Kilpatrick's  residence  while  serving  Unity  was  on  his  own  farm  less 
than  a  mile  from  Third  Creek  church.  The  following  description  of 
Kilpatrick  is  given  by  J.  D.  Rumple: 

A  man  of  middle  size,  bald  headed,  wore  spectacles,  and  was  wont  to 
grow  warm  in  preaching  and  strike  the  Bible  by  way  of  emphasis.  He  was  a 
zealous  advocate  of  revivals  and  did  not  object  to  excitement,  but  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  scene  when  the  congregation  was  crying  aloud  and  praying  for 
mercy.  He  would  come  down  out  of  his  pulpit,  tie  a  handkerchief  around 
his  head  to  relieve  a  headache,  and  talk  and  exhort  his  people  to  repen- 
tance. He  accompanied  a  number  of  his  people  to  Randolph  County  in 
1802  to  the  scene  of  the  great  revivals.  He  is  represented  as  being  very 
fond  of  children  and  as  having  power  to  win  their  affections.  Even  though 
they  feared  that  he  would  talk  to  them  on  the  subject  of  religion,  they  still 
were  rejoiced  to  see  him  coming.  He  was  a  pleasant  companion  and  de- 
lighted in  anecdotes.4 

Kilpatrick's  marriage  to  Margaret  Dickey  produced  a  large  family. 
Eight  children  grew  to  maturity.  These  were  Catherine,  born  November 
21,  1786;  Isabella,  born  August  18,  1788;  Moses  Dickey,  born  October 
24,  1790;  Abner  Williamson,  born  March  20,  1 793;  Lucinda,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1795;  Josiah  James,  born  January  8,  1797;  Rufus  Hall,  born 
August  22,  1801;  and  Wilson,  born  February  19,  1804.  Catherine  and 
Isabella  married  ministers  (four  sons  of  Isabella  and  Rev.  Francis  H. 
Porter  became  Presbyterian  ministers),  and  Lucinda  married  John 
Cowan,  a  successful  Third  Creek  farmer.  Abner  and  Josiah  became  Pres- 
byterian ministers  (their  stories  will  be  told  later)  and  Wilson  was  pre- 
paring for  the  ministry  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Moses  was  a 
Third  Creek  farmer,  and  Rufus  served  as  an  elder  and  Clerk  of  Session  at 
Third  Creek. 

Rev.  Kilpatrick  was  present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord  when  it  was  set  apart  from  Orange  Presbytery.  Meeting  at 
Bethpage  on  December  24,  1795,  with  six  ministers  and  one  elder 
present,  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  was  formed,  and  the  first  order  of 
business  was  to  license  a  candidate  for  ministry.  Prior  to  that  date,  Unity 
had  been  in  Orange  Presbytery.  Unity,  then,  was  one  of  the  original 
churches  of  Concord  Presbytery,  and  Kilpatrick  one  of  its  twelve  origi- 
nal ministers. 
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Kilpatrick  was  in  agreement  with  the  great  revivals  which  were  taking 
place  in  the  early  1800s.  As  is  noted  above  in  Rumple's  history,  Kilpa- 
trick was  not  offended  by  the  emotions  of  the  revivals  of  that  period,  but 
agreed  with  them,  and  encouraged  them  among  his  members.  While 
Rev.  McCorkle  at  Thyatira  was  more  apprehensive,  and  had  many  seri- 
ous doubts  about  the  great  excitement  which  accompanied  the  revivals, 
Kilpatrick  favored  them,  and  took  many  of  his  people  to  take  part  in  the 
revival  meeting  in  Randolph  County,  near  Bells  Mill  in  1802.  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Henry  Foote  in  his  book  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,  Historical  and 
Biographical,  writes  that  Kilpatrick  was  "of  warm  heart,  and  ardent 
spirit,  anxious  for  revival  in  his  charge  and  not  anxious  about  the  attend- 
ing circumstances  of  swoons  or  exercises,  might  his  people  be  revived."5 
Other  ministers  and  members  from  this  area  went,  including  Rev.  James 
Hall  from  Bethany.  Foote  records  that  the  preachers  reached  the 
grounds  on  which  the  revivals  were  taking  place  on  Friday  evening,  and 
took  some  part  in  the  services.  Their  members  arrived  Saturday,  and  the 
revival  meetings  proved  to  be  ones  of  great  excitement.  Dr.  Hall's  people 
began  to  be  exercised,  and  during  the  meetings  all  the  congregations, 
one  after  another,  were  more  or  less  affected.  However  Rev.  Hall  report- 
ed that  "the  next  morning,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  Mr.  Kilpatrick  came 
to  me  in  much  distress,  and  told  me  he  feared  God  had  forsaken  his  little 
flock,  as  not  one  of  them  was  affected."  [By  "affected"  he  meant  "con- 
victed of  their  sin"  and  showing  this  by  lying  on  the  ground  "in  sore 
distress,  and  uttering  ardent  cries  for  mercy"  —  this  was  one  of  the 
"exercises"  or  signs  of  revival.]6  The  ministers,  including  Kilpatrick, 
returned  home,  "satisfied  that  the  excitement  was  a  revival  of  true 
religion,  and  these  bodily  exercises  were  connected  in  a  manner  inexpli- 
cable, and  not  to  be  questioned."7 

According  to  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1822,  Unity  — 
with  Kilpatrick  as  pastor  —  was  one  of  three  congregations  in  Concord 
Presbytery  which  experienced  revivals  during  1821.  The  minutes  read, 
"The  congregations  of  Bethany,  Back  Creek,  and  Unity  in  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord  have  also  been  blessed  with  the  reviving  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  In  the  congregations  of  the  last  named  Presbytery,  it  is 
believed,  that  nearly  two  hundred  persons  have  experienced  the  renew- 
ing influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  a  large  proportion  of  these  are  the 
children  of  pious  parents,  a  number  of  whom  are  training  up  for  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel."  Unfortunately,  because  of  our  lack  of  records  for 
this  time,  we  do  not  know  the  effects  of  these  revivals  on  Unity's  mem- 
bership, nor  do  we  know  if  any  of  those  "training  up  for  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel"  were  from  this  church.  But  we  do  know  from  this  that 
Kilpatrick  kept  the  spirit  of  revival  alive  in  this  congregation  throughout 
his  ministry  here. 

Kilpatrick  served  Unity  from  his  ordination  in  1792  until  1822.  He 
also  served  Third  Creek  beginning  in  1792,  and  served  there  until  his 
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death  in  1 829.  In  1 792  he  also  became  pastor  of  Joppa,  but  served  there 
just  until  1796.  In  1804  when  Back  Creek  was  established  by  members 
who  left  Thyatira,  Kilpatrick  became  their  first  pastor,  and  ministered 
there  until  his  death. 

In  the  spring  of  1797,  the  first  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly 
from  Concord  Presbytery  was  elected.  That  commissioner  was  Rev.  Kil- 
patrick, who  was  present  at  the  Assembly  in  May  1797.  He  served  on  the 
Bills  and  Overtures  Committee  of  that  Assembly,  held  at  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  Philadelphia.  He  also  represented  the  Presbytery  of  Con- 
cord at  General  Assembly  in  1800  (again  serving  on  the  Bills  and  Over- 
tures Committee),  in  1811  and  in  1814. 

Kilpatrick  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  and 
then  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  during  his  years  here  at  Unity.  In  1808 
the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  met  and  being  "jealous  of  the  progress  the 
Methodist  Church  was  making  and  fearful  of  it  capturing  most  of  the 
fruits  of  the  revival"8,  passed  a  motion  that  "all  unnecessary  intercourse 
with  them  [Methodists]  be  avoided  .  .  .  "9  The  Synod  went  on  to  say  that 
anyone  who  invited  a  Methodist  preacher  to  supply  a  Presbyterian  pul- 
pit, "even  with  the  approbation  of  the  Session  ...  be  dealt  with  by  their 
respective  Session,  as  disorderly  persons."10  Kilpatrick  and  James  Hall 
dissented  from  this  action  on  the  grounds  the  "the  Methodist  Church  is 
alone  implicated,  when  it  is  known  that  the  ministers  of  other  denomina- 
tions, have  made  impositions  on  congregations  belonging  to  our 
Church."11  William  H.  Foote  says  that  Kilpatrick  also  dissented  from  an 
action  taken  by  the  Synod  disapproving  of  Presbyterian  participation  in 
communion  services  with  other  denominations.12  His  strong  belief  in  the 
benefits  of  revival  guided  him  into  taking  these  firm  stands  on  the  floor 
of  Synod  meetings. 

In  addition  to  his  own  classical  school,  Kilpatrick  had  strong  interest  in 
education,  especially  for  young  men  preparing  for  ministry.  He  was 
named  a  trustee  when  the  North  Carolina  Legislature  granted  a  charac- 
ter for  the  establishment  of  Western  College  (however  efforts  to  estab- 
lish this  institution  failed  to  materialize).  And  he  was  elected  a  Director 
for  the  "Theological  Seminary  in  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia"  (later 
called  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia)  when  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  joined  the  Synod  of  Virginia  in  the  control  and  support  of  this 
institution.  Kilpatrick,  then,  was  one  of  the  first  three  Directors  of  Union 
Seminary  representing  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.13 

In  September  of  1825,  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  three  men  to  "write  the  history  of  this  Presbytery,  and  send  it, 
when  written,  to  the  proper  persons  [at  General  Assembly]  without 
delay."  Kilpatrick  was  one  of  the  three  appointed;  however,  the  next 
spring  these  men  asked  to  "be  discharged  from  the  duties  assigned  to 
them",  and  Presbytery  granted  this  request.14  The  reason  for  their  re- 
quests is  not  noted. 
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As  noted  earlier,  Rev.  Kilpatrick  served  Unity  from  his  ordination  in 
1792  until  1822  —  a  pastorate  of  30  years,  the  longest  in  the  history  of 
this  church.  He  continued  to  pastor  the  Third  Creek  and  Back  Creek 
churches  until  his  death  on  September  20,  1829.  He  was  away  from 
home  when  he  died,  and  according  to  J.  D.  Rumple,  his  body  was  not 
taken  to  his  home  but  brought  directly  to  Third  Creek  Church.  He  was 
buried  there,  "while  the  bereaved  people  wept  over  his  grave,  feeling 
that  the  Lord  had  removed  the  candlestick  from  their  midst."15  J.G. 
Ramsey,  in  the  Third  Creek  Centennial  Address  said: 

The  funeral  cortege  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  the  Church,  and  the 
people  held  'the  wake'  there  for  the  night.  No  Minister  being  present,  next 
day  the  large  concourse  of  people  interred  the  body  with  appropriate 
religious  services  of  their  own.16 

His  son,  the  Rev.  Josiah  James  Kilpatrick,  preached  the  funeral  ser- 
mon on  October  7  on  the  text  from  Exodus  33:18,  "I  beseech  Thee,  show 
me  thy  glory."17  On  April  8,  1830,  at  its  regular  meeting,  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord  adopted  the  following  memorial: 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  remove  by 
death,  since  our  last  Stated  Sessions,  our  aged  and  worthy  brother,  Rev. 
Joseph  D.  Kilpatrick;  Resolved,  that  Presbytery  with  due  submission  to  the 
Divine  will,  express  their  veneration  for  his  memory;  and  for  his  piety,  zeal 
and  fidelity  now  manifested  in  his  long  and  successful  labors  in  the  Church 
of  Christ."18 

In  his  address  at  the  semi-centennial  service  at  Back  Creek  in  1857, 
the  Rev.  S.  C.  Alexander,  D.  D.  said  these  things  about  Kilpatrick: 

The  great  work  of  building  up  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  continued  to  be 
the  all  absorbing  object  of  his  life  till  the  20th  of  September,  1829,  when 
the  Lord  called  him  to  rest  from  his  labors,  and  to  wear  his  crown.  Thus  fell 
a  gallant  soldier.  For  many  long  years  he  had  fought  under  the  banner  of 
Prince  Immanuel,  and  had  proved  himself  faithful  to  the  last.  He  was  a 
noble  man  —  was  possessed  of  a  large  heart,  generous  feelings,  and  willing 
hands.  The  great  success  with  which  he  was  met,  was  owing  in  no  small 
degree  to  his  earnestness,  his  plain,  pointed  and  powerful  application  of 
the  truth.  Often  while  delivering  his  solemn  message,  the  big,  manly  tear 
would  steal  down  his  cheek,  showing  that  he  felt  what  he  said.  He  could 
sympathize  with  his  people  in  their  distresses;  hence,  he  and  his  flock  were 
knit  together  in  love  as  were  the  hearts  of  David  and  Jonathan  .  .  .While  he 
lived  he  lived  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  labored  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  Church  and  for  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom.19 

The  Rev.  William  A.  Hall,  third  pastor  of  Unity,  and  author  of  our  first 
written  history,  wrote  that  Kilpatrick  "was  ordained  in  the  year  1792, 
and  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church,  in  connection  with  others,  until 
the  year  1822,  having  preached  to  them  thirty  years,  with  sometimes 
greater  and  sometimes  less  success.  His  name  is  yet  dear  to  the  few 
surviving  members  who  once  enjoyed  his  ministry."20 
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The  opening  paragraph  of  Kilpatriek's  Last  Will  and  Testament,  writ- 
ten August  14,  1829,  provides  us  with  a  glimpse  of  this  man's  beliefs  in 
his  own  words: 

In  the  enjoyment  of  my  usual  health  of  body  and  mind,  I  would  ever 
remember  my  approach  to  death,  and  the  judgement  of  the  quick  and  the 
dead,  and  carefully  arrange  my  temporal  and  spiritual  concern  for  both 
worlds  as  a  pilgrim  and  a  stranger  here.  As  to  my  worldly  interests  —  21 

And  he  concludes  his  will  with  these  words: 

Finally,  I  desire  to  will  myself  soul  and  body,  my  wife,  my  children  and 
servants  to  the  Lord  to  be  His  through  the  Atonement  of  Jesus  Christ 
forever,  my  dear  Congregation,  I  leave  to  the  care  of  God's  Providence  and 
influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit  to  provide  for  and  save  them  with  me  and  mine 
and  bring  us  to  rejoice  together  at  His  right  hand  forever,  Amen.22 

During  Rev.  Kilpatriek's  ministry  at  Unity  the  church  moved  from  its 
first  location  to  the  present  site,  and  the  first  building  on  the  present  site 
was  erected.  Little  is  known  about  the  actions  and  activities  of  the 
Session  and  congregation  during  Kilpatriek's  ministry,  since  no  records 
for  that  period  are  available.  However  it  is  obvious  that  the  congregation 
was  being  led  by  an  earnest,  hard-working,  dedicated  Shepherd,  and 
also  obvious  that  the  church  was  growing  in  numbers  and  strength  under 
his  leadership.  Unity  Church  had  become  a  firm  stronghold  of  faith, 
ready  to  meet  the  challenges  that  lay  ahead. 
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THE  WATTS  AND  HALL  ERA 

WILLIAM  FRANKLIN  WATTS 

The  second  minister  to  serve  Unity  was  William  Franklin  Watts,  who 
began  serving  sometime  prior  to  his  ordination  by  Concord  Presbytery. 
The  exact  date  on  which  he  came  to  Unity  is  not  known;  however  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  that  he  began  supplying  Unity  soon  after  the  resigna- 
tion of  Rev.  Kilpatrick. 

Watts  was  the  son  of  William  and  Rachel  Watts  who  were  married  on 
June  11,  1778,  being  the  first  couple  married  by  the  Reverend  James 
Hall,  D.  D.23  The  elder  William  was  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Concord 
Presbyterian  Church,  Statesville,  and  dedicated  two  of  his  sons  William 
(often  called  by  his  middle  name,  Franklin)  and  Albertus,  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry  when  they  were  young.  He  was  in  the  company  of  one  of  his 
neighbors  on  a  trip  to  Pennsylvania,  and  was  attempting  to  cross  the 
Susquehanna  by  night  when  he  "was  swept  from  his  horse  by  the  current 
of  the  river.  A  short  distance  below,  he  lodged  on  a  rock,  and  while  there, 
waiting  till  his  fellow  traveler  could  procure  assistance,  he  vowed  to  the 
Lord  that  if  he  would  save  his  life,  he  would  educate  two  of  his  sons  and 
dedicate  them  to  the  Gospel  Ministry."24  William  survived,  and  did  as  he 
promised.  How  much  longer  he  lived  is  not  known,  but  his  wife,  Rachel 
died  on  June  17th,  1858,  at  the  age  of  102  years,  three  months  and  four 
days.  She  was  remembered  as  a  Christian  mother  who  had  "done  her 
work  well  in  the  religious  instruction  of  her  children."25 

William  Franklin  was  born  in  Iredell  County,  and  although  we  know 
nothing  of  his  early  life  or  educational  background,  we  do  know  that  he 
was  active  in  Sunday  School  work  in  Davie  County  possibly  as  early  as 
1821.26  James  W  Wall,  in  his  A  History  Of  The  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Mocksville,  North  Carolina,  records  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by 
Watts,  dated  April  18,  1825,  while  he  was  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  "Olive  Branch  Sabbath  School  Union".  The  letter  is  to  "The  Manag- 
ers of  the  Sabbath  School  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House",  and  Watts  writes, 
"We  have  seen  them  [Sunday  Schools]  rise  and  flourish,  produce  much 
excitement  and  promise  much  fruit,  when,  alas,  we  were  unaware,  their 
bright  prospects  had  vanished  and  left  us  to  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of 
disappointment."27  The  proposed  Sunday  School  Union  was  designed  to 
establish  a  definite  organization  to  promote,  unify,  and  firmly  establish 
Sunday  School  work  in  Davie  County,  and  demonstrates  Watts'  desire  to 
teach  God's  word  to  the  people. 

According  to  records  of  Concord  Presbytery,  on  June  7,  1825,  the 
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Presbytery  received  "a  petition  from  the  churches  of  Unity  and  Joppa 
.  .  .  requesting  the  ordination  of  Mr.  William  F.  Watts  as  an  Evangelist."28 
Presbytery  agreed  to  ordain  him  "on  account  of  the  desperate  situation 
in  these  churches  and  the  prospect  of  Mr.  Watts'  usefulness  to  them."29 

On  July  15,  1825,  Presbytery  met  and  proceeded  to  examine  Mr. 
Watts.  He  delivered  a  sermon  from  Romans  5:1,  "Therefore,  since  we 
are  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ".  He  was  also  examined  on  the  discipline  and  government  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  examination  was  sustained  as  Presbytery  was 
satisfied  with  his  state  of  preparation  for  entering  "upon  the  discharge  of 
all  the  duties  of  Holy  Ministry".30  Presbytery  resolved  to  ordain  him  as 
an  Evangelist  the  following  morning  at  11:00. 

On  Saturday,  July  16,  1825,  Presbytery  met,  was  constituted  with 
prayer,  and  an  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Souathan  O. 
Freeman,  from  Acts  20:24,  "But  I  do  not  account  my  life  of  any  value  nor 
as  precious  to  myself,  if  only  I  may  accomplish  my  course  and  the  minis- 
try which  I  received  from  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  to  the  gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God."  Then,  with  solemn  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  the  hands, 
Mr.  Watts  was  ordained  and  set  apart  to  the  Gospel  Ministry.  Rev.  Daniel 
Gould  presided  and  gave  the  charge  to  the  newly  ordained  minister  and 
a  solemn  exhortation  to  the  people. 

Although  Watts  preached  for  some  time,  possibly  two  or  three  years, 
at  Unity  and  Joppa  prior  to  his  ordination  —  doing  so  with  "great 
acceptance"  —  his  ministry  here  following  ordination  was  brief.  Ac- 
cording to  our  Sessional  Records,  in  the  brief  history  written  by  Rev. 
William  A.  Hall,  "after  preaching  between  one  and  two  years  with  great 
acceptance,  he  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist.  His  trial  sermon,  prepara- 
tory to  ordination,  was  the  last  he  ever  preached.  He  was  laboring,  as  was 
afterward  discovered,  under  consumption  which  terminated  his  life  in  a 
few  months."31 

Watts  died  on  May  8,  1826,  at  the  age  of  33  years.  He  is  buried  beside 
his  mother  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Concord  Presbyterian  Church,  States- 
ville.  On  his  tombstone  are  carved  these  words,  "For  me  to  live  is  Christ 
and  to  die  is  gain. "  His  was  a  brief  ministry  at  Unity,  and  we  must  assume 
that  he  was  never  really  able  to  take  up  his  preaching  responsibilities 
following  his  ordination.  However,  in  the  time  our  Lord  gave  him  to 
spend  in  ministry,  Watts  faithfully  fulfilled  his  calling,  and  certainly  had  a 
profound  influence  on  the  people  of  Unity. 

Watts'  influence  lived  on  in  an  interesting  way  as  recorded  in  his 
brother,  the  Reverend  Albertus  L.  Watts'  biography.  It  was  in  the  naming 
of  the  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church: 

William  Franklin  Watts  "preached  for  a  while  at  Joppa  in  Davie  County  and 
in  Rowan  County  at  Unity  Church,  and  at  a  stand  near  the  place  where  Franklin 
Church  was  afterwards  erected,  about  five  miles  from  Salisbury.  .  .  The  church 
of  Franklin  was  not  organized  until  after  his  death;  and  as  a  token  of  regard 
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which  the  people,  among  whom  he  had  preached,  bore  to  his  memory,  they 
called  their  church  Franklin,  after  his  middle  name  .  .  ."32 

During  the  final  months  of  Rev.  Watts  life,  and  in  the  time  before 
Unity's  next  installed  minister  arrived,  the  church  was  supplied  on  occa- 
sion by  various  ministers  from  Concord  Presbytery.  At  the  Fall  meeting 
of  Presbytery  in  1825,  "the  Presbytery  undertook  to  supply  its  vacant 
churches  as  follows:"  and  Rev.  Joseph  D.  Kilpatrick  is  listed  for  "1  at 
Unity  and  1  at  Joppa."  At  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  on  April  7,  1827,  at 
the  Thyatira  church,  a  commissioner  was  appointed  to  that  year's  Gener- 
al Assembly  meeting.  It  was  "the  Rev'd  Henry  N.  Pharr  Bishop  of  the 
congregations  of  Prospect  and  Unity".  Pharr  came  into  Concord  Presby- 
tery in  the  Fall  of  1825,  and  was  evidently  supplying  Unity  at  the  time  of 
the  above  appointment.  He  later  served  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Concord. 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  HALL 

Unity  was  without  an  installed  minister  from  the  death  of  William 
Watts  until  1827,  when  the  congregation  called  the  Rev.  William  A.  Hall. 
Hall  was  born  in  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  on  July  20,  1799,  the 
son  of  James  Thomas  and  Rachel  Johnston  Hall.  He  was  one  of  ten 
children  in  the  family,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  He  grew  up  in  the 
Bethany  Presbyterian  Church,  where  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  James  Hall, 
D.  D.,  a  Revolutionary  War  hero  and  influential  preacher  and  teacher, 
was  pastor  for  thirty-eight  years.  He  prepared  for  college  under  the 
Reverend  John  Mushat  of  Statesville,  and  in  1821  he  entered  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  as  a  junior,  graduating  in  the  summer  of  1822. 
After  graduation  he  founded  the  Ebenezer  Academy  near  Bethany,  and 
began  a  career  teaching  in  this  classical  school.  His  uncle,  Robert  S.  Hall, 
succeeded  him  as  principal  of  the  school.  He  was  succeeded  by  Hugh  R. 
Hall,  one  of  William's  pupils,  who  continued  in  that  position  for  twenty- 
eight  years. 

Concerning  this  school,  Hall  wrote  the  following  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  E.  F. 
Rockwell,  in  1892: 

I  began  teaching  at  Bethany  in  the  summer  of  1822;  taught  a  year  in  the 
session  house.  A  number  of  boys  built  little  shanties  to  study  in  the  first 
winter.  I  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1823  we  first  occupied  the  Academy 
and  I  taught  in  it  two  years  .  .  .  "33 

Ebenezer  Academy  was  granted  a  charter  by  the  Legislature  in  1823 
and  it  continued  in  operation  even  after  the  introduction  of  the  public 
school  system  following  the  passage  of  North  Carolina's  "first  common 
school  law"  in  1839. 34 

Hall  did  not  make  a  profession  of  faith  until  after  finishing  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina,  at  which  time  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Bethany  Presbyterian  Church.  In  1824  he  made  the  decision  to  enter 


33 


REV.  WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  HALL 

Pastor—  1827-1851 


34 


the  ministry,  resigned  his  professorship,  and  moved  to  York,  South  Caro- 
lina. There  he  again  engaged  in  teaching,  while  also  engaging  in  ministe- 
rial preparations  under  the  Reverend  James  Adams.  During  this  time  he 
was  also  received  under  the  care  of  Concord  Presbytery,  that  event 
occurring  on  September  7,  1824.  For  three  years  Hall  prepared  for  the 
ministry,  and  during  those  years  he  was  required  to  meet  three  times 
with  the  Presbytery,  each  time  delivering  a  sermon  on  an  assigned  text. 
On  three  different  occasions  he  was  also  examined  on  the  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Ecclesiastical  History.  He  prepared  a  lecture  on  the  Twenty- 
third  Psalm  and  an  Exegisis  on  the  theme,  "Estne  filius  patri  aequalis"  (Is 
the  Son  equal  to  the  Father?)  and  was  given  a  general  examination  on 
theology.35 

Hall  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  at  a  meeting 
in  Salisbury  in  August,  1827.  The  Presbytery  ordered  a  called  meeting 
"at  Joppa  Church  on  Friday  before  the  second  Sabbath  of  November, 
1827,  to  attend  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Hall."  He  delivered  a  lecture 
"on  theology  in  general  .  .  .  government  and  discipline"  at  the  home  of 
Thomas  McNeely  at  six  o'clock  on  November  9,  1827,  and  was  ordained 
at  eleven  o'clock,  November  10  by  the  Presbytery.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  Kilpa- 
trick,  first  pastor  of  Unity,  preached  the  ordination  sermon.36 

Hall  began  his  ministry  at  Unity  and  Joppa  immediately.  The  two 
congregations  had  petitioned  Presbytery  to  ordain  Hall,  and  issued  a  call 
"for  the  ministerial  labors  of  W.  A.  Hall  .  .  .  This  call  being  presented  to 
Mr.  Hall  he  accepted  it  .  .  .  "37  This  began  a  twenty-four  year  ministry, 
the  second  longest  in  Unity's  history. 

Hall  married  Livie  (or  Olivia)  C.  Hall  on  December  18,  1828.  She  too 
was  from  the  Bethany  community  of  Iredell  County.  They  lived  in  their 
own  home  in  Mocksville,  and  owned  considerable  property  in  the 
town.38  They  had  four  children,  Emma  C.  (who  married  W.  C.  Kerr); 
Almeda  Gregg  (who  was  baptized  at  Joppa  on  April  4,  1835),  Spencer 
Nettleton  (who  was  born  on  August  3,  1832)  and  Julia  C.  (who  was 
baptized  at  Joppa  on  April  5,  1838  —  she  died  at  the  age  of  6,  on  August 
21,  1844,  and  is  buried  at  Joppa). 

Unity  owes  a  great  debt  of  thanks  to  Rev.  Hall  for  his  work  in  initiating 
the  keeping  of  Sessional  Records.  We  have  no  records  prior  to  1838,  but 
in  that  year  Hall  wrote  "a  brief  history"  of  Unity  (contained  in  full  in  this 
book)  in  the  front  of  a  Sessional  record  book,  and  then  began  recording 
the  minutes  of  each  meeting.  The  first  entry  is  for  May  1838,  and  reads, 
"The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  at  which  time 
Joseph  T  Dickson,  Elizabeth  Lyerly  and  James  (servant  of  T  L.  Cowan) 
were  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  and  piety  and  by  a  vote  Session 
received  into  communion  with  the  church."39  From  these  earliest  rec- 
ords we  learn  a  great  deal  about  life  at  Unity  in  the  late  1830's  and 
beyond. 

These  earliest  records  contain  mostly  the  actions  of  receiving  and 
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dismissing  members,  the  record  of  baptisms  performed,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Elders  to  Presbytery  meetings,  and  the  record  of  deaths.  (The 
Joseph  T.  Dickson  who  is  mentioned  in  the  first  entry  is  mentioned  again 
in  an  entry  on  August  13,  1839,  "Mr.  Joseph  T.  Dickson  died".  This  is  the 
fourth  death  recorded  in  the  Session  Minutes).  Also  recorded  in  the 
early  minutes  are  the  disciplinary  actions  taken  by  the  Session.  The  first 
such  action  is  recorded  on  September  8,  1839: 

The  Session  met  constituted  with  prayer.  All  present  except  Mr.  Lyerly. 
Session  was  informed  by  two  of  its  members,  that  Eliza  a  member  of  our 
church  .  .  .  has  turned  off  her  husband  and  taken  off  with  another  man. 
Whereupon  resolved  as  she  is  now  out  of  our  bounds,  and  the  evidence  of 
her  guilt  such  as  can  not  be  doubted.  Without  citation  of  further  trial  she  be 
hereby  suspended  from  the  privileges  of  the  church;  resolved  that  further 
that  this  suspension  be  published  before  the  congregation.40 

The  Session,  under  Rev.  Hall's  leadership,  took  seriously  its  responsi- 
bility to  discipline  members  of  the  congregation.  Charges  ranged  from 
adultery  to  drunkenness  to  "immorality."  Yet  the  Session  used  restraint 
in  it  disciplinary  actions,  most  often  sending  a  committee  of  two  Elders 
to  speak  privately  with  the  accused,  and  then  inviting  the  person 
charged  to  come  and  meet  with  the  Session  to  tell  their  side.  Also,  the 
Session  forgave  those  who  repented,  and  allowed  them  to  rejoin  the 
congregation  and  again  receive  the  sacraments.  This  is  seen  in  an  entry 
on  October  25,  1845,  when  it  is  noted  that  a  member  "who  had  been 
under  suspension  for  several  years,  having  given  satisfactory  evidence  of 
penitence,  was  restored  to  his  former  privileges  again".41  Both  white 
and  black  members  were  disciplined,  and  the  cases  were  handled  in  the 
same  manner.  It  is  a  testimony  to  the  high  regard  in  which  the  office  of 
Elder  was  held  that  these  cases  were  handled  so  well,  and  the  decisions 
respected  by  the  congregation  which  had  elected  them. 

The  first  notation  in  the  Session  records  of  an  election  of  elders  is  on 
February  24,1 839,  when  the  Session  "resolved  that  the  election  for  new 
elders  be  held  on  Saturday  before  the  second  sabbath  of  April  next  and 
that  four  shall  be  the  number  chosen."  The  Session  met  again  on  April 
13,  1839,  and  "the  subject  of  Election  of  Elders  was  then  taken  up,  and 
agreed  that  it  be  held  immediately  after  sermon,  by  ballot."  The  sermon 
was  preached  from  Acts  20:28,  after  which  the  vote  was  taken  for  elders. 
Four  men  were  elected,  however,  it  is  noted  on  April  26  that  the  "elders 
elect  were  invited  in,  to  say  whether  they  would  accept,  or  reject,  the 
office  they  were  elected  to,  the  question  being  put  to  each  one  individ- 
ually but  only  one  of  them,  Andrew  Gray  excepted  the  office."  Mr.  Gray 
was  ordained  to  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  on  September  21,  1839. 42 

Prior  to  Mr.  Gray's  ordination  14  other  men  had  served,  or  were  still 
serving  as  elders  of  Unity.  According  to  Rev.  Hall's  "Brief  History",  the 
first  members  of  the  Session  were  John  Marlin,  James  Kincaid,  Samuel 
Wilson,  and  Henry  Robison,  and  these  four  were  the  only  elders  until 
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1800.  In  1800,  three  others  were  elected,  Abraham  Gillean,  Samuel 
Wilson,  and  Samuel  Culbertson.  Then,  around  1815,  Joseph  Marlin  and 
Samuel  Trott  were  elected,  and  in  1818  John  Marlin,  Thomas  William- 
son, and  Jacob  Lyerly  were  elected.  The  next  election  was  held  in  1824 
when  Samuel  Marlin  and  Gillespie  Culbertson  were  elected  as  elders.  At 
least  Samuel  Culbertson,  John  Marlin,  Jacob  Lyerly,  Gillespie  Culbert- 
son, and  Samuel  Marlin  were  still  serving  on  the  Session  when  Gray  was 
elected. 

The  first  election  of  deacons  at  Unity  was  held  in  1841.  In  1840  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  had  asked  all  Presbyteries 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  establish  the  office  of  deacon  in  their 
churches.  On  June  13,  1841,  Unity's  Sessional  Minutes  records  the 
election  of  four  men  for  the  office  of  deacon,  however,  all  four  refuse  to 
serve  in  this  office.  Another  election  was  held  on  October  30,  1842,  and 
at  that  time  three  persons  were  elected,  Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr.,  Newbury  Hall, 
and  James  Thomason.  These  three  accepted  the  office,  and  were  or- 
dained to  the  office  of  deacon  on  December  25,  1842.  Thus  began  a 
tradition  of  deacons  at  Unity  whose  responsibility  it  was  to  "take  care  of 
the  poor,  and  to  distribute  among  them  the  collections  that  may  be  raised 
for  their  use."43 

Another  interesting  note  about  our  earliest  Sessional  Minutes  is  the 
poetic  way  in  which  the  Clerks  (Samuel  Marlin  1838-1848;  Rev.  William 
A.  Hall  1848-1851;  John  C.  Foard  1851-1864;  etc)  recorded  the  deaths 
of  members.  Here  follow  a  couple  of  examples  from  Volume  I  of  our 
Minutes: 

Mr.  Samuel  Culbertson  departed  this  life  the  29th  of  November  1842, 

aged  74  years. 
Mr.  William  Thomason  died,  having  for  many  years  been  a  consistent  and 

worthy  member  of  the  Church. 
Samuel  Marlin,  Esq.  died  having  served  in  the  office  of  ruling  leader  for 

more  than  twenty  years.  Mr.  Marlin  was  a  working,  prudent,  humble, 

consistent  Christian  whose  death  was  much  lamented  by  both  church 

and  state. 
Mr.  John  Fraley  died,  in  a  peaceful  state  of  mind,  having  been  a  member  of 

Unity  more  than  twenty  years. 
Mrs.  Ann  Nolly  died  in  a  calm  and  peaceful  state  of  mind  having  assured 

her  friends,  that  the  last  was  the  happiest  night  she  ever  spent  on 

earth... 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  examples  of  the  way  in  which  death  was 
treated,  and  thanks  was  given  for  the  service  of  these  faithful  disciples  of 
Christ. 

Although  no  statistical  records  or  treasurer's  reports  are  available  for 
the  years  prior  to  1888,  there  are  records  of  giving  to  special  causes, 
beginning  with  this  minute  on  December  12,  1841,  "A  collection  taken 
up  for  foreign  missions  amounting  to  Eleven  dollars  and  sixty-five 
cents".  There  followed  an  offering  on  March  13,  1842,  of  "$11.30  cents 
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was  given  by  the  congregation  for  contingencies".  Collections,  as  they 
were  called,  were  taken  up  for  foreign  missions  on  a  regular  basis  follow- 
ing this,  as  were  collections  for  "domestic  missions",  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  General  Assembly's  commissioners  fund,  and  others.  One 
note  of  special  interest  is  the  record  on  April  25, 1847,  "collected  for  the 
benefit  of  Margaret who  is  deaf  and  dumb  .  .  .  $11.50." 
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During  the  first  twenty  years  of  Rev.  Hall's  pastorate  here,  the  congre- 
gation worshipped  in  the  first  sanctuary  built  at  the  present  location  of 
the  church.  That  church  building  was  erected  about  1800,  and  was 
certainly  a  wooden  structure.  It  served  the  people  of  Unity  until  1847 
when  the  present  sanctuary  was  completed.  The  first  sermon  preached 
in  the  present  sanctuary  was  September  26,  1847.  On  that  same  day  a 
baptism  was  performed  in  our  new  sanctuary  as  Rev.  Hall  baptized 
William  Cowan,  infant  son  of  John  Ripult. 

This  sanctuary,  still  in  use  141  years  later,  was  well  constructed  of  the 
best  materials.  All  the  framing  and  lumber  was  hewn  by  hand;  and  all  the 
nails  were  hand  wrought.  The  building  contains  a  balcony,  known  at  the 
time  of  building  as  a  gallery.  It  extends  the  length  of  both  sides  and  across 
the  back.  The  west  side  of  the  balcony  was  the  section  occupied  by 
servants  in  the  early  years.  Servants  of  Unity  members  were  members  of 
the  church  themselves,  and  were  required  to  attend  services.  They  were 
received  into  membership,  and  their  infants  baptized  along  with  their 
white  masters.  It  was  not  until  1870,  following  the  establishment  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Presbyterian  Church,  that  all  former  servants  were  dismissed 
from  Unity  so  that  they  could  join  Mt.  Vernon. 

Concerning  the  balcony,  the  story  was  told  by  Mrs.  Fay  Bailey  that  the 
railings  along  the  edge  of  the  balcony  were  not  always  there.  She  re- 
membered when  an  active  young  boy  fell  down  from  the  balcony,  and 
the  railings  were  then  added  to  prevent  this  from  re-occurring. 

The  church  was  not  painted  until  several  years  after  it  was  built. 
When  the  inside  was  painted,  it  was  decided  to  have  a  curtain  of  some 
kind  over  the  window  behind  the  pulpit.  A  cloth  curtain  was  considered 
first,  but  it  was  decided  that  a  painted  one  would  be  more  durable,  even 
though  it  would  cost  twenty-five  dollars.  The  scene  was  an  arched  door- 
way with  a  draped  curtain  over  the  arch. 

The  pulpit  was  originally  of  goblet  shape  and  contained  a  small  stair- 
way leading  up  to  the  pulpit  itself.  In  later  years  this  was  removed  and  a 
platform  built.  With  the  exception  of  these  things,  and  the  addition  of 
electric  lights,  heating  radiators  and  pew  cushions,  the  sanctuary  —  on 
the  inside  —  remains  very  much  as  it  was  when  built  in  1847. 

As  was  mentioned,  no  complete  statistical  reports  were  recorded 
prior  to  1888.  However,  on  March  17,  1850,  Rev.  Hall  recorded  the 
following  information  for  the  previous  year  (the  church  year  was  from 
April  1  to  March  31): 

Admitted  on  examination  during  the  year  6; 
three  white  and  3  colored.  Dismissed  1; 
Died  3;  Adults  baptized  4.  Infants  2.  Total  6. 
Paid  to  foreign  missions  $8.00.  Com.  Fund  $2.00 
Total  in  Communion  79.  White  58.  Black  21. 

While  serving  Unity  and  Joppa,  Rev.  Hall  helped  organized  the  Frank- 
lin Presbyterian  Church,  and  supplied  there  for  several  years.  His  influ- 
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ence  over  the  state  of  religion  in  this  area  of  North  Carolina  was  consid- 
erable. Like  our  first  minister,  J.  D.  Kilpatrick,  Hall  had  an  interest  in 
revival  and  attended  at  least  one  of  the  camp  meetings  common  during 
his  time.44  He  was  also  quite  interested  in  missions,  as  evidenced  by  the 
relatively  large  offerings  for  missions  collected  at  both  Unity  and  Joppa 
while  he  was  serving  these  two  churches.  This  is  also  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  in  1832,  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  elected  a  new  Executive 
Committee  of  Missions  and  Hall  was  one  of  the  nine  persons  elected  to 
serve  on  this  committee. 

Hall  also  went  as  a  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Con- 
cord Presbytery  at  least  once  —  in  1845.  This  was  the  Assembly  at 
which  were  received  letters  from  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland  and  the  Church  of  Scotland  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

On  November  9,  1851,  a  congregational  meeting  was  called  after  the 
sermon,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Gray  was  chosen  as  chairman,  with  John  C. 
Foard  as  clerk.  Rev.  Hall  asked  the  congregation  "to  join  him  in  a  peti- 
tion to  Presbytery  to  dissolve  the  pastoral  relation  existing  between 
them  and  himself;  which  request  was  granted  by  unanimous  vote."  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Session  the  following  week,  the  following  is  recorded, 
"The  ministerial  labor  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Hall  .  .  .  having  preached  to  this 
congregation  for  24  years.  One  hundred  Fourteen  Dollars  and  fifty  cents 
was  paid  to  our  pastor  as  part  of  his  salary  for  the  year  1851.  $27.50  paid 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1851."45  At  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  in 
the  spring  of  1852,  Hall  was  dismissed  —  having  served  his  whole 
ministry  thus  far  in  this  Presbytery  —  to  the  Presbytery  of  the  Western 
District.  There  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Trenton  and  Zion  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Gibson  County,  Tennessee.  He  served  these  churches  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  labored  in  another  part  of  the  same  county  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  organized  a  number  of  churches  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Western  District  Presbytery,  among  them  were  Yorkville,  Dyers- 
burg,  and  Smyrna.  After  serving  for  17  years  in  Gibson  County,  and 
having  been  deprived  by  death  of  the  companionship  of  his  wife,  he 
moved  in  January,  1867,  to  the  Mt.  Carmel  community  in  Tipton  Coun- 
ty. Here  his  father  and  mother  were  buried,  and  a  number  of  his  brothers 
and  other  relatives  lived.  "At  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Tipton  he  had 
reached  that  period  of  life  when  the  infirmities  of  age  begin  to  grow 
burdensome  .  .  .  with  him  life  meant  work.  In  the  spring  succeeding  his 
removal  to  Tipton  he  accepted  the  care  of  the  church  at  Belmont ...  he 
succeeded  in  removing  it  to  Macon  .  .  .  and  was  instrumental  in  securing 
the  erection  of  a  commodious  church  building  at  that  place.  For  five  or 
more  years  he  regularly  ministered  to  that  people.46  Hall's  last  charge 
was  in  a  community  known  as  Centre,  where  he  again  helped  erect  a 
church. 

Hall  died  on  August  30,  1877,  at  the  home  of  his  son  and  is  buried  at 
Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Tipton  County,  Tennessee. 
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Those  things  we  know  about  Rev.  Hall  we  know  through  his  actions 
borne  out  in  the  Minutes  of  our  Session.  In  addition  to  these  things, 
James  W.  Wall  records  the  following  bits  of  information  in  his  History  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Mocksville.  He  found  that  James  A.  Weston  in 
his  "Historic  Doubts  As  to  the  Execution  of  Marshal  Ney"  states:  "One 
night  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall  was  conducting  a  service  of  prayer  at  the  house 
where  Mr.  Ney  stayed.  He  prayed  long  and  loudly,  and  seemed  to  the 
schoolmaster  [Ney]  to  be  attempting  to  blast  open  the  gates  of  heaven. 
After  the  service  was  over,  Mr.  Ney,  in  crossing  the  room,  walked  past 
the  preacher.  Ts  your  Maker  deaf?'  he  asked  him  gruffly.  But  the  next 
morning  he  [Ney]  apologized." 

Wall  also  tells  of  a  letter  written  by  a  Rev.  S.  Milton  Frost  to  a  T.  B. 
Bailey  in  1899,  in  which  he  writes,  "I  ever  felt  the  greatest  veneration 
for  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hall.  I  could  give  you  the  substance  of  many  of  the 
sermons  I  heard  him  preach  when  I  was  a  small  boy." 

And  finally,  Wall  records  this  information  from  the  "North  Carolina 
Presbyterian",  which  paid  tribute  to  Hall  on  September  12,  1877. 

In  all  these  places  his  memory  is  cherished  with  fond  affection  by  all 
classes.  He  preached,  as  he  held,  the  great  distinguishing  doctrines  of 
Grace  with  clearness  and  power,  but  with  a  love  to  all  who  loved  his  Lord 
so  warm  and  cordial,  that  he  gave  offense  to  none. 

Love  was  a  most  distinguishing  trait  of  his  character.  It  beamed  in  his  eye,  it 
radiated  in  his  smile,  it  was  borne  on  every  tone  he  uttered  and  seen  in 
every  action  of  his  life.  This  made  him  a  centre  in  the  affections  of  his 
family,  and  connections,  and  so  won  upon  the  hearts  of  all  that  "none  knew 
him  but  loved  him".  He  was  pecularly  attracted  to  the  young,  and  his 
fidelity  was  never  repelled,  but  the  faithful  warning  seemed  to  reach  their 
hearts  more  effectually  by  the  love  with  which  it  was  given."47 

Our  own  Session  Minutes  record  these  words,  written  about  Rev.  Hall 
in  the  1890's.  "He  was  a  good  man,  and  an  earnest  preacher,  and,  up  to 
the  present  time,  the  few  who  remember  him,  though  absent  from  us  for 
more  than  40  years,  cherish  his  memory.48 

During  Rev.  Hall's  ministry  at  Unity,  the  church  flourished  and  grew. 
Unity  was  surely  blessed  by  the  labors  of  this  servant  of  God. 
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JESSE  RANKIN 

1852-1856 
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IN  THE  FACE  OF  IMPENDING  WAR 

JESSE  RANKIN 

Following  Rev.  William  A.  Hall's  resignation,  Unity  was  without  a 
pastor  only  a  short  time.  On  March  28,  1852,  the  Session  met  and  was 
constituted  by  prayer  by  the  Reverend  Jesse  Rankin.  At  that  meeting  Mr. 
Andrew  Gray  was  appointed  as  a  commissioner  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord  to  inform  that  body  "of  the  spirit  of  this  church  to  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Pastoral  Care  of  this  church  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hall."49  Also, 
following  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  on  March  28,  1852,  there  is 
written  this  note,  "the  congregation  invited  Rev.  Jesse  Rankin  to  preach 
to  them  as  stated  supply  for  a  year,  to  preach  one-half  his  time,  which 
invitation  he  accepted  and  commenced  his  labors  on  the  first  of  March, 
1852."50  This  means  that  at  most  three  months  had  elapsed  between 
ministers,  and  probably  less  since  Rankin  could  have  been  supplying  at 
Unity  (and  Joppa  for  the  other  one-half  of  his  time)  prior  to  March  first 
when  the  official  relationship  was  established.  Rankin  stayed  beyond  the 
one  year  stated  in  the  first  call,  remaining  at  Unity  and  Joppa  until  1856. 

Rankin  was  born  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina  on  May  15,  1802, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Virginia.  He  was 
licensed  by  Orange  Presbytery  in  October  24,  1824,  and  ordained  by 
the  same  Presbytery  in  October,  1825.  Neill  R.  McGeachy,  in  Confront- 
ed By  Challenge  writes  that  Rankin  received  his  early  education  under 
the  Reverend  William  Paisley  of  Greensboro,  whose  daughter  Polly,  he 
later  married.  His  theological  studies  were  taken  under  the  Reverend 
William  McPheeters  of  Raleigh,  before  spending  time  at  Union.51 
McGeachy  quotes  Rankin's  biographer  when  he  writes: 

In  the  pursuit  of  Knowledge  he  was  successful,  &  although  his  education 
opportunities  [sic]  were  limited  in  his  youth,  yet  his  attainments  in  life 
excelled  those  of  many  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  College  curriculum.  At 
the  age  of  52  years  we  find  him  engaged  in  the  Study  of  the  French 
language.52 

Following  his  ordination  Rankin  evidently  served  in  Orange  Presby- 
tery for  two  years,  then  was  received  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  and 
served  as  the  principal  of  the  academy  in  Salisbury,  while  also  serving 
churches  in  Salisbury  and  Concord  Town.  In  1832,  he  returned  to  Or- 
ange Presbytery,  and  then  in  1838  he  again  was  received  by  Concord 
Presbytery  and  with  his  family  conducted  a  school  in  Statesville.  On 
March  9,  1839,  he  was  dismissed  again  to  Orange  Presbytery.  In  1854, 
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he  returned  to  Salisbury  as  the  principal  of  a  large  female  school.  Where 
he  was  living  during  the  years  of  1852-1856  while  serving  Unity  and 
Joppa,  we  are  not  sure,  but  it  does  appear  that  at  least  during  part  of  that 
time  he  was  living  in  Salisbury  and  running  a  school  there.  James  W.  Wall 
states  that  from  1852-1854  he  lived  in  Lexington,  North  Carolina,  which 
substantiates  the  tradition  that  he  did  not  live  in  Mocksville  or  Woodleaf, 
but  commuted  the  distance  from  a  third  location.53 

During  Rev.  Rankin's  time  as  Stated  Supply  here,  several  important 
decisions  were  made  and  carried  out  by  our  Session.  On  March  22, 
1853,  the  Session  resolved  unanimously  to  "take  up  collection  quarterly 
for  the  Four  Boards  of  our  Church  and  that  the  first  collection  be  taken 
up  at  our  next  preaching  for  the  board  of  Foreign  Missions".  The  other 
three  collections  appear  to  have  been  for  the  Commissioners  Fund  (to 
send  commissioners  from  this  Presbytery  to  General  Assembly),  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

Disciplinary  actions  were  continued  during  Rev.  Rankin's  pastorate 
when  necessary.  On  December  6,  1853,  "sundry  rumors"  concerning 
the  "religious  character"  of  one  of  the  members  of  Unity  came  to  the 
attention  of  the  Session.  Rev.  Rankin  and  John  C.  Foard  were  appointed 
to  converse  with  the  man  "relative  to  these  reports  against  his  character 
as  a  Christian  and  report  to  our  next  meeting".  The  Session  did  not  meet 
again  until  February  5,  1854,  at  which  time  the  two  persons  appointed 
made  their  report,  and  it  was  agreed  that  "the  confessions,  the  profes- 
sion of  sorrow,  and  promises  as  to  future  deportment"  made  by  the 
member  should  be  considered  sufficient,  and  the  moderator  was  direct- 
ed so  to  announce  to  the  congregation.  The  Session,  on  this  and  other 
occasions  recorded  in  the  minutes,  used  wise  judgement  in  working  with 
members  to  ascertain  their  guilt  or  innocence.  Yet  the  Session  did  not 
merely  allow  a  confession  to  be  sufficient  in  some  cases  where  it  deemed 
that  a  change  of  lifestyle  would  not  be  forthcoming.  On  one  occasion, 
after  meeting  with  a  member  several  times  who  was  accused  of  "neglect- 
ing the  ordinances  of  God's  house  as  it  regards  both  the  preaching  of  His 
word  and  communion  of  the  Lord's  supper",  and  of  being  "intoxicated 
so  as  to  fall  asleep  on  the  public  road  where  you  were  seen  and  asser- 
tained  to  be  drunk  by  persons  returning  from  preaching  at  the  church  of 
which  you  were  an  enrolled  member",  the  Session  came  to  the  unani- 
mous opinion  that  the  man  "manifested  a  decidely  unchristian  spirit  and 
proceeded  to  suspend  him  from  the  ordinances  of  the  church."  The 
moderator  was  directed  to  announce  the  fact  at  the  close  of  worship.54 

Also  during  Rev.  Rankin's  pastorate  at  Unity  the  Session  met  to  decide 
to  make  a  substantial  purchase.  On  December  16,  1855,  "a  collection 
was  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  transporting  a  Congrega- 
tional Library  including  full  sets  of  the  publication  of  the  general  board. 
The  books  have  been  received  and  put  up  at  the  expense  of  $103.66." 
This  was  a  large  amount  of  money,  and  demonstrates  the  congregation's 
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emphasis  on  education.  The  books  purchased  at  that  time  are  still  pre- 
served in  a  bookcase  in  the  church. 

Two  Elders  were  ordained  during  Rev.  Rankin's  time  at  Unity.  They 
were  Edmund  Rice  and  Richard  Culbertson,  both  ordained  in  1856. 

There  was  very  little  church  growth  during  this  four  year  period, 
largely  due  to  the  large  number  of  deaths.  Eleven  deaths  are  recorded  in 
the  Session  records,  four  persons  were  dismissed  to  other  churches,  and 
fifteen  persons  were  received  into  membership.  Seventeen  persons 
were  baptized  during  that  same  period. 

Rankin  left  Unity  and  Joppa  in  October  of  1856,  was  received  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord  on  November  5,  1856,  and  in  January  of  1857 
moved  to  Lenoir,  North  Carolina  "where  he  would  be  nearer  the  areas  of 
Presbytery  where  the  need  seemed  greatest"55  Rankin  was  called  by  the 
Presbytery  as  an  evangelist,  laboring  the  fields  of  Western  North  Caroli- 
na. In  McGeachy's  book  on  the  history  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  he 
includes  a  report  made  by  Rankin  to  Presbytery  on  October  20,  1860. 
The  report  notes  that  he  had  preached  a  total  of  1 1 8  times  in  1 3  counties 
since  the  last  meeting  of  Presbytery.  In  the  report  Rankin  also  challenges 
the  Presbytery  to  consider  the  need  for  another  evangelist,  and  to  urge 
its  churches  to  give  more  liberally  to  sustain  another  evangelist.  Rankin 
appealed  to  his  brethren  to  remember,  or  become  aware  of,  the  "lament- 
able low  state  of  morals  &  especially  of  a  low  state  of  religion"  that 
existed  in  the  western  mountains.56  Rankin  certainly  had  an  evangelist's 
heart  as  he  sought  to  take  the  Gospel  message  to  the  western  sections  of 
this  Presbytery. 

Rev.  Rankin  was  a  commissioner  to  General  Assembly  in  1861,  and 
that  year  received  a  salary  of  $1,000  from  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  as 
an  evangelist.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Rankin  and  the  others  appoint- 
ed as  commissioners  from  Concord  Presbytery  did  not  attend  the  1861 
meeting  of  General  Assembly,  and  noted  their  reasons  in  a  report  given 
at  the  September  meeting  of  Presbytery.  First,  when  they  wrote  to 
Philadelphia  about  quarters  in  that  city,  they  received  no  reply.  Some 
also  received  private  letters  from  Philadelphia  advising  them  not  to  go, 
and  some  of  the  city's  periodicals  advised  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  the 
whole  Southern  delegation.  Second,  when  the  "time  for  us  to  set  out  for 
Philadelphia  arrived,  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  had  been  made, 
the  'Blockade'  had  been  proclaimed,  all  of  which  we  regarded  as 
amounting  to  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  South."57  For  these  reason 
the  delegation  did  not  go,  fearing  their  safety  if  they  made  the  attempt. 

Rankin's  spirit  for  domestic  missions  was  demonstrated  on  May  16, 
1861,  as  he  organized  a  church  at  Flat  Rock  Creek.  Fourteen  members 
were  present,  and  two  elders  ordained  in  this  new  church.  During  the 
Civil  War,  in  1863,  Rankin  spent  three  months  as  an  evangelist  "at  the 
discretion  of  the  Army",  and  on  August  9,  1863,  he  organized  another 
church,  this  time  in  Jefferson,  North  Carolina.  In  1864,  Rankin  resigned 
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his  position  as  Presbytery  evangelist  "because  he  could  no  longer  en- 
dure the  labor  of  traveling  &  took  stated  charge  of  the  church  at  Len- 
oir.58 Yet  even  after  his  resignation  as  evangelist,  the  Presbytery  contin- 
ued to  send  him  on  preaching  missions  to  various  parts  of  the  North 
Carolina  mountains.  It  was  not  until  June  13,  1869,  that  Rankin  officially 
resigned  as  Presbytery's  evangelist,  and  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
Lenoir  church,  which  he  had  been  serving  as  Stated  Supply. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  for  1874  the  ministers 
of  Concord  Presbytery  are  listed  in  order  of  seniority.  Jesse  Rankin  is 
listed  first,  still  serving  the  Lenoir  Church.  However  on  September  10, 
1874,  the  Presbytery  dissolved  the  relationship  with  the  Lenoir  Church 
because  of  infirmities  of  age.  Rev.  Rankin  died  on  October  18,  1876. 

Although  his  ministry  here  at  Unity  was  fairly  brief,  many  important 
actions  were  taken  under  his  leadership,  as  mentioned  above.  One  of  the 
most  important  influences  of  his  time  here  —  and  one  of  the  hardest  to 
measure  —  may  well  have  been  his  emphasis  on  missions,  and  emphasis 
which  has  been  a  hallmark  of  this  church  throughout  its  history. 

BARNABAS  SCOTT  KRIDER 

Following  the  resignation  of  Jesse  Rankin  as  Stated  Supply  at  Unity, 
the  pulpit  was  again  vacant  for  only  about  six  months  before  the  calling 
of  a  "local  boy"  —  the  Reverend  Barnabas  Scott  Krider.  During  that 
period  only  one  Session  meeting  was  recorded,  held  on  April  1,  1857, 
and  moderated  by  the  Reverend  B.  O.  Wilson.  This  B.  O.  Wilson  was 
probably  the  Rev.  Samuel  Blain  Owen  Wilson  who  had  earlier  been  a 
professor  at  Davidson  College,  and  was  in  1857  in  the  midst  of  a  seven 
year  pastorate  at  Third  Creek  (during  the  first  part  of  those  seven  years 
he  was  also  pastor  at  Fifth  Creek). 

Barnabas  Scott  Krider  was  born  at  Mount  Vernon,  North  Carolina  on 
April  17,  1829,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Wood  Krider.  His  father, 
Jacob,  was  the  son  of  Barnabas  Krider  who  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Salisbury  sometime  after  1800.  He  obtained  a  large  amount  of  land  and 
other  property,  including  a  printing  office  and  equipment  —  said  to  be 
the  first  printing  press  in  Salisbury.  Jacob  was  the  co-founder  of  Salis- 
bury's first  newspaper,  the  Western  Carolinian,  founded  on  June  13, 
1820,  by  Jacob  and  Lemuel  Bingham.  In  1822,  Jacob  purchased  nearly 
400  acres  of  land  on  the  north  bank  of  Fourth  Creek,  about  three  miles 
from  Unity.  This  was  at  the  location  known  as  Mt.  Vernon.  In  1815  Jacob 
married  Sarah  Wood,  and  they  had  several  children,  including  Barnabas 
Scott,  and  three  sons,  Alberta,  Daniel  and  William  H.  who  became  physi- 
cians.59 

Barnabas,  according  to  the  biographical  sketch  prepared  after  his 
death,  was  the  "last  white  child  baptized  in  that  church  [Third  Creek]  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Kilpatrick".60  He  was  baptized  about  three  months  after 
birth,  but  did  not  unite  with  the  church  until  his  junior  year  at  Davidson 
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College.  He  did  part  of  preparatory  studies  under  the  mysterious  school- 
master, Peter  Staurt  Ney,  and  also  prepared  for  college  under  Archibald 
McNeely  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  H.  Adams  who  was  pastor  at  Third  Creek 
from  1837-1851. 

Krider  entered  Davidson  College  in  the  fall  of  1847  and  graduated  in 
1850.  During  1849  he  made  a  public  profession  of  faith  at  Third  Creek 
and  joined  that  church.  He  then  spent  a  year  teaching  in  Taylorsville  to 
earn  money  to  pay  the  cost  of  seminary.  He  entered  Columbia  seminary, 
where  he  studied  until  the  spring  of  1854.  On  June  20,  1 854,  he  married 
Maria  P.  Cowan,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Mariah  Cowan  of  Rowan  County. 
In  September  of  that  year  the  couple  went  to  Princeton  Seminary  where 
Barnabas  sought  a  still  more  complete  preparation  for  ministry.  As  this 
degree  of  preparation  might  demonstrate,  Krider  was  known  as  a  very 
scholarly  man  —  and  also  as  an  able  preacher  and  a  fine  pastor. 

In  April  of  1855  Krider  was  licensed  by  Concord  Presbytery,  and  the 
next  month  he  began  supplying  the  Bethany  and  Tabor  churches,  which 
extended  calls  to  him  in  the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  ordained  "to  the  full 
work  of  ministry  and  installed  pastor  of  those  churches  on  the  26th  of 
April  at  Bethany".61  During  the  two  years  he  pastored  these  churches, 
Bethany  experienced  a  revival  which  brought  twenty-five  new  members 
into  the  church. 

In  the  Spring  of  1857  Krider  felt  it  was  his  duty  to  leave  these  two 
churches  and  accept  a  call  from  another  field  which  included  Unity, 
Franklin,  and  Joppa.  Our  Session  records  state  that  "The  Rev.  B.  S. 
Krider  commenced  his  pastoral  services  at  this  church  on  the  15th  day  of 
April  1857"62,  although  the  call  was  not  officially  approved  by  Presby- 
tery until  it  met  at  the  Prospect  Church  on  Saturday,  April  18.  Included 
in  the  call  was  the  promise  from  Unity  and  Franklin  to  pay  a  salary  of 
$425  for  two-thirds  of  his  time.  (Evidently  Joppa  paid  a  salary  for  one- 
third  of  his  time.)  Rev.  Krider  stated  his  willingness  to  accept  this  call, 
and  on  the  16th  of  October,  1857,  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  Unity. 

Krider  continued  to  serve  these  three  churches,  until  the  first  of  June, 
1859,  when  he  left  Joppa  and  Franklin,  and  commenced  preaching  at 
Thyatira,  giving  them  two-thirds  of  his  time,  and  remaining  at  Unity  for 
the  other  one-third.  At  the  spring  meeting  of  Presbytery  in  1863  the 
pastoral  relationship  between  Krider  and  Unity  was  dissolved  so  that  he 
could  devote  full  time  to  the  congregation  at  Thyatira  —  where  he 
labored  faithfully  until  his  death. 

During  the  five  and  one-half  years  Krider  served  Unity,  the  church 
experienced  wonderful  growth  as  48  members  were  added  through 
profession  of  faith,  and  nine  by  certificate  from  other  churches. 

Discipline  of  church  members  continued  to  be  a  duty  taken  seriously 
by  our  Session  during  the  Krider  years.  One  case  shows  that  the  elders 
themselves  were  not  exempt  from  disciplinary  actions.  Just  over  a  month 
after  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Krider,  one  of  the  Session  members  made  known 
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to  the  Session  that  he  had  gotten  into  a  difficulty  with  one  of  his  work- 
men. After  stating  the  difficulty,  the  elder  left  the  meeting.  The  Session 
then  examined  two  witnesses,  and  was  "fully  satisfied  that  [the  elder]  had 
not  violated  any  principle  of  his  Christian  profession"63  The  Session 
therefore  agreed  unanimously  that  the  elder  be  fully  sustained  in  all  he 
did  in  this  affair. 

During  this  time  the  congregation  continued  to  take  up  collections  for 
the  four  boards  of  the  denomination;  Foreign  Missions  in  the  spring, 
Education  in  the  summer,  Domestic  Missions  in  the  fall,  and  Church 
Extension  in  the  winter.  In  1857-1858  these  offerings  were:  Foreign 
Missions  —  $8.00;  Education  —  $3.90;  Domestic  Missions  —  $6.35; 
and  Church  Extension  —  $5.50. 

One  elder  was  ordained  during  these  years,  John  Pinkney  Marlin  in 
1860.  As  was  mentioned  above,  and  substantiated  by  our  Session  min- 
utes, "the  pastoral  relation  between  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  and  this  church 
was  dissolved  at  the  spring  session  of  Presbytery"  in  1863. 64  It  had  been 
a  very  successful  pastorate  in  terms  of  gains  in  membership,  and  in- 
creased giving  to  denominational  causes. 

Krider  continued  to  have  a  fruitful  ministry  at  Thyatira,  with  132 
white  and  41  colored  members  added  during  his  pastorate  there.65  Also 
during  this  time,  in  1863,  Krider  served  during  the  month  of  June  as  a 
chaplain  in  General  Lee's  Army.  It  had  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
Domestic  Missions  Committee  that  for  66  Regiments  there  were  only  31 
Chaplains,  and  of  these,  only  8  were  Presbyterian.  Krider  and  J.  Rumple 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  Army  officials,  and  then  the  committee 
appointed  ministers  within  the  Presbytery  various  months  of  chaplain 
duty.  Krider  again  went  to  serve  the  Army,  this  time  as  a  missionary  to 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  in  December  of  1863,  but  his  health 
failed  and  he  was  forced  to  return  home.  In  1 865,  Krider,  along  with  Rev. 
J.  Rumple,  and  Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson,  was  appointed  to  a  committee  to 
"consider  the  subject  of  the  duties  of  Pastors  and  Sessions  toward  the 
Colored  members  of  our  Churches  and  Congregations,  in  view  of  the 
altered  State  of  their  Social  relations".66  In  establishing  this  committee, 
the  Presbytery  resolved  that  in  the  meanwhile  its  pastors  and  sessions 
"be  earnestly  exhorted  to  use  all  practicable  measures  for  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  such  portions  of  their  congregations,  instructing  them  as  to 
their  obligations  to  the  Churches  with  which  they  are  connected,  and 
administering  discipline  in  cases  where  it  is  necessary,  but  exercising  all 
allowable  forbearance  and  kindness."67  Krider  was  certainly  appointed 
to  this  committee  because  of  his  sensitivity  to  the  concerns  expressed  in 
the  resolution. 

Two  great  revivals  were  held  at  Thyatira  during  Krider 's  years  there, 
the  last  being  in  early  October,  1865.  His  heart  was  filled  with  joy  over 
seeing  so  many  make  a  commitment  of  faith.  After  that  meeting  he 
became  ill  "when  a  severe  attack  laid  him  on  his  bed,  from  which  he  was 
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to  go  forth  no  more  among  the  living:  after  a  few  days  of  suffering 
patiently  endured,  with  his  mind  on  eternal  concerns,  he  passed  away  to 
that  heavenly  temple  to  behold  its  glories  and  participate  in  its 
praises."68  He  died  on  October  19,  1865,  and  was  buried  in  the  Third 
Creek  Church  Cemetery.  He  was  only  36  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

C.  D.  Parks  writes  the  following  concerning  Krider: 

His  death  strikingly  displays  the  power  of  faith  to  sustain  the  soul  in  the 
dark  hours  of  dissolution,  for  he  died  under  circumstances  peculiarly  try- 
ing. He  was  not  only  called  away  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  but  he  was 
called  to  leave  a  fond  and  dedicated  wife  and  six  little  helpless  children, 
alone  and  in  deep  gloom. 

Thus  passes  away  one  whose  ministerial  life,  though  limited  to  ten  years, 
had  accomplished  much  for  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  To  the  different 
churches  he  served  were  added  under  his  ministry  more  than  250  mem- 
bers making  an  average  of  over  25  a  year.  As  a  preacher  he  was  earnest  in 
his  delivery  of  usually  a  plain,  unadorned  spiritual  message.  In  social 
intercourse,  he  was  polite  to  all.  As  a  friend,  he  was  warm-hearted  and 
true,  and  when  mingling  with  his  brethren  and  friends  his  warm  congenial 
heart  wreathed  his  merry  open  countenance  in  smiles,  and  kind  expres- 
sions which  won  their  hearts. 

While  the  younger  members  of  his  Presbytery  loved  him  tenderly,  he  was 
almost  caressed  by  the  aged  fathers.  As  a  citizen  let  it  be  recorded  that  his 
heart  deeply  felt  his  country's  woes  —  that  he  lived  through  the  dark  days 
of  desolating  war,  and  died  as  he  had  lived  an  unswerving  patriot .  .  .  True 
to  his  Divine  Master  —  true  to  his  country,  —  true  to  the  afflicted  church 
of  his  fathers,  and  true  to  all  the  noble  impulses  of  Christian  character,  we 
did  well  to  esteem  him  and  do  well  to  lament  his  death.69 

T.  W.  Lingle,  in  the  History  of  Thyatira  Church,  writes  that  Krider 's 
wife  survived  him  by  nearly  forty  years,  and  was  a  highly  esteemed 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Also  noted  is  the  fact  that  the 
present  church  sanctuary  at  Thyatira  was  erected  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Krider,  and  was  completed  in  1860,  just  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War. 

Krider  served  his  God  and  Church  during  difficult  times,  yet  he  faith- 
fully carried  forth  the  Gospel  message  to  this  community  and  others. 

DIARY  OF  ASHBEL  S.  FRALEY, 

CONFEDERATE  SOLDIER 

Unity  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Woodleaf  community,  like  every 
part  of  our  county  —  both  north  and  south  —  experienced  the  pains  and 
horrors  of  THE  CIVIL  WAR,  the  War  Between  the  States.  As  shown  in 
our  cemetery  records,  recorded  in  the  appendix,  approximately  twenty 
young  men  from  this  church  alone  served  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Of 
these,  at  least  five  died  or  were  killed  during  this  war  and  lie  buried  in 
Unity  Cemetery. 


50 


DR.  JESSE  R.  FRALEY 

Brother  Of  Ashbel  Fraley,  Writer  Of  This  Diary 
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The  John  Henry  and  Mary  Lyerly  Fraley  family  had  three  sons  who 
served  in  the  North  Carolina  troops  during  this  war.  Two  of  these  made 
the  supreme  sacrifice  of  their  lives  —  Ashbel  and  Jacob.  They  are  buried 
at  Unity  Cemetery.  Their  brother  Dr.  J.  R.  Fraley  returned  to  Woodleaf 
where  he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death,  at  age  44,  only  ten  years 
after  his  return. 

A  diary  kept  by  Lt.  Ashbel  S.  Fraley  during  his  years  spent  in  the 
Confederate  Army  has  survived  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  family 
members.  A  great-great  nephew,  Doug  Bailey,  shared  a  transcript  of  this 
dairy  with  the  compilers  of  this  history  and  gave  his  permission  for  the 
use  of  excerpts  in  this  history  of  Unity  Church. 

Full  of  wit  and  wisdom,  humor  and  pathos,  impertinence  and  patrio- 
tism, fact  and  fancy,  written  from  the  soul  of  a  poet,  this  diary  gives  much 
insight  into  the  privations  suffered  by  many  young  men  during  this  dark 
period  of  American  history. 


INCIDENTS  OF  THE  WAR 

BY 
ASHBEL  S.  FRALEY 

Orderly  Sergeant  of  Company  A,  4th  Regiment,  North  Carolina  until 
June,  1862,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a  Lieutenancy. 

Incidents  of  the  War  1861 

Left  Statesville  for  Wilmington  (Saturday)  April  19th 

Arrived  at  Wilmington  (Monday)  April  21 

Went  to  Ft.  Johnson  (Smithville)  April  22 

Went  to  Ft.  Caswell  April  26 

Enlisted  for  the  War  May  29 

Left  Ft.  Caswell  between  the  5th  and  10th  June  (May?)  and  arrived  at 
Camp  Hill  Saturday  where  regiment  was  formed. 

Left  Camp  Hill  July  20 

Arrived  in  Richmond  (Sunday)  July  21 

Battle  of  Manassas  Plains  July  21 

Left  Richmond  at  night  July  26 

Arrived  at  Manassas  (Tudor  Hall)  July  27  Where  we  remained  drilling 
and  performing  Garrison  duties  till  March  8th,  1862 

$    $    o    #    a 

March  20  Arrived  on  the  summit  of  a  rugged  hill  in  Orange  County 
that  nature  in  impatience  had  thrown  down  in  wild  confu- 
sion there,  20  miles  from  the  Blue  Ridge,  east 

*    o    o    #    a 
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May         4     Arrived  at  Williamsburg,  once  the  capitol  of  Va.  Here  is 
William  &  Mary  College.  Ancient  Town. 

5  Attempt  to  leave  Camp  and  continue  our  march.  Raining. 
The  road  is  blocked  with  the  trains  of  wagons,  Obs,  A 
marching  army  is  a  mass  of  the  grandest  confusion  I  ever 
saw.  Battle  of  Williamsburg,  4th  N.  C.  after  marching  4 
miles  through  mud  and  rain  were  ordered  back  to  the  fight, 
Were  not  actively  engaged.  Remained  on,  or  near  the  bat- 
tlefield all  night.  Wet,  cold  &  hungry  without  fire  I  exper- 
ienced more  real  suffering  than  ever  before.  Nature  was 
taxed  to  its  extreme. 

6  Continued  the  retreat,  suffered  with  hunger  greatly. 

O      Q      tf       O       & 

May        16      Rainy  &  cloudy  still.  Nothing  to  eat,  no  preparations  to 
start  away  at  7  AM. 

The  universal  cry  is  crackers!  RM.  To  the  surprise  of  all  our 
commissary  did  draw  some  bacon  &  flour,  on  which  we 
made  a  good  dinner  after  baking  the  batter  on  boards, 
Johny  Cake  style.  Resume  our  march  about  2  RM.  Am 
unwell  and  fall  behind.  Officers  take  special  pains  to  make 
us  wade  the  muddiest  part  of  the  road.  March  8  or  9  miles 
and  strike  camp  in  an  old  sedge  field,  after  sun-set.  Still 
cloudy  occasionally  raining. 

17  A  clear  morning.  4  men  missing  having  lagged  behind  on 
account  of  fatigue.  Leave  camp  about  10  A.M.  A  warm  day. 
March  6  or  7  miles  and  encamp  in  a  hackleberry  swamp  3 
or  4  miles  from  Richmond.  Get  here  between  2  and  3.  Am 
still  unwell  but  better.  Write  a  letter  to  M.  S.  Fraley  and 
send  it  home  by  Lieut.  Horah. 

18  Leave  camp  and  travel  3  or  4  miles  in  a  very  circuitous 
route.  Can't  see  that  we  advance  any  way.  Stop  occasional- 
ly and  always  in  the  broiling  hot  sun  when  shade  was  equal- 
ly convenient.  Our  commanders  are  very  humane  men. 
Especially  the  Col.  who  when  he  sees  a  poor  fatigued  & 
fainting  soldier  running  to  the  well  gasping  for  a  drop  of 
water,  orders  him  back  in  the  most  severe  and  harsh  lan- 
guage. Makes  us  step  into  the  middle  of  a  mud  hole  &  fill 
our  shoes  with  mud  when  we  could  easily  step  over.  Will 
not  permit  us  to  go  into  a  house  or  yard  to  buy  something  to 
eat  when  we  are  starving,  &  other  regiments  have  the 
coveted  privilege.  Never  stop  to  rest  tho'  fatigued  men  & 
sick,  are  falling  by  the  roadside  completely  exhausted.  A 
guard  is  in  the  rear  with  instructions  to  arrest  such  men  & 
compel  them  to  keep  up.  Guard  the  branches  and  keep  us 
from  bathing  and  washing  our  clothes  even  if  we  had  time. 
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In  short  guard  everything,  &  do  anything  to  keep  the  sol- 
diers from  resting  &  keeping  comfortable.  Encamp  again  2 
or  3  miles  from  Richmond  close  to  a  little  grave  yard. 
"Some  (cannot  read)  inglorious  Milton  here  may  rest, 
Some  Cromwell  guiltless  of  his  country's  blood."  Prepara- 
tions seem  to  indicate  staying  a  day  or  two.  A  warm  day. 
Sunday!  a  day  of  sacred  rest!  But  not  here.  Having  marched 
this  morning  as  if  ten  thousand  devils  were  at  our  heels  I 
fain  would  rest  (12  o'clock  M.)  5P.M.  Orders  to  be  ready  to 
go  on  picket  duty,  Start  at  dusk.  Go  six  miles  southeast.  Co. 
A.  4th  N.  C.  &  Co.  49  Va.  detailed  for  the  night.  Go  1  Va 
miles  further  and  post  pickets. 


«      *      O      «      0 


May       22     Brigade  drill.  Regular  humbug!  Intolerable  nuisance.  Its 
general  uses, 

(1)  To  keep  the  men  from  enjoying  a  little  rest,  which 
they  so  much  need. 

(2)  To  take  out  the  sick  men  that  the  surgeon  always 
refuse  to  excuse  from  duty  (tho'  they  are  scarcely 
able  to  walk)  that  our  Cols,  and  Gens,  may  have  the 
gratification  of  seeing  them  faint  &  fall  in  the  broiling 
sun. 

(3)  To  make  the  men  careless  in  drill  that  the  officers 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  them  as  to 
negroes. 

(4)  To  exasperate  the  men  beyond  the  endurance  of  pa- 
tience, that  they  may  curse  &  swear  so  the  devil  will 
reap  the  greater  harvest  in  eternity. 

(5)  That  the  Gen.  and  his  aids  may  show  their  uniform 
suits,  and  (tho  they  know  it  not)  their  ignorance.  "O 
wad  some  power  the  gift  to  gi  us,  To  see  ourselves  as 
others  see  us:  It  wad  from  many  a  blunder  free  us, 
and  foolish  notion."  This  day  will  also  be  ever  memo- 
rable on  account  of  Gen.  Hill's  humane  order  to 
shoot  southern  men  for  losing  their  guns  and  accou- 
trements; and  buck  them  for  straggling.  Thus  they 
treat  the  southern  army,  that  boasts  the  "truest  patri- 
ots and  very  best  men  in  America." 

O     3     $     O     O 

May       28     Move  encampment  near  Richmond. 

29  One  year  ago  I  enlisted  for  the  war.  Twlve  months  that  I 
have  been  a  slave:  Tho'  considered  a  patriot  struggling  for 
his  rights.  I  am  that  too;  —  but  more  of  the  former.  Move 
from  camp  into  line  of  battle.  Remain  in  a  clover  field  till 
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nearly  night  &  go  down  on  picket  lines  2  or  3  miles.  By 
some  fool  command  we  carry  our  knapsacks  with  us.  It  is 
seldom  that  a  sensible  order  comes  round,  yet  one  did  last 
night.  That  was  to  leave  our  knapsacks  in  camp  and  go 
unincumbered.  But  the  discovery  was  made  (Unfortunate- 
ly) that  it  was  sensible,  and  revoked  this  morning.  "O  judg- 
ment! thou  art  fled  to  brutish  beast.  And  men  have  lost 
their  reason."  But  our  commanders  are  not  to  be  foiled  in 
anything  they  undertake.  They  have  concluded  to  make 
pack  mules  of  privates;  and  pack  mules  they  will  make  us  if 
they  have  to  sacrifice  our  country.  Night  closes  in.  Are  3  or 
400  yds  from  the  enemy. 

30  Skirmish  by  23  N.  C.  4  or  5  men  killed  &  wounded.  Con- 
stantly on  the  alert.  Form  line  of  battle  5  or  6  times.  Rains  in 
the  evening  &  night.  Detail  Vs  of  Reg.  to  dig  rifle  pits.  Work 
all  night. 

31  Aroused  before  daylight  and  all  are  prepared  to  march. 
Move  back  &  to  the  left  1  or  two  miles.  Stack  arms  in  the 
woods.  But  soon  receive  orders  to  prepare  to  go  into  battle. 
Pass  word  "Our  homes"  Response  "Our  firesides"  Leave 
our  knapsacks  in  the  woods  march  toward  the  picket  lines. 
Firing  commences.  See  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Run  through 
the  advance  attacking  batallion.  Charge  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery. Terrific  struggle.  Am  hit  with  a  ball  but  not  much  hurt. 
Keep  with  the  company.  Dreadful  slaughter.  Reg.  falls 
back.  Rally  again.  Advance  with  5th  Ala.  Battery  taken. 
Continue  to  advance.  Yankees  shoot  close.  Capt.  Simonton 
killed.  Fall  back.  Night  closes  in.  Only  54  men,  present 
with  coulors.  Night  comes  on.  Go  to  carry  up  the  wounded. 
Are  engaged  till  near  midnight.  Try  to  find  my  way  back  to 
camp  but  fail.  Make  a  fire  &  sleep  by  the  roadside.  A  victory 
but  dearly  bought. 


«  $   a   o   « 


June  21  Division  called  out  today  to  be  assigned  their  positions 
behind  the  breast  works.  Pickets  fire  at  night.  Our  Brigade 
is  now  a  permanent  one,  under  Gen.  G.  B.  Anderson  (4th  of 
Gen.  D.  L.  Hill's  Division)  Composed  of  the  4th  N.C.  13th 
N.C.  14th  N.C.  &  30th  N.  C.  &  Hardaway's  battery  of 
Artillery.  30th  is  now  out  on  picket  and  it  is  reported  had  a 
skirmish  today.  3  men  wounded,  6  of  the  enemy  men  left 
dead  on  the  field. 
22  Sunday  —  Preaching  today  by  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  from  Char- 
lotte N.  C.  But  few  attend.  Why  is  it?  We  have  heard  no 
preaching  (save  one  sermon)  since  last  summer.  Yet  the 


55 


men  do  not  care  to  go.  Religious,  poetical  &  sentimental 
feelings  are  gone.  Recklessness  has  supplanted  them  all. 
Where  shall  I  go  when  the  war  is  over.  I  fear  civilization 
and  refinement  will  not  be  congenial. 

23  Called  out  in  the  evening  to  our  breastwork  by  skirmishers 
firing,  "no  body  hurt."  Reported  in  camp  that  Jackson  is 
coming  to  Richmond!  Beauregard  is  coming  to  Richmond! 
They  may  be  true.  I  don't  believe  them.  "The  world  is 
naturally  averse  To  all  the  truth  it  sees  and  hears;  but  swal- 
lows nonsense  and  a  lie,  with  greediness  and  gluttony." 

24  Awaked  by  skirmishers  firing.  Disquiet  along  the  lines  gen- 
erally. "Somthing's  a  brewin" 


o    *»    a   »    $ 


July  2      4th  &  5th  continue  gathering  up  army  supplies.  Find  great 

quantities  scattered  everywhere.  Rains  furiously.  After  fin- 
ishing our  labours  we  proceed  towards  Richmond  and  pass 
the  battle  field  of  Seven  Pines.  Were  marching  right  in 
front.  When  opposite  the  graves  of  those  of  our  regiment 
who  fell  there  the  Col.  gave  the  command  "On  the  right  by 
file  into  line  —  March"  I  was  inwardly  cursing  him  for  his 
awkwardness  in  placing  the  markers,  when  the  evolution 
was  completed,  at  the  same  time  unable  to  conjecture  what 
he  was  going  to  do.  But  my  unpleasant  feelings  toward  him 
were  suddenly  stopped  and  changed  to  the  warmest  and 
most  solemn  affection,  by  a  very  unexpected  and  solemn 
scene.  We  were  then  fronting  to  the  grave  of  the  killed 
from  our  regiment  on  the  31st  of  May,  74  all  buried  togeth- 
er. The  Col.  commanded,  "Present  Arms."  Then  taking  off 
his  hat  he  said,  "Fellow  soldiers!  there  is  no  more  fitting 
place  to  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  that  we  have  been 
spared  to  avenge  their  deaths,  than  by  the  graves  of  those 
who  fell  by  our  sides  fighting  so  gallantly  for  their  country's 
rights.  Let  each  one  silently  within  his  own  heart  return 
thanks  to  God  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  live,  to  again 
see  the  last  solemn  resting  place  of  our  companions  and 
friends." 


o    a    o    o    o 


July  4      (Friday)  86th  anniversary  of  American  Independence,  and 

a  civil  war  with  all  its  horrors  &  cruelties  upon  us.  How 
long  it  will  rage  the  dark  future  with  its  mysteries  does  not 
reveal.  On  thing  is  certain.  The  South  will  be  free.  My 
thoughts  were  changed  from  the  constant  &  savage  chan- 
nel of  war  &  bloodshed  by  visiting  a  small  family  burial 
place  near  by  our  tents.  There  is  always  something  solemn 
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in  approaching  a  grave  yard,  &  peculiarly  so  in  this.  Two 
plain  marble  slabs  stood  close  side  by  side;  one  was  less 
than  the  other.  They  marked  the  resting  place  of  two  sis- 
ters. The  one  an  infant  had  been  laid  in  the  tomb  1 8  months 
before  her  sister  followed,  ere  the  drenching  showers  of 
the  spring  of  life  had  come  on,  or  summer's  blasting  storms. 
The  other  had  died  on  the  4th  of  July  1852.  Exactly  ten 
years  ago!  Age  14.  Ten  years  ago  a  group  of  loving  friends 
had  stood  around  this  sacred  place  in  distress.  Her  father  & 
Mother  afflicted  with  the  deepest  sorrow  had  placed  this 
beautiful  metaphor  on  her  tomb. 

"A  casket  and  a  jewel  rare, 
To  us  were  kindly  given; 
The  lovely  casket  moulders  here  — 
The  jewel  shines  in  Heaven." 
Spirits  as  holy  may  have  been  ministering  here  as  at  the 
solemn  close  of  day  when  "The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of 
parting  time."  It  reminded  me  of  when  I  had  stood  by  the 
grave  of  a  loved  sister  and  mingled  tears  with  father,  moth- 
er brothers  &  sisters.  "Pure  as  the  drops  that  hang  on 
dawning  time,  On  yonder  willows  by  the  stream  of  life." 
But  today  —  not  100  yards  from  this  sacred  little  spot,  a 
hundred  men  who  had  come  to  seek  our  lives  and  destroy 
our  property  and  homes,  had  been  buried  in  a  long  ditch 
without  a  coffin  and  without  a  tearful  eye  to  follow  them 
there.  Numbers  were  still  laid  there  who  died  daily  of 
diseases  &  wounds.  "Most  fit  was  such  a  place" 
July  5      Still  on  guard  at  Yankee  Hospital.  Go  sound  into  the  coun- 

try hunting  guns  berries,  etc. 
6      (Sunday)  Leave  the  Hospital  in  the  evening  &  join  the 
brigade  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  17  miles  from  Richmond. 


O     O     O     ft     fc 


Aug.  12  Orders  again  to  cook  one  days  rations  and  be  ready  to 
march  at  anytime.  What  now!  Perhaps  another  Malvern 
Hill  pleasure  trip.  However  I  am  about  as  well  prepared  to 
write  out  my  "maxims  of  war"  (so  admirable  adhered  to  by 
one  army)  as  I  will  ever  be. 

(1)  When  you  take  a  strong  position  from  the  enemy,  leave 
it,  and  let  them  have  it  again,  that  you  may  have  the  fun  of 
taking  it  a  second  time. 

(2)  When  you  are  going  to  attack  the  enemy  be  certain  to 
march  your  army  25  or  30  miles  immediately  preceding,  so 
as  to  have  your  men  well  fatigued  .  .  .  then  the  above 
named  distance. 
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(3)  In  the  winter  season  when  the  weather  is  severely  cold 
&  rainy,  roads  muddy,  nights  dark  and  cloudy  be  certain  to 
always  march  after  night.  In  the  summer  when  it  is  hot  and 
sultry,  especially  in  the  month  of  August  "when  the  dog 
star  rages"  commence  your  march  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing and  push  on  without  stopping  till  night.  Moonshiny 
nights  make  the  reasons  for  the  above  maxim  the  stronger. 
The  above  maxims  have  been  deduced  from  actual  experi- 
ence, and  will  be  continued  at  some  future  day.  See  the 
proclamation  of  the  secretary  of  war  of  the  U.  S.  calling  for 
600,000  men  to  subjugate  the  south.  But  this  does  not 
appall  us.  The  Liberties  of  the  South  are  registered  in 
Heaven.  I  have  read  her  destiny  in  the  faces  of  her  soldiers, 
upon  their  country's  war  fields,  in  the  dreadful  hour  of 
battle. 


»        flr        #        «r        <fr 


Aug.  17  Order  countermanded  with  instructions  to  be  ready  for  a 
more  important  movement  at  a  moments  notice.  Have  in- 
spection. It  being  Sunday.  But  here  I  will  stop  to  insert  my 
4th  maxim  of  War. 

4.  When  you  have  any  important  order  to  communicate  to 
the  men  "immediately"  it  should  be  sent  to  the  commander 
of  Regiments  at  such  a  time  as  to  enable  them  to  send  it  to 
the  commanders  of  companies  at  midnight  or  such  other 
time  at  night  when  the  men  are  most  certain  to  be  asleep. 
Every  orderly  Sgt.  will  certainly  endorse  the  above. 

18  Marching  orders  renewed.  Are  going  to  Jackson.  Prepara- 
tions made  to  be  ready  to  take  the  train.  3  days  rations 
cooked.  20  extra  rounds  of  cartridges  distributed.  Expect 
to  leave  in  the  morning.  I  now  for  a  time  (How  long  none 
can  tell)  bid  farewell  to  this  little  book  where  many  whims 
of  my  mind  are  recorded. 

18  I  leave  it  in  the  keeping  of  my  brother  Dr.  Fraley;  knowing 
that  happen  what  may  it  will  be  preserved. 

(The  following  notes  were  found  with  pencil  and  were  evidently  intended  by  the 
author  to  be  transcribed  to  this  book.  But  cruel  death  interposed  and  prevented 
it.  In  order  that  they  may  be  preserved,  I  shall  draw  them  off  word  for  word  as 
they  stand  in  the  original. 

J.L.F. 
Aug.  19  Tuesday,  Orders  of  yesterday  —  "take  the  train,"  counter- 
manded. Have  to  march  —  our  usual  luck.  Start  early.  Go 
through  Richmond.  Travel  about  8  miles.  My  feet  are  very 
sore  and  tired. 
20  Aroused  at  daybreak.  Travel  till  near  1 1  o'clock  and  stop  at 
a  beautiful  little  village  on  the  Fredericksburg  R.  R.  called 
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Ashland.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  place  of  pleasure  and 
fashionable  resort.  Rest  here  in  the  shady  grove  till  about  4 
o'clock  when  we  proceed  onward.  March  very  hard  till 
after  night. 

Nearly  everyone  was  almost  exhausted  with  fatigue.  We 
laid  the  flattering  unction  to  our  souls,  that  we  again  would 
get  to  rest  till  morning.  But  alas!  we  hoped  in  vain!  We  had 
hardly  fallen  to  sleep  when  the  order  came  round  to  get  the 
men  under  arms  immediately.  I  know  it  was  an  impious 
wish.  I  could  not  help  it.  For  once  I  wished  for  power  to 
control  the  destinies  of  earth  —  that  I  might  reverse  our 
cruel-cruel  fate.  It  was  distressing  to  a  sympathizing  heart, 
to  hear  the  lamentations  of  the  poor  wearied  soldier,  recit- 
ed in  simple  but  feeling  language  of  their  hard  lot.  What 
they  had  a  moment  before  so  vainly  hoped  to  enjoy.  What 
they  now  needed  than  all  else  besides.  What  it  was  almost 
death  to  be  deprived  of  now.  In  short  the  greatest  blessing 
that  earth  has  in  store  to  give,  Quiet  Rest,  was  now  torn 
away  by  a  cruel  (perhaps)  necessity  of  war.  I  thought  so 
then  —  and  think  so  now;  that  nothing  short  of  immediate 
danger  of  a  surprise-over-whelming  slaughter  &  defeat 
could  justify  that  movement.  We  marched  toward  Hanover 
Junction  —  passing  it  and  going  5  or  6  miles.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  men  to  hold  out.  The  result  was,  we  left  the 
Brigade  broken  down,  scattered  along  the  road.  A  few  of  us 
reached  the  residence  of  a  Mr.  Anderson  on  the  Central  R. 
R.  and  then  slept  on  our  arms  till  morning. 
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Sept.  14  Sunday.  Reveille  at  3.  Brigade  leaves  at  4  for  Middletown 
which  we  passed  on  our  way  here.  Ever  since  I  have  been 
sick;  and  for  the  last  two  weeks  hardly  able  to  travel.  I  still 
tried  to  keep  with  the  Brigade  and  say  nothing  of  it  in  this 
journal.  I  did  not  wish  to  tire  those  who  may  read  it.  But 
this  morning  I  had  to  give  up  —  and  a  fight  expected  too.  I 
had  wished  to  be  with  our  company  in  all  engagements  and 
take  my  chance  with  my  comrades  —  and  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  fallen  behind.  But  I  know  that  all  the  company 
will  bear  witness  that  I  have  been  "patient  and  long  suffer- 
ing" and  often  traveled  when  but  few  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances would.  But  my  conscience  is  clear.  I  know  I  am 
not  able.  I  stay  at  the  wagon  yard  on  abed  of  hay.  Since  12 
o'clock  I  have  heard  some  correct  news  from  the  battle 
field  which  is  just  this  side  of  Middletown.  Gen.  Garland  is 
killed  and  our  Brigade  was  fighting.  May  success  attend 
them. 
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15  Sudden  orders  came  at  some  unknown  hour  of  the  night  to 
"hitch  up  and  leave  this  camp."  I  was  placed  in  the  rough- 
est wagon  that  has  been  made  since  wagons  were  invented, 
and  the  brutish  driver  took  every  precaution  too  to  make 
this  stupid  mules  trot  at  the  roughest  road  he  could  find. 
Thus  we  travelled  on  till  up  in  the  day  some  time  —  there 
was  a  regular  stampede.  Some  Yankees  who  escaped  from 
Harper's  Ferry  (which  surrendered  today)  were  coming 
across,  &  cut  off  35  or  40  of  Longstreet's  ordnance  &  provi- 
sion wagons  and  were  burning  them  in  the  road.  Such  con- 
fusion turning  around  and  scampering  back  never  was 
seen.  There  my  driver  was  very  particular  to  take  the 
roughest  road,  which  you  know  must  have  greatly  amelio- 
rated my  comfortable  condition.  Quarter  Masters  &  other 
horse  officers  galloped  to  the  rear  to  get  behind  the  wag- 
ons, at  the  same  time  calling  lustily  on  "them  cowardly 
devils  with  guns  to  go  to  the  front  or  the  Yankees  would 
burn  our  wagons  before  our  eyes."  When  the  Yankees  saw 
proper  I  suppose  they  proceeded  on,  and  we  after  getting 
straitened  out  on  till  night,  only  stopping  for  dinner.  At 
night  I  slept  under  a  wagon  on  my  oil  cloth  and  covered 
with  my  blanket. 

16  Proceeded  toward  the  Potomac.  Still  very  sick.  Cross  the 
Potomac  near  a  little  town  called  Shepherdstown  in  Va. 
Here  late  in  the  evening,  I  am  left  by  our  wagons.  Meeting 
with  a  wounded  friend  or  two  from  the  Reg.  they  hunt  me 
the  Hospital.  I  am  taken  and  introduced  into  a  miserable 
hovel  and  laid  down  on  a  pile  of  straw  in  one  corner.  Here  I 
remained  day  after  day  and  night  after  night  suffering  more 
than  any  one  will  know.  The  tediousness,  more  often  than 
otherwise  relieved  by  some  kind  lady  who  had  come  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  the  sick,  —  "like  gleams  of  sunlight 
through  wintry  clouds." 

17  Through  the  long  tedious  column  of  days  standing  on  the 
left  margin  I  remained  on  my  miserable  bed  not  writing  or 
"taking  any  note  of  time."  I  was  sometimes  amused  at  the 
prodigious  quantities  of  beef  and  bread  eaten  by  one  of  our 
gormandising  nurses.  It  was  certainly  astonishing.  As  to  the 
sick  I  hardly  know  what  to  say  about  them.  Those  that  were 
least  sick  generally  made  most  fuss.  So  with  the  wounded 
too.  Some  would  lie  down  and  groan  like  a  dying  horse  for 
half  the  night  because  they  could  not  get  a  cup  of  coffee; 
others  could  put  any  possum  in  Christendom  to  the  blush 
on  grinning.  As  we  grew  better  the  ladies  attention  dimin- 
ished, and  we  were  left  to  bread  and  beef  and  beef  soup.  All 
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of  the  worst  kind.  We  were  attended  by  a  citizen  physician 
—  Dr.  Logle  —  from  the  country.  We  also  had  a  hospital 
steward  and  ward  master  neither  of  which  were  medical 
men.  The  former  was  a  clever  man  —  the  latter  a  perfect 
jackass.  During  my  sickness  here  there  was  some  heavy 
hard  fighting  done  by  the  two  armies  in  Maryland  &  Va.  but 
I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  many  particulars;  Ours  is 
now  again  in  Va.  higher  up  the  Potomac.  I  have  been  sur- 
rounded for  several  days  by  the  enemy.  200  cavalary  have 
possession  of  Shepherdstown.  They  have  not  molested  any 
of  the  sick  in  the  Hospital. 
26  However  today  our  pickets  have  taken  possession  of  the 
town  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  get  some  of  the  sick  & 
wounded  to  Winchester.  Late  in  the  evening  I  was  very 
much  surprised  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  my 
brother,  Dr.  J.  R.  Fraley  of  the  4th  Reg.,  who  has  come  to 
try  to  get  me  away,  with  a  train  of  ambulances.  We  started 
after  night  &  traveled  7  or  8  miles  —  a  safe  distance  —  in 
side  of  our  own  pickets  —  and  encamped  for  the  night  in 
the  road. 
Sept.  27  Traveled  on  through  Smithfield  and  other  places  of  lesser 
note  to  Winchester,  arriving  there  about  4  P.M.  Medical 
Director  sent  me  to  the  Methodist  Church  Hospital. 

THE  END 

The  Author  of  these  notes  (Lt.  Ashbell  S.  Fraley)  after  remaining  4  days  at  Winchester 
started  in  an  ambulance  for  Staunton,  Va.,  with  the  intention  of  going  to  Richmond  or  home 
in  N.  C.  He  seems  to  have  taken  worse  of  the  way.  When  he  arrived  at  Staunton  he  was 
unable  to  proceed  further.  He  entered  the  Hospital  and  continued  gradually  sinking  till  the 
morning  of  Oct.  14,  1862  when  he  expired.  Brother  J.  L.  F.  (Jacob  L.  Fraley)  being  on  duty 
at  Gordansville  visited  him  twice  and  was  with  him  when  he  died.  In  his  death  the  army  lost 
a  most  valiant  soldier  —  and  I  a  noble  brother.  This  was  a  severe  blow  to  me.  He  was  always 
very  dear  to  me  but  had  become  double  so,  during  our  association  in  the  Army.  It  is  hard 
not  to  murmur  at  the  stern  and  unrelenting  decrees  of  Providence.  His  remains  now  rest  in 
Unity  Church  Yard,  Rowan  Co.,  N.  C.  He  had  many  friends  and  admirers  in  his  Regiment. 
When  I  informed  the  Col.  of  his  death  he  replied.  "Then  Co.  A  has  lost  its  best  man."  Dr. 
Stiles  Kennedy,  Asst.  Surgn.  of  the  4th  Reg.  told  me  during  my  brother's  life  that  "he  was  a 
brave  as  Julius  Caesar  and  kind  to  a  fault." 
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FORTY  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS 

GILBERT  ROBBINS  BRACKETT 

Once  again,  following  the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  there  was  only  a 
brief  time  before  ministerial  leadership  was  secured.  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider's 
relationship  was  dissolved  in  April,  1863,  and  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Brackett 
"commenced  preaching  at  this  church  as  supply  on  the  21st  of  June"70, 
although  he  was  not  installed  as  pastor  until  the  following  year. 

Gilbert  Robbins  Brackett  was  born  in  Newton,  Massachusetts,  on  July 
9,  1833.  He  was  the  son  of  Charles  Newell  and  Lucy  Gay  Brackett.  He 
studied  in  several  colleges,  including  Amherst  (in  1853).  He  studied 
music,  traveled  due  to  ill-health,  taught  school,  and  finally  enrolled  in 
Columbia  Seminary  in  1859,  graduating  in  1862.  The  Presbytery  li- 
censed him  on  April  24,  1862,  and  he  served  as  Stated  Supply  of  the 
Salem  and  Little  River  churches  of  the  Fairfield  District  of  South  Caroli- 
na. 

On  December  2,  1862,  Brackett  married  Louise  Theresa  Newman  of 
Richland  County,  South  Carolina 

As  mentioned  above,  Brackett  began  preaching  at  Unity  in  June  of 
1863,  but  was  not  installed  as  pastor  until  May  14,  1864,  when  he  was 
ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  at  Third  Creek.  Those  who 
participated  in  his  ordination  service  were: 

Moderator  Rev.  Robert  Z.  Johnston 

Clerk  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider 

Ordination  Sermon  Rev.  W.  B.  Watts 

Ordination  Prayer  Rev.  G.  D.  Parks 

Charge  to  the  Pastor  Rev.  Robert  Z.  Johnston 

Charge  to  the  Congregation  Rev.  W.  W.  Pharr 

Rev.  John  Kerr  Fleming  in  Historic  Third  Creek  Church  writes  that  "Dr. 
Brackett  gave  three-fourths  of  his  time  to  Third  Creek  at  a  salary  of  four 
hundred  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  in  foodstuffs  at  old  prices".71 

Brackett  remained  at  Unity  and  Third  Creek  until  April,  1867,  when 
he  moved  to  South  Carolina,  being  received  by  the  Harmony  Presby- 
tery, to  serve  the  Scion  Church  in  Winnsboro.  He  served  there  for  five 
years,  then  became  Stated  Supply  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
Charleston,  for  one  year.  He  then  was  installed  as  pastor  of  that  church 
and  served  there  until  his  death. 

Although  it  appears  that  only  one-fourth  of  Brackett 's  time  was  to  be 
spent  at  Unity  during  his  pastorate  here,  it  proved  to  have  been  a  very 
fruitful  ministry.  Session  records  show  that  at  least  17  persons  were 
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baptized  and  24  persons  admitted  to  membership  during  that  time.  Also, 
although  Third  Creek  records  show  Brackett  remaining  there  until  April 
of  1867,  our  records  show  that  the  last  Session  meeting  he  moderated 
here  was  on  June  26,  1866.  After  that  the  meetings  were  moderated  by 
our  next  pastor,  W.  A.  Wood. 

Brackett  was  awarded  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Davidson 
College  in  1877,  and  was  a  minister  of  great  scholarship  and  ability.  His 
ministry  at  Unity  covered  a  portion  of  the  war  years,  and  there  is  evi- 
dence that  he  and  the  church  responded  to  the  needs  of  the  soldiers.  On 
February  19,  1 865,  it  is  recorded  that  "a  collection  was  taken  up  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  religious  reading  to  the  soldiers.  $129.25  was 
raised."72  This  was  the  largest  offering  taken  for  any  cause  up  to  that 
date. 

One  church  discipline  case  is  worth  noting  here,  for  it  began  during 
Rev.  Krider's  pastorate  but  was  not  concluded  until  the  final  meeting 
moderated  by  Rev.  Brackett.  It  began  in  1862,  when  a  member  of  the 
church  was  charged  with  distilling  grain.  A  committee  of  two  Session 
members  was  appointed  to  speak  with  the  man  and  "if  possible  dissuade 
him  from  going  on  with  it  being  a  violation  of  the  6th  commandment". 
The  committee  reported  back  that  the  man  expressed  a  willingness  to 
close  the  distillery,  and  when  they  invited  him  to  come  before  the  Ses- 
sion he  promised  to  close  it.  "The  Session  being  satisfied  stopped  the 
case  at  this  point."  However,  later  that  year,  it  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Session  that  the  same  man  had  been  guilty  of  lying  with  an  attempt 
to  defraud.  "Being  the  time  for  our  communion,  it  was  moved  that  [the 
man]  be  warned  not  to  come  forward  to  the  Lord's  Table  until  the  rumors 
can  be  investigated."  A  committee  of  two  Elders  was  again  appointed. 
They  reported  the  next  month  that  they  could  find  no  proof,  and  that  it 
appears  that  "he  had  no  intention  to  defraud,  but  it  was  nothing  more 
than  a  misunderstanding".  The  moderator,  Rev.  Krider,  was  requested  to 
see  the  man,  and  he  also  reported  back  that  he  found  nothing  to  substan- 
tiate the  charges.  The  case  was  dismissed  by  the  Session. 

In  June  of  1866,  charges  were  brought  against  the  same  church  mem- 
ber once  again,  this  time  substantiated  by  two  witnesses.  The  charges 
this  time  were  "profane  swearing",  "Sabbath  breaking"  and  "absenting 
himself  from  the  means  of  grace".  The  man  was  cited  to  appear  before 
the  Session  on  June  24.  The  Session  met  that  day,  the  Clerk  reported  that 
he  had  duly  cited  the  man  to  appear,  but  the  man  stated  that  he  would 
not  be  there,  but  would  come  at  another  time.  He  did  appear  before  the 
Session  on  June  26,  along  with  the  two  witnesses  against  him,  and  the 
Session  proceeded  with  the  trial.  "After  hearing  the  witnesses  in  the  case 
and  [the  man's]  own  confession  .  .  .  Session  unanimously  agreed  that  [he] 
was  guilty  of  the  charges  performed  against  him  and  that  his  excuse  for 
almost  entirely  neglecting  the  means  of  grace  were  insufficient  and 
adopted  the  following  minute: 
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That  whereas  the  charges  perferred  against  Mr.  M.  have  been  sustained  by 
evidence  and  his  own  acknowledgments  —  Therefore  Resolve  that  this 
Session  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  suspend  [the  man]  from  the  privileges  of 
church  membership  until  he  gives  satisfactory  evidence  of  repentance  and 
confirmation.73 

Great  care  had  obviously  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  guilt  of  the  man, 
but  once  it  had  been  established,  the  Session  carried  out  its  duty  under 
Rev.  Brackett's  leadership. 

Rev.  Brackett  died  on  November  30,  1902,  after  serving  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Charleston  for  over  30  years.  In  war  and  peace, 
in  good  times  and  bad,  he  led  the  people  of  God  wherever  he  was  called. 
He  sought  to  be  faithful  to  his  Lord,  and  to  lead  God's  people  in  paths  of 
service  to  others. 

WILLIAM  ANDREW  WOOD 

Only  three  months  elapsed  between  ministers  following  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  G.  R.  Brackett,  for  on  September  30,  1866,  "Rev.  W.  A.  Wood 
commenced  preaching  by  invitation  of  the  congregation  as  a  supply  at 
this  church".74 

Born  on  November  28,  1831,  in  the  Third  Creek  community,  William 
Andrew  Wood  was  the  son  of  William  B.  and  Margaret  Knox  Wood.  His 
father  was  a  Ruling  Elder  at  Third  Creek  for  many  years,  and  the  youn- 
ger William  grew  up  in  that  church.  His  early  education  was  received  in 
a  subscription  school,  then  in  an  academy  at  Mount  Vernon  taught  by 
Archibald  McNeely.  He  studied  in  an  academy  taught  by  Peter  Staurt 
Ney,  "the  mysterious  Frenchman  .  .  .  who  is  believed  by  many  ...  to 
have  been  no  less  a  personage  than  the  celebrated  Marshal  Ney,  Napo- 
leon's favorite  general."75  He  finally  transferred  to  the  Ebenezer  Acade- 
my at  Bethany  Church,  where  his  teacher  was  Mr.  Hugh  R.  Hall. 

After  this,  in  1848,  Wood  entered  Davidson  College  and  graduated  in 
1852.  He  then  remained  for  a  short  time  at  home  before  applying  for 
admission  as  a  candidate  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  was  taken  under 
care  by  Concord  Presbytery  on  May  28,  1856.  He  spent  1854-1855  at 
Princeton  Seminary,  and  then  spent  the  year  1856  at  Columbia  Semi- 
nary where  he  studied  under  Dr.  James  H.  Thornwell. 

Dr.  Jethro  Rumple  states  that  "the  next  year  (1856-1857)  he  spent  in 
the  Free  Church  Seminary  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland".76  On  June  17, 
1857,  he  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  and  began  supply- 
ing the  Bethany,  Fifth  Creek  and  Tabor  churches.  These  soon  called  him, 
and,  on  July  23,  1858,  he  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  these 
three  churches. 

In  1860,  Wood  received  two  calls,  one  from  the  Third  Creek  and 
Joppa  churches  and  the  other  from  the  Washington  Church  in  Orange 
Presbytery.  The  Presbytery  voted  to  allow  Wood  to  decide,  and  he 
decided  to  accept  the  call  to  Washington,  North  Carolina.  He  was  in- 
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stalled  pastor  of  that  church  on  June  29,  1861,  and  remained  there  until 
the  approach  of  the  Federal  troops  scattered  his  congregation,  and  ren- 
dered his  staying  there  impracticable.  Being  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy,  Wood  then  entered  the  army,  and  became  chaplain  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  troops,  in  which  his  brother  James 
was  Lieutenant  Colonel.  As  a  chaplain,  he  was  faithful  and  courageous, 
however  he  was  also  of  "feeble  constitution"  and  the  hardships  of  a 
soldier's  life  bore  too  heavily  upon  him.  He  resigned  his  position,  and 
returned  home  to  seek  a  call. 

He  took  a  position  as  Stated  Supply  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Asheville,  North  Carolina.  He  had  kept  his  membership  with  Orange 
Presbytery  since  his  time  at  Washington,  and  did  not  move  it  back  to 
Concord  until  he  received  a  call  to  the  Unity,  Third  Creek  and  Fifth 
Creek  churches  in  1866. 

Wood  was  examined  by  Presbytery  on  October  13,  1866,  although  he 
had  been  serving  Unity  several  weeks  prior  to  that  date.  He  was  never 
installed  at  Unity,  but  served  three  years  as  Stated  Supply.  During  that 
time  at  least  14  members  were  received  through  examination,  and  five 
by  transfer  from  other  churches.  Also,  at  least  24  persons  (infants  and 
adults)  were  baptized  during  his  ministry  here. 

At  the  same  time  the  church  was  losing  many  members  due  to  the 
organization  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Presbyterian  Church  nearby.  Many  of  the 
black  members  asked  for  and  received  letters  of  dismission  that  they 
might  unite  with  that  congregation. 

Wood  left  Unity  in  September,  1869,  to  accept  a  call  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Statesville,  a  church  he  served  for  31  years  until 
his  death  in  1900.  He  did  return  to  Unity  at  least  on  one  occasion  during 
that  time  in  order  to  hold  a  communion  service.  Also  during  that  time  he 
received  a  call  from  the  Graham  Church  in  the  Presbytery  of  Orange, 
but  our  Presbytery  refused  to  dissolve  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr. 
Wood  and  the  Statesville  Church. 

Wood  died  on  April  2,  1900,  after  an  illness  lasting  about  three 
months.  Dr.  Jethro  Rumple  prepared  his  biographical  sketch  and  wrote 
the  following: 

There  have  been  few,  if  any,  pastors  in  North  Carolina  who  enjoyed  as  fully 
as  he  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  entire  community.  Last  fall  his 
people  determined  to  celebrate  the  30th  anniversary  of  his  pastorate  with 
suitable  services.  Two  of  the  ministers  who  aided  in  his  installation  thirty 
years  ago  were  invited  to  make  brief  addresses,  together  with  the  pastors 
of  the  different  churches  in  town,  including  a  representative  of  the  Jewish 
Synagogue.  Dr.  Wood  was  distinguished  chiefly  as  a  preacher,  a  pastor  and 
a  home  worker,  and  therefore  his  life  was  not  characterized  by  such  public- 
ity as  falls  to  the  lot  of  some  others. 

Dr.  Rumple  goes  on  to  relate  that  Hampden-Sydney  College  con- 
ferred the  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  upon  him,  in  1879,  and  that  he 
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served  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Davidson  College  for  many  years.  He 
wrote  further: 

Dr.  Wood  was  a  very  modest  and  unassuming  man.  He  was  not  a  timid  man. 
Perhaps  he  underrated  his  own  powers,  but  he  never  shrank  from  main- 
taining what  he  regarded  as  truth  and  duty.  As  a  friend  he  was  genial  and 
entertaining  and  faithful.  He  loved  to  say  pleasant  things  to  his  friends  and 
about  his  friends,  and  it  was  a  rare  thing  for  him  to  speak  unkindly  of  any 
person  whatever.  It  was  to  a  large  degree,  the  man  behind  the  sermon  that 
carried  conviction  to  the  mind  of  the  hearer  .  .  .  And  then  he  did  not 
repeat,  or  expatiate  on  what  was  already  spoken,  and  knew  when  to  quit 
when  his  subject  was  discussed.77 

The  concluding  years  of  the  war  were  certainly  difficult  ones  for  Unity 
Church,  as  our  cemetery  gives  proof  of  the  fact  that  many  men  from  this 
church  went  forth  to  serve,  some  dying  for  the  cause.  We  remain  thank- 
ful for  them,  and  for  the  fact  that  we  had  an  able  Shepherd  to  lead  this 
congregation  through  those  trying  years. 


THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  MT.  VERNON 

The  one  church  which  can  surely  be  called  a  "daughter  church"  of 
Unity  is  the  Mt.  Vernon  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Carson  Road,  Wood- 
leaf.  Mrs.  Ethel  Miller  wrote  the  following  for  the  one  hundred  and  first 
anniversary  of  Mt.  Vernon  in  1971: 

Mt.  Vernon  Presbyterian  was  founded  in  Woodleaf,  N.  C.  in  1870.  The 
Founding  Fathers  were  a  group  of  ex-slaves  that  were  formerly  members 
of  the  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  also  located  in  Woodleaf,  N.  C. 

Since  that  time  the  church  has  grown  in  all  aspects  of  Religious  service 
to  mankind.  Many  of  the  present  churches  in  the  Barber- Woodleaf,  Cleve- 
land, and  surrounding  communities  grew  out  of  Mt.  Vernon. 


Mrs.  Miller  then  lists  the  Ministers  that  have  served  Mt.  Vernon.  They 
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Rev.  Crawford;  Rev.  Williams;  Rev.  James;  Rev.  Byrd;  Rev.  Onque;  Rev. 
R.  A.  Massey  (1941-1954);  Rev.  H.  H.  Mann  (1955-1956);  Rev.  Milton 
Williams  (Supply  Minister);  Rev.  F.  D.  Johnson  (1958-1983);  and  Rev. 
Ivan  Lowery  (1987-  ). 

The  first  record  in  our  Minutes  of  "colored"  members  asking  to  be 
dismissed  to  another  church  is  found  on  June  7,  1868.  There  we  read 
that  "the  following  colored  persons  viz  Robert  Dobbins  and  Esther  his 
wife  also  Richard  Correll  and  Grissie  his  wife  asked  for  certificates  of 
dismission".  Our  Session  granted  their  request.  The  church  to  which 
they  were  dismissed  is  not  recorded,  but  it  appears  not  to  have  been  Mt. 
Vernon,  as  that  church  was  not  yet  organized,  nor  are  these  names 
included  in  the  "Pioneers  of  the  Church"  at  Mt.  Vernon.  On  September 
18,  1870,  the  Session  at  Unity  resolved  "that  the  names  of  such  colored 
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members  as  have  ceased  to  attend  our  church  be  stricken  from  our  rolls, 
and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  do  the  same".  This  coincides  with  the 
organization  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  several  members  marked  "dismissed" 
on  our  roll  at  that  time  are  among  the  "Pioneers"  of  Mt.  Vernon. 

This  "daughter  of  Unity",  Mt.  Vernon,  stands  today  as  a  faithful  wit- 
ness to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  two  churches  enjoy  working 
together  to  serve  the  Presbyterians  and  others  in  the  Woodleaf  commu- 
nity. 

ELIJAH  FRINK  ROCKWELL 

In  1870  our  Session  met  once  when  it  "being  highly  inconvenient  to 
procure  the  presence  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to  preside  the  Session 
was  constituted  by  E.  Rice  taking  the  chair  as  moderator  and  opening 
with  prayer".78  It  met  a  second  time  when  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr,  pastor  of 
Thyatira  and  Franklin  at  the  time,  presided.  However,  by  August  7, 
1870,  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Rockwell  was  moderating  our  Session  meetings, 
while  also  preaching  here  and  at  other  churches  in  the  area. 

Elijah  Frink  Rockwell  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  being  born  in 
Lebanon,  Conn,  on  October  6,  1809.  His  parents  were  Joseph  R.  and 
Sarah  Huntington  Rockwell,  and  his  paternal  ancestors  had  settled  in 
that  part  of  the  new  world  about  1630.  When  Elijah  was  fifteen  he 
became  a  member  of  the  church  there  —  a  Congregational  Church  — 
after  making  a  profession  of  faith  during  a  revival  led  by  the  Reverend 
Samuel  Griswold.  He  attended  the  common  schools  in  early  life,  and 
recited  the  Shorter  Catechism  every  Sunday  afternoon.  He  attended 
Sabbath-school  as  far  back  as  he  could  remember,  and  from  the  time  of 
his  profession  of  faith  was  expected  to  prepare  for  the  ministry.  He 
delayed  his  preparation  for  several  years,  then  entered  Yale  in  1829,  but 
had  to  leave  after  his  first  year  because  of  shortage  of  funds.  He  taught 
school  for  a  year,  then  returned  to  Yale  University,  graduating  in  1834. 

Rockwell  had  intended  to  teach  in  Eastern  Massachusetts  but  was 
persuaded  by  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Monson,  Mass.  to  accept  an 
offer  from  the  Reverend  Simon  Colton  at  the  Donaldson  Academy  in 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina.  He  taught  there  from  1835-1837,  and 
while  there  he  became  a  candidate  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Fayetteville.  In  1837  he  entered  Princeton  Seminary;  however,  the  cli- 
mate was  too  severe  for  him,  so  he  transferred  to  Columbia  Seminary, 
where  he  graduated  in  1839.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Fayetteville 
Presbytery  on  June  4,  1839,  and  supplied  the  Fayetteville  Church  for 
some  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1840,  Rockwell  came  to  Statesville  and  was  ordained  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord  on  December  15,  1841.  He  was  installed  as  a 
pastor  of  the  Fourth  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  (now  First,  Statesville). 
He  served  there  until  1850  at  which  time  he  was  called  as  a  professor  to 
Davidson  College. 
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For  the  next  18  years  Rockwell  served  as  a  professor  at  Davidson, 
filling  the  chairs  in  various  departments  including  Latin,  Natural  Philos- 
ophy, Chemistry,  Geology,  History,  etc.79  In  September  1868,  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  as  President  of  the  Concord  Female  College  at 
Statesville  (now  Mitchell  College).  In  1870,  when  the  college  was  no 
longer  controlled  by  the  Presbytery,  Dr.  Rockwell  opened  a  school  for 
boys  in  Statesville,  and  supplied  many  of  the  churches  nearby.  Among 
these  were  Bethesda,  Bethany,  Fifth  Creek,  Fourth  Creek,  Tabor,  Third 
Creek  and  Unity.  Sometime  between  1872,  when  he  left  his  school,  and 
1 875,  he  moved  to  the  Fifth  Creek  area  where  he  became  Stated  Supply 
of  Fifth  Creek  and  Bethesda  (1874-1884),  and  there  he  spent  the  closing 
years  of  his  life.  During  that  time  he  received  a  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  (1882).  Even  after  he  was 
no  longer  officially  a  Stated  Supply,  he  continued  to  preach  as  opportuni- 
ty offered,  and  regularly  attended  the  courts  of  the  church. 

Rockwell  was  married  twice,  first  to  Margarette  Kirkland  McNeil  of 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  on  June  18,  1839,  and  then  after  her  death 
on  May  21,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Holmes  Brown,  also  of 
Fayetteville.  That  marriage  took  place  on  September  11,  1867.  Records 
show  that  Dr.  Rockwell  became  ill  in  1885  and  spent  the  last  couple  of 
years  of  his  life  in  the  Cool  Springs  area.  He  died  on  April  15,  1888,  in 
Statesville,  having  preached  the  Gospel  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

Dr.  Rockwell  never  wrote  a  book,  but  for  years  the  periodical  press 
was  filled  with  essays  he  had  written  —  about  one  hundred  articles  in  all. 
McGeachy  says,  "The  Presbytery  and  many  of  its  churches  owe  a  tre- 
mendous debt  to  another  fascinating  man  who  began  his  work  within 
Concord's  bounds  on  March  12,  1841.  In  addition  to  his  work  as  pastor, 
preacher,  teacher,  college  president,  and  so  on,  [Rockwell]  was  also  a 
historian  and  writer.  He  researched  for  and  wrote  the  histories  of  a 
number  of  local  churches,  early  academies  and  biographical  sketches  of 
a  number  of  the  ministers  in  this  area.  Many  of  the  Rockwell  papers  are 
in  the  Historical  Foundation,  Montreat,  North  Carolina.  "80  The  titles  of 
just  a  few  of  the  articles  written  by  Rockwell  give  an  idea  of  the  many 
interests  of  this  talented  man.  These  include,  "The  Early  Conversion  of 
Children",  "Final  Destiny  of  Our  Globe",  "The  Millennium",  "The 
History  of  Iredell  County"  and  "Battle  of  Ramseur's  Mill  and  of  Cow- 
pens". 

From  the  foregoing  information  it  is  seen  that  Dr.  Rockwell  was  a  busy 
man  with  tongue  and  pen.  He  was  a  diligent  student  all  his  life  and 
strived  to  pass  on  his  knowledge  of  life  and  of  the  Gospel  to  others. 
According  to  Jethro  Rumple: 

He  was  an  excellent  linguist,  and  no  mean  philologist,  and  was  fond  of 
chasing  a  word  from  English  up  through  French  and  German,  Latin  and 
Greek,  up  to  Hebrew  and  perhaps  Sanscrit.  He  was  fond  of  the  natural 
sciences,  and  delighted  in  prisms  and  crystals,  in  tracing  veins  of  minerals, 
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and  the  tilts  of  geological  strata.  He  was  especially  fond  of  relics  of  antiqui- 
ty, and  had  curious  collection  of  Indian  arrowheads,  coins,  medals,  but- 
tons, bullets,  buckles,  which  had  been  found  in  his  parish.  These  things, 
however,  were  his  recreation  and  pastimes,  not  his  serious  objects  of  study. 
He  loved  and  studied  the  Word  of  God  with  great  care,  and  was  well  versed 
in  its  noble  lessons.81 

It  was  during  Rockwell's  time  at  Unity  that  the  Session  met,  on  Sep- 
tember 18,  1870,  and  "Resolved  that  the  names  of  such  colored  mem- 
bers as  have  ceased  to  attend  our  church  be  stricken  from  our  rolls,  and 
the  clerk  was  ordered  to  do  the  same."82  By  this  time  Mt.  Vernon  Presby- 
terian Church  (on  Carson  Road)  was  firmly  established,  and  most  of 
these  members  had  united  with  that  church. 

Church  discipline  continued  to  be  a  matter  handled  by  our  Session.  In 
one  case  a  member  was  found  guilty  of  fornication,  and  warned  not  to 
approach  the  Lord's  Table  on  the  approaching  Sabbath. 

On  August  13,  1871,  the  Session  met  to  make  arrangements  for  hold- 
ing an  election  on  that  day  for  two  additional  elders.  Jesse  Powlass  and 
Nelson  Penninger  were  elected,  and  after  being  examined  at  meetings  in 
October,  were  ordained  on  October  21,  at  the  close  of  the  worship 
service. 

During  the  time  from  August  7,  1870,  to  October  19,  1873,  our 
Session  was  moderated  by  a  variety  of  ministers,  including  Rev.  Rock- 
well, Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  (mentioned  earlier);  Rev.  B.  L.  Beall,  an  Evangelist; 
Rev.  J.  B.  Mack,  also  an  Evangelist;  Rev.  William  A.  Wood,  former  pastor; 
B.  G.  Clifford,  a  licentiate;  Rev.  A.  E.  Chandler,  an  Evangelist;  and  at 
times,  members  of  the  Session.  The  ministers  mentioned  above  certainly 
supplied  the  pulpit  on  occasion,  and  according  to  our  Session  records, 
Rev.  Beall  and  Rev.  Mack  supplied  fairly  regularly. 

From  Dr.  Rockwell's  writings  we  have  the  following  description  of  a 
typical  county  church  —  like  Unity  —  in  his  early  years  as  a  pastor  in 
North  Carolina. 

They  had  two  sermons  each  Sabbath,  both  summer  and  winter;  even 
though  many  went  3  or  4  miles  through  deep  snow.  They  had  no  stoves  in 
churches  in  those  days;  but  the  women  carried  their  little  foot  stoves  with 
fire  in  them.  The  congregation  had  a  committee  appointed  every  year  to 
assign  the  pews  to  different  families.  [In  the  hall  cabinet  at  Unity  there  is  a 
chart  which  shows  the  seating  arrangement  here.] 

During  church  services  one  or  more  men  were  appointed  with  authority  to 
preserve  order  in  time  of  worship;  and  if  any  smart  young  chap  was  found 
laughing  or  whispering  this  officer,  called  a  tithing  man,  would  go  and  take 
him  to  sit  with  him,  till  the  end  of  the  service. 

This  is  not  necessarily  how  things  were  at  Unity,  but  it  does  give  a 
flavor  of  a  typical  worship  service  in  rural  North  Carolina  Presbyterian 
churches  in  the  mid  1800s. 

In  1873,  our  first  manse  was  built.  All  pastors  before  then  lived  out- 
side the  Woodleaf  community.  The  manse  was  built  on  lots  given  and 
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deeded  to  the  Elders  (as  trustees)  and  their  successors  in  office  by  John 
Marlin  and  John  P.  Marlin.  (These  are  recorded  in  Book  52,  pages  290- 
291.)  This  manse  served  as  the  home  of  our  ministers  until  1926.  With 
the  coming  of  our  next  installed  pastor,  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd,  Unity  would 
have  its  pastor  living  in  the  community. 

This  first  manse  is  a  two-story  frame  house  with  the  usual  three  bay 
front  elevations  with  a  flush  sheathed  first  story  protected  by  a  full 
facade  shed  porch.  There  is  a  simple  retarditaire  Greek  Revival  detail. 
The  central  entrance  and  its  side  lights  are  set  in  plain  Greek  Revival 
surrounds  with  corner  blocks.  The  window  surrounds  have  a  two  part 
molding.  An  original  one-story  ell  occupies  the  western  half  of  the  rear 
elevation  while  a  two-story  ell,  built  over  a  one-story  shed  room,  stands 
at  the  eastern  end.  The  interior  follows  a  center  hall  plan  and  has  ver- 
nacular Greek  Revival  finish.  A  one  story  log  kitchen  stands  to  the  rear  of 
the  house  and  a  small  frame  building,  probably  contemporary  with  the 
house,  is  said  to  have  been  a  study.  This  house  was  acquired  by  Oscar  and 
Mary  Nesbit  and  remains  the  property  of  their  descendants.83 

ROBERT  WARREN  BOYD 

The  first  minister  to  live  in  Unity's  newly  built  manse  was  the  Rever- 
end Robert  W  Boyd,  who  commenced  preaching  at  Unity  on  September 
21,  1873,  according  to  our  church  records.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane 
Backstrom  of  Chester  County,  South  Carolina  had  six  children.  In  an 
interview  with  Mrs.  Troy  Gillean  in  1984,  this  writer  discovered  that  she 
remembered  playing  with  the  Boyd  children  when  she  was  very  small. 
"Aunt"  Troy  was  100  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  interview  yet  she 
remembered,  "the  Boyd  children  playing  with  me,  and  carrying  me 
around  since  they  were  older  than  me."  She  continued,  "There  was 
Backstrom  and  Paschal  and  Celeste  and  Cethelle,  and  since  we  lived  so 
close  then,  we  used  to  play  all  the  time." 

Robert  Warren  Boyd  was  born  in  Chester  County,  South  Carolina,  on 
December  8,  1839,  the  son  of  Robert  B.  and  Elizabeth  Boyd.  After 
studying  in  nearby  schools,  he  attended  Erskine  College  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina.  While  at  UNC  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and 
returning  to  his  native  state,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F  of  the  Twelfth 
South  Carolina  Regiment,  where  he  did  "faithful  service  to  the  limit  of 
his  rather  delicate  constitution".84  Boyd  was  inclined  to  study  medicine 
after  the  war,  and  indeed  began  the  study,  but  then  felt  a  call  instead  to 
the  Gospel  ministry.  After  a  period  of  teaching  and  farming,  he  entered 
Columbia  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated. 

On  May  24,  1866,  he  married  Sarah  Jane  Backstrom,  and  they  had  six 
children  including  the  four  mentioned  above  and  two  others.  Mrs.  Boyd 
was  remembered  by  Troy  Gillean  as  "a  good  friend  of  my  mama's  and 
always  had  the  time  to  talk  to  us  children". 

Mr.  Boyd  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Bethel  Presbytery  in  1873,  and 
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our  records  show  that  he  "commenced  preaching  at  Third  Creek  and 
Unity  churches  by  invitation  on  Sabbath  the  21st  of  September  1873".85 
The  records  also  show  that  "on  the  15th  day  of  December  1873,  the 
congregation  of  Unity  met  and  made  a  formal  call  for  one  half  of  the 
ministerial  services  of  R.  W.  Boyd,  Licentiate".  Mr.  Boyd  accepted  this 
call,  devoting  the  other  half  of  his  time  to  Third  Creek,  and  was  ordained 
by  Concord  Presbytery  on  May  16,  1874.  It  seems  that  Boyd  preached 
some  at  Unity  between  the  time  he  was  first  invited  here  to  preach  in 
September,  1873,  and  his  ordination  in  May  of  1874.  However  elders 
were  chosen  to  moderate  our  Session  meetings  during  that  time,  since 
Boyd  as  a  licentiate  could  not  do  so.  The  first  Session  meeting  after  his 
ordination,  July  19,  1874,  is  the  first  he  moderated.  At  that  meeting  he 
obviously  wanted  to  know  the  opinions  of  the  elders  concerning  the 
current  state  of  the  church,  because  one  of  the  items  listed  in  the  min- 
utes of  that  meeting  is  "consultation  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  our  church".86 

Boyd  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  of  Unity  until  1888,  a  pastorate  of 
fourteen  years,  the  fifth  longest  in  our  history.  During  that  time  he  did 
make  one  change,  resigning  from  Third  Creek  in  1878  in  order  to  serve 
the  Franklin  church  with  one  half  his  time. 

Boyd  resigned  from  Unity  and  Franklin  in  1888.  According  to  the 
History  of  Franklin,  on  January  31,  1888,  he  presented  his  request  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  between  himself  and  Unity  and 
Franklin.  However,  after  hearing  from  the  representatives  of  these 
churches  (Richard  Culbertson,  with  William  G.  Watson  as  alternate  had 
been  elected  by  our  Session  to  attend  that  meeting),  the  Presbytery 
declined  to  grant  Boyd's  request.87  According  to  Franklin's  History,  the 
problem  had  to  do  with  the  payment  of  some  arrears  owed  to  Rev.  Boyd. 
Working  with  a  committee  appointed  by  Presbytery,  steps  were  taken  to 
pay  the  arrears,  and  Rev.  Boyd  accepted  a  call  to  the  Castanea  Grove  and 
Unity  Churches  in  Mecklenburg  Presbytery  in  mid  1888.  According  to 
our  records  he  was  still  moderating  our  Session  on  March  25,  1888,  but 
did  not  moderate  the  next  meeting  on  June  9.  On  September  16,  1 888,  it 
is  recorded  that  "at  the  request  of  a  member  of  the  session,  who  held  a 
communication  from  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd;  asking  for  certificates  of  dismis- 
sion from  this  church  for  the  different  members  of  his  family,  to  unite 
with  the  church  of  Castanea  .  .  .  ordered  the  clerk  to  furnish  and  send  to 
Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd  certificates  of  membership,  &  dismission  from  this 
church  for  each  member  of  this  family  in  full  communion  in  this 
church."88  It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  problem  with  arrears  at 
Unity,  since  in  the  financial  statement  given  in  the  Session  minutes 
(detailed  later  since  it  is  the  first  recorded),  it  is  noted  that  the  Pastor's 
Salary  actually  paid  was  $300.00,  which  appears  to  be  the  total  amount 
promised  for  the  year. 

Boyd  served  the  Castanea  Grove  and  Unity  (Mecklenburg)  churches 
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until  June  of  1891,  when  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Barium  Springs  Orphanage  Home  (now  Barium  Springs  Home  for 
Children).  The  Home  had  opened  on  January  11,  1891,  as  an  agency  of 
the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  The  Board  of  the  Home  recommended  to 
Synod  that  the  Home  be  supported  in  part  by  an  offering  "taken  each 
Thanksgiving  by  the  churches  of  Synod"  —  an  offering  still  received  and 
sent  to  the  Home  by  this  congregation. 

In  addition  to  electing  Rev.  Boyd  as  superintendent  of  the  Home,  the 
Board  also  elected  Mrs.  Boyd  as  matron  and  Miss  Blanche  Boyd  as  teach- 
er. The  Board  was  also  concerned  at  the  time  that  sixty-four  percent  of 
the  churches  in  the  Synod  had  not  contributed  to  this  work,  and  larger 
contributions  were  needed  because  the  Home  needed,  in  addition  to 
other  things  "a  'printing  outfit'  where  the  boys  could  learn  a  useful  trade 
and  the  superintendent  could  print  'circulars,  reports  and  a  periodical  at 
small  expense'  ",89 

On  November  19,  1891,  tragedy  struck.  The  Home  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  according  to  one  story,  Boyd  stood  with  the  homeless  children 
around  the  smoking  ruins  singing  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee".  Later  he 
expressed  his  feelings  in  this  way,  "This  was  God's  way  of  answering 
prayer  and  burning  this  institution  into  the  hearts  of  the  Presbyterians  of 
North  Carolina."90  According  to  another  account,  "Mr.  Boyd  moved  the 
children  into  a  home  in  Statesville  until  a  building  could  be  erected  at 
Barium  Springs."91 

Boyd  continued  as  superintendent  there  until  early  1908  when  he 
resigned  for  health  reasons.  His  work  there  had  been  his  crowning  work. 
For  17  years  he  served  there,  carrying  it  from  very  small  beginnings  to  a 
position  of  security  and  permanence.  His  "tender,  loving  heart,  fine 
administrative  ability,  largeness  of  vision  and  an  unquestioning  faith 
gave  him  special  fitness  for  his  work.  All  these  gifts  he  used  in  such  a  way 
that  he  was  looked  up  to  as  a  father,  consulted  as  a  wise  counsellor, 
trusted  as  an  unfailing  friend  and  loved  as  one  whose  big  heart  always 
responded  to  the  cry  of  need.  His  faith  was  that  of  a  child,  his  heart  was 
that  of  a  mother.  No  man  with  less  faith  could  have  succeeded  against  the 
odds  he  faced  and  the  institution  stands  today  as  a  monument  to  his 
absolute  trust  in  God."92 

Upon  his  resignation  from  Barium  Springs,  Boyd  spent  two  years 
without  charge  and  then  accepted  a  position  as  Supply  Pastor  at  the 
Tinkling  Springs  and  Stuart's  Draft  churches  in  Virginia.  In  1911  he 
became  pastor  of  the  Stuart's  Draft  church,  serving  there  until  1917 
when  he  gave  up  the  active  pastorate  due  to  his  age.  From  then  until  his 
death  on  December  2,  1925,  he  lived  with  his  son  Paschel  in  Moores- 
ville,  N.  C,  spending  summers  at  his  cottage  in  Montreat. 

In  the  Franklin  History,  R.  A.  White  writes  the  following  tribute  to 
Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd: 


76 


Mr.  Boyd  was  a  man  of  splendid  intellect,  scholarly  attainments  and  a 
preacher  of  great  ferver  and  spiritual  power.  His  piety  and  consecration 
were  evident,  while  his  labors  were  marked  by  the  sacrificial  spirit.  He 
never  sought  tor  place  but  let  the  place  seek  him,  thus  showing  his  humil- 
ity and  desire  to  be  led  by  the  Spirit.  In  his  was  the  true  missionary  spirit 
that  was  ever  planning  and  praying  for  the  salvation  ol  souls  and  the 
extension  of  the  Kingdom. "93 

A  great  deal  happened  at  Unity  during  Boyd's  pastorate  here.  On  May 
16,  1874,  "R.  W.  Culbertson  was  received  on  examination  and  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  a  member  of  this  church".94  The  significance  of  this 
will  be  detailed  in  a  later  section,  however  we  note  here  that  Richard 
Watt  Culbertson,  here  received  into  the  church  as  a  child  of  14,  was  the 
first  "son  of  Unity"  to  enter  the  full  time  Gospel  ministry,  as  far  as  we 
know.  Certainly  he  was  influenced  in  that  decision  by  Rev.  Boyd,  as  well 
as  by  the  Sunday  School  teachers,  officers  and  members  of  this  church:  It 
was  on  August  23,  1885,  that  he  made  "application  for  such  certificate 
from  his  church  session,  as  Concord  Presbytery  requires,  before  taking 
candidates  under  their  care  —  request  granted  and  the  Pastor  requested 
to  furnish  him  with  said  certificate." 

At  least  ninety-five  members  were  received  by  transfer  and  examina- 
tion during  Boyd's  ministry  here,  and  over  105  baptisms  performed 
(many  of  them  adult  baptisms,  and  some  were  by  visiting  ministers). 
According  to  Presbytery  records,  Unity  had  109  members  in  1875,  and 
according  to  our  records  there  were  1 40  members  here  on  April  1 ,  1888 
—  at  the  close  of  Boyd's  pastorate.  The  first  "Statistical  Report  of  Unity 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Concord"  recorded  in  our  minutes  is  for  the  final 
year  of  Boyd's  pastorate,  and  shows  the  following  (for  April  1,  1887  to 
April  1,  1888): 


Elders 

6 

Adult  Baptising 

none 

Deacons 

4 

Infant  Baptising 

10 

Com.  added  on  Exam 

2 

Baptized  non  Communicants 

50 

Com  added  on  certificate 

3 

Scholars  in  Sab.  Schoo 

1  &  B. 

C          60 

Total  communicants 

140 

Teachers  in  Sab.  School  &  B. 

C            7 

FUNDS  COLLECTED 

Sustentations 

$3.59 

Luscalbosa  Institute 

$      2.15 

Evangelistic 

9.16 

Presbyterial 

12.00 

Invalid  Fund 

3.85 

Pas.  Sal.  actually  paid 

300.00 

Foreign  Missions 

65.80 

Congregational 

8.00 

Publication 

4.36 

Miscellaneous 
R.  Culbertson 

1.20 

c.s. 

During  this  period  several  members  were  visited,  and  asked  to  pre- 
sent themselves  before  the  Session  due  to  "conduct  inconsistent  with  his 
profession"  or  "not  living  a  consistent  Christian  life"  or  "absenting 
themselves  from  the  means  of  grace  for  a  considerable  time".  The  min- 
utes show  clearly  that  in  each  case  the  desire  of  the  Session  was  to  talk 
with  those  persons,  seek  from  them  a  confession  if  they  were  guilty  of 
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the  offense,  and  encourage  them  to  lead  a  Christian  life  and  receive  the 
"means  of  grace",  referring  to  worship  and  the  sacraments. 

Several  cases,  however,  involved  more  serious  offenses  and  were  dealt 
with  in  other  ways.  One  member,  who  had  joined  the  church  just  two 
and  a  half  years  earlier,  was  "charged,  by  rumor,  with  drunkeness".  Two 
Session  members  visited  him,  and  reported  back  that  he  "acknowledges 
himself  guilty  of  drunkeness  and  profanity,  but  declined  to  meet  with  the 
session".  The  Session  ordered  that  he  be  sent  a  citation  to  appear  before 
them.  He  later  did  so,  and  "acknowledged  himself  guilty  of  the  charges 
on  intoxication  and  profanity".  The  following  minute  and  resolution  was 
unanimously  passed  by  the  Session  is  this  case: 

Whereas,  (name  omitted),  after  due  citation  came  before  session,  confess- 
ing his  sin,  and  expressing  sorrow  for  it,  and  in  great  darkness,  but  desiring 
a  better  state  of  heart,  therefore  Resolved,  that  he  be  suspended  from  the 
communion  of  this  church  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

Another  person  cited  by  the  Session  on  that  same  occasion  declined  to 
meet  with  them  and  "has  persistently  declined  to  do  so.  Therefore, 
resolved,  that  she  be  indefinitely  suspended  for  her  sin  from  the  commu- 
nion of  this  church". 

Once  again,  the  Session  did  not  look  the  other  way  when  it  was  a 
church  officer  who  was  charged.  During  this  period  a  deacon,  who  had 
been  ordained  less  than  six  months  earlier,  came  to  the  Session  "and  in  a 
spirit  of  penitence,  confessed  himself  guilty  of  the  sin  of  adultery.  On  his 
own  confession  it  was  resolved  that  he  be  suspended  indefinitely,  from 
his  office  as  deacon,  and  from  church  membership  in  this  church."  One 
year  later  he  was  invited  to  be  present  that  the  Session  "might  converse 
with  him  as  to  his  repentance,  penitance  and  desire  of  restoration.  Satis- 
fied with  his  state  of  heart,  the  Session  unanimously  resolved,  that  he  be 
restored  to  full  communion  in  the  church  and  that  the  Pastor  announce 
the  same".  Six  years  later  this  member  asked  to  be  dismissed  to  another 
church  and  the  "indefinite  suspension  by  this  session  of  (name  omitted) 
from  the  office  of  Deacon  in  this  church  was  removed  and  he  fully 
restored  to  his  office",  and  the  clerk  furnished  him  and  his  wife  with 
certificates  of  dismission. 

One  other  disciplinary  case  during  this  time  is  worthy  of  mention,  due 
again  to  the  sensitivity  of  the  Session.  Public  rumor  had  charged  one 
member  with  unkind  treatment  of  his  wife.  Rev.  Boyd  visited  the  man 
and  admonished  him  to  avoid  like  conduct  in  the  future.  No  further 
mention  is  made  of  this  case,  hopefully  signifying  that  the  admonishment 
had  a  positive  effect  on  the  situation. 

During  Boyd's  ministry  here  two  elders  were  elected.  They  were 
elected  by  the  congregation  on  October  12,  1882,  however,  these  two 
men,  William  G.  Watson  and  Radford  B.  Bailey,  were  not  examined  and 
ordained  until  1883.  On  February  25,  1883,  they  came  before  the 
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Session  and  were  examined  on  the  "doctrines  of  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  church  government,  and  their  own  personal  religion".  The  examina- 
tions were  satisfactory,  and  on  March  1 1  they  were  set  apart  to  the  office 
of  Ruling  Elder  "by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands".  It  was  also  during 
this  period,  on  August  13,  1882,  that  the  first  memorial,  upon  the  death 
of  an  Elder  in  the  church,  is  recorded  in  the  minutes: 

We,  the  session  of  Unity  Church,  do  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  remov- 
ing from  our  midst  our  friend  and  brother  in  the  eldership  Mr.  Nelson 
Penninger.  It  is  with  feelings  of  sadness  that  we  record  his  death,  as  a  loss  to 
our  body,  to  the  church  and  to  his  family,  for  whom  we  would  express  our 
sympathy;  yet  we  would  be  submissive,  feeling  that  the  Master  has  called 
him  to  himself. 

Three  deacons  were  also  elected  during  this  time,  these  being  George  R. 
McNeil,  John  A.  Bailey,  and  William  Carson.  They  all  three  accepted  the 
office,  and  were  ordained  on  September  1 ,  1877,  "after  a  sermon  by  the 
pastor  on  duties  of  the  Deacon's  office."  The  minutes  of  the  Session  on 
April  12,  1884,  include  the  information  that  "the  report  of  the  Deacons 
was  presented  and  accepted  and  the  following  resolution  adopted:  Re- 
solved that  we  approve  of  the  diligence  with  which  the  deacons  have 
performed  their  work,  and  we  suggest,  that  the  subscription  lists  be 
revised,  and  additional  subscriptions  solicited,  in  order  to  secure  the 
Pastor's  salary."95 

September  13,  1879,  was  a  red  letter  day  for  Unity.  The  Session  met 
and  "proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  following  persons  who  had 
presented  themselves,  asking  to  be  admitted  to  the  church  ..."  and  the 
names  of  twenty-nine  persons  follows!  All  the  examinations  were  sus- 
tained, and  they  were  all  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church  — 
nine  of  them  being  baptized  that  same  day! 

Members  were  received  into  the  church  in  special  ways  during  this 
time  also.  On  November  13,1883,  Rev.  Boyd  reported  that  he  and  Elder 
Jesse  Powlas  had  visited  a  couple  and  their  invalid  daughter,  had  exam- 
ined the  mother  and  daughter  (the  father  already  being  a  member  of  the 
church)  as  to  their  knowledge  of  Christ  and  faith  in  Him.  Rev.  Boyd  then 
—  in  the  home  —  baptized  both  the  mother  and  daughter  "owing  to 
their  great  distance  from  any  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  condition  of 
the  health"  of  the  daughter.  Rev.  Boyd  then  presented  to  the  Session 
their  request  to  be  received  as  members,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved  that  we  heartily  approve  of  the  course  persued  by  our  Pastor,  and 
do  hereby  receive  the  above  named  persons,  into  the  full  communion  of 
our  church.96 

In  another  situation,  a  person  who  "had  been  a  long  time  sick  and  a 
great  sufferer  and  fearing  that  he  might  not  recover  and  wishing  to  see 
his  children  baptized  —  session  proceeded  to  examine  him  as  to  his 
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repentance  and  faith  in  Christ,  which  examination  was  entirely  satisfac- 
tory and  he  received  as  a  member  of  the  church;  after  which  his  little 
children  were  all  baptized.  This  occurred  at  the  man's  home  on  August 
24,  1884,  at  8:00  a.m. 

The  Session  also  carried  out  another  responsibility  during  this  time,  on 
one  occasion  removing  from  the  roll  the  names  of  five  persons  who  had 
moved  from  the  area,  and  at  another  meeting  making  note  of  the  fact  that 
a  letter  had  been  received  from  a  minister  in  Newburne,  Alabama, 
stating  that  a  Unity  member  had  joined  the  church  there. 

Life  for  those  at  Unity  was  gradually  settling  down  following  the  years 
of  civil  war,  and  the  changes  in  their  lives  brought  on  by  that  tragedy  and 
its  aftermath.  Certainly  the  sustained  ministry  of  Rev.  Boyd  over  a  period 
of  fourteen  years  helped  through  that  time  of  rebuilding.  In  the  face  of 
all  the  difficulties  sustained,  the  church  grew  under  his  leadership,  con- 
tinuing its  strong  giving  to  missions,  and  its  outreach  to  the  community. 

ISAAC  NEWTON  CAMPBELL 

Less  than  three  months  following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Boyd,  Unity 
was  supplied  again  on  a  regular  basis.  The  Reverend  I.  N.  Campbell  was 
present  at  Unity  on  June  9,  1888,  was  invited  to  moderate  the  Session 
meeting  that  day,  and  baptized  two  infants,  including  Raymond  Clinton 
Lippard,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Lippard.  Raymond  later  felt  the  call 
to  ministry,  and  is  one  of  the  "sons  of  Unity".  (More  information  on  Rev. 
R.  C.  Lippard  in  a  later  section.) 

Isaac  Newton  Campbell  was  born  in  Greenville,  Virginia,  on  August 
14,  1846,  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  Harrison  Campbell.  He  spent  his 
early  years  in  farming  before  attending  William  and  Lee  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1874.  He  then  went  to  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Richmond,  Virginia,  and  received  his  degree  in  1877.  On  April  28, 
1877,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Lexington  Presbytery,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  1877,  he  was  ordained  by  the  West  Hanover  Presbytery  and 
became  pastor  of  the  Appomattox  Church  in  Virginia.  He  was  married  on 
September  30,  1878,  to  Eliza  Catherine  Lockridge  of  Rockbridge  Coun- 
ty, Virginia.  Rev.  Campbell  then  served  a  series  of  short  pastorates  in 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  West  Virginia: 

1878-1879   Stated  Supply  at  Union  and  Shemariah  churches  of  Lexington 

Presbytery 
1879-1882   Pastor  of  Union  Church 
1883-1884   Pastor  of  Strasburg  Church,  Virginia  and  Evangelist  at  Mt. 

Jackson  and  Luray 
1884-1888   Pastor  of  Rutherfordton  and  Stated  Supply  of  Little  Brittain 

In  the  Spring  of  1888  he  became  the  Stated  Supply  at  Unity,  Franklin 
and  South  River  (There  is  no  longer  a  Presbyterian  church  at  South 
River).  He  was  never  installed  as  pastor  of  Unity  —  serving  his  time  here 
in  the  capacity  of  Stated  Supply  —  although  it  appears  that  the  Session 
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ISAAC  NEWTON  CAMPBELL 

Pastor  1888-1889 


and  congregation  of  Unity  wanted  to  issue  him  a  call.  On  March  23, 
1890,  after  he  had  served  here  two  years,  there  is  recorded  in  the 
minutes  this  statement,  "We  the  session  of  Unity  Church,  ask  Rev.  I.  N. 
Campbell,  with  consent  of  Presbytery,  to  hold  our  call  in  his  hands  & 
continue  to  minister  to  us,  until  the  way  be  open  for  him  to  act  intelli- 
gently". With  this  and  other  sketchy  information,  it  seems  that  Unity 
wanted  to  call  Rev.  Campbell,  but  some  problem  stood  in  the  way. 
Whether  Rev.  Campbell  himself  or  the  Presbytery  kept  the  call  from 
going  through  is  not  certain. 

On  November  23,  1890,  after  a  ministry  here  of  two  and  a  half  years, 
Rev.  Campbell  asked  "that  a  member  of  the  session  take  the  chair  while 
he  tended  his  resignation  to  session,  giving  full  reasons  for  his  action". 
Unfortunately,  the  reasons  are  not  given,  however,  Session  adopted  the 
following  resolution,  "That  under  the  circumstances  we  feel  it  to  be  our 
duty,  though  reluctantly,  to  acquiesce  in  Mr.  Campbell's  wishes,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  past  diligence,  and  kindness,  in  preaching  to  us  the 
gospel".  Rev.  Campbell  was  still  here  at  the  December  13,  1890,  meet- 
ing of  Session,  at  which  time  Elder  Jesse  Powlas  presented  the  following 
paper,  relative  to  Rev.  Campbell's  leaving,  which  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  Rev.  I.  N.  Campbell,  having  received  a  call  to  labor  in  another 
Presbytery,  has  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  Session  of  Unity  Church, 
therefore, 

Resolved  1st  that  we  reluctantly  accept  said  resignation,  believing  that 
his  relation  to  us  has  been  a  pleasant  one,  and  that  his  labors  among  us  have 
not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

Resolved  2nd  —  That  though  his  removal  from  his  labors  here  is  a 
matter  of  regret  to  us,  yet  his  pulpit  ministrations  and  pastoral  visitation 
have  been  for  the  spiritual  edification  of  our  people,  and  that  our  prayers 
and  best  wishes  go  with  him,  and  family,  to  his  new  field  of  labor.97 

Whatever  was  behind  his  resignation  —  and  there  appears  to  have  been 
more  than  a  call  to  another  church  —  is  not  known.  However,  the  above 
resolutions  show  that  his  ministry  here  was  greatly  appreciated,  and  was 
felt  to  be  a  fruitful  one  by  our  Session. 

It  was  to  Mecklenburg  Presbytery  that  Campbell  went,  to  the  Patter- 
son Creek  Church,  where  he  served  as  Pastor  for  two  years.  He  was  then 
Stated  Supply  of  the  Rurlington  and  Petersburg  churches  in  West  Virgin- 
ia from  1893-1894;  Pastor  of  the  Marshall,  Delaplane,  and  Aldie 
churches  in  Virginia  from  1894-1907;  and  Pastor  of  the  Rerkeley 
Springs  church  in  West  Virginia  from  1907-1910.  Rev.  Campbell  then 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Grottoes,  Virginia,  where  he  died  on 
February  17,  1937,  at  the  age  of  90. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  had  at  least  four  children,  for  our  records 
show  that  on  May  25,  1889,  Mary  C,  Sarah  E,  Frances  P.  and  Harrison  L. 
Campbell,  children  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  N.  Campbell  were  received  by 
certificate  from  the  church  at  Rutherfordton. 
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In  his  two  and  a  half  years  here,  Campbell  performed  at  least  18 
baptisms,  and  at  least  19  persons  united  with  the  church.  However,  due 
to  losses  through  transfer  (some  to  the  newly  organized  South  River 
Presbyterian  Church  —  which  Campbell  also  served)  and  deaths,  the 
membership  of  Unity  was  at  138  on  April  1,  1891.  Yet  Campbell  did 
seem  to  bring  a  renewed  interest  in  the  Sabbath  (Sunday)  School,  for  the 
scholars  in  the  Sabbath  School  increased  from  60  in  1 888  to  1 00  in  1891! 
This  increase  occurred  even  though  there  is  the  notation  of  September 
22,  1889,  that  "it  was  thought  by  the  session  best  to  suspend  Sabbath 
school  during  the  winter".  (This  appears  to  be  the  only  year  this  decision 
was  made.) 

Just  prior  to  Campbell's  coming,  on  March  25,  1888,  there  was  an 
election  held,  and  three  deacons  were  elected.  Some  time  elapsed,  and  it 
was  not  until  July  14,  1889,  that  the  three  were  present  at  a  Session 
meeting,  and  asked  of  their  willingness  to  serve  in  that  office.  All  three 
declined,  one  asking  for  more  time  to  consider  the  matter.  The  Session 
urged  all  three  to  accept  the  office,  and  then  "left  the  matter  with  them 
for  a  short  time".  The  matter  did  not  come  up  again  during  Campbell's 
pastorate,  so  all  three  must  have  declined,  and  more  deacons  were  not 
elected  until  1893. 

Mentioned  above  is  the  fact  that  the  South  River  Presbyterian  Church 
was  organized  during  this  time.  On  June  22,  1890,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Fowler  asked  for  certificates  of  dismission  to  unite  with  this  new  church. 
"The  clerk  was  ordered  to  furnish  certificates  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fowler  &  to 
include  any  other  member  of  this  church  who  may  desire  to  unite  with 
the  new  organization".  Following  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  is  the 
notation  that  "the  above  certificate  of  dismission  includes  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Foard."98  John  C.  Foard  was  at  the  time  serving  Unity  as  an  Elder, 
having  been  elected  to  that  office  in  1849.  The  move  in  membership  was 
made  due  to  the  closeness  of  the  new  church  to  his  home,  yet  the  loss  of 
this  dedicated  servant  of  God  was  surely  felt  at  Unity.  He  had  not  only 
served  on  the  Session  for  over  40  years,  but  also  had  served  as  Clerk  for 
thirteen  years  (1851-1864). 

The  words  inscribed  in  our  Session  minutes  quoted  earlier,  written  by 
Jesse  Powlas  at  the  time  of  Campbell's  resignation,  demonstrate  the  love 
and  admiration  this  congregation  and  Session  had  for  this  servant  of  God, 
Isaac  N.  Campbell. 

CORNELIUS  MILLER 

Unity  is  listed  in  Presbytery  minutes  for  April  1891,  as  being  "vacant". 
It  had  not  been  vacant  long,  and  did  not  remain  vacant  long,  for  by 
August  of  that  year  Rev.  C.  Miller  was  moderating  our  Session  meetings, 
and  by  mid  October  he  had  been  installed  as  pastor. 

During  that  brief  time  the  Session  met  several  times,  each  time  choos- 
ing an  elder  to  moderate.  Of  significance  was  the  meeting  on  March  21, 
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1891,  at  which  time  an  application  for  a  certificate  of  dismission  was 
made,  through  a  member  of  the  Session,  for  Mr.  W.  G.  Watson  and  family, 
that  they  might  unite  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Salisbury.  The 
request  was  granted.  Mr.  William  G.  Watson  was  an  elder  at  Unity  at  the 
time,  having  been  ordained  in  1883.  His  transfer  meant  the  second 
transfer  of  an  active  elder  within  a  year. 

Cornelius  Miller  was  born  in  Columbus,  Mississippi,  on  May  1 1 ,  1847. 
He  was  the  son  of  James  M.  and  Marion  Robertson  Spiers  Miller,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Scotland,  and  descendants  of  some  of  the  most 
renowned  families  of  Scotish  Covenanters.  Cornelius  thus  received  his 
early  religious  training  in  the  Presbyterian  tradition,  and  in  the  words  of 
Dugald  Monroe  "imbibed  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  independence."99 

He  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Mississippi  Confederate  Cavalry  at  a  very 
young  age.  It  is  said  that  "as  a  soldier  he  was  faithful  and  brave,  true  to 
the  principle  he  believed  to  be  right  to  the  end."  He  then  entered  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Mississippi,  receiving  his  degree  in 
1871.  There  followed  a  full  three  year  course  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond.  In  both  institutions  he  stood  in  high  estimation 
among  the  faculty  and  his  fellow  students. 

He  was  then  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  West  Hanover  on  April  17, 
1874,  and  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  on  October  30,  1875. 
His  first  pastorates  were  in  North  Carolina,  serving  the  Madison,  Went- 
worth,  and  Leaksville  churches  in  Rockingham  County  from  1874- 
1882. 

While  in  this  field  he  was  married  twice;  first  to  Susan  Stokes  of 
Lewisburg,  Virginia,  who  lived  only  a  short  time  after  their  marriage  on 
April  21,  1874.  He  then  married  Mary  L.  Scales  of  Madison,  North 
Carolina  on  December  12,  1876.  From  records  it  appears  that  he  had 
five  or  six  children. 

From  1882-1883,  Miller  was  pastor  of  the  Bonham  and  Honey  Grove 
churches  in  Fannin  County,  Texas.  He  then  returned  to  his  first  charge  in 
Rockingham  County,  North  Carolina,  for  two  years  before  going  to  the 
Alamance  Church  in  Guilford  County  in  1885  as  pastor.  He  served  there 
until  1891,  variously  serving  the  Burlington,  Springwood,  Jamestown, 
Speedwell,  Asheboro,  and  Worthville  churches  while  at  Alamance. 

The  Presbytery  of  Concord  met  on  September  10,  1891,  and  acted  on 
a  call  from  Unity  for  the  pastoral  service  of  Rev.  Miller.  Unity  promised  a 
salary  of  $300.00  and  use  of  the  manse  and  grounds  for  one  half  of  his 
time.  The  call  was  found  to  be  in  order,  and  placed  in  Rev.  Miller's  hands. 
He  accepted  the  terms  of  call,  having  previously  accepted  terms  from 
the  Franklin  and  South  River  churches.  He  was  installed  as  pastor  at 
Unity  on  October  11,  1891,  and  as  pastor  of  Franklin  and  South  River  on 
October  18.  He  remained  only  a  short  time,  being  transferred  back  to 
Orange  Presbytery  on  April  8,  1892,  to  resume  Evangelistic  work  there. 
(We  will  pick  up  the  story  of  Miller's  pastorates  following  this  at  a  later 
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section  —  when  he  returns  to  Unity  for  a  second  ministry  here.) 

During  this  brief  pastorate  twenty-three  members  were  received, 
including  twelve  on  one  day,  September  13,  1891.  The  membership  at 
the  close  of  Miller's  pastorate  had  risen  to  153.  Records  also  show  thir- 
teen baptisms  during  this  period. 

Listed  as  being  received  during  this  time  is  Rev.  Miller's  wife,  Mrs. 
Mary  Scales  Miller,  and  children  Peter  Scales  Miller  &  Masion  Spears 
Miller  (also  mentioned  are  their  baptized  children  James  Edward  and 
Mary  Scales  Miller). 

Another  memorial  is  recorded  during  this  time,  in  memory  of  Elder 
Edmund  Rice  which  was  adopted  and  a  copy  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  his  children: 

Whereas  our  aged  friend  and  brother  in  the  Eldership,  Mr.  Edmund 
Rice,  has  lately  been  removed  from  us  by  death. 

Therefore  —  We,  the  Session  of  Unity  Church,  do  hereby  express  our 
high  appreciation  of  his  Christian  character.  He  was  a  good  man  and  the 
best  interests  of  our  little  church  were  ever  near  his  heart.  He  served  as  an 
officer  in  our  church  for  more  than  forty  years  and  his  place  was  seldom 
vacant  in  the  house  of  God.  Lately  his  bent  form  and  tottering  step  there, 
gave  evidence  of  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  prosperity  of  the  church  he 
loved.  He  was  decided  in  his  religious  convictions,  and  we  miss  his  pres- 
ence, his  counsel,  and  his  prayers,  but  our  loss,  we  believe  was  his  gain.100 

Edmund  Rice  actually  served  as  an  elder  from  1856-1891,  a  period  of  35 
years,  and  as  a  deacon  from  1850-1856  —  for  a  total  of  41  years. 

On  December  18,  1891,  it  was  decided  that  "on  account  of  deaths  and 
removals,  the  session  thought  it  wise  that  an  election  by  the  congrega- 
tion, for  more  church  officers  be  held  at  an  early  date.  On  motion  it  was 
ordered  that  an  election  for  two  elders  and  three  deacons  take  place  on 
the  second  Sabbath  of  January,  immediately  after  the  sermon,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  a  full  congregation  may  assemble."  The  election  had  not 
taken  place  by  February  13,  1892,  when  the  Session  met  again  to  "con- 
sult in  regard  to  holding  an  election".  The  election  took  place  sometime 
between  that  date  and  March  27,  1892,  for  on  this  latter  date  Mr.  Jonas 
Lippard  was  ordained  as  an  elder,  and  J.  K.  Culbertson,  George  L.  Rice 
and  Joseph  G.  Lyerly  were  ordained  as  deacons.  One  other  person  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  elder,  but  wanted  more  time  to  think  about  it,  and 
was  not  ordained  at  that  time.  This  brought  to  four  the  number  of  elders, 
and  five  the  number  of  deacons  in  the  church. 

Also  worth  noting  is  the  comment  recorded  on  February  13,  1892, 
that  the  Session  met  to  agree  "on  a  constitution  for  a  society  of  Christian 
workers  for  this  church"  It  is  not  stated  what  was  agreed  upon,  but 
evidently  such  a  society  was  a  part  of  the  church  at  this  time. 

Rev.  Miller  had  the  spirit  of  an  evangelist,  and  moved  on  to  evangelis- 
tic work  in  Orange  Presbytery,  but  he  would  be  back  to  minister  amongst 
God's  people  at  Unity  again. 
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MILES  ABERNATHY  HENDERSON 

Rev.  Cornelius  Miller  moderated  the  Session  meeting  on  April  22, 
1892,  and  then  there  followed  several  meetings  moderated  by  elders, 
and  by  the  Reverend  J.  M.  Rose,  before  the  coming  of  our  next  installed 
pastor,  M.  A.  Henderson.  The  Rev.  John  M.  Rose  who  moderated  two  of 
our  Session  meetings,  and  one  congregational  meeting  during  this  time, 
was  a  general  evangelist  for  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  for  about  eighteen  months  before  being  called  as  Stated 
Supply  of  the  Morganton  church  in  May  of  1893.  Judge  Avery,  a  member 
of  that  congregation  wrote  this  concerning  Rev.  Rose: 

(Rev.  Rose)  was,  when  he  embarked  (upon  this  pastorate)  one  of  the  best 
Bible  Scholars  and  theologians  in  the  State,  and  was  surpassed  by  no  one  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  creed  of  his  own  church,  and  in  the  particular  rules  of 
procedure  for  the  parliamentary  government  of  its  higher  courts.  He  was 
.  .  .  earnest,  laborious  and  spiritual.  His  last  experience  had  made  him  an 
unusually  practical  speaker.  It  is  not  surprising  that  during  his  pastorate  of 
many  years,  he  proved  an  impressive  and  useful  minister.101 

Unity  was  indeed  fortunate  to  have  a  man  of  this  ability  working  with  the 
Session  and  congregation  during  this  time. 

Rev.  Rose  was  asked  on  September  30,  1892,  to  announce  to  our 
congregation  that  there  would  be  a  congregational  meeting  on  "Sabbath 
afternoon,  Oct.  2nd  to  elect  a  pastor,  if  the  way  be  clear",  and  was  also 
invited  to  preside  at  the  meeting.  Although  there  is  no  written  record  of 
that  congregational  meeting,  evidently  it  did  occur,  and  the  outcome 
was  the  call  issued  to  our  next  pastor,  M.  A.  Henderson,  who  was  re- 
ceived by  Concord  Presbytery  on  October  20,  1892,  and  moderated  his 
first  Session  meeting  here  on  December  1 1  of  that  year. 

Miles  Abernathy  Henderson  was  born  in  Gaston  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, on  November  26,  1844.  At  an  early  age  he  made  a  profession  of 
faith  in  Christ  and  was  received  into  the  membership  of  the  Castanea 
Grove  Presbyterian  Church  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Reverend  Hall 
Morrison,  D.D.  While  still  a  young  man  he  was  ordained  and  installed  a 
deacon  in  that  church,  and  a  few  years  later  was  elected  and  ordained  as 
an  elder.  In  that  capacity  he  served  the  church  faithfully,  and  was  active 
in  Presbytery  and  Synod  duties. 

In  1863,  he  joined  the  Confederate  Army  and  fought  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  When  he  was  about  forty  years  old,  he  decided  to  study  for  the 
ministry,  and  was  received  under  the  care  of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 
He  received  his  seminary  training  at  the  seminary  in  Columbia,  South 
Carolina. 

Henderson  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  Mecklenburg  Presbytery  in 
April  of  1887,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Brittain  Church  in  Rutherford 
County,  NC.  While  there  he  also  served  as  pastor  of  the  Duncan's  Creek 
church.  Henderson  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Kings  Mountain  Pres- 
bytery which  was  formed  while  he  was  at  Brittain.  He  also  represented 


that  Presbytery  as  a  commissioner  to  General  Assembly  when  it  met  in 
Birmingham. 

It  was  while  he  was  completing  his  study  at  Columbia  that  Henderson 
married  Margaret  Slade  on  September  22,  1886. 

After  serving  the  Brittain  and  Duncan's  Creek  churches  for  six  years, 
Henderson  received  and  accepted  calls  from  Unity,  Franklin  and  South 
River.  Presbytery  records  show  that  Unity  promised  $300  and  use  of  the 
manse,  Franklin  promised  $275,  and  South  River,  $57.  On  October  20, 
1892,  after  the  usual  examination,  Henderson  was  received  by  Concord 
Presbytery  and  his  name  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled.  The  committee 
appointed  to  arrange  for  his  installation  at  the  three  churches  consisted 
of  a  Rev.  J.  M.  Wharey  D.D.  and  Elder  Richard  Culbertson  from  Unity. 
(At  the  Session  meeting  on  Dec.  1 1,  1892,  Richard  Culbertson  reported 
on  "the  accepting  of  our  calls  by  Rev.  M.  A.  Henderson,  when  placed  in 
his  hands  by  presbytery".) 

Henderson  was  installed  at  Unity  on  May  20,  1893,  although  he  had 
been  serving  five  months  prior  to  that  date.  He  labored  here  until  May 
21,  1895,  when  he  resigned  due  to  ill  health.  He  returned  to  Rutherford 
County,  settled  on  a  farm  there,  and  was  without  charge  —  meaning  that 
Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River  were  the  last  churches  he  served.  In 
1900  he  moved  to  Shelby,  but  after  three  years  there  he  moved  back  to 
Rutherfordton,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on  March  21,  1908.  Dur- 
ing that  time,  on  April  30,  1897,  he  asked  for,  and  was  granted  permis- 
sion to  be  dismissed  to  Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 

According  to  Franklin's  History,  he  was  survived  by  his  wife  and  eight 
children.  Our  baptismal  records  show  that  three  of  their  children  were 
baptized  here  at  Unity;  Miles  Palmer  and  Annie  Lee  were  baptized  by 
Rev.  Richard  Culbertson  (a  son  of  this  church)  on  April  8,  1893,  and 
Gladis  Augustus  was  baptized  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  on  October  28, 
1894.  No  other  children  are  mentioned  in  our  baptismal  or  membership 
records. 

During  this  two  and  a  half  year  pastorate  nineteen  persons  united  with 
the  church,  and  twenty-two  baptisms  were  performed.  However,  due  to 
various  losses,  the  membership  fell  to  137  by  April  1,  1895.  Yet,  giving 
increased  during  this  time  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  giving  to  foreign 
missions  rose  from  $23.89  in  1892-1893  to  $45.10  the  following  statisti- 
cal year,  and  the  fact  that  in  1894-1895  Synod  Home  Missions  and  Local 
Home  Missions  were  added,  and  the  giving  was  $4.72  and  $20.67  re- 
spectively. 

On  April  22,  1894,  Rev.  Henderson  suggested  "the  propriety  of  ses- 
sion meeting  every  Sabbath  after  sermon.  The  matter  was  left  open  to  be 
considered  hereafter."  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Session  decided  to  do 
this,  for  the  meetings  continued  to  be  spaced  several  weeks,  and  at 
times,  several  months  apart. 

Concern  continued  to  be  shown  that  persons  truly  be  prepared  before 
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making  the  important  step  of  uniting  with  the  church.  One  person  came 
to  the  Session  asking  for  instruction  and  advice  before  joining  the 
church.  The  Session  met  with  the  man,  then  Rev.  Henderson  visited, 
prayed  with  and  instructed  him,  after  which  he  was  examined  and  re- 
ceived into  the  church. 

S.  L.  Cathey  wrote  the  following,  recorded  in  Franklin's  History,  about 
Rev.  Henderson  and  his  life  of  service: 

The  facts  but  faintly  tell  the  story  of  the  life  of  (M.  A.  Henderson).  As  a 
preacher  Mr.  Henderson  was  sound  and  practical.  He  came  to  preach  the 
gospel  of  peace  and  love.  This  was  his  mission  in  life  and  this  mission  was  to 
him  a  grave  responsibility.  Although  it  was  God's  will  that  brother  Hender- 
son's health  should  not  permit  him  to  continue  in  the  regular  pastorate,  yet 
as  he  had  opportunity  it  was  his  great  delight  to  preach  the  "Old,  old  story 
of  Jesus  and  his  love".  He  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  pastors  of  our 
Church  in  Rutherford,  Polk  and  Cleveland  counties. 

Brother  Henderson  was  pre-eminently  a  man  of  prayer.  Those  who  have 
had  the  privilege  to  hear  his  earnest  pleadings  at  the  throne  of  grace  will 
not  soon  forget  the  beauty  and  the  simplicity  of  his  prayers.  Nor  can  they 
fail  to  remember  his  childlike  faith  in  God  and  his  assurance  that  those 
prayers  would  be  answered. 

The  deep  piety  of  his  life  was  remarked  by  the  whole  community  in 
which  he  lived.  His  conduct  and  conversation  were  such  that  no  stain 
marred  the  beauty  and  grace  of  his  Christian  reputation.  To  know  him  was 
to  think  of  him  as  a  man  of  God. 

The  power  of  his  life^in  building  up  the  cause  of  Christ  was  seen  in  his 
home  life  as  well  as  in  the  service  rendered  the  church.  His  first  purpose 
was  that  of  Joshua,  'As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord."  He 
lived  to  see  six  of  his  eight  children  brought  into  the  church,  and  while 
living  in  Rutherfordton  his  family  did  not  fail  to  attend  upon  all  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary. 

Mr.  Henderson  died  triumphant  in  the  faith  which  had  sustained  him 
through  life.102 

Those  words  serve  to  guide  us  in  living  our  lives  with  such  faithfulness 
and  dedication. 

ROBERT  SILVANUS  ARROWOOD 

The  Reverend  Robert  W.  Royd,  former  pastor  of  Unity  returned  to  the 
church  to  preach  and  "if  the  way  be  clear  to  moderate  a  call  for  a  pastor" 
on  October  30,  1895.  Rev.  Royd  was  serving  as  Superintendent  of  Rari- 
um  Springs  Orphans  Home  at  the  time,  but  was  present  on  that  date  to 
moderate  the  meeting  in  which  a  call  was  issued  to  the  Reverend  Robert 
S.  Arrowood.  The  minutes  show  that  on  that  day  —  October  30, 1895  — 
"after  consultation,  it  was  thought  wise  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
pastor  &  make  a  call.  Rev.  Rob  Arrowood  was  chosen  &  salary  of  $215.00 
with  the  use  of  manse  &  lands  attached.  "103 

Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood  was  born  in  Gaston  County,  in  what  is  now 
Ressemer  City,  on  July  28,  1854.  He  received  his  early  religious  training 
at  home,  then  attended  and  graduated  from  Davidson  College.  His  par- 
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ents,  William  and  Mary  Ann  Fronabarger  Arrowood,  were  deeply  pious 
people.  After  graduation  from  Davidson  with  an  AB  in  1877,  Arrowood 
taught  school  in  Lincolnton  and  then  Concord  until  1885.  While  other 
members  of  his  family,  i.e.,  his  brothers  and  two  of  his  sons,  are  known  to 
have  attended  a  theological  seminary,  there  is  no  indication  in  any  avail- 
able sources  that  Robert  Silvanus  ever  did.  According  to  Robinson's 
Presbyterian  Ministerial  Directory,  1898,  he  was  licensed  by  the  Presby- 
tery of  Concord  in  October,  1885,  and  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  Bethpage  Church  on  June  20,  1886.104  Another  source  gives  the 
ordination  date  as  June  26,  1886.  It  would  appear  that  Arrowood  was 
licensed  and  ordained  under  what  today  is  called  the  "extraordinary 
clause"  —  that  is,  he  had  the  necessary  gifts  for  ministry  without  the 
usual  years  of  theological  training. 

On  March  3,  1880,  Arrowood  married  Mary  Louise  Dickson  of 
Orangeburg,  South  Carolina.  This  union  produced  eight  children,  five 
daughters  and  three  sons.  Six  of  their  children  were  born  while  serving 
Unity  and  living  in  our  manse.  Two  of  their  sons,  Charles  Flinn  and 
Robert  South  (both  born  in  Woodleaf)  followed  their  father's  footsteps 
and  became  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  (In  an  interview  with  "Aunt"  Troy 
Gillean  following  her  100th  birthday,  she  told  of  playing  with  the  older 
Arrowood  children  including  Annie,  Sylvia,  Bessie,  Flinn,  Marion  and 
Robb.)  (The  younger  two  children  were  John  and  Julia.) 

Arrowood  served  the  Bethpage  Church  until  1891.  While  there  he 
helped  to  organize  a  church  nearby.  On  November  1,  1889,  a  church 
was  organized  at  "Deweese  school  house"  and  the  name  Gilwood  was 
chosen  to  honor  two  ministers  who  had  preached  there  regularly  before 
the  church  was  organized,  Rev.  H.  G.  Gilland  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood. 

At  the  Spring  meeting  of  Presbytery  in  1891,  Arrowood  resigned  as 
Pastor  of  Bethpage,  and  asked  for  certificate  of  dismission  to  the  Presby- 
tery of  Athens,  Georgia.  The  way  for  this  request  was  "not  clear"  so  the 
Presbytery  deferred  acting  on  it  until  its  fall  meeting.  At  the  fall  meeting 
it  was  reported  that  he  had  been  called  by  Third  Creek,  Fifth  Creek,  and 
Elmwood,  and  that  he  desired  to  accept  these  calls,  which  he  did,  being 
installed  at  Fifth  Creek  on  October  25,  1891,  at  Elmwood  on  November 
29,  1891,  and  at  Third  Creek  on  February  20,  1892. 

In  the  fall  of  1895,  the  Presbytery  regrouped  some  of  its  churches  in 
this  area,  placing  Fifth  Creek  and  Elmwood  with  Bethesda  and  Bethany, 
and  placing  Third  Creek  with  Unity  and  Franklin.  At  a  called  meeting  of 
Presbytery  on  December  9-10,  1895,  Arrowood  declined  the  call  of  the 
Home  Missions  Committee  to  labor  in  Watauga  County,  but  he  did 
accept  a  call  issued  to  him  by  Unity.  This  was  the  call  issued  at  the 
October  30  meeting  at  Unity  noted  above. 

This  call  also  included  a  call  from  Franklin,  and  in  1899,  the  Cleveland 
Church  was  added.  (Arrowood  helped  organize  the  Cleveland  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  was  installed  as  pastor  there  on  June  9,  1899.) 
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Like  most  ministers  of  this  period,  particularly  in  the  more  rural  areas, 
a  part  of  Rev.  Arrowoods  salary  was  in  "use  of  the  lands  attached"  to  the 
manse.  In  the  book  Historic  Third  Creek  Church,  John  Kerr  Fleming 
writes  that  he  remembers  "as  a  small  boy  going  with  some  older  mem- 
bers of  the  family  to  Woodleaf,  and  seeing  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  and  son 
hoeing  cotton  in  a  field  near  the  manse.  The  small  church  farm  he  was 
cultivating  in  some  degree  supplemented  his  salary."105 

According  to  our  records,  the  last  meeting  of  our  Session  moderated 
by  Rev.  Arrowood  was  on  August  27,  1904.  This  coincides  with  the  date 
of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Third  Creek  Session  upon  the  resignation 
of  Rev.  Arrowood  there.  On  August  28,  1904,  that  Session  adopted  a 
resolution  which  said  in  part: 

The  relation  between  members  of  Third  Creek  Church  and  its  retiring 
Minister,  having  been  of  the  most  cordial  and  friendly  character,  they 
desire  to  express  on  his  withdrawal  of  the  Pastoral  charge  he  has  so  ably 
and  satisfactorily  filled,  their  grateful  sense  of  his  services,  and  their  es- 
teem for  his  personal  character,  therefore  — 

Resolved,  that  the  retirement  of  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  from  this  Church  is 
a  subject  of  sincere  regret  to  all  its  members,  and  that  no  form  of  words  can 
adequately  express  the  high  regard  they  entertain  for  him,  collectively  and 
individually  .  .  .  106 

It  is  certain  that  the  congregation  and  Session  at  Unity  shared  these  same 
sentiments  at  the  resignation  of  their  pastor.  Current  members  remem- 
ber their  parents  speaking  of  Rev.  Arrowood  with  great  affection  and 
respect. 

Upon  leaving  Woodleaf,  Rev.  Arrowood  became  pastor  of  the  Elise 
and  Bensalem  churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville.  He  served 
these  churches  until  1914,  and  while  there  he  founded  the  Elise  Acade- 
my, and  became  its  first  principal.  According  to  his  son,  Robert  South, 
Rev.  Arrowood  and  his  daughter  Sylvia  taught  the  higher  grades  and 
"Father  taught  Beulah's  grammer,  arithmetic,  geometry,  Latin  and 
Greek.  He  had  his  own  method  of  teaching;  when  a  boy  could  not 
understand  what  it  meant  to  invert  fractions,  he  picked  him  up  by  the 
heels  and  stood  him  on  his  head.  The  boy  did  not  soon  forget  what  it 
meant  to  invert."107  (Rev.  Arrowood  was  on  the  Rowan  County  Board  of 
Education  several  years  while  here).  Somehow  he  was  able  to  teach  five 
days  a  week,  direct  the  boarding  school,  and  also  keep  up  with  his 
ministry.  For  the  ten  years  he  served  the  academy  he  also  pastored  or 
supplied  the  Elise  (which  he  organized  in  1905),  West  End  (which  he 
organized  in  1912),  Bensalem,  Culdee,  Eagle  Springs,  Pinehurst,  and 
Euphronia  churches.  On  February  6,  1914,  he  resigned  as  principal  of 
the  school,  and  returned  to  the  pastorate  full  time,  serving  a  group  of 
churches  around  Candor,  North  Carolina,  which  included  the  Candor, 
Macedonia,  West  End,  and  Ellerbe  churches.  Arrowood  died  on  October 
31,  1919,  while  returning  home  from  a  Synod  meeting.  He  served  his 
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Lord  and  his  church  to  the  very  end  of  his  life. 

John  K.  Roberts  wrote  that  "people  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  far  and 
near  came  to  honor  Mr.  Arrowood  on  the  day  of  his  burial.  Such  a  funeral 
procession  I  have  never  seen  ...  It  may  be  that  we  cannot  invest  our 
abilities  in  life  and  characters  as  did  Mr.  Arrowood;  but  we  can  perpet- 
uate his  work  by  investing  our  means  in  a  school  which  molds  and  forms 
true  life  and  lasting  character."108  And  in  his  reminisces  about  his  father, 
Rev,  Robert  South  Arrowood  wrote: 

As  his  son  who  was  named  for  him,  who  was  always  very  close  to  him, 
often  sitting  in  the  pulpit  as  a  small  boy  while  he  preached,  and  providen- 
tially with  him  when  death  came,  I  think  he  can  best  be  described  in  the 
words  which  Shakespeare  put  in  the  mouth  of  Mark  Anthony  in  speaking  of 
Julius  Caesar.  It  more  truly  exemplifies  my  Father  than  it  does  Caesar. 

"His  life  was  gentle 

And  the  elements  so  mixed  him, 

That  Nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world, 

This  was  a  man."109 

Arrowood  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Candor  Presbyterian 
Church. 

At  the  first  Session  meeting  moderated  at  Unity  by  Rev.  Arrowood,  we 
have  the  first  recording  of  a  Sabbath  School  Superintendent.  "R.  Cul- 
bertson  was  asked  to  superintend  the  Sabbath  School  with  J.  A.  Lippard 
&  R.  B.  Bailey  as  assistant  Superintendents".  Richard  Culbertson  was 
elected  Superintendent  (and  J.  A.  Lippard  and  R.  B.  Bailey,  assistants) 
again  on  April  10,  1897,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  he  moved  from 
the  area  in  1901.  Mr.  N.  N.  Fleming  was  the  next  to  be  elected  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath  School,  this  occurring  on  April  4,  1903.  J.  D. 
Lawrence  was  elected  Secretary  &  Treasurer  of  the  Sabbath  School  on 
April  10,  1897. 

Two  Elders  were  installed  during  Rev.  Arrowood's  pastorate  here. 
Henry  G.  Lippard  (and  two  others  who  declined  to  serve)  was  elected  on 
March  6,  1898.  He  was  ordained  and  installed  on  April  29,  1898.  Nathan 
Neely  Fleming  was  elected  as  an  elder  on  June  7,  1903.  (Caleb  Pen- 
ninger  was  also  elected  on  that  date,  but  declined  to  serve  as  he  and  his 
wife  were  asking  to  be  dismissed  to  the  Cooleemee  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  was  organized  on  October  1 6,  1 90 1 .)  N.  N.  Fleming  had 
served  as  an  elder  and  Clerk  of  Session  at  the  Third  Creek  Church  before 
he  and  his  wife  moved  their  membership  to  Unity  in  1902  —  because 
they  were  making  their  home  in  Woodleaf.  Fleming  was  examined  on 
July  5,  1903,  and  installed  on  July  19.  One  elder  died  during  this  time  — 
Jesse  Powlas,  on  July  28,  1902,  having  been  an  elder  for  31  years. 

On  January  25,  1902,  R.  B.  Bailey  was  elected  Clerk  of  Session  be- 
cause "our  former  Clerk  having  removed  from  our  bounds"  was  no 
longer  able  to  serve.  That  "former  Clerk"  was  Richard  Culbertson  who 
served  as  an  elder  at  Unity  for  46  years,  and  as  Clerk  of  Session  for  38 
years  (1856-1902  and  1864-1902  respectively.) 


94 


At  least  65  members  were  received  by  examination  and  transfer  dur- 
ing Arrowood's  nine  years  here,  including  several  of  the  Arrowood  chil- 
dren, and  Samuel  Badger  Lyerly,  who  later  entered  the  ministry.  (Lyerly 
joined  by  examination  on  October  6,  1901  —  his  story  is  told  later  under 
the  "Sons  and  Daughters  of  Unity").  Thirteen  young  persons  joined  by 
examination  on  one  day  —  August  23,  1897.  However,  due  to  a  great 
many  transfers  (some  to  the  newly  organized  Cleveland  and  Cooleemee 
Presbyterian  churches)  membership  at  Unity  increased  only  from  138  to 
145  during  these  years. 

Church  discipline  continued  to  be  a  priority  of  the  Session,  with  great 
care  being  taken  to  investigate  charges  brought  before  them.  After  hear- 
ing and  investigating  rumors  in  one  case,  the  Session  adopted  the  follow- 
ing: 

We,  the  Session  of  Unity  Church,  feeling  grieved  by  the  evil  reports 
circulated  and  which  cannot,  from  the  evidence  before  us,  be  prosecuted 
to  conviction,  feel  it  proper,  and  wise  to  wait  until  God,  in  his  righteous 
Providence,  shall  give  further  light.110 

On  another  occasion  Rev.  Arrowood  was  asked  to  visit  two  members 
charged  with  "unchristian  conduct".  One  with  "sorrow  confessed  his 
guilt .  .  .  and  hoped  to  be  forgiven".  The  other  "met  him  kindly  and  with 
tears  flowing  down  her  face,  confessed  with  shame  &  sorrow  her  guilt." 
She  then  sent  a  note  to  the  Session  "signed  with  her  own  hand"  which 
read  in  part — 

I  am  truly  sorry  &  have  asked  God  to  forgive  me,  &  I  hope  he  has  done 
so.  It  is  my  decision  to  remain  in  the  communion  of  the  church.  I  leave  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Session  to  act  as  they  may  think  best  for  the  good  of  the 
church,  &  for  my  good.  I  promise  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  same  fault  in  the 
future. 

The  Session  heard  this  report  from  Rev.  Arrowood,  and  then  adopted  the 
following: 

The  Session  unanimously  felt  that  it  would  be  unwise  &  hard  to  ask  more 
and  on  motion  it  was  Resolved,  that  the  above  confession  of  penitence  & 
repentance  of  [both  persons  are  named]  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  and 
that  the  facts  in  both  cases  be  stated  to  the  congregation. 

Using  compassion  and  mercy,  the  Session  passed  the  above  action.  How- 
ever in  other  cases  during  this  time  further  action  was  taken,  including 
one  case  in  which  the  person  was  erased  from  the  church  roll  without 
process  because  of  "unchristian  conduct".111 

At  least  37  baptisms  were  performed  during  these  years.  Marion  Gra- 
ham Lyerly,  one  of  the  Sons  of  Unity  (whose  story  is  told  later),  was 
baptized  by  Rev.  Arrowood  on  February  20,  1896. 

The  19th  century  had  ended,  and  the  20th  was  begun  during 
Arrowood's  pastorate  here.  Avery  able  and  dedicated  pastor,  Arrowood 
built  upon  the  solid  foundation  he  found  upon  his  arrival,  and  moved  on 
from  here  to  greater  service  to  God. 
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INTO  THE  TWENTIETH 
CENTURY 

THOMAS  HUGH  SPENCE,  SR. 

Eight  months  passed  between  the  leaving  of  Rev.  Arrowood  and  the 
call  of  Unity's  next  pastor,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Hugh  Spence,  Sr.  Dur- 
ing that  time  the  Session  was  moderated  twice  by  elders,  once  by  the 
Reverend  Colin  A.  Munroe  who  was  General  Evangelist  and  Chairman 
of  the  Home  Missions  Committee  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  during 
this  time  (it  was  said  of  Rev.  Munroe  that  "no  Presbytery  ever  had  a  more 
devoted  servant  than  he  proved  himself  to  be  in  the  years  when  he  acted 
as  Chairman  and  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Presbytery.  He  did  not  during  his  ministry  take  vacations  as  most  of  us 
do.  Only  once  in  his  long  course,  did  he  rest  as  much  as  two  weeks 
continuously.  Small  wonder  in  his  latter  days  he  seemed  a  man  tired  in  a 
too  long  journey,  and  longing  for  rest .  .  .  "112),  and  twice  by  a  Reverend 
Kershner  whose  ministry  at  this  time  could  not  be  identified.  During 
those  meetings  only  routine  business  was  conducted,  except  for  the 
meeting  on  April  29,  1905,  when  Rev.  Kershner  moderated  a  congrega- 
tional meeting  to  elect  a  pastor,  and  T.  H.  Spence  was  elected  "for  one 
fourth  of  his  time  for  Two  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  per  annum  in 
quarterly  installments."  Rev.  C.  A.  Munroe  was  elected  to  "prosecute 
the  call  before  Presbytery"  which  was  obviously  done,  as  Spence  served 
as  Unity's  next  pastor.113 

Thomas  Hugh  Spence,  Sr.  was  born  in  Northern  Ireland,  near  Bally- 
mena,  County  Antrim,  on  September  30,  1866.  As  the  youngest  son  of 
William  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Huey  Spence,  Thomas  spent  his  childhood 
and  youth  in  that  fertile  land  of  potatoes  and  oats  —  the  two  major  crops 
grown  by  his  family.  Looking  on  America  as  the  land  of  opportunity,  he 
migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1887.  Immigrants  coming  to  America 
most  often  settled,  at  least  temporarily,  in  communities  where  they  had 
relatives,  and  Thomas  did  so,  in  the  town  of  Ridgeway,  South  Carolina 
where  an  uncle  lived.  He  brought  with  him  his  ability  to  work  hard,  and 
his  Protestantism. 

For  several  years  he  worked  in  upper  South  Carolina,  probably  as  a 
carpenter  or  a  mechanic,  and  certainly  as  a  blacksmith  since  he  was 
skilled  in  each  of  these  trades.  For  at  least  two  years  (1892-1894)  he  was 
in  Lancaster,  South  Carolina,  and  served  as  a  deacon  in  the  Lancaster 
Presbyterian  Church. 
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At  this  point  Thomas  made  a  decision  to  enter  the  ministry,  which  led 
to  his  matriculation  in  the  Rock  Hill  Presbyterian  High  School  since  he 
had  not  completed  scholastic  work  on  that  level  before  leaving  Ireland. 
From  there  he  moved  on  to  Davidson  College,  and  graduated  in  1887 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  While  at  Davidson  he  played  on  the 
football  team,  until  breaking  his  collar  bone,  not  on  the  playing  field  but 
in  a  collision  with  a  tree.  He  molded  a  protective  shield  of  lead,  worn 
under  his  sweater,  and  continued  on  the  team.  Playing  center  at  a  weight 
of  only  163  pounds,  he  would  hardly  have  made  the  squad  of  latter  day 
teams. 

In  his  senior  year  at  Davidson  he  served  as  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  in  his  junior  year  he  won  an  orator's  medal  with  a  speech  entitled, 
"Erin  go  Braugh"  which  evidently  dealt  with  his  native  Ireland.  His 
college  grades  in  Bible  were  impressive,  those  for  consecutive  semesters 
being  97,  97,  99,  99,  100  and  97.  The  year  following  graduation  he 
taught  in  the  Davidson  public  school,  where  he  also  served  as  princi- 
pal.114 

On  September  6,  1898,  he  married  Anna  Grace  Sparrow  of  Davidson, 
and  for  a  while  they  lived  in  Ripley,  West  Virginia,  where  a  son,  Thomas 
Hugh  Spence,  Jr.  was  born.  While  there  the  elder  Thomas  was  employed 
by  the  Ripley  Hardware  Company,  acting  as  manager  of  one  of  the 
departments  in  the  store. 

He  soon  continued  his  studies  for  the  ministry,  enrolling  in  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  in  the  fall  of  1901.  Another  child  was  born  during 
this  time,  a  daughter  Helen. 

Impelled  by  financial  necessity,  the  family  spent  the  year  1903-1904 
in  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina,  where  Thomas  served  as  mission  pastor  for 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  that  town.  During  that  year  a  third 
child  was  born,  Estelle  Lemly.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  of  the 
1904-1905  academic  year,  Thomas  moved  his  family  to  Columbia  to 
finish  his  seminary  training. 

Following  graduation  in  May  of  1905,  Spence  and  family  moved  to 
Cleveland,  North  Carolina  where  he  became  pastor  of  Unity,  Cleveland, 
Third  Creek  and  Elmwood.  According  to  his  son,  Thomas  H.  Spence,  Jr., 
"the  manse  was  really  located  at  Woodleaf,  the  post  office  of  Unity 
Church,  but  was  at  the  time  occupied,  so  we  settled  at  Cleveland  for  a 
season."115  Spence  had  been  licensed  to  preach  by  Bethel  Presbytery  on 
April  17,  1903,  and  now  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  at  a  meet- 
ing of  Concord  Presbytery  at  Back  Creek  on  September  8,  1905.  He  was 
officially  installed  at  Unity  and  Cleveland  on  September  24,  1905,  (how- 
ever he  had  been  moderating  the  Session  since  late  August),  and  at 
Elmwood  and  Third  Creek  on  October  1.  He  also  served  as  Stated 
Supply  of  the  Franklin  Church  during  his  tenure  here,  and  found  time  to 
establish  the  Pine  Grove  Sunday  School  which  later  became  Providence 
Presbyterian  Church.  As  noted  above  in  the  call  issued  by  Unity  to  Rev. 
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Spence,  he  was  to  devote  one-fourth  of  his  time  to  this  congregation  for 
an  annual  salary  of  $225.00. 

Rev.  Spence  remained  at  Elmwood  until  1906,  and  at  Unity,  Cleve- 
land, Third  Creek,  and  as  Stated  Supply  at  Franklin  until  1909.  Records 
indicate  that  it  was  early  in  1909  that  Rev.  Spence  received  a  call  from 
three  churches  —  Smithfield,  Kenly,  and  Oakland  —  in  Johnston  Coun- 
ty in  eastern  North  Carolina.  He  served  these  churches  for  seven  years 
before  returning  to  Concord  Presbytery,  accepting  calls  to  the  Rocky 
River  and  Harrisburg  churches  near  Concord.  He  remained  there  until 
1932,  when  he  accepted  a  call  as  Stated  Supply,  and  then  Pastor  of  the 
Patterson  Church  in  Concord  —  a  position  he  held  until  his  death  on 
May  9,  1937.  He  was  laid  to  rest  near  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  cemeter- 
ies at  Rocky  River,  only  a  short  distance  from  the  pulpit  from  which  he 
preached  for  fifteen  years. 

Rev.  Spence's  son,  Thomas  Jr.  wrote  the  following  about  his  father: 

He  never  possessed  any  great  share  of  this  world's  goods  but  always 
appeared  to  enjoy  life  thoroughly.  His  travels  in  his  adopted  country  were 
limited  according  to  present  standards  and  corresponding  practices.  Prob- 
ably the  longest  of  these  trips  was  that  to  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  Durant,  Oklahoma,  in  1918,  to  which  he  was  a  commissioner 
from  Concord  Presbytery.  He  uniformly  looked  forward  to  visits  to  Mon- 
treat  with  decided  pleasure. 

Theologically,  he  was  very  conservative.  Whether  his  background  in 
Ireland  was  in  part  responsible  for  this,  I  do  not  know.  I  am  sure  that  the 
training  which  he  received  at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  was  influen- 
tial in  the  formation  of  ideas  and  convictions  along  such  lines.  The  sermons 
which  he  preached  consistently  testified  to  the  doctrines  which  constitut- 
ed his  creed. 

He  held  a  high  conviction  of  the  sanctity  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  which 
was  certainly  passed  on  to  me,  and  for  which  I  am  deeply  thankful.  His  now 
antiquated  notion  that  neither  an  individual  nor  an  institution  should 
spend  more  money  than  is  received  has  worked  itself  into  the  conduct  of  all 
my  affairs."116 

Rev.  Spence  served  Unity  during  the  days  when  automobiles  were 
first  appearing  throughout  the  countryside.  His  son,  Thomas  Jr.,  remem- 
bers that  it  was  when  they  were  in  the  process  of  moving  from  Woodleaf 
to  Smithfield  that  he  received  his  first  ride  in  an  automobile.  Clarence 
Roseboro,  a  Cleveland  merchant,  invited  him  and  some  other  boys  to 
ride  with  him  to  a  baseball  game.  The  trip  to  the  game  was  fine;  however, 
"the  assembled  youth  of  the  community  managed  to  take  sufficient  time 
from  watching  the  game  to  manipulate  every  movable  device  of  the  car 
which  was  within  their  reach,  thereby  rendering  the  vehicle  incapable 
of  locomotion.  We  walked  back  to  Cleveland  after  the  game."117 

Several  changes  occurred  on  the  board  of  deacons  during  Rev. 
Spence's  pastorate.  John  A.  Bailey  died  on  November  5,  1904.  On  June 
24,  1906,  W.  R.  Bailey  was  elected  a  deacon,  and  was  ordained  and 
installed  on  July  22.  Then  in  1908,  William  Carson,  a  deacon  at  the  time, 
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transferred  his  membership  to  the  Cleveland  Presbyterian  Church  —  on 
June  7.  On  that  date  also  two  more  deacons  were  elected,  Ira.  T.  Bailey 
and  R.  C.  Lyerly,  and  these  men  were  ordained  and  installed  on  July  6. 
On  April  14,  1 907,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Session  that  "Mr.  J.  K.  Culbert- 
son,  (one  of  our  deacons)  have  the  manse  and  building  insured  against 
fire."118 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  Rev.  Spence's  ministry  here  was  listed 
as  125,  and  at  the  conclusion  had  grown  to  135.  Over  twenty  members 
were  received  during  this  time,  including  one  who  would  later  be  a  "son 
of  Unity",  Marion  Lyerly,  on  May  3,  1908,  and  the  current  member  with 
the  most  years  of  membership  at  Unity,  Janie  Lee  Hart  Hurst,  who  joined 
on  May  13,  1906. 

On  December  12,  1908,  a  "joint-meeting  of  elders  and  deacons  was 
held  in  the  church.  Matters  pertaining  to  the  Sabbath  School  were  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  R.  B.  Bailey  was  elected  teacher  of  the  class  of  grown  peo- 
ple." There  were  80  "scholars"  in  the  Sabbath  School  at  that  time.119 

By  the  close  of  his  ministry  at  Unity,  Rev.  Spence's  salary  had  been 
raised,  and  in  1908-1909,  $281.00  was  actually  paid  to  him.  The  in- 
crease may  have  occurred  when  he  resigned  from  Elmwood,  thus  giving 
more  time  to  his  other  churches. 

Several  current  members  remember  Rev.  Spence,  and  Carl  L.  Deal 
tells  this  story,  "Rev.  Spence  farmed  the  land  around  the  manse.  He  had  a 
horse  named  "John"  which  he  used  for  his  buggy  and  for  farming.  When 
"John"  got  older,  he  didn't  always  work  as  hard  as  Rev.  Spence  felt  he 
should,  so  he  got  a  whip  which  he  used  —  but  to  no  avail.  Rev.  Spence 
was  heard  to  say,  "He  either  has  a  tough  hide  or  a  short  memory".120 

And  Rev.  Spence's  son,  Thomas,  Jr.,  may  have  found  the  key  to  why  his 
father  was  so  well  loved  at  Unity  when  he  writes,  "I  once  asked  my  father 
why  we  kept  two  cows.  His  reply  was  one  which  he  knew  would  strike  a 
sympathetic  chord  in  my  heart  and  elsewhere:  'So  we  can  have  plenty  of 
ice  cream!'  "121 


OLD  PEWTER  COMMUNION  SET 
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CORNELIUS  MILLER 

The  Reverend  Cornelius  Miller  returned  to  Unity  for  a  second  pastor- 
ate here  in  late  1909  or  early  1910.  He  moderated  the  meeting  of  the 
Session  held  on  January  2,  1910,  at  which  time  his  wife  and  three  of  his 
children  joined  Unity  by  transfer  of  membership. 

During  the  months  Unity  was  without  a  Pastor  —  prior  to  Miller's 
coming  —  various  elders  moderated  the  Session  meetings,  and  twice 
times  were  set  for  congregational  meetings  to  elect  a  Pastor,  but  no 
record  of  these  meetings  being  held  are  given.  Evidence  shows  that  Rev. 
Colin  A.  Munroe,  Presbytery  Evangelist,  preached  at  least  once  during 
this  period. 

Following  his  first  tenure  at  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River  churches, 
Rev.  Miller  accepted  a  call  to  engage  in  synodical  evangelistic  work,  and 
was  dismissed  to  Orange  Presbytery  on  April  8,  1892.  He  labored  with 
great  success  as  a  special  evangelist  in  Stokes  County  from  1892-1897. 
Then  he  returned  to  Concord  Presbytery,  accepting  a  call  to  the  Rocky 
River,  Zion,  and  White  Hall  churches.  He  served  these  for  about  two  and 
a  half  years  before  returning  to  Stokes  County  as  an  evangelist. 

From  1899  to  January,  1903,  he  carried  out  this  evangelistic  ministry, 
and  then  moved  on  to  accept  a  call  as  Pastor  of  the  Soddy,  Sale  Creek, 
and  Washington  churches  in  Knoxville  Presbytery.  Returning  again  to 
North  Carolina,  he  served  at  Stated  Supply  and  Pastor  of  the  Dallas,  Mt. 
Holly,  Cherryville,  Hepzibah,  and  Waco  churches  in  Kings  Mountain 
Presbytery,  from  1904-1910.  He  returned  then  to  Rowan  County,  this 
time  serving  Third  Creek  along  with  Franklin  and  Unity.  He  served  here 
for  about  nine  months  as  pastor  elect,  preaching  when  he  was  able,  but 
never  installed  because  of  failing  health.  At  a  Session  meeting  here  on 
June  18,  1910,  the  clerk  recorded  that  "Mr.  Miller  reported  that  at  the 
meeting  of  Concord  Presbytery,  June  7,  he  had  been  received  into  said 
Presbytery.  The  Presbytery  put  the  call  of  Unity  Church  in  his  hands,  he 
asked  permission  to  retain  the  call  until  the  fall  meeting  of  Presbytery 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  supply  Unity,  Franklin,  and  Third  Creek  until 
that  time.  Presbytery  granted  his  request."  Rev.  Miller  also  reported  at 
that  meeting  that  "on  account  of  weakness  he  would  have  to  preach  on 
Saturday  evenings  instead  of  Sunday  evenings  until  he  was  stronger."122 
This  was  the  last  meeting  of  our  Session  moderated  by  Rev.  Miller.  He 
evidently  left  Unity  and  moved  to  Dalton,  Stokes  County,  North  Caroli- 
na, sometime  that  fall,  and  died  there  on  February  14,  1912.  Rev.  Du- 
gald  Munroe  (who  would  later  serve  Unity)  wrote: 

.  .  .  after  a  protracted  illness,  borne  with  meekness  and  Christian  forti- 
tude, he  quietly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 

Asleep  in  Jesus!  blessed  sleep 
From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep. 
Brother  Miller  obeyed  the  command  of  the  inspired  prophet,  "Seekest 
thou  great  things  for  thyself?  Seek  them  not."  As  was  said  of  the  Master, 
"The  common  people  heard  him  gladly. 
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Like  Abel,  "He  being  dead  yet  speaketh  saying  to  each  of  us:  'Be  great 
not  like  Caesar  stained  with  blood,  But  only  great  as  you  are  good."123 

During  this  brief  ministry  Unity's  membership  remained  stable,  with 
about  eight  members  being  received,  including  Helen  Bailey,  who 
would  later  serve  for  64  years  on  the  foreign  mission  field  (and  whose 
story  is  told  later).  She  joined  Unity  by  profession  of  faith  on  September 
8,  1910. 

A  change  occurred  in  Clerk  of  Session  during  this  time.  On  January 
31,  1910,  R.  B.  Bailey  "offered  his  resignation  as  Clerk  of  Session  which 
was  accepted  and  Mr.  N.  N.  Fleming  was  elected  clerk."  Mr.  Bailey  had 
served  as  clerk  for  eight  years,  being  the  fifth  clerk  in  Unity's  history. 

The  Sabbath  School  required  attention  in  1910,  with  the  Session  ap- 
proving a  motion  on  March  12  that  "at  the  next  meeting  we  reorganize 
the  Sabbath  School  and  that  it  be  made  a  rule  of  the  Session  to  elect 
officers  of  the  Sabbath  School  yearly  thereafter."  At  the  next  meeting, 
April  2,  1910,  H.  G.  Lippard  served  as  moderator  "our  pastor  Rev.  C. 
Miller  not  being  able  to  meet  with  us",  and  R.  B.  Bailey  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School. 

When  the  Session  met  on  June  18,  1910,  it  was  decided  that  the  best 
time  for  having  a  week's  preaching  would  be  beginning  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  September.  It  may  be  that  this  week  of  preaching  services  was 
held  by  the  Reverend  Edward  D.  Brown,  who  later  became  Superinten- 
dent for  Home  Missions  in  Concord  Presbytery,  because  it  was  Rev. 
Brown  who  moderated  our  Session  on  September  8  of  that  year. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  facts  that  Rev.  Miller  was  well  loved  and  respect- 
ed by  this  congregation.  Being  invited  back  for  a  second  pastorate  dem- 
onstrates this,  as  does  the  willingness  of  the  church  to  work  with  him 
during  his  illness,  in  the  hope  that  he  could  return  to  the  pulpit  full  time 
again.  Unfortunately,  that  was  not  to  be,  and  the  congregation  had  to  bid 
farewell  to  this  servant  of  God. 

Several  wonderful  memorials  stand  to  remind  Presbyterians  of  Rev. 
Miller's  faithful  service.  In  Stokes  County  alone  he  organized  several 
churches.  In  the  early  1890s  he  was  conducting  evangelistic  services 
which  led  to  the  conversion  of  Mr.  Robert  W.  George,  a  wealthy  farmer 
and  landowner  who  was  very  influential  in  that  county.  As  a  result  of  Rev. 
Miller's  services,  Mr.  George  joined  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
through  his  generosity,  and  Rev.  Miller's  zeal,  churches  at  Dan  River, 
Danbury,  and  Asbury  were  organized  and  dedicated  to  God. 

DUGALD  MUNROE 

Unity's  pulpit  was  now  vacant,  save  for  occasional  supplies,  until  the 
spring  of  1911.  During  that  time  the  session  met  only  three  times,  the 
last  being  on  January  17,  1 9 1 1 ,  to  call  a  congregational  meeting  to  elect 
a  pastor.  That  meeting  was  to  be  held  on  January  29,  and  evidently  was 
(although  no  minutes  of  such  a  meeting  were  recorded)  because  on 
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DUGALD  MUNROE 

Pastor  1911-1916 
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March  5,  D.  Munroe  moderated  our  session,  and  at  the  spring  meeting  of 
Presbytery  his  call  to  Unity  was  approved. 

Dugald  Munroe  was  born  in  Troy,  North  Carolina,  on  August  21, 
1846,  the  son  of  Peter  M.  and  Isabell  Jane  Cameron  Munroe.  He  was 
raised  in  Cumberland  County,  the  third  son  of  six  children.  Two  of  his 
brothers,  E.  M.  and  Colin  A.  were  also  ministers  of  the  gospel.  (As 
mentioned  earlier,  Rev.  Colin  A.  Munroe  was  Superintendent  of  Home 
Missions  in  Concord  Presbytery  for  many  years,  and  on  occasion  moder- 
ated session  meetings  and  supplied  the  pulpit  here  at  Unity). 

At  the  age  of  19,  Dugald  joined  the  Confederate  Army  and  served 
during  the  last  few  months  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  after  the 
surrender  at  Appomattox.  He  then  entered  Davidson  College,  graduat- 
ing with  his  brother  Colin  in  1872.  After  a  year  of  teaching  he  entered 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia,  graduating  from  that  Institution 
in  1876.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  on  April  15,  1876,  by  Fayetteville 
Presbytery,  and  ordained  in  April  of  1877,  by  the  Knoxville  Presbytery 
in  order  to  accept  a  call  to  the  Soddy  Church. 

He  was  married  in  the  year  1879  to  Nannie  Buie  of  Robeson  County, 
North  Carolina  who  "was  his  tender  helpmeet  during  his  ministry  and 
his  sympathetic  companion  during  the  declining  years  of  his  life."124 

Munroe  served  the  Soddy  Church  in  Tennessee  for  fourteen  years,  and 
then  was  called  to  Concord  Presbytery,  to  the  Newton  Church  in  1889. 
(It  is  significant  that  while  at  Soddy  nine  men  from  the  congregation 
entered  the  gospel  ministry.125)  While  at  Newton  from  1889-1895, 
Munroe  also  served  as  stated  supply  at  Sherrills  Ford  and  Shiloh.  He  then 
returned  to  Soddy  for  another  pastorate  of  five  years  before  being  called 
by  Albemarle  Presbytery  as  an  evangelist  in  1900.  Following  this  he 
served  two  years  (1902-1903)  as  pastor  of  the  Big  Rockfish  and  Hope 
Mills  churches  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery;  as  an  Evangelist  for  Concord 
Presbytery  from  1907-1911;  and  then  received  a  call  from  Unity,  Frank- 
lin and  Third  Creek. 

According  to  Presbytery  records,  Concord  Presbytery  met  at  the 
Statesville  Church  on  May  18,  1911.  Unity,  Franklin,  and  Third  Creek 
presented  calls  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  Munroe.  The  terms  of 
call  were:  "Unity  promising  a  salary  of  $250.00  per  annum,  in  regular 
quarterly  payments  and  the  use  of  the  manse  and  grounds  for  one  morn- 
ing and  one  afternoon  service  per  month;  Franklin  promising  the  sum  of 
$175.00  per  annum  in  regular  quarterly  payments  for  two  preaching 
days  each  month;  Third  Creek  promising  $350.00  in  regular  quarterly 
payments  for  one  half  of  his  time  or  two  morning  services  each 
month."126  These  calls  were  in  order  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Rev. 
Munroe,  who  accepted  them.  Committees  were  appointed  to  install  him 
at  each  of  the  churches.  He  was  installed  at  Unity  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
July,  1911,  at  11 :00  am  by  a  committee  that  included  Rev.  R.  W.  Culbert- 
son,  a  son  of  this  church.  During  his  tenure  here  Munroe  also  served  the 
Cleveland  church. 
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Rev.  Munroe  continued  here  until  the  end  of  the  year  1916.  By  that 
time  his  health  had  greatly  failed,  and  he  asked  for  a  leave  of  absence  for 
three  months,  which  was  granted.  However,  his  health  would  not  permit 
him  to  return  and  the  final  session  meeting  he  moderated  was  one  on 
Decembers,  1916.  He  moved  to  Red  Springs,  North  Carolina,  spending 
the  last  few  years  in  the  quiet  of  his  own  home.  He  died  there  on  the 
morning  of  April  30,  1924. 

John  Kerr  Fleming  states  that  people  saw  in  Rev.  Munroe  "a  beautiful 
Christian  spirit,  and  received  from  him  a  most  helpful  influence."127  And 
James  B.  Black  wrote  this  in  a  Memorial  of  Rev.  Munroe: 

It  is  impossible  to  compute  the  influence  of  such  a  life.  Quietly,  unosten- 
tatiously he  did  the  Lord's  work  in  the  humble  fields  to  which  he  was 
called,  and  there  are  many  who  can  testify  to  the  real  helpfulness  of  his 
ministry.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  spirit,  of  broad  charity,  of  exceptional 
simplicity  and  purity  of  mind.  Like  Nathaniel  of  old,  in  him  there  was  no 
guile.  Men  loved  him  and  trusted  him,  and  so  his  presence  was  a  benedic- 
tion in  every  community  in  which  he  ever  lived. 

He  was  a  good  man,  a  loving  father,  a  tender  husband,  a  loyal  friend,  a 
wise  counsellor,  a  devoted  pastor,  a  faithful  preacher,  a  good  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

He  was  a  beautiful  life,  a  blessed  work.  And  now  he  rests  from  his  labors 
and  his  works  do  follow  him.128 

Part  of  Rev.  Munroe's  labors  are  seen  in  the  increase  in  church  mem- 
bership at  Unity  from  135  to  160  while  he  was  here.  Over  fifty  persons 
united  with  the  church  during  this  pastorate.  Contributions  also  greatly 
increased,  and  a  budget  for  benevolent  causes  is  first  recorded  in  the 
Session  minutes  during  this  time.  On  August  6,  1 9 1 1 ,  a  committee  which 
was  composed  of  Elders  R.  B.  Bailey  and  N.  N.  Fleming,  and  Deacon  J.  G. 
Lyerly,  and  which  had  been  appointed  to  "consider  the  proposed  annual 
appointment  of  the  church"  made  the  following  report,  which  was  ap- 
proved. That  the  appointments  for  the  year  be: 

Presbyterial  Home  Missions  $24.00 

Salary  of  Evangelist  $12.00 

Synodical  Home  Missions  15.00 

Foreign  Missions  45.00 

Assembly's  Home  Missions  10.00 

Colored  Evangelization  5.00 

Ministerial  Relief  5.00 

Ministerial  Education  7.00 

Schools  and  Colleges  3.00 

Assembly's  School  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.  3.00 

Sunday  School  Extension  &  Publicity  3.00 

Bible  Society  3.00 

Orphan's  Home  30.00 

Presbyterial  Tax  7.00 

Of  particular  note  is  the  large  amounts  given  to  missions,  especially 
"Foreign  Missions",  and  the  large  amount  given  to  "Orphan's  Home" 
(which  was  most  likely  due  to  the  influence  of  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd,  former 
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pastor,  and  at  this  time  Superintendent  at  Barium  Springs  Orphans 
Home). 

In  the  statistical  report  given  for  April  1,  1912,  to  April  1,  1913,  we 
find  that  contributions  were  nearly  keeping  up  with  the  budget,  and  also 
that  some  categories  were  different,  such  as  the  addition  of  Local  Home 
Missions.  This  report  shows: 

Foreign  Missions  $39.55 

Assembly  Home  Missions  17.76 

Local  Home  Missions  53.50 

Christian  Education  14.28 

Sabbath  School  Extension  &  Publications  1.00 

Bible  Causes  1.00 

Orphans  Home  29.40 

Church  Erection  5.00 

These  were  actual  amounts  for  that  year,  and  again  reflect  a  dedication  to 
mission  giving.  By  1915,  Foreign  Mission  giving  had  risen  to  $121.00  for 
the  year! 

In  1912,  Mr.  J.  G.  Lyerly  is  listed  as  the  treasurer  of  the  church  —  the 
first  such  mention  in  the  Minutes.  However,  from  earlier  subscription 
books  we  know  that  S.  Steele  Culbertson  had  served  Unity  as  church 
treasurer  from  at  least  1858  to  1872. 

The  Sabbath  School  continued  in  this  period,  with  slight  gains  in 
enrollment.  Mr.  J.  A.  Lippard  with  Mr.  R.  B.  Bailey  was  elected  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath  School"  on  April  21,  1912,  and  on  February  4, 
1914,  at  7:00  pm  at  the  manse  the  teachers  of  the  Sabbath  School  met. 

There  must  have  been  an  election  of  two  deacons  during  this  period, 
for  on  the  statistical  report  in  1913  it  is  recorded  that  there  were  three 
deacons,  and  in  1914  it  was  reported  as  five  deacons.  One  of  these  must 
have  been  J.  Samuel  Moore,  for  he  is  listed  as  a  deacon  later  in  1914. 
Who  the  other  was,  and  when  they  were  ordained,  we  do  not  know. 

During  this  period  several  current  members  of  Unity  united  with  the 
church.  Complete  membership  records  are  included  in  an  Appendix  in 
this  book. 

Once  again,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  it  was  ill  health  that  removed  a 
minister  from  us  —  one  who  had  served  so  faithfully  in  this  part  of  God's 
kingdom! 
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PERIOD  OF  REVIVAL 
AND  GROWTH 

ALBERT  EMMONS  WALLACE 

The  next  minister  to  serve  Unity  was  Rev.  A.  E.  Wallace  who  was  stated 
supply  for  seven  or  eight  months  in  1917.  He  is  listed  on  the  March  31, 
1917,  Statistical  Report  as  Unity's  stated  supply,  and  he  continued  to 
moderate  session  meetings  through  the  September  2  meeting. 

Albert  Emmons  Wallace  was  born  in  Soddy,  Tennessee  on  May  22, 
1873,  and  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Alexander  and  Nancy  Keturah  McDonald 
Wallace.  He  graduated  from  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  in  1911, 
and  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  Knox  Presbytery  on  May  1  of  that  same 
year.  He  served  the  Cedar  Springs  and  Lebanon  group  of  Knox  Presby- 
tery in  1911  and  1912;  was  stated  supply  of  the  Walterboro  Church  of 
South  Carolina  in  1912;  and  served  from  1912  through  1916  as  stated 
supply  of  the  Mars  Hills  church  and  group  of  Knox  Presbytery. 

In  the  spring  of  1917  he  was  called  as  stated  supply  at  Unity  and  Third 
Creek.  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  history  of  Concord  Presbytery,  and 
how  he  came  to  be  in  this  area  is  not  known.  John  Kerr  Fleming  states 
that  Wallace  "was  a  good  man,  and  was  the  product  of  an  excellent 
Presbyterian  heritage.  He  had  a  good  academic  and  theological  educa- 
tion, and  though  his  sermons  were  well  prepared,  he  read  them.  This 
type  of  sermon  delivery  was  not  favorably  received  by  a  large  portion  of 
the  membership,  and  probably  for  this  reason  he  was  not  called  as 
pastor."129 

Following  his  brief  ministry  here,  Rev.  Wallace  served  our  Lord  in  the 
following  places:  Piedmont  and  Bolton,  South  Carolina  (1920-1921), 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas  (1921-1923);  Lancaster,  South  Carolina  (1923- 
1924);  Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina,  and  others  (1924-1925);  Home- 
stead, Florida  (1926-1928);  Hendersonville,  Tennessee  and  group 
(1928-1929);  and  the  Mt.  Carmel  church,  Memphis  Presbytery  (1929- 
1931).  From  1931-1939  he  served  as  a  Home  Missionary  in  his  home- 
town of  Soddy,  Tennessee,  when  he  was  able.  Rev.  Wallace  was  honor- 
ably retired  in  1946  and  continued  to  live  in  Soddy  until  his  death  on 
October  28,  1947. 

Rev.  Wallace  was  married  twice,  first  to  Maria  Louisa  Spencer  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  1926.  They  had  two  children, 
Albert  Barrett  and  Hazel  Spencer.  On  August  1,  1929,  he  married 
Amanda  Ames  of  New  Orleans,  Louisanna.  She  also  preceeded  him  in 
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death,  dying  in  1942. 

Rev.  Wallace  served  Unity  by  providing  a  continuation  of  worship 
services,  and  an  opportunity  for  persons  to  profess  their  faith  and  join 
the  church.  At  least  ten  members  united  with  Unity  during  this  time  — 
nine  on  May  6,  1917. 

WILBURN  AVERY  NICHOLSON 

Following  the  interim  period  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Wallace, 
Unity's  manse  was  vacant  for  several  months.  On  March  31,  1918,  the 
Session  met,  elected  Elder  J.  A.  Lippard  as  Moderator,  and  called  a 
congregational  meeting  for  April  7,  1918,  "to  call  a  pastor  if  the  way  be 
clear."  There  is  no  record  of  that  congregational  meeting,  however  it  is 
likely  that  one  was  held  on  that  date  because  soon  afterward  W  A. 
Nicholson,  our  next  pastor,  was  moderating  session  meetings. 

One  significant  happening  during  the  months  before  Nicholson's  arri- 
val is  recorded  on  May  4,  1918.  The  Reverend  J.  M.  Clark  moderated  the 
meeting  that  day,  (Rev.  Clark  had  been  received  by  Concord  Presbytery 
on  January  2,  1917,  and  was  serving  as  "Superintendent  and  Evangelist" 
for  the  Presbytery.)130  J.  G.  Lyerly,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Lyerly,  Marion  G. 
Lyerly,  Lydia  Louise  Lyerly  and  William  Harry  Lyerly  were  dismissed  at 
their  request  by  certificate  to  the  Cleveland  Presbyterian  Church.  This 
was  a  significant  loss  to  Unity,  not  just  in  numbers,  but  in  the  loss  of  its 
Treasurer,  Joseph  G.  Lyerly  who  had  served  in  that  position  at  least  since 
1912,  and  had  served  as  a  Deacon  since  1892.  His  leadership  was  cer- 
tainly missed.  (We  also  note  that  Marion  G.  Lyerly,  who  later  was  or- 
dained a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  is  a  son  of  this  church,  moved  his 
membership  at  this  time,  at  the  age  of  22.  According  to  his  son,  W.  G. 
Lyerly,  Marion  was  in  the  United  States  Army,  serving  in  France,  at  this 
time.)131 

In  July  of  1918,  W.  A.  Nicholson  first  moderated  Unity's  Session.  At 
the  time  he  was  a  licentiate  of  Concord  Presbytery,  having  just  complet- 
ed his  study  at  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia. 

Wilburn  Avery  Nicholson  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  North 
Carolina  on  December  23,  1883,  the  son  of  John  Gaston  and  Laura  Jane 
Harkey  Nicholson.  Records  show  that  he  attended  Davidson  College 
during  the  years  1902-1903,  1905-1906,  and  1910-1912,  graduating  in 
1912.  The  reason  for  the  interrupted  study  is  not  known.  He  attended 
Union  Seminary  from  1915-1918,  graduating  with  a  Bachelor  of  Divin- 
ity. It  appears  from  the  records  that  he  also  did  some  further  study  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 

Nicholson  was  married  on  August  4,  1909,  to  Frances  Reid  Clark  of 
Manchester,  North  Carolina.  They  had  seven  children:  Wilburn  Avery, 
Jr.;  Frances  Reid  (Mrs.  Alan  C.  Hinshelwood);  John  Clark;  Robert 
McMurray;  Sylvia  Brevard  (Mrs.  Gene  B.  Phillips);  Jane  Russell  (Mrs. 
Lewis  McClain);  and  Ellen  Rebecca  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Stewart).  Two  of  their 


109 


WILBURN  AVERY  NICHOLSON 

Pastor  1918-1921 


110 


children,  Wilburn  Jr.,  and  John,  united  with  Unity  by  profession  of  faith 
during  their  years  here. 

Nicholson  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Concord  Presbytery  on  May  21, 
1918,  and  it  was  following  this  that  he  began  moderating  our  Session 
(and  probably  preaching  here  as  well,  awaiting  ordination  before  he 
would  be  installed  pastor) .  He  was  under  the  care  of  Concord  Presbytery 
when  on  September  16,  1918,  he  signified  his  willingness  to  accept  calls 
from  Unity  and  Franklin.  The  Presbytery  proceeded  to  examine  him  in 
the  areas  of  personal  piety  and  motives,  church  history  and  government, 
theology  and  the  sacraments,  arts  and  sciences  and  languages.  All  exami- 
nations were  sustained,  and  he  preached  his  trial  sermon  at  eight  o'clock 
that  night,  on  the  text,  "The  gold  for  things  of  gold,  and  the  silver  for 
things  of  silver,  and  for  all  manner  of  work  to  be  made  by  the  hands  of 
artificers.  And  who  then  is  willing  to  consecrate  his  service  this  day  unto 
the  Lord?  (I  Chronicles  5:29).  This  trial  sermon,  and  the  examination  as  a 
whole  were  approved,  and  he  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on 
September  22,  1918,  and  became  pastor  of  Unity  and  Franklin.  He 
served  here  for  three  years  before  accepting  a  call  to  the  Cooleemee 
Presbyterian  church.  At  a  meeting  of  Concord  Presbytery  on  June  20, 
1921,  he  gave  his  resignation  as  pastor  of  Unity  and  Franklin,  the 
churches  concurred,  and  pastoral  relation  was  ordered  dissolved  on 
September  1,  1921,  —  although  he  moderated  one  last  meeting  here  on 
September  11,  1921.  He  accepted  the  call  to  Cooleemee  in  order  to  be 
more  involved  in  the  educational  work  of  Concord  Presbytery. 

He  remained  at  Cooleemee  only  a  year,  for  in  1922  he  accepted  a  call 
from  Wilmington  and  Fayetteville  Presbyteries  to  do  educational  work 
and  supply  churches  within  their  bounds.  He  then  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Pines  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery  from  1924-1925;  was 
involved  in  educational  work  and  supplying  churches  in  Wilmington 
Presbytery  from  1925-1929;  was  pastor  of  the  Pineville  and  Banks 
churches  and  stated  supply  of  the  Six  Mile  Creek  church  of  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  from  1929-1937;  was  stated  supply  at  North  Charlotte  in 
1938;  was  an  occasional  supply  and  resident  of  Charlotte  from  1939- 
1942;  served  at  the  service  center  for  the  Armed  Forces  from  1942- 
1947;  was  pastor  of  the  Low  Moor  and  Oakland  churches  of  Virginia 
from  1948-1949;  served  as  pastor  of  the  Academy,  Pisgah,  and  Otter- 
wood  churches  in  1949;  and  as  pastor  of  Crossnore  in  1950. 

Nicholson  was  retired  by  Albemarle  Presbytery  in  1956,  after  serving 
as  pastor  of  the  North  Wilson  Presbyterian  church  for  nearly  six  years. 
He  died  in  Charlotte  on  January  22,  1966,  after  a  long  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  Charlotte  by  the  Reverend  Leonard  Topping 
and  gravesite  services  at  Spring  Lake  by  the  Reverend  Stradford  T. 
Snively  and  the  Reverend  Richard  R.  Gammon. 

The  three  years  Rev.  Nicholson  spent  here  at  Unity  were  exciting 
years  for  this  church.  During  those  years  Unity's  membership  rose  to 
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200  for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  from  152  on  April  13,  1919,  to  200  on 
March  31,  1920!  A  great  deal  of  that  membership  increase  occurred 
during  a  three  day  period  in  September  of  1919.  Evidently  there  was  a 
revival  in  progress  at  the  church  at  that  time,  with  morning  and  evening 
services  being  held.  On  September  12,  1919,  twenty  persons  joined 
Unity  by  profession  of  faith  in  the  morning,  and  ten  more  by  profession 
of  faith  in  the  evening!  The  following  day  five  more  joined,  four  of  these 
by  profession  of  faith,  and  on  September  14,  four  persons  united  with 
the  church  in  the  morning,  and  four  in  the  evening.  Forty-three  persons 
were  added  to  our  church  roll  during  that  three  day  period,  including 
several  current  members  of  our  congregation!  What  an  exciting  time  it 
must  have  been,  with  the  spirit  of  revival  alive  and  moving  in  the  midst  of 
this  people  of  God! 

Sabbath  School  enrollment  also  increased  greatly  during  Rev.  Nichol- 
son's pastorate,  from  88  in  April  of  1919,  to  109  in  April  of  1921.  These 
increases  also  led  to  an  increase  in  giving  to  the  causes  of  the  church,  as 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  total  giving  in  1918-1919  was  $678,  and 
by  1920-1921  it  had  risen  to  $1,993.  In  the  midst  of  the  revival  noted 
above,  on  September  13,  1919,  a  congregational  meeting  was  called  "to 
consider  increasing  the  pastor's  salary  .  .  .  ".  Although  that  meeting  is 
not  recorded,  the  pastor's  salary  did  increase  during  these  years  from 
$415.00  for  1918-1919  to  $602.00  for  1919-1920  to  $734.00  for  1920- 
1921.  Along  with  these  increases  were  increases  to  all  the  benevolent 
causes  of  the  church  —  to  the  extent  that  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1920,  Unity  gave  more  to  benevolent  causes  ($847.00)  than  it  spent  on 
its  own  expenses,  including  the  pastor's  salary  ($829.00).  This  is  a  re- 
markable statistic,  and  demonstrates  the  congregation's  concern  for  oth- 
ers. The  statistical  report  dated  March  31,  1920,  is  given  below: 


Elders                                       4           Added  on 

Examination 

48 

Deacons                                   4           Certificate 

4 

Adult  Baptism                        6           Restated 

3 

Infant  Baptism                        8           Total  Com 

municants 

200 

Total  In  Sabbath  School 

106 

1 

Foreign  Missions 

$     75.00 

2 

Assembly's  Home  Missions 

36.00 

3 

Synod's  Home  Missions 

178.00 

4 

Presbytery's  Home  Missions 

51.00 

5 

Congregational  Home  Missions 

6 

Christian  Education  &  Ministers  Relief 

57.00 

7 

Sunday  School  Extension  &  Publication 

4.00 

8 

Schools  and  College 

212.00 

9 

Bible  Cause 

2.00 

10 

Orphans  Home 

163.00 

11 

Miscellaneous  Benevelences 

69.00 

12 

Current  Expenses  and  Presbyterial  Tax 

227.00 

13 

Pastor's  Salary  Actually  Paid 

602.00 

Total  Benevolent  Contributions  (Columns  111) 

$  847.00 

Total  C 

lontribution  to  other  purposes  (12-13) 
Total  of  all  causes 

829.00 

Grand 

$1,676.00 
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This  statistical  report  shows  a  continuing  emphasis  on  missions,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  a  continuing  high  support  for  Barium  Springs 
Orphans  Home.  It  also  show  that  the  congregation  felt  strongly  about 
the  need  to  support  our  Presbyterian  schools  and  colleges,  with  this 
cause  receiving  more  contributions  than  any  other. 

In  the  midst  of  this  growth  numerically  and  financially,  two  decisions 
were  made  by  the  session  concerning  church  property  and  buildings.  On 
March  23,  1919,  the  session  appointed  Rev.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  Mr.  H.  G. 
Lippard,  Mr.  J.  S.  Moore,  and  Mr.  L.  G.  Kluttz  as  a  "committee  on  repairs 
of  church  property".  What  repairs  were  recommended  and  made  at  that 
time  are  not  recorded.  The  second  sessional  decision  concerning  church 
buildings  was  made  during  the  above  mentioned  revival,  on  September 
13,  1919.  The  Session  called  for  the  congregational  meeting  mentioned 
above  to  consider  increasing  the  pastor's  salary  and  to  consider  "the 
erection  of  a  new  church."  That  meeting  was  called  for  September  14, 
1919,  at  11:00  A.M.,  and  there  is  an  °  beside  the  call  for  that  meeting, 
but  no  record  of  the  meeting  can  be  found.  Obviously  the  decision  was 
made  not  to  build  a  new  church  (or  the  idea  just  fell  through),  for  no  new 
church  building  was  built  at  that  time  —  or  since  (although  additions 
were  made  later). 

With  the  transfer  of  J.  G.  Lyerly  to  the  Cleveland  church,  Unity  was 
left  without  a  treasurer.  This  was  corrected  quickly  as  the  April  13, 
1919,  statistical  report  lists  C.  H.  Gillean  as  "Regular  Church  Treasurer" 
and  W.  L.  Lyerly  as  "Benevolent  Church  Treasurer". 

In  addition  to  all  the  other  excitement  during  these  years,  Unity  was 
also  host  to  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  in  September  of  1919.  The 
meeting  began  on  Tuesday,  September  16  —  just  two  days  after  the 
close  of  the  great  revival  mentioned  above!  Rev.  Nicholson  and  Elder 
R.  B.  Bailey  represented  Unity  at  this  meeting,  and  Rev.  R.  W.  Culbert- 
son,  a  son  of  Unity,  was  elected  moderator.  Rev.  T.  H.  Spence,  a  former 
minister  of  Unity  was  elected  one  of  two  temporary  clerks  for  the  meet- 
ing. 

The  meeting  began  at  11:00  A.M.  on  September  16  with  a  sermon  by 
the  retiring  moderator  Rev.  S.  H.  Hay,  from  John  14:  1,  27.  The  roll  was 
called  with  28  ministers  and  33  elders  present.  The  meeting  continued 
throughout  that  day  and  evening,  and  through  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions  the  following  day.  Our  elder,  R.  B.  Bailey,  was  appointed  by  the 
moderator  to  the  "Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly"  standing  commit- 
tee, which  gave  its  report  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  after  obviously 
doing  a  great  deal  of  work  during  the  two  days.  It  was  their  responsibility 
to  recommend  appropriate  action  on  the  amendments  sent  down  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  denomination.  Four  amendments  were  sent 
down,  and  the  committee,  and  Presbytery  approved  two,  and  "declined 
to  consent"  on  the  other  two  —  one  of  those  having  to  do  with  the 
"election  of  elders  and  deacons  for  a  limited  term  ..." 
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The  Presbytery  approved  several  changes  in  terms  of  call  during  the 
Tuesday  morning  session  of  that  meeting,  including  "Unity,  from  $500  to 
$800".  A  report  was  given  showing  churches  which  were  in  arrears  on 
their  apportionments  to  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Barium  Springs,  but 
Unity  was  not  on  the  list,  showing  that  the  congregation  was  caught  up 
(and  probably  ahead)  on  its  commitment  to  that  cause. 

Rev.  Samuel  B.  Lyerly,  a  son  of  Unity  who  was  serving  the  Fellowship 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  churches  in  Albemarle  Presbytery  at  the  time,  returned 
"home"  in  time  for  the  Tuesday  night  session,  was  introduced  to  the 
Presbytery,  and  invited  to  sit  as  a  corresponding  member.  Several  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry,  and  ministers  were  examined  at  the  meeting. 

Among  the  reports  approved  at  this  meeting  of  Presbytery  was  one 
which  was  "adopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote,  as  an  expression  of  the 
moral  judgement  of  the  Presbytery  on  the  subject  of  dancing:"  That 
which  was  thus  adopted  included  the  following: 

The  Presbytery  affirms  its  condemnation  of  the  dance  of  today  as  a 
moral  and  spiritual  evil  void  of  extenuating  elements  .  .  .  There  seems  to  be 
a  disposition  among  church  people  in  some  quarters  to  acquiesce  in  the 
invasion  of  the  Church  by  this  sin.  The  Presbytery  goes  on  record  as  wholly 
declining  to  acquiesce  in  this  matter.  We  deem  "lascivious"  and  in  definite 
violation  of  the  Seventh  Commandment  all  dances  wherein  there  is  great 
physical  intimacy  and  in  particular  where  the  arms  of  the  dancers  partly  or 
wholly  encircle  persons  of  opposite  sex,  unless  such  intimacy  be  morally 
permissible  by  reason  only  of  some  natural  bond  of  near  relationship.  The 
Presbytery  furthermore  urges  upon  the  sessions  of  all  churches  within  its 
bound  the  utmost  endeavor,  to  repel  the  dance  from  the  practice  of  church 
members,  and  that  all  our  ministers  be  directed  to  read  this  expression  of 
Concord  Presbytery  to  all  our  churches  at  the  earliest  opportunity  possi- 
ble.132 

The  Presbytery  also  adopted  reports  by  various  committees,  includ- 
ing the  Home  Missions  committee  which  reported  that  "during  the  past 
six  months  the  work  in  all  our  churches  seem  to  have  prospered  under 
the  good  hand  of  our  God".  The  Evangelism  Committee  which  recom- 
mended that  "all  our  pastors  and  session  be  urged  to  organize  some 
definite  evangelistic  methods  such  as  prayer  circles,  personal  workers 
leagues,  etc.  in  order  to  develop  the  spirit  of  personal  evangelism  in  the 
individual  church." 

One  of  the  last  actions  prior  to  adjournment  was  to  express  a  "Hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  hospitality  of  the  Unity  church  and  people  of  the 
community"  and  this  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.133 

One  can  easily  imagine  the  spirit  of  excitement  in  the  Unity  Church 
and  Woodleaf  community  during  these  days  in  September,  1919.  Reviv- 
al, growth,  sons  of  the  church  returning  home,  and  a  successful  Presby- 
tery meeting,  all  contributed  to  a  vital  time  in  Unity's  history  and  mis- 
sion. 

Additions  were  made  to  Unity's  Session  and  Board  of  Deacons  during 
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this  time  also,  although  records  are  not  clear  on  some  of  the  dates  and 
names.  On  April  1 1,  1920,  the  Session  called  for  a  congregational  meet- 
ing for  the  fourth  Sabbath  in  May,  1920,  "to  elect  if  the  way  be  clear 
additional  elders  and  deacons."  Either  on  that  date,  or  one  close  to  it, 
James  Samuel  Moore  and  Walter  L.  Lyerly  were  elected  and  ordained  as 
elders,  because  their  names  begin  appearing  at  this  point  in  lists  of  elders 
present  at  Session  meetings.  Moore  had  been  serving  as  a  deacon  since 
1914,  and  he  was  replaced  on  the  Board  of  Deacons,  and  two  others 
were  elected.  We  know  this  from  the  fact  that  the  March  31,  1920, 
statistical  report  states  that  Unity  had  four  deacons  (which  would  have 
included  Moore)  and  the  March  31,  1921,  report  states  that  there  were 
six  deacons  at  that  point.  Further  research  is  necessary  to  determine  the 
names  of  the  three  deacons  elected  and  ordained  in  1920. 

R.  Glenn  Culbertson  was  appointed  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Sab- 
bath School  on  April  10,  1921,  and  the  congregation  responded  to  a 
particular  need  of  the  times  in  1921  with  a  gift  to  the  "French  and 
Belgium  relief"  of  $7. 54.  The  last  meeting  moderated  by  Rev.  Nicholson 
was  on  September  11,  1921,  at  which  time  he  had  obviously  begun  his 
work  at  Cooleemee,  for  at  that  meeting  "Mrs.  Nicholson,  W  A.  Nichol- 
son, Jr.,  and  Jno.  C.  Nicholson  were  dismissed  to  Cooleemee". 

Present  members  of  Unity  who  remember  Rev.  Nicholson  use  terms 
like  energetic,  kind,  and  faithful  to  describe  him.  We  can  well  assume 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  at  work  through  him  during  his  ministry  here, 
and  throughout  his  life. 
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HENRY  HARRISON  CASSADY 

Following  this  time  of  great  revival  and  growth  in  Unity  Church,  the 
manse  was  vacant  for  about  a  year  —  from  September,  1921,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1922.  During  that  year  various  persons  moderated  the  Session, 
including  the  Reverend.  Mr.  Vizer,  the  Reverend  W.  S.  Hamilton,  and 
the  Reverend  B.  S.  Lyerly  (one  of  the  "sons  of  Unity").  Also,  members  of 
the  Session  moderated  at  times,  and  on  one  occasion,  Rev.  Nicholson 
returned  to  serve  as  moderator.  Twice  during  this  year  the  Session  called 
congregational  meetings  to  "elect  a  pastor,  if  the  way  be  clear".  The  first 
of  these  meetings  was  to  be  held  on  April  9,  1922,  and  the  second  was  to 
be  held  on  May  14.  No  record  of  these  meetings  is  found.  If  they  were 
held,  the  way  must  not  have  "been  clear"  for  the  calling  of  a  pastor  at 
those  times. 

Growth  continued  in  the  church  during  this  year,  with  six  persons 
uniting  with  the  church.  Then,  on  September  10,  1922,  Unity's  next 
pastor,  Rev.  H.  H.  Cassady,  moderated  his  first  Session  meeting. 

Henry  Harrison  Cassady  was  born  in  Why  Not,  North  Carolina  (Ran- 
dolph County)  on  January  31,  1870.  He  was  the  son  of  Enoch  C.  and 
Mary  Kelly  Cassady.  He  attended  Davidson  College,  and  then  spent  a 
period  of  time  in  farming  before  deciding  to  pursue  the  gospel  ministry. 
He  attended  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  from  1 900  to  1 903. 
In  April  of  1904,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Concord  Presbytery,  and 
served  as  Stated  Supply  of  the  Morganton  church  from  1904-1905. 

Cassady  married  Harriet  Gibbs  of  Ivy,  North  Carolina  (Madison  Coun- 
ty) on  July  11,  1902.  The  couple's  home  was  filled  with  eight  children; 
Fred,  Paul,  Jenny,  June,  Alma,  Henry,  Ruth  and  Lois.  Mrs.  Cassady  died 
in  California  in  1960.  Several  of  their  children  are  living  at  the  time  of 
this  writing. 

On  September  12,1 906,  Cassady  was  ordained  by  Roan  Presbytery,  as 
an  Evangelist  to  Patrick  County.  He  resided  in  Stuart,  Virginia  until  1 908 
when  he  accepted  a  call  to  be  Evangelist  in  Hazard,  Kentucky.  This  was 
followed  in  1910  by  a  term  as  Evangelist  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
then  a  call  to  the  pastor  of  the  Yanceyville,  Pleasant  Grove,  Griers,  and 
Bethesda  churches  in  Orange  Presbytery.  He  served  these  churches 
from  1910  to  1913,  then  accepted  calls  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  USA 
(commonly  known  as  the  "Northern  Church")  from  1915  to  1918. 
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When  he  returned  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  ,  it  was  as  a  domes- 
tic missionary  first  for  Relief,  North  Carolina  (1919-1921)  and  then  in 
Toecance,  North  Carolina  (1921-1923).  This  was  the  position  he  held 
when  he  was  called  to  Unity. 

Cassady 's  stay  at  Unity  was  brief,  for  records  show  that  by  August  18, 
1923,  others  were  moderating  the  Session.  From  Unity  he  went  to  the 
Wilmore  church  in  Charlotte,  as  pastor,  serving  there  from  1924  to 
1926.  He  served  the  Indian  Trail  and  Siler  churches  in  Mecklenburg 
Presbytery  (1926-1927)  and  then  the  Spindale  and  Chimney  Rock 
churches  of  Kings  Mountain  Presbytery  (1928-1930).  He  then  moved  to 
Asheville,  North  Carolina  where  he  lived  from  1931-1932,  before  mov- 
ing to  Davidson.  He  resided  in  Davidson  from  1933  to  1942,  and  died 
there  on  January  18,  1942,  after  a  long  period  of  declining  health.  He 
and  Mrs.  Cassady  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  the  Hopewell  Presbyte- 
rian church. 

It  is  well  to  note  that  the  Home  Missions  Committee  of  Orange  Presby- 
tery reported  in  September  1911,  that  "Rev.  H.  H.  Cassady  has  had  a 
great  revival  at  Yanceyville  and  doubled  the  membership  of  the 
church."134 

During  Rev.  Nicholson's  pastorate  Unity's  membership  had  reached 
200,  now  it  grew  beyond  that  plateau.  The  Statistical  Report  on  April  8, 
1923,  shows  205  members,  with  148  in  the  Sabbath  School. 

A  new  clerk  of  Session  was  elected  during  this  time.  On  March  12, 
1923,  "the  resignation  of  N.  N.  Fleming  as  Clerk  of  session  was  received 
and  W.  L.  Lyerly  was  elected  as  Clerk  of  session."135  Fleming  had  served 
as  clerk  since  January  31,  1910. 

Mr.  B.  R.  Brown,  in  his  written  history  of  Unity,  states  that  "Rev.  H.  H. 
Cassady  began  pastoral  work  in  September,  1922,  and  severed  relations 
in  June  1923". 136  Those  who  remember  Rev.  Cassday  speak  of  his  excel- 
lent preaching,  and  his  gift  of  quoting  Scripture  from  memory.  One 
member  stated  that  "his  delivery  was  very  good,  he  was  one  of  the  best 
preachers  I  have  ever  heard".  The  evangelistic,  missionary,  and  pastoral 
ministries  of  Rev.  H.  H.  Cassady  provided  inspiration  for  many  of  God's 
people  throughout  this  state  and  beyond.  Although  his  pastorate  here 
was  brief,  his  ministry  was  helpful  to  many. 

The  Cassadys  were  the  last  pastor's  family  to  live  in  Unity's  first  manse. 
The  next  pastor  and  his  family  resided  in  Cleveland,  and  following  that  a 
new  manse  was  built. 

HERBERT  CORWIN  CARMICHAEL 

The  departure  of  Rev.  Cassady  in  June  of  1923,  left  Unity  without  an 
installed  pastor  for  about  ten  months.  During  those  months  the  Session 
met  when  necessary,  moderated  by  one  of  its  members.  Once  again  two 
congregational  meetings  were  called,  one  for  September  30,  1923,  and 
the  other  for  December  7,  1923,  both  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  pastor 
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if  the  way  be  clear.  However  it  was  not  until  March  30,  1924,  that  the 
next  pastor,  H.  C.  Carmichael,  was  moderator  of  the  Session. 

Herbert  Corwin  Carmichael,  son  of  Edward  G.  and  Annie  Carmichael, 
was  born  in  Dillon,  South  Carolina,  on  July  3,  1890.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Davidson  College  (class  of  1910)  and  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  (class  of  1915).  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by 
Tuscaloosa  Presbytery  on  June  29,  1915,  and  was  ordained  by  the  same 
Presbytery  on  October  13,  1915.  He  first  served  the  Marengo  County, 
Alabama,  group  of  churches  as  Stated  Supply  for  about  two  years,  before 
becoming  pastor  of  the  Piedmont,  Elmira,  Trolingwood  and  Eldermont 
churches  in  Orange  Presbytery,  where  he  served  from  1917-1920. 

Rev.  Carmichael  married  Mullie  Alexander  of  Huntersville  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  1920.  The  couple  had  six  children;  Jessie  Killian,  Herbert 
Corwin,  Jr.,  William  Alexander,  Edward  Bain,  James  Ray,  and  Bertie. 
Mrs.  Carmichael  and  all  six  children  survived  Rev.  Carmichael  upon  his 
death. 

In  1920  Carmichael  also  became  pastor  of  the  Williams  Memorial 
Church  of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  and  then  became  pastor  of  the 
Unionville  group  in  1922.  In  the  Spring  of  1924,  Carmichael  was  exam- 
ined by  Concord  Presbytery,  and  accepted  calls  from  Unity,  for  two 
Sabbath  mornings  at  a  salary  of  $850.00;  from  Cleveland,  for  one  morn- 
ing and  three  night  services,  at  a  salary  of  $740.00  and  manse;  and  from 
Franklin,  for  one  morning  and  one  afternoon  service,  at  a  salary  of 
$400.00.  This  took  place  in  April  of  1924,  although  Carmichael  was 
moderating  our  Session  prior  to  that  date. 

As  noted  above,  the  Cleveland  church  provided  the  manse  for  the 
Carmichael  family.  For  fifty  years  (1873-1923),  the  pastor  serving  Unity 
lived  in  Unity's  manse.  That  ended  with  Carmichael's  tenure,  and  caused 
some  adapting  on  the  part  of  Unity's  membership  —  so  long  accustomed 
to  having  their  minister  living  in  the  community. 

Carmichael  served  these  three  churches  until  his  resignation  which 
took  effect  on  September  30,  1926.  Upon  leaving  here  he  supplied  a 
Methodist  church  near  Greensboro  for  two  years,  and  then  returned  to 
the  Unionville  group  of  churches  in  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  serving 
there  from  1929  to  1937.  Then  followed  a  pastorate  at  the  Stanfield 
church  (1939-1941),  before  completing  his  active  ministry  as  Stated 
Supply  of  the  Locust,  Oakboro,  and  Stanfield  churches. 

Rev.  Carmichael  lived  for  a  time  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee,  and  then 
moved  to  Charlotte  where  he  attended  the  Sunset  Hills  Presbyterian 
church,  rendering  service  to  that  church  in  any  way  he  could.  On  Sun- 
day, July  29,  1956,  at  the  age  of  66,  Rev.  Carmichael  was  supplying  the 
pulpit  at  Sunset  Hills  in  the  absence  of  their  pastor,  the  Reverend  Wil- 
liam Mitchell.  He  had  just  announced  his  text,  and  as  he  began  his 
sermon  he  slumped  forward  over  the  pulpit.  He  was  rushed  to  a  hospital, 
but  apparently  had  died  almost  immediately  from  a  heart  attack.  He  was 
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buried  in  the  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  in  Charlotte. 

Apparently  there  was  a  "clearing  of  the  roll"  during  the  first  year  of 
Carmichael's  pastorate  here.  On  the  Statistical  Report  dated  April  5, 
1925,  the  membership  is  listed  as  140  (sixty  less  than  the  previous  year), 
and  the  Sabbath  School  enrollment  is  listed  as  122  (16  less  than  in  1924). 
Obviously  the  Session  took  seriously  its  responsibility  of  updating  the 
rolls  at  some  point  during  that  year. 

One  of  the  major  events  taking  place  during  this  period  was  the  selling 
of  the  manse  and  some  of  the  church  property  adjoining  it.  A  congrega- 
tional meeting  was  held  on  December  28,  1924,  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Culbert- 
son  stated  that  he  wished  to  buy  part  of  the  church  property  and  that 
"$100  per  acre  would  be  his  maximum  price".  Amotion  was  made  to  sell 
him  the  portion  he  wanted,  but  the  motion  failed.  Mr.  Walter  Bailey  then 
moved  that  a  later  congregational  meeting  be  called  to  consider  a  plan  to 
sell  the  manse  and  some  of  the  church  land  "and  build  a  manse  in 
Woodleaf".  His  motion  carried,  and  the  Session  called  this  meeting  for 
January  11,  1925. 

That  congregational  meeting  was  not  held,  for  the  Session  records 
contain  this  note,  "There  was  no  congregational  meeting  held  on  Jan. 
11th  on  account  of  heavy  rains  that  day". 

However,  the  meeting  was  called  for,  and  held  on  March  8,  1925,  at 
which  time  a  motion  was  made  to  sell  the  manse  and  part  of  the  church 
land,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  "Walter  Lyerly,  ch.,  John  Lippard, 
and  Robert  Fleming  was  elected  by  congregation  to  consider  this  matter 
and  report  their  recommendation  back  to  the  congregation." 

This  committee  asked  for  some  "more  definite  instructions  as  to  what 
to  do  and  how  to  proceed"  and  these  were  given  at  a  congregational 
meeting  on  July  25,  1925.  At  that  meeting  J.  A.  Lippard  made  a  motion 
to  "sell  all  of  the  land  lying  north  of  Barber- Woodleaf  belonging  to 
church  and  manse  property  and  also  all  land  lying  east  of  a  line  to  be  run 
at  right  angles  with  said  road  beginning  at  intersection  of  road  leading  to 
O.  T.  Nesbit's  farm  and  house  and  Barber- Woodleaf  Road."  This  motion 
carried,  and  the  committee  was  instructed  to  sell  the  property  as  desig- 
nated, and  to  use  their  own  judgement  as  to  how  it  should  be  disposed  of 
and  the  "terms  to  be  granted  to  the  purchaser  of  the  same". 

This  committee  gave  its  report  at  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  held 
on  October  11,  1925.  They  reported  that  O.  T  Nesbit  had  placed  a  bid 
on  the  property  to  be  sold  amounting  to  $4450.00  and  that  his  bid  was 
the  highest.  The  committee  "recommended  that  his  bid  be  accepted  and 
the  property  be  sold  to  O.  T.  Nesbit  and  that  the  elders  as  trustees  be 
instructed  to  make  a  deed  for  the  same  to  O.  T.  Nesbit  on  the  terms  of 
sale  agreed  upon  by  committee".  This  recommendation  was  adopted  by 
the  congregation  by  a  rising  vote.  This  concluded  the  business  surround- 
ing this  sale.  (Rev.  Carmichael  signed  the  minutes  of  each  of  these  con- 
gregational meetings.) 
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At  least  eighteen  persons  joined  Unity  during  Carmichael's  pastorate, 
including  ten  during  one  series  of  services.  On  October  2,  1925,  the 
minutes  read,  "The  Session  of  Unity  Church  met  on  Oct.  2nd  during 
meeting  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Little  of  Charlotte  and  was  in  continu- 
ous session  until  night  service  on  the  fourth."  It  was  during  this  three  day 
session  that  ten  persons  made  professions  of  faith. 

The  Session  continued  to  provide  oversight  for  the  congregation  dur- 
ing this  period,  on  one  occasion  appointing  one  of  the  elders  to  confer 
with  two  members  "as  to  a  report  of  unchristian  conduct".  The  elder 
reported  at  the  next  meeting  that  he  had  conferred  with  the  two  persons, 
and  found  "according  to  their  statement  that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the 
things  reported". 

Giving  to  "all  causes"  rose  steadily  during  these  years,  with  $1,185.00 
being  contributed  in  1923-1924,  rising  to  $2,154.00  in  1925-1926.  The 
congregation  was  able  to  pay  the  $850.00  per  year  in  pastor's  salary,  and 
contribute  to  other  causes  such  as  $227.00  to  foreign  mission  in  1924- 
1925. 

The  first  notation  concerning  a  pastor's  vacation  occurs  on  January  10, 
1926,  when  "a  vacation  of  two  weeks  to  take  place  the  latter  part  of 
January  was  granted  the  pastor  by  the  Session". 

On  August  29,  1926,  the  Session  called  a  congregational  meeting  for 
September  19  "for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  congregation  to  join  our 
Pastor  Rev.  H.  C.  Carmichael  in  his  request  to  Presbytery  for  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  pastoral  relationship".  The  congregation  concurred,  and  Rev. 
Carmichael  severed  relations  here  in  September  of  1926. 

Carmichael  served  Unity,  as  he  did  all  his  pastorates,  with  vigor  and 
enthusiasm.  Throughout  his  ministry  he  used  his  gifts  in  service  to  his 
Lord,  and  continued  in  that  service  to  the  very  end  of  his  life. 
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THE  OPLINGER  ERA 

NATHAN  ELMER  OPLINGER 

From  October,  1926,  through  August,  1927,  Unity  was  without  an 
installed  pastor.  The  Rev.  John  M.  Clark,  Superintendent  of  Home  Mis- 
sions and  Evangelism  for  Concord  Presbytery,  moderated  several  meet- 
ings during  that  year  —  as  he  had  done  in  the  past.  It  is  likely  that  he  also 
preached,  for  one  of  his  responsibilities  was  to  fill  vacant  pulpits  within 
the  Presbytery.  Clark  was  moderating  the  Session  meeting  on  November 
14,  1926,  when  "Walter  Lyerly  asked  to  be  relieved  (temporarily)  of  the 
active  duties  of  ruling  elder,  as  clerk  of  Session,  and  as  teacher  of  the 
large  boys  class  in  Sabbath  School,  which  was  with  much  reluctance 
granted."  J.  S.  Moore  was  elected  to  serve  as  temporary  clerk  of  Session 
—  a  position  he  then  held  for  five  and  one-half  years.137 

During  the  months  of  March  through  July,  1927,  the  Session  called 
three  congregational  meetings  to  call  a  pastor.  The  third  one  produced 
the  hoped  for  response,  and  a  call  was  issued  to  the  next  pastor,  the 
Reverend  Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger. 

Oplinger  was  born  in  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  on  August  11,  1893,  the  son 
of  Milton  Elmer  and  Phoebe  Jane  Hackethorn  Oplinger.  He  attended  the 
American  College  of  Physical  Education  in  Chicago,  and  then  served  as  a 
sergeant  in  the  United  States  Infantry  in  World  War  I.  From  1919  to 
1922,  he  was  a  student  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia, 
graduating  from  that  institution.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  North 
Alabama  Presbytery  on  May  10,  1923. 

The  Presbytery  of  Concord  met  on  August  29,  1923,  and  heard  the 
trial  sermon  by  Oplinger  on  the  text  from  Romans  1:16,  "For  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first;  and  also  to  the  Greek".  This 
sermon,  along  with  his  examination  on  Experimental  Religion,  was  sus- 
tained as  satisfactory  by  the  members  of  the  Presbytery.  In  lieu  of  the 
examinations  on  philosophy,  church  history,  and  the  Greek  and  Hebrew 
languages,  his  diplomas  were  accepted.  He  was  then  examined  on  theol- 
ogy, sacraments,  and  church  government,  and  again  the  examinations 
were  sustained.  Finally  the  examinations  as  a  whole  were  approved,  and 
the  Presbytery  proceeded  to  ordain  Mr.  Oplinger  as  an  evangelist  on 
October  23,  1923.  The  Reverend  E.  M.  Craig  preached  the  ordination 
sermon  from  Psalm  90:17,  "And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  us;  and  establish  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work 
of  our  hands  establish  thou  it.  "Rev.  J.  M.  Clark  propounded  the  constitu- 
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tional  questions,  and  Oplinger  was  ordained  by  the  laying  on  of  hands 
and  prayer  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist. 

Oplinger  spent  the  first  year  and  one-half  of  his  ministry  as  an  evangel- 
ist in  Caldwell  County,  North  Carolina,  under  the  Home  Missions  Com- 
mittee of  Concord  Presbytery.  In  the  spring  of  1924  the  committee 
reported  that  "Rev.  N.  E.  Oplinger  who  was  evangelist  in  Caldwell 
County  last  year,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  Stony  Point  and  Shiloh 
churches  and  Alspaugh  and  Ellendale  missions  in  Alexander  County."138 
He  remained  with  these  churches  until  accepting  a  call  to  Unity,  Cleve- 
land and  Franklin  in  the  Fall  of  1927. 

While  at  the  Stony  Point  and  Shiloh  churches,  Oplinger  married  Sadie 
Watt  Somers  in  Stony  Point  on  December  31,  1924.  The  couple  were 
blessed  with  two  children;  Phoebe  Oplinger  (of  Charlotte,  North  Caroli- 
na) and  Nathan  Oplinger  (of  Greeneville,  Tennessee). 

Upon  accepting  the  calls  from  Unity,  Cleveland  and  Franklin, 
Oplinger  agreed  to  a  salary  of  $  1 ,000.00  per  year,  payable  monthly,  and 
use  of  the  (newly  built)  manse,  from  Unity;  $500.00  yearly  salary,  pay- 
able monthly  from  Franklin;  and  a  $700.00  a  year  salary,  payable  month- 
ly from  Cleveland.  Our  Session  minutes  show  that  Oplinger  moderated 
his  first  Session  meeting  here  on  September  25,  1927.  The  following  is 
recorded  in  the  minutes  of  that  meeting: 

In  the  matter  of  the  number  of  services  per  month  expected  of  the  new 
pastor  (that  was  left  out  of  the  call  made  to  him).  It  was  agreed  to  have 
services  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  mornings  and  the  other  services  to 
be  at  the  convenience  of  the  Pastor.139 

The  division  of  time  among  the  three  churches  was  left  out  of  the  call 
when  approved  by  Presbytery,  and  was  worked  out  among  the  churches 
to  everyone's  satisfaction. 

"Oppy",  as  he  was  affectionately  known,  continued  to  serve  these 
three  churches  for  nearly  eighteen  years  —  the  third  longest  pastorate 
in  Unity's  history.  His  resignation  took  affect  on  June  10,  1945,  when  he 
accepted  a  call  to  be  pastor  of  the  St.  Elmo  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  According  to  his  daughter  Phoebe,  he  held 
services  there  twice  every  Sunday,  as  well  as  a  midweek  service  on 
Wednesday  evenings.  "He  was  active  and  well-known  in  the  community 
and  his  help  and  advice  were  often  sought  by  the  people  in  the  communi- 
ty, as  well  as  by  members  of  his  church.  He  taught  Bible  in  the  McCallie 
School  for  Boys  for  several  years,  and  taught  regularly  at  the  Chatta- 
nooga Bible  Institute.  He  organized  and  taught  neighborhood  Bible 
classes  in  several  locations  in  and  around  Chattanooga.  One  of  these 
neighborhood  Bible  classes  resulted  in  the  organization  of  East  Ridge 
Presbyterian  Church.  St.  Elmo  grew  and  prospered  during  his  twelve 
year  ministry  there.  In  August,  1957,  he  moved  back  to  North  Carolina 
as  minister  of  two  churches  in  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  one  near  Mon- 
roe and  one  in  Monroe,  the  Turner  and  Lee  Park  Presbyterian  churches. 
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He  was  preparing  to  retire  from  the  active  ministry  in  October,  1959, 
when  he  died  on  September  29,  1959.  He  was  buried  October  1,  1959, 
in  Stony  Point,  N.  C,  the  hometown  of  my  mother,  Sadie  Somers 
Oplinger."140 

The  Oplinger  era  at  Unity  was  an  eventful  period.  Coming  as  he  did  on 
the  eve  of  the  Great  Depression,  and  remaining  through  the  difficult 
days  of  World  War  II,  Oplinger  guided  this  congregation  with  gentleness 
and  love.  The  congregation  was  not  immune  to  the  influence  of  the 
events  of  the  world  around  it.  Yet  it  continued  to  be  a  witness  to  the 
power  of  God,  and  a  beacon  of  light  to  the  community  around  it. 

Improvements  and  additions  to  the  church  and  grounds  took  place 
during  these  years.  On  December  9,  1928,  the  Session  approved  taking 
a  2nd  Sunday  offering  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  "lights  bought 
sometime  past".  The  cemetery  was  next  in  line  to  receive  some  atten- 
tion. On  that  same  date,  Frank  E.  Correll  was  elected  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  "to  be  selected  by  him  to  raise  funds  and  put  the  church 
cemetery  in  good  condition".  On  January  20,  1929,  "it  was  decided  to 
remove  the  east  wall  of  the  cemetery  (separating  the  old  and  new  por- 
tions of  the  cemetery)  and  later  the  north  wall  down  to  the  gate".  In  May 
of  that  same  year,  Mr.  Correll  was  chosen  to  be  the  one  "to  have  charge 
of  funds  to  pay  for  whatever  work  is  needed  to  keep  it  in  good  condi- 
tion". Then,  on  December  2,  1929,  the  Session  approved  a  motion 
saying  "Mr.  F.  E.  Correll  was  appointed  to  clear  some  more  land  to  be 
used  as  an  addition  to  the  cemetery,  he  to  have  the  timber  &  wood,  and 
crops  for  one  year  if  cultivated". 

The  following  year,  on  August  31,  1930,  the  Session  called  a  congre- 
gational meeting  for  September  14  to  "discuss  ways  and  means  of  im- 
proving the  Sunday  School  in  having  more  rooms  for  the  different 
classes".  (It  should  be  noted  that  this  appears  to  be  the  first  use  of 
"Sunday"  School  rather  than  "Sabbath"  School  in  our  minutes.  Also, 
that  at  this  time,  the  only  Sunday  School  classrooms  were  in  various 
sections  of  the  sanctuary,  and  in  the  Session  House.  Many  current  mem- 
bers remember  when  the  children's  classes  were  in  the  Session  House  — 
which  was  curtained  off  into  three  sections  —  and  the  older  children's 
and  adult's  classes  were  in  the  sanctuary.) 

That  congregational  meeting  was  held,  and  a  committee  of  seven  was 
elected  to  "go  into  the  matter  of  the  needs  of  the  church  in  order  to 
better  take  care  of  the  growing  Sunday  School  and  the  following  persons 
were  nominated  and  elected  as  a  committee  to  investigate  and  decide 
what  steps  to  take  in  this  matter. 

Committee 
John  Lippard  A.  W.  Watson 

B.  R.  Brown  Miss  Emmma  Lippard 

R.  H.  Fleming 

W.  L.  Lyerly  N.  W.  Barnes,  Chairman 

N.  W.  Barnes  of  Committee 
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The  decision  that  was  made  was  that  an  addition  containing  Sunday 
School  rooms  needed  to  be  built.  In  1932  an  addition  to  the  south  end  of 
the  sanctuary  was  built,  containing  seven  Sunday  School  rooms  (one  of 
which  is  now  used  as  the  pastor's  study,  and  another  as  the  church 
library).  Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Wetmore  Dickens  and  Miss  Thelma  Gillean  kind- 
ly donated  the  paint  for  painting  these  rooms.  The  Session  appointed  Mr. 
Barnes,  Talton  Correll,  and  Walter  Kluttz  to  "see  teachers  and  find  out 
about  some  tables  for  Sunday  School  rooms  and  use  poplar  lumber  for 
same". 

Also  in  the  early  1930's  a  steam  heating  plant  was  purchased  and 
installed  through  a  loan  from  Mrs.  J.  H.  (Lizzie)  Rice.  R.  H.  Fleming  was 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  elected  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  buy  the  furnace.  By  March  of  1936,  Southern  Power  Company  had 
run  lines  to  the  area,  and  the  old  "light  plant"  which  had  been  used  for  a 
number  of  years  could  be  sold.  W.  L.  Lyerly  was  appointed  "a  committee 
of  one  to  sell  light  plant".  He  reported  an  offer  of  $60.00  for  it,  and  the 
Session  authorized  him  to  sell  it  at  that  price. 

Some  work  was  left  to  be  completed  in  the  new  manse  after  the 
Oplinger's  moved  in.  Unity's  manse  was  now  located  in  Woodleaf,  about 
two  miles  from  the  church  (behind  the  backstop  of  the  Woodleaf  School 
ball  field).  The  house  is  nearly  square  in  plan,  having  a  three-bay  front 
(west)  elevation,  with  a  central  entrance  and  a  full  facade,  one  story 
porch,  and  two-bay  side  elevations.  A  one-story  block  at  the  house's 
southwest  corner  extends  fully  across  its  rear  elevation.  (Description 
from  The  Architecture  of  Rowan  County  by  Davyd  Foard  Hood,  1983, 
page  192). 

On  April  30,  1933,  W.  L.  Lyerly  reported  to  the  Session  that  the 
North  Carolina  State  Highway  officials  wanted  to  use  the  stone  that 
belonged  to  the  church  "the  ones  that  had  been  removed  from  the 
cemetery  and  the  ones  that  were  around  the  cemetery  now  on  the 
Salisbury  road  and  the  roads  around  the  church".  A  motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  call  a  congregational  meeting  for  May  7, 1933,  at  the  close 
of  Sunday  School  to  decide  this  matter.  W  L.  Lyerly  was  appointed  to 
moderate  this  meeting,  and  he  did,  with  a  vote  being  taken  by  ballot. 
Fifty-nine  persons  voted  in  favor  of  giving  the  stone,  and  five  voted 
against  this.  The  stone  which  had  been  removed  earlier  was  given;  how- 
ever, the  remainder  of  the  wall  was  not  taken  down,  and  remains  in  place 
today. 

In  September,  1935,  further  improvements  were  put  into  process  — 
centering  around  the  church  grounds.  B.  R.  Brown  submitted  a  plan  for 
planting  shrubbery  and  putting  a  driveway  around  the  church.  The 
Session  appointed  him  to  take  charge  of  the  project.  During  this  same 
time  the  Session  contracted  with  the  C.  C.  C.  Camp  program  to  clear  the 
undergrowth  on  the  church  grounds. 

On  March  2,  1936,  the  Session  approved  a  motion  that  "B.  R.  Brown 
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be  granted  privilege  to  solict  funds  for  a  pipe  organ  using  his  History  of 
Unity  Church  as  an  appeal".  (Brown  wrote  this  History  in  1936  —  the 
third  brief  history  of  Unity).  On  January  19,  1941,  a  committee  was 
instructed  to  purchase  "the  Hammond  Organ  with  the  chorus  central" 
and  Mrs.  A.  W.  (Evelyn)  Watson  was  approved  as  church  organist.  The 
Session  asked  her  to  take  instruction  on  the  new  organ  from  the  Andrews 
Music  Store  in  Charlotte,  and  authorized  that  her  transportation  be  paid 
for  by  church  funds.  This  Hammond  Organ  was  dedicated  on  December 
13,  1942. 

Property  issues  continued  to  take  the  time  of  the  Session,  and  on  June 
1 3,  1943,  a  Church  Property  Committee  was  elected  by  Session  consist- 
ing of  Carl  Deal,  Carl  Brindley,  and  Mrs.  Robert  ("Jinks")  Fleming.  To 
this  committee  Mrs.  E.  B.  Swink  and  Walter  Kluttz  were  added  on  Sep- 
tember 5,  1943. 

Yet,  lest  we  think  concern  for  the  physical  appearance  of  the  church 
and  comfort  of  the  people  were  the  only  issues  before  the  Session,  we 
turn  now  to  other  matters.  The  reason  for  the  need  for  more  Sunday 
School  rooms  was  that  the  Sunday  School  was  growing  during  this  time. 
On  April  3,  1927,  it  was  reported  that  there  were  a  total  of  125  students 
and  teachers  in  the  Sabbath  School.  By  March  31,  1930,  that  number 
had  risen  to  173,  and  by  March  of  1932  the  Sunday  School  membership 
was  at  196,  and  the  following  year  it  reached  the  200  mark.  (For  several 
years  Sunday  School  enrollment  was  larger  than  church  membership!) 
With  this  wonderful  growth  in  Sunday  School  attendance,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  why  there  was  a  need  for  additional  space. 

Church  membership  grew  during  the  Oplinger  era  as  well.  The  total 
membership  listed  on  the  Statistical  Report  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,  1927,  was  145.  Membership  steadily  grew  during  the  next  eighteen 
years,  reaching  the  200  mark  in  1936,  going  beyond  the  highest  total  in 
Unity's  history  to  that  date  with  212  in  1937,  and  standing  at  241  on 
March  31,  1945.  In  the  eighteen  years  of  Oplinger 's  ministry  here, 
church  membership  grew  by  nearly  100! 

Changes  occurred  in  the  position  of  Sunday  School  superintendent 
during  these  years.  On  March  22,  1928,  "J.  A.  Lippard  owing  to  physical 
disability  tendered  his  resignation  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
School  which  was  with  much  reluctance  accepted,  and  Robt.  H.  Fleming 
was  chosen  to  succeed  him  with  John  H.  Lippard  as  assistant."  On  Febru- 
ary 28,  1933,  Mr.  Fleming  resigned  as  superintendent,  but  "the  resigna- 
tion was  rejected".  Therefore  he  continued  in  that  position  until  he 
submitted  his  resignation  again  on  February  24,  1934.  The  resignation 
was  to  take  effect  at  the  close  of  the  church  year,  and  Kenneth  Gillean 
was  appointed  our  next  Superintendent  on  April  14,  1935.  He  held  the 
position  for  just  three  months  before  his  resignation  on  July  13,  1935, 
and  R.  H.  Fleming  is  listed  as  superintendent  again  on  March  29,  1936. 
On  April  5,  1940,  J.  H.  Lippard  was  appointed  superintendent,  with 
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Carl  Brindley  as  the  assistant.  The  following  year  J.  H.  Lippard  is  again 
listed  as  superintendent,  now  with  J.  S.  Fleming  as  assistant.  During 
these  years  the  positions  of  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  were 
held  in  high  honor,  and  those  who  served  did  so  with  dedication,  and 
with  a  sincere  love  for  seeing  the  Word  of  God  taught  to  the  pupils. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  the  Sunday  School  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  a  committee  to  "look  after"  the  Sunday  School  was  appointed  in 
1935  and  consisted  of  J.  H.  Lippard,  Ed  Click,  Evelyn  Watson,  Rosanna 
Swink,  and  Robert  Fleming. 

It  was  on  June  30,  1936,  that  the  Session  made  an  important  decision 
which  involved  the  Sunday  School,  and  which  stood  for  the  next  fifty- 
one  years.  They  recommended  to  the  Sunday  School  that  the  Sunday 
School  offering  on  the  second  Suna'ay  of  each  month  go  to  the  support  of 
Miss  Helen  Bailey,  missionary  to  China.  The  Sunday  School  agreed  with 
this,  and  a  long-standing  tradition  was  begun. 

A  great  many  changes  occurred  during  this  period  regarding  the 
officers  of  the  church  —  especially  during  a  brief  period  in  which  a 
rotary  system  was  put  in  place.  The  first  change  on  the  Session  occurred 
on  April  1,  1929,  when  Nathan  Neely  Fleming,  Sr.  died.  He  had  served 
as  an  elder  from  1903  until  his  death,  and  as  clerk  of  Session  from 
January  31,  1910,  to  March  12,  1923.  On  April  15,  1929,  the  Session 
appointed  Rev.  N.  E.  Oplinger  and  J.  S.  Moore  a  committee  to  "draft 
suitable  resolutions  with  respect  to  the  memory  of  our  dec'd  Bro.  Elder 
N.  N.  Fleming",  but  if  such  resolutions  were  written,  they  were  not 
recorded  in  the  Session  minutes. 

On  May  26,  1929,  John  H.  Lippard,  Robert  H.  Fleming,  and  C.  Har- 
old Wetmore  were  elected  as  elders,  and  these  three  were  ordained  and 
installed  on  June  23,  1929.  The  next  change  occurred  with  the  death  of 
Jonas  A.  Lippard  on  March  17,  1930.  Lippard  was  an  elder  at  Unity  from 
1892  until  his  death  —  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years. 

This  left  seven  elders  on  March  31,  1930,  and  these  seven  comprised 
the  Session  until  the  death  of  Henry  G.  Lippard  on  February  3,  1934. 
The  next  change  came  on  September  23,  1934,  when  those  who  were 
elected  as  a  result  of  the  beginning  of  the  new  "rotary  system"  were 
ordained  and/or  installed.  On  May  13,  1934,  the  Session  called  for  a 
congregational  meeting  to  be  held  on  May  27,  1934,  for  the  purpose  of 
"voting  to  see  if  we  shall  elect  officers  for  a  definite  period  of  time".  That 
meeting  was  held,  and  three  motions  were  made  and  passed  which 
effected  the  way  officers  were  elected: 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  we  elect  officers  for  a  definite  period  of 
time. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  we  elect  officers  for  a  period  of  three 
years. 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  officers  mav  be  re-elected  at  anv  time. 
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Then,  on  June  10,  1934,  a  congregational  meeting  was  held  to  elect 
elders  by  ballot,  without  nominations.  Elected  were: 

J.  H.  Lippard  and  R.  H.  Fleming  to  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years 
J.  Samuel  Moore  and  C.  Harold  Wetmore  to  serve  for  a  term  of  two 
years. 

W.  L.  Lyerly  and  C.  L.  Deal  to  serve  for  a  term  of  one  year. 

Each  of  these  agreed  to  serve  except  W.  L.  Lyerly  who  declined.  On 
September  23,  1934,  C.  L.  Deal  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  elder  (to 
serve  one  year)  and  John  H.  Lippard,  Robert  H.  Fleming,  J.  Samuel 
Moore,  and  C.  Harold  Wetmore  —  all  of  whom  had  been  serving  — were 
installed  to  that  office.  On  February  24,  1935,  J.  Summers  Moore  was 
elected  to  fill  the  other  position  on  the  Session,  and  he  was  ordained  an 
elder  on  March  3,  1935. 

On  February  24,  1935,  it  was  decided  that  the  election  of  officers 
would  take  place  each  year  in  August,  with  the  officers  being  installed  on 
the  last  Sunday  in  September.  The  election  in  1935  actually  took  place 
on  September  22,  when  C.  L.  Deal  and  J.  Summers  Moore  were  re- 
elected, and  installed  again  on  October  13.  In  1936  the  election  took 
place  on  September  13,  and  J.  S.  Moore  and  C.  Harold  Wetmore  were 
re-elected.  However,  Wetmore  declined  to  serve,  and  on  October  4, 
1936,  his  brother  Clarence  Heber  Wetmore  was  elected.  He  also  de- 
clined. 

On  December  13,  1936,  the  congregation  met  at  the  call  of  the 
Session  and  voted  again  on  the  way  in  which  they  would  elect  officers. 
The  vote  was  ten  for  the  "rotary  system"  and  about  40  for  the  "old  way". 
Because  of  this  vote,  another  election  was  held  on  April  25,  1937.  Six 
persons  were  elected  to  the  office  of  elder,  J.  Samuel  Moore,  W  L. 
Lyerly,  Robert  H.  Fleming,  John  H.  Lippard,  Carl  L.  Deal,  and  C.  Harold 
Wetmore.  Wetmore  and  Lyerly  again  declined  to  serve,  and  another 
election  was  held  on  April  28,  1940.  At  that  time  Carl  Brindley  and 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr.  were  elected,  and  these  two  were  ordained  on 
June  9,  1940. 

On  March  8, 1943,  Robert  H.  Fleming  resigned  as  clerk  of  Session.  He 
had  served  in  that  capacity  since  March  15,  1932.  Carl  Brindley  was 
elected  to  succeed  Fleming  as  clerk. 

The  final  change  in  membership  on  the  Session  during  the  Oplinger 
era  occurred  with  the  death  of  J.  Samuel  Moore  on  November  29,  1943. 
He  had  served  on  the  Session  for  twenty-three  continuous  years  (1920- 
1943),  and  was  clerk  from  1926  to  1932. 

Numerous  changes  also  occurred  in  the  makeup  of  the  Board  of  Dea- 
cons during  this  time.  Unfortunately,  some  records  of  the  election  and 
ordination  of  deacons  were  not  written  in  the  Session  minutes,  and 
therefore  we  are  unsure  as  to  when  several  of  our  deacons,  namely  Carl 
L.  Deal,  Luther  G.  Kluttz,  and  C.  Harlan  Gillean  were  ordained.  They 
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were  present  as  deacons  at  a  Session  meeting  on  October  23,  1932, 
along  with  J.  K.  Culbertson.  The  Statistical  reports  for  this  period  show 
five  deacons,  the  other  must  have  been  Ira  T.  Bailey.  J.  K.  Culbertson 
died  in  1933,  leaving  four  deacons  until  the  beginning  of  the  rotation 
system  in  1934. 

On  July  22,  1934,  six  deacons  were  elected  as  follows: 

C.  Harlan  Gillean  and  C.  A.  Furr  were  elected  to  serve  for  a  period  of 
three  years. 

B.  R.  Brown  and  Talton  Correll  were  elected  to  serve  for  a  period  of  two 
years. 

D.  Edward  Click  and  A.  Henderson  Fleming  were  elected  to  serve  for  a 
period  of  one  year. 

Furr,  Brown,  Correll  and  Click  were  ordained  to  the  office  of  deacon  on 
September  23,  1934,  and  these  four  with  C.  Harlan  Gillean  were  in- 
stalled on  that  day.  Henderson  Fleming  must  have  been  absent  that  day, 
for  he  was  not  ordained  and  installed  until  March  3,  1935. 

On  September  22,  1935,  D.  E.  Click  and  Henderson  Fleming  were  re- 
elected; and  on  September  13,  1936,  B.  R.  Brown  and  E.  Talton  Correll 
were  re-elected.  However,  Brown  declined  to  serve,  and  Clarence  C. 
Cole  was  elected  on  October  4,  1936. 

Then  came  the  return  to  the  former  method  of  electing  officers  for 
life,  and  an  election  was  held  on  April  25,  1937,  resulting  in  the  election 
of  C.  A.  Furr,  D.  E.  Click,  C.  H.  Gillean,  Talton  Correll,  B.  R.  Brown,  and 
A.  H.  Fleming.  Brown  again  declined,  but  the  others  agreed  to  serve. 

On  April  28,  1940,  another  election  was  held,  resulting  in  the  elec- 
tion of  John  Bost  and  Thomas  L.  Patrick.  These  two  were  ordained  to  the 
office  of  deacon  on  June  9,  1940. 

The  years  following  the  onset  of  the  Great  Depression  brought  some 
times  of  financial  difficulty  to  Unity.  As  mentioned,  Unity's  call  to 
Oplinger  was  for  $1,000.00  per  year.  The  congregation  was  able  to  pay 
that  until  1933.  In  February  of  that  year  "Mr.  Oplinger  asked  that  his 
salary  be  cut  by  20%.  His  request  was  granted  subject  to  the  action  of  the 
congregation  in  the  every  member  canvas."  The  March  31,  1933,  Statis- 
tical report  shows  that  Oplinger  was  paid  only  $665.74  during  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  congregation  was  able  to  pay  him  $800.00  the  next  year, 
and  by  1936,  they  had  restored  his  salary  to  the  original  figure. 

Also  during  this  time  the  church  sometimes  had  to  borrow  money 
from  the  Sunday  School  to  pay  various  bills,  yet  they  were  also  able  to 
build  the  addition  and  do  the  other  improvements  mentioned  above.  It 
was  a  time  in  which  everyone  had  to  stretch  their  budgets,  and  the 
church  was  no  exception. 

On  March  10,  1930,  R.  H.  Fleming  resigned  as  benevolence  treasur- 
er, andC.  Harold  Wetmore  was  appointed.  The  March  31,  1930,  statisti- 
cal report  shows  J.  H.  Lippard  as  local  church  treasurer,  and  C.  H. 
Wetmore  as  benevolence  treasurer.  On  February  24, 1935,  both  of  these 
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men  resigned,  effective  at  the  close  of  the  church  year.  At  this  time  the 
two  positions  were  combined  into  one,  and  Carl  L.  Deal  assumed  that 
position,  which  he  held  for  many  years. 

On  March  15,  1932,  there  is  the  first  mention  of  an  "every  member 
canvas".  The  results  of  this  are  listed  for  that  year,  and  for  1933.  Sub- 
scriptions for  April  1,  1933  to  April  1,  1934  were: 

Benevolences 

Quota 

Subscribed  $350 

Number  Subscribers  54 

Local  Church  Work 
Budget  $900 

Subscribed  $800 

Number  Subscribers  91 

The  financial  concerns  seem  to  have  been  over  by  1936,  with  the  pas- 
tor's salary  restored,  and  total  contributions  of  $2,224.00 

It  should  be  noted  that  when  Rev.  Oplinger  asked  the  congregation  to 
accept  his  resignation  on  May  13,  1945,  it  came  to  a  vote,  and  43  voted 
to  accept  it  while  59  voted  against  accepting  the  resignation.  However, 
the  matter  was  worked  out,  and  the  last  Session  meeting  moderated  by 
Oplinger  was  on  June  10,  1945.  But  this  was  not  the  last  time  Oplinger 
was  mentioned.  On  August  5,  1945,  a  congregational  meeting  was  held 
and  the  following  pulpit  nominating  committee  was  elected: 
R.  H.  Fleming,  C.  H.  Gillean,  Mrs.  James  Thomason,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Watson, 
and  Mr.  C.  King.  On  January  6,  1946,  the  Session  instructed  the  Nomi- 
nating Committee  to  arrange,  if  possible,  "to  nominate  a  pastor  for  full 
time  service  .  .  .  and  to  instruct  Presbytery  of  this."  A  congregational 
meeting  was  then  held  on  January  27,  1946,  and  a  motion  was  made 
"that  the  Nominating  Committee  contact  Mr.  Oplinger  to  see  if  he 
would  accept  a  full  time  call"  to  Unity.  A  vote  was  taken  with  a  slight 
majority  favoring  the  motion.  However,  another  motion  was  made  to 
rescind  the  first  one,  and  this  carried  by  a  two-third  majority. 

No  account  of  Rev.  Oplinger 's  ministry  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  many  and  varied  contributions  of  Mrs.  Oplinger.  During 
her  husband's  ministry  at  Unity  she  was  active  in  the  circles  and  in  all  the 
women's  work,  in  Presbyterial,  and  she  had  responsibility  for  the  young 
people's  work.  She  continued  these  activities  wherever  her  husband 
served.  In  all  his  ministries  she  was  available  to  play  the  piano  or  organ. 
Her  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  and  her  ability  to  teach  it,  were  significant 
additions  to  her  husband's  ministries.  She  was  a  dedicated  and  valuable 
servant  of  God  in  her  own  right,  and  helped  guide  many  "in  paths  of 
righteousness." 

The  Oplinger 's  son  Nathan  remembers  the  many  chores  performed 
by  his  mother  —  at  the  church  and  at  home.  "We  had  our  meals  cooked 
on  a  wood  range.  For  my  first  six  years  or  so,  our  clothes  were  washed  out 
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in  the  yard,  being  boiled  in  a  big  black  pot,  then  scrubbed  on  a  wash 
board,  then  wrung  and  hanged  on  the  line  to  dry."142  These  memories 
round  out  the  picture  of  this  devoted  wife,  mother,  and  servant  of  the 
Lord. 

At  our  request,  Nathan  was  kind  enough  to  send  us  some  other  memo- 
ries of  his  father,  particularly  relating  to  his  time  spent  in  Woodleaf.  He 
writes  "although  it  has  been  41  years  since  we  lived  at  Woodleaf,  some 
memories  are  still  pretty  clear  such  as: 

The  time  my  Dad  decided  to  rid  our  little  chicken  house  of  chicken 
mites.  Someone  had  told  him  that  kerosene  poured  on  the  roosts  would  kill 
the  mites.  Dad  did  that,  and  then  decided  to  improve  on  the  instructions  by 
touching  a  match  to  the  roosts  which  now  had  kerosene  on  them.  He  then 
went  into  the  house  to  shave.  Well,  as  you  might  expect,  the  lighted  roosts 
didn't  just  burn  out  the  killing  mites.  My  sister  spotted  the  heavy  smoke 
and  yelled  twice  to  dad  that  the  chicken  house  was  on  fire.  Apparently  he 
was  more  interested  in  finishing  his  shaving  and  responded  by  saying,  "Let 
her  burn".  After  the  third  warning  yell  from  my  sister,  he  decided  to  look 
out  the  window  and  realized  that  we  had  a  problem.  By  then,  Mrs.  Furr 
who  lived  next  door  was  very  excited  because  she  and  Mr.  Furr  had  a  large 
wooden  barn  which  was  near  enough  to  our  rapidly  disappearing  chicken 
house  to  be  in  real  danger. 

We  drug  out  the  garden  hoses,  none  of  which  could  reach  either  the 
chicken  house  or  barn.  Well,  that  was  okay  because  neither  well  pump  had 
enough  pressure  to  do  much  more  than  irritate  the  flames.  The  wind  was 
calm,  probably  the  only  thing  which  saved  the  Furr's  barn.  Our  chicken 
house  was  ashes  within  a  short  time. 

All  the  chickens  survived,  but  my  Dad  didn't  survive  hearing  us  say  to 
him  over  the  next  many  years,  "Let  her  burn!" 

I  can  recall  the  one  Sunday  each  month  when  my  Dad  preached  3 
sermons,  one  in  each  of  his  3  churches  —  Unity,  Franklin  and  Cleveland. 
Many  church  members  have  difficulty  attending  one  hour  per  week.  Well, 
you  can  imagine  the  physical  drain  from  preaching  three  times,  attending 
Sunday  School  twice,  meeting  with  the  Session  at  least  one,  and  the  driving 
back  and  forth  on  roads  which  were  then  not  so  good,  especially  from 
Woodleaf  to  Barber  Junction.  The  road  was  then  dirt  when  dry  and  mud 
when  wet.  And  I  can't  close  without  telling  about  one  elder  who  had 
listened  very  hard  —  maybe  too  hard  to  my  dad's  many  sermons  about 
tithing.  This  elder  (not  from  Unity  Church)  told  the  other  elders  at  a 
Session  meeting  how  much  he  had  been  blessed  by  the  Lord  since  he  had 
been  giving  a  10th  of  his  income.  In  fact,  he  said,  "I  have  been  so  blessed 
that  I  am  now  thinking  about  giving  a  20th  of  my  income!"  I  don't  know  the 
outcome,  but  my  Dad  used  this  little  story  many  times  thereafter.143 

Nathan  concluded  his  letter  to  Unity's  Bicentennial  Committee  say- 
ing, "We  can  never  write  down  all  the  wonderful  things  which  happened 
to  us  at  Woodleaf  and  Unity.  So  many  people  took  us  into  their  homes  so 
often,  and  made  us  feel  like  part  of  their  family.  These  things  I  will  never 
forget.  I  know  my  mom  and  dad  always  felt  Woodleaf  was  their  home 
though  we  took  up  residences  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  and  Monroe,  N.  C." 

The  following  statement  was  sent  to  us  by  Rev.  Oplinger's  daughter 
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Phoebe.  She  found  it,  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  has  given  us  permis- 
sion to  print  it  here.  It  is  a  statement,  or  sermonette,  entitled  "Why  I  Am 
A  Christian!",  and  expresses  Rev.  Oplinger's  commitment  to  the  Bible, 
and  his  desire  to  share  his  Christian  faith  with  others.  The  complete 
statement  is  printed  below: 

Why  I  Am  A  Christian! 

"But  sanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts  and  be  ready  always  to  give  an 
answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  you  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  you, 
with  meekness  and  fear."  I  Peter  3:15 

The  text  commands  us  who  are  Christians  to  tell  others  why  we  are 
Christians.  Why  are  we  saved?  And  to  do  it  with  meekness  and  fear,  so  as  to 
convince  our  hearers.  Can  you  give  an  answer  to  that  question?!  I  want  to 
give  a  number  of  reasons  why  I  am  a  Christian! 

1 .  Because  I  believe  there  is  a  God  who  will  judge  the  world  in  righteous- 
ness and  one  day  I  must  face  Him.  There  is  no  getting  around  this!  Paul 
reminds  us  in  Romans  14:12  "So  then,  every  one  of  us  must  give 
account  of  himself  to  God." 

2.  In  the  second  place  I  know  that  I'm  a  sinner.  No  one  needs  to  tell  me 
this  —  I  know  it.  I'm  conscious  of  sin.  I'm  guilty  of  wrong  doing.  I  have 
been  alienated  from  God.  My  conscience  tells  me  so.  I  deserve  to  be 
punished.  I  cannot  come  before  God  as  I  am  by  nature.  I  need  a  new 
heart. 

3.  I  know  there  is  life  after  death.  This  knowledge  is  planted  in  the  human 
heart.  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judge- 
ment. Man  has  a  never  dying  soul  to  save. 

4.  Death  does  not  change  a  man's  character.  If  a  man  dies  blaspheming 
God,  he  doesn't  wake  up  in  the  next  world  singing  hymns.  If  a  man  dies 
with  his  heart  full  of  rebellion  against  God,  he  wakes  up  the  same  way. 
If  a  man  takes  a  train  for  New  York,  he  doesn't  become  a  different  man 
when  he  steps  off  the  train  in  that  city.  Death  doesn't  change  man's 
relationship  to  God.  It  doesn't  change  his  character.  Only  Christ  can  do 
that.  He  does  it  through  the  miracle  of  new  birth. 

5.  Another  reason  I'm  a  Christian  is  because  the  Bible  tells  us  God  is  holy, 
and  we  must  be  holy.  It  tells  me  how  I  can  get  rid  of  sin  through  new 
birth  by  faith  in  Christ.  The  Bible  teaches  there  is  a  heaven  for  every 
saved  man  and  a  hell  for  every  lost  sinner.  Heaven  is  a  place  of  happi- 
ness and  bliss;  hell  a  terrible  place  of  eternal  punishment. 

6.  I'm  a  Christian  because  I  have  proven  the  Bible  to  be  true.  Those  who 
believe  the  Bible  and  put  its  teachings  into  practice  find  that  it  works. 
The  Bible  is  God's  word  to  a  lost  world.  The  Bible  has  changed  thou- 
sands upon  thousands.  Drunkards,  harlots,  thieves  have  been  trans- 
formed as  they  read  this  wonderful  word. 

These  are  the  reasons  I  am  a  Christian.  These  are  the  answers  I  give  to 
every  man  that  asketh  me  for  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  within  me.  I 
would  ask  you  then,  "Can  you  answer  the  question,  'Why  Am  I  Am  Chris- 
tian'? Are  you  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  you 
for  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  you?"  And,  are  you  ready  to  give  an 
account  of  yourself  before  God? 

SERMON  PREACHED  BY  REV.  N.  E.  OPLINGER 

On  DECEMBER  4,  1938, 

AT  CLEVELAND,  FRANKLIN,  AND  UNITY 
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THE  FIRST  FIVE  MINUTES  AFTER  DEATH 

Years  ago  an  East  Indian  officer,  who  had  spent  many  years  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  was  telling  a  company  of  friends  some  of  the 
striking  incidents  of  his  eventful  life.  He  had  served  many  years  under 
the  British  flag  and  had  had  a  vital  part  in  bringing  the  East  Indies  under 
British  authority  and  rule. 

As  he  told  of  long  sieges,  fierce  battles,  the  outbreak  of  mutiny  and  its 
suppression,  serious  reverses  in  conflict,  wonderful  victories,  many 
thrilling  escapes  and  daring  dashes,  he  held  his  hearers  spellbound. 
After  having  spent  several  hours  recounting  his  experiences,  to  the 
delight  and  keen  interest  of  his  friends,  he  concluded  by  saying,  "I  am 
expecting  more  wonderful  experiences  than  these." 

His  friends  did  not  understand  him.  They  knew  he  had  retired  from 
active  service.  After  a  brief  pause,  he  said,  "I  mean  in  the  first  five 
minutes  after  death."  This  man  was  a  noble  Christian,  and  he  anticipated 
with  joy  his  first  five  minutes  after  his  departure  from  this  life  into  the 
presence  of  his  Lord  and  Master. 

When  I  read  of  this  incident,  I  was  deeply  impressed  by  that  phrase, 
"the  first  five  minutes  after  death,"  and  it  seemed  to  me  it  would  be  a 
practical  thing  for  all  of  us,  saved  and  unsaved,  Christian  and  sinner,  to 
ponder  the  words  so  suggestive  and  arresting,  "the  first  five  minutes 
after  death." 

What  will  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  mean  to  the  unsaved?  One 
may  be  very  certain  of  some  things.  1st  —  Their  theology,  beliefs, 
convictions,  and  ideas  about  life,  death,  and  the  hereafter  will  be  radical- 
ly changed.  They  will  recognize  the  foolishness  of  their  rejection  of 
Christ  and  God's  way  of  salvation  and  the  futility  of  their  self-invented 
theories  concerning  life  and  its  eternal  destinies.  It  seems  safe  to  say  that 
every  sinner  who  dies  out  of  Christ  and  consequently  awakens  in  a 
Christless  place  of  torment,  would  be  converted  in  those  first  five  min- 
utes after  death,  if  such  a  thing  were  possible. 

But  we  know  from  the  plain  teachings  of  hereafter  that  after  death 
there  will  be  no  salvation  for  lost  sinners.  Death  does  not  alter  the 
character  of  the  unconverted.  It  simply  brings  to  them  a  ghastly  revela- 
tion of  their  sinful  nature  and  their  awful  doom. 

Such  then  is  something  of  the  experience  of  the  lost  "the  first  five 
minutes  after  death." 

Then  there  are  those  who  profess  to  be  Christians.  They  are  members 
of  the  Church  and,  through  at  least  a  part  of  their  earthly  career,  have 
been  identified  with  the  visible  Church,  who  have  made  a  "profession  of 
religion"  but  have  never  been  born  again  and  never  forsaken  their  sins 
and  allowed  Christ  to  save  them  from  their  sins. 

What  will  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  mean  to  these?  They  have 
built  their  hope  of  eternal  salvation  on  false  foundations.  They  have 
hoped  to  gain  favor  with  God  and  merit  salvation  and  a  home  in  glory  by 
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uniting  with  a  church,  by  engaging  in  some  religious  service,  by  sub- 
scribing with  the  mind  to  some  religious  creed,  by  contributing  to  the 
Church  and  other  good  causes.  They  have  expected  thus  to  win  their 
way  into  everlasting  habitation.  But,  having  based  their  hopes  on  inse- 
cure and  unscriptural  grounds  or  foundations,  they  are  ushered  in  death 
into  the  regions  of  the  lost  instead  of  the  presence  of  God.  To  them  the 
first  five  minutes  after  death  will  bring  a  terrifying  awakening,  an  intro- 
duction into  eternal  existence  far  different  from  what  they  had  anticipat- 
ed and  with  no  recourse. 

Surely  we  should  listen  to  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul  (II  Cor.  13:5), 
"Examine  yourselves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith;  prove  your  own  selves. 
Know  ye  not  your  own  selves,  how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye 
be  reprobates."  The  people  who  have  entertained  false  hopes  concern- 
ing salvation,  having  built  them  upon  some  unscriptural  human  philos- 
ophy, will  of  all  people  receive  the  rudest  awakening  and  the  most  tragic 
disappointment  during  the  first  five  minutes  after  death.  Let  us  make  our 
calling  and  election  sure  by  coming  God's  way  into  God's  family  — 
through  Jesus  Christ.  (John  14:6) 

There  is  another  company  of  people  who  will  have  some  strange 
thoughts  and  experiences  during  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  — 
those  who  are  really  Christians,  born  of  the  Spirit,  who  by  faith  have  put 
on  the  robe  of  Christ's  righteousness,  who  have  entered  into  God's 
family  by  means  of  the  new  birth,  but  who  have  never  fully  surrendered 
themselves  to  God,  never  having  become  full-fledged,  out-and-out 
Christians.  Saved?  Yes!  In  God's  family?  Yes!  In  the  Church?  Yes!  En- 
gaged in  Christian  service?  Occasionally.  But  their  interests  are  not 
primarily  Christ  and  His  Kingdom.  They  do  not  seek  first  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  his  righteousness.  They  could  never  say  with  Paul,  "For  me  to 
live  is  Christ."  (Phil  1:21) 

Their  first  interests  are  their  own  personal  pursuits  and  the  ambitions 
and  cares  of  this  present  life.  They  give  very  little  thought  to  Christ's 
claim  on  their  lives  or  to  the  life  to  come.  Certain  Scriptures  that  assure 
them  of  salvation  from  sin  and  hell  are  cherished  and  vigorously  be- 
lieved. But  any  scripture  which  cuts  across  the  grain  of  their  ambitious 
and  cherished  plans,  or  which  demand  some  practical  adjustments  to  the 
will  of  God  —  any  Scripture  which  calls  for  separation  from  the  world  or 
holiness  of  life  — against  such  Scriptures  they  rebel. 

To  this  type  of  Christian,  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  will  mean 
some  radical  changes  in  their  theology,  beliefs,  and  convictions.  They 
will  accept  and  yield  to  all  the  Scriptures  as  the  Word  of  God.  They  will 
then  understand  the  folly  of  disobedience  to  any  part  of  the  Word,  or 
refusal  to  yield  to  all  the  will  and  loving  demands  of  God  to  promote 
Christlikeness  and  fruitfulness  in  service,  of  putting  self  and  its  interest 
before  Christ  and  His  claims.  There  will  be  no  more  arguing  with  the 
demands  of  Scripture  nor  brushing  aside  any  of  its  teachings  that  seem 
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too  straight-laced.  They  will  then  readily  acknowledge  their  folly  and 
God's  wisdom  and  love  in  all  His  dealings  in  life.  For  such  Christians,  the 
first  five  minutes  after  death  will  bring  shame  and  regret.  They  will  be 
saved,  but,  as  Paul  puts  it,  "so  as  by  fire."  (I  Cor.  3:15) 

So  John  writes,  "And  now,  little  children,  abide  in  Him;  that  when  He 
shall  appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be  ashamed  before  Him 
at  His  coming."  (I  John  2:28)  Many  Christians  will  suffer  this  sense  of 
shame  at  Christ's  coming,  or  during  the  first  five  minutes  after  death,  and 
will  be  deprived  of  rewards  in  all  eternity  which  they  might  have  pos- 
sessed for  God's  glory. 

There  is,  however,  a  company  of  Christians  to  whom  the  first  five 
minutes  after  death  will  be  an  experience  of  indescribable  joy  and  bliss 
—  those  who  in  life  loved  the  Book  from  cover  to  cover  and  who  allowed 
its  truths  to  fashion,  mold,  chisel,  alter,  cleanse,  and  purify  their  lives, 
and  who  were  willing  to  let  God  do  what  he  pleased  in  them,  with  them, 
through  them,  and  for  them  no  matter  what  it  cost.  So  complete  and 
implicit  was  their  confidence  in  His  love  and  purposes  for  them  that  with 
Job  they  declared,  "Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him."  Their 
lives  were  wholly  devoted  to  Him,  and  their  chief  joy  was  to  do  His  will 
and  carry  out  His  every  wish.  Their  happiest  moments  were  those  spent 
in  conscious  fellowship  with  Him. 

To  these  Christians,  devoted  in  life  to  their  Lord,  death  will  mean  an 
entrance  into  a  new  existence,  a  new  environment,  a  new  glory  charac- 
terized by  all  of  the  infinite  perfections  and  resplendent  beauties  of  their 
faithful  Lord.  To  them  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  will  afford  the 
unspeakable  privilege  of  beholding  the  face  of  the  Christ  whom  they 
served  with  pure  zeal  and  devotion. 

This  will  result  in  a  new,  wonderful,  and  enlarged  knowledge  of  God. 
In  this  life  our  spiritual  faculties  are  limited,  being  circumscribed  by  the 
physical  encasement  so  seriously  disarrayed  by  the  fall  and  impaired  by 
sin.  But  there,  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  that  first  five  minutes  after 
death,  the  Spirit  will  have  been  released  from  its  limitations.  The  mind, 
the  intellect,  the  emotions,  the  consciousness  —  the  whole  of  the  inner 
man  —  will  have  been  glorified,  transformed  into  perfect  Christlike- 
ness,  to  know  as  He  knows,  to  understand  as  He  understands,  to  compre- 
hend as  He  comprehends  the  infinite  greatness,  goodness,  love,  mercy, 
power,  and  glory  of  God.  We  cannot  begin  to  grasp  the  meaning  of  all  this 
to  those  wholly  yielded,  deeply  devoted,  out-and-out  Christians  during 
those  first  glorious  five  minutes  in  the  Master's  blessed  presence. 

Then  shall  these  children  of  God  be  given  such  knowledge  of  the 
wisdom  of  God,  of  His  purpose  in  their  salvation,  such  an  unveiling  of 
Heaven's  glories,  such  understanding  of  the  mysteries  of  God  and  all  His 
eternal  purposes,  that  they  shall  be  able  to  cooperate  with  Him  perfectly 
and  without  failure  in  carrying  out  His  marvelous  plans  for  eternity. 
With  what  joy  does  this  devoted  Christian  anticipate  the  moment  when 
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he  shall  be  free  from  weakness,  failure,  inability  to  do  God's  highest  will 
perfectly  and  fully  for  His  pleasure  and  glory! 

What  would  the  first  five  minutes  after  death  mean  to  each  of  us  if  we 
were  going  to  die  just  now?  In  which  of  the  foregoing  groups  are  we  at 
this  moment? 

"It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,"  but  after  this  .  .  .  ? 


Unity  Presbyterian  Church 

Sanctuary,  1847 
Session  House,  ca  1850 
Sunday  School  Addition,  1932 
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THE  ARMFIELD  YEARS 

JOSEPH  HENRY  ARMFIELD,  JR. 

When  it  was  seen  with  certainty  that  Rev.  Oplinger  would  not  be 
returning  to  Unity,  the  Nominating  Committee  moved  quickly,  and 
placed  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Armfield,  Jr.  in  nomination  at  a 
congregational  meeting  on  March  24,  1946.  A  vote  was  taken  resulting 
in  63  in  favor  and  none  opposed.  The  call  was  for  a  salary  of  $2,000.00 
per  year,  llh%  annuity,  and  use  of  the  manse,  for  full-time  service.  R.  H. 
Fleming,  C.  H.  Gillean,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Thomason  were  appointed  to 
prosecute  the  call.  Rev.  Armfield  accepted  the  terms  of  call,  and  began 
his  ministry  here  in  the  Spring  of  1946,  moderating  his  first  Unity  Ses- 
sion meeting  on  May  11,  1946. 

Rev.  Armfield  tells  his  story  in  his  own  words  on  the  following  pages: 

It  was  on  May  4,  1 909,  in  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  that  I  was  born 
—  the  son  of  Joseph  Henry  Armfield  and  Vivian  Pegram  Armfield.  As 
both  my  parents  were  active  members  of  the  local  Church  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  they  (having  stood  up  in  that  church  before  the  pastor  and 
congregation  and  joining  hands)  married  themselves  by  reciting  their 
marriage  vows  to  one  another.  Because  both  were  Quakers  at  the  time  of 
my  birth,  I  was  known  as  a  "birth-right  Quaker."  My  parents  saw  to  it 
that  I  attended  Sunday  School  and  church  services,  and  I  was  raised  and 
trained  in  the  Quaker  faith. 

Sometime  during  those  early  years,  I  awoke  early  one  morning  with  a 
frightening  feeling  that  I  was  slowly  being  lifted  up  where  I  would  soon 
never  see  the  sunshine  on  this  earth  again.  I  was  so  alarmed  that  I  could 
not  cry  out  for  help.  Suddenly  the  words  of  John  3:16  came  clearly  to  my 
mind.  Quickly,  I  repeated  them  in  my  mind  and  said  over  and  over  again, 
"I  do  believe,  I  do  believe."  This  was  followed  by  a  quiet  feeling  and 
assurance  that  all  was  well  with  me.  I  think  that  I  have  never  told  this 
before  now,  and  I  hesitate  to  mention  it  now  for  fear  that  it  might  be 
misinterpreted.  My  mother  said  that  I  had  trusted  the  Lord  Jesus  as  my 
Saviour,  and  it  may  be  the  time  of  my  eternal  salvation.  Needless  to  say,  I 
have  many  times  since  then  reaffirmed  my  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  my  Saviour. 

In  1926  I  graduated  from  Greensboro  High  School,  and  as  it  had  only 
eleven  grades,  I  went  that  fall  to  Westtown  Preparatory  School  (Quaker) 
in  Westtown,  Pennsylvania,  where  I  graduated  in  their  senior  class  in  the 
spring  of  1927.  That  fall  I  entered  Duke  University  where  I  majored  in 
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economics,  business,  and  pre-law.  I  remember  clearly  hearing  our  eco- 
nomics professor  in  October,  1929,  recite  the  morning  news  of  the  wild 
panic  and  crash  on  the  stock  market  the  day  before  in  which  occurred 
the  greatest  losses  the  market  had  ever  known.  Few,  if  any  of  us,  grasped 
the  significance  of  the  tragic  events  taking  place.  In  the  spring  of  1931, 1 
graduated  from  Duke  University,  and  the  depression  that  grasped  the 
nation  was  still  having  its  tragic  effects.  So  I  returned  to  Duke  University 
and  entered  the  School  of  Law.  After  my  second  year  there,  I  took  a 
special  summer  course  in  the  Wake  Forest  College  School  of  Law.  After 
passing  the  North  Carolina  Bar  Exam  in  the  summer  of  1933,  I  was 
admitted  to  the  North  Carolina  State  Bar.  In  the  following  year  of  1934, 1 
graduated  with  a  Law  Degree  from  the  Duke  University  Law  School. 

During  that  last  year  in  law  school,  I  had  begun  to  have  several  inward 
impressions  that  the  Lord  might  want  me  to  do  something  other  than 
follow  the  law.  But  I  was  uncertain  about  this.  After  graduating,  I  did  a 
small  amount  of  legal  work  for  my  family,  but  I  was  not  happy  in  it.  The 
Great  Depression  was  still  in  effect,  and  there  were  practically  no  new 
openings  for  budding,  young,  inexperienced  lawyers.  I  became  very 
active  as  a  leader  in  Boy  Scouting  during  this  time,  which  I  enjoyed  very 
much.  However,  I  had  a  deepening  urge  to  know  what  the  Lord  would 
have  me  do. 

On  Easter  Sunday  morning  of  1937,  while  in  the  service  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Greensboro,  NC,  the  Lord  made  it  overwhelm- 
ingly clear  and  positive  that  His  calling  for  me  was  as  a  "missionary!" 
After  much  prayer  and  willingness  on  my  part,  it  became  clear  that  it  was 
also  His  will  for  me  to  attend  the  Dallas  Theological  Seminary  in  prep- 
aration for  the  mission  field  of  His  choice.  I  entered  there  in  September, 
1937.  The  required  course  work  there  consisted  of  four  years  of  inten- 
sive Biblical  studies. 

During  the  latter  time  of  seminary  training,  my  home  Quaker  Church 
completed  their  regular  processes  by  which  I  was  duly  "recorded"  as  a 
Quaker  Minister.  This  is  the  Quaker  equivalent  of  "ordination"  to  the 
ministry  in  which  the  church  recognizes  that  a  gift  from  God  for  service 
has  been  given  to  the  individual  and  the  church  "records"  that  gift. 

In  my  fourth  year  in  seminary,  at  Christmas  time,  I  became  engaged  to 
be  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Phifer  of  Columbia,  SC.  That  spring  we 
put  in  our  joint  applications  for  missionary  service  with  the  Quaker 
Mission  Board  of  the  "Five  Years  Meeting."  Soon  after  my  graduation 
from  Dallas  Theological  Seminary,  we  were  marred  in  Asheville,  NC,  on 
the  afternoon  of  July  29,  1941.  Prior  to  this  we  had  been  given  an 
appointment  with  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Friends  Missionary 
Board  for  the  very  next  morning  following  our  marriage.  By  noon  of  that 
next  day,  the  Secretary  concluded  our  interview  by  turning  me  down, 
saying  they  could  not  use  me  because  of  a  "lack  of  experience. "  We  were 
then,  and  are  now,  convinced  that  the  true  reason  was  due  to  his  mani- 
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festly  different  doctrinal  views  from  ours  and  that  I  had  attended  the 
Dallas  Theological  Seminary  which  was  noted  for  its  commitment  to  the 
full  inspiration  of  Scripture  and  fundamental  Biblical  doctrines. 

I  preached  that  summer  in  a  few  small  Quaker  churches,  but  they 
were  too  small  to  need  or  call  a  full-time  pastor.  Mrs.  George  Sells,  a 
close  friend  of  Elizabeth's,  introduced  us  to  Dr.  Robert  King  who  was  the 
pastor  of  her  home  Presbyterian  church  in  Johnson  City,  Tennessee.  He 
invited  us  to  come  to  Johnson  City  and  become  an  assistant  pastor  of  two 
of  the  four  chapels  his  church  sponsored.  Accepting  his  invitation,  we 
moved  there  in  the  early  fall  of  1 94 1  and  became  involved  at  one  time  or 
another  in  each  of  the  four  chapels  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  We 
were  very  happy  and  blessed  there,  and  it  was  a  very  fruitful  time  of 
spiritual  development  and  learning  the  role  of  a  pastor  with  Dr.  King.  As 
a  Quaker,  I  had  never  been  baptized,  but  in  the  early  part  of  1942,  Dr. 
King  baptized  me  by  sprinkling  in  a  private  ceremony  in  his  church.  A 
few  weeks  later  I  was  examined  privately  and  extensively  concerning  my 
doctrinal  beliefs  by  Dr.  Sam  Hay,  a  leading  pastor  and  influential  leader 
in  the  Presbytery.  After  he  was  personally  satisfied,  he  had  me  presented 
before  Holston  Presbytery  at  its  regular  meeting  in  Bristol,  Tennessee, 
on  April  15,  1942.  There  I  was  examined  according  to  The  Book  of 
Church  Order  for  the  Gospel  Ministry.  Upon  their  approval  the  Presby- 
tery that  same  afternoon  ordained  me  to  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

The  next  step  in  our  seeking  to  follow  our  Lord's  call  to  foreign 
missionary  service  was  to  seek  the  appointment  by  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Accordingly,  we  filed  all  the  required  appli- 
cations and  obtained  all  the  local  medical  examinations.  We  were  then 
invited  to  appear  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  World  Missions  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  our  final  exami- 
nation and  hoped  for  appointment.  The  first  part  of  this  was  a  thorough 
medical  examination  by  the  Board's  private  medical  doctor.  Elizabeth 
was  called  first.  When  I  was  called,  while  examining  me,  the  doctor  said 
that  Elizabeth  would  make  a  strong  and  healthy  ministers  wife  in  this 
country  (USA),  but  not  so  in  China.  I  explained  that  we  were  planning  to 
go  to  Brazil  and  not  to  China.  (Because  of  the  war  there,  it  was  not 
possible  to  get  into  China.)  Nevertheless,  that  was  the  doctor's  report  to 
the  Missionary  Committee.  When  we  met  in  person  with  the  Commit- 
tee, they  spoke  very  kind  and  sympathetic  words  to  us,  but  their  decision 
was  that  we  could  not  receive  appointment  to  foreign  service.  I  asked  Dr. 
Darby  Fulton,  the  Chairman,  about  making  a  later  and  second  applica- 
tion, but  he  indicated  that  the  result  would  be  the  same.  He  indicated, 
however,  that  we  could  be  missionary-minded  in  spirit  in  this  country 
and  thus  serve  the  Lord  in  that  way. 

After  getting  over  the  shock  and  disappointment  of  this  decision,  we 
concluded  that  this  manifested  our  desire  and  willingness  to  serve  the 
Lord  as  missionaries  overseas,  but  that  our  Lord's  will  for  us  was  to  serve 
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Him  in  this  country  and  continue  in  the  chapels  in  Johnson  City  until  He 
should  lead  us  otherwise. 

In  our  association  with  Dr.  King,  he  was  most  kind  and  helpful.  Prog- 
ress in  two  of  the  chapels  was  slow  and  not  encouraging,  yet  Dr.  King  was 
always  ready  to  help  us.  It  was  during  these  years  that  the  Lord  gracious- 
ly blessed  us  with  the  birth  of  our  first  daughter,  Elizabeth  Springs 
Armfield,  born  July  10,  1943,  and  later  the  birth  of  our  first  son,  Joseph 
Henry  Armfield  III,  on  January  10,  1946. 

The  time  came  not  too  long  after  then  when  Dr.  King  moved  away 
from  Johnson  City.  Some  months  after  this,  Rob  and  Jinks  Fleming  from 
Unity  Church  in  Woodleaf,  North  Carolina,  attended  our  Sunday  night 
service  at  Calvary  Chapel  where  they  heard  me  preach.  They  were  very 
cordial  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  would  be  open  to  a  call  to  another 
church.  My  reply  was  that  I  would  be  expected  to  leave  Johnson  City 
whenever  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  ordained  a  new  pastor,  and  I 
wanted  to  be  directed  by  the  Lord's  will  where  we  should  go.  It  was  not 
too  many  months  later  that  I  received  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  Unity 
Church. 

About  the  same  time,  a  call  arrived  from  a  church  in  Tryon,  N.C.,  so  I 
preached  in  each  church.  After  feeling  a  very  wonderful  spiritual  atmo- 
sphere in  the  Unity  Church  service  and  hearing  a  heartmoving  and 
Spirit-led  prayer  by  Elder  John  Lippard,  both  Elizabeth  and  I  felt  the 
Lord  was  leading  us  to  Unity  Church.  In  a  conversation  with  Deacon 
Harlan  Gillean,  he  said  that  the  church  had  prayed  earnestly  and  felt  so 
led  of  the  Lord  that  they  would  not  seek  nor  consider  any  other  individ- 
ual unless  we  declined  to  accept  their  call. 

Feeling  that  the  Lord  was  leading  us,  we  accepted  the  Unity  Church 
call  and  moved  there  just  as  the  last  of  the  "sprucing  up"  of  the  manse 
was  taking  place.  One  event  stands  out  clearly  from  those  very  first  days. 
On  the  first  Wednesday  night  prayer  meeting,  I  suggested  that  we  have  a 
prayer  session  first  and  a  brief  Bible  lesson  afterward.  It  was  a  well- 
attended  service.  I  asked  everyone  who  felt  led  to  pray.  Without  hesita- 
tion, one  heartfelt  prayer  followed  another.  I  was  not  conscious  of  time 
passing.  Suddenly  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  to  my  surprise,  almost  the 
entire  hour  had  passed.  I  decided  that  this  earnest  prayer  should  contin- 
ue, as  it  was  far  more  important  then  the  Bible  study  I  might  give.  After 
five  minutes  I  had  the  closing  prayer.  This  was  a  wonderful  encourage- 
ment to  me  as  a  new  pastor.  On  May  14,  1946,  I  was  examined  and 
received  into  Concord  Presbytery  in  a  called  meeting  in  Statesville,  N.C. 
Then,  in  a  service  held  at  Unity  Church  at  8:00  p.m.,  on  June  2,  1946,  I 
was  duly  installed  as  pastor  of  Unity  Church. 

The  first,  and  to  me  one  of  the  most  important  and  memorable  events, 
was  the  traditional  spring  and  fall  communion  preparatory  services  held 
on  the  Saturday  before  the  communion  service  on  Sunday.  Favorite 
pastors  in  the  Presbytery  were  invited  to  preach  in  the  morning  and 
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afternoon.  Between  these  two  services  there  was  a  dinner  on  the 
grounds  which  was  always  a  most  happy  time  of  good  fellowship.  An- 
other memorable  custom  was  that  of  an  entire  week  of  special  preaching 
services  conducted  by  outstanding  Bible  teachers  and  sons  of  the  church 
who  were  ministers. 

After  a  few  years  of  annual  homecomings,  the  attendance  began  to 
decline.  The  session  adopted  the  custom  of  having  homecoming  once 
every  five  years,  and  immediately  interest  and  attendance  increased. 
Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  became  a  major  ministry  of  the  church  and 
involved  practically  all  the  congregation.  Its  influence  spread  through- 
out most  of  the  community  with  lasting  benefits.  It  was  a  most  exciting 
time  when  the  congregation  began  the  project  of  enlarging  and  brick 
veneering  the  church.  The  men  of  the  church  gathered  on  Saturdays 
with  tools,  work  gloves,  tractors,  and  glad  hearts.  The  largest  sawmill  in 
the  community  was  set  up  to  saw  the  heavy  logs  for  the  joists,  rafters,  and 
beautiful  oak  floors. 

One  of  the  most  wonderful  parts  of  the  church  life  to  me  during  my 
ministry  at  Unity  was  the  deep  and  close  Christian  fellowship  that  exist- 
ed throughout  the  church.  One  of  my  greatest  joys  was  the  privilege  of 
teaching  the  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class  and  being  accepted  as 
one  of  them. 

During  those  happy  years,  the  Lord  added  His  special  blessings  to  our 
family  by  the  arrival  of  Anne  Childs  Armfield  on  August  26,1 948,  and  of 
Margaret  Jeanie  Armfield  on  July  19,  1951.  This  completed  our  family. 

The  Lord's  time  had  come  for  us  as  a  family  to  move  on.  We  had  lived 
and  ministered  in  Unity  for  fifteen  and  a  half  years.  Following  our  Lord's 
will  we  moved  in  the  fall  of  1961  to  Black  Mountain,  N.C.  There  I  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  Friendship  Presbyterian  Church  on  October  11, 
1961. 1  had  a  very  busy  pastorate  there.  During  those  seven  years  I  had 
the  privilege  of  conducting  the  marriage  of  our  daughter  Betty  to  Mr. 
Hal  Eugene  McNeely  of  Back  Creek.  Avery  large  delegation  of  beloved 
friends  and  members  from  Unity  Church  made  the  trip  and  attended  the 
wedding  ceremony. 

After  seven  years  the  Lord  moved  us  to  DeKalb,  Mississippi.  I  was 
installed  there  as  pastor  of  the  DeKalb,  the  Bloomfield,  and  the  Pleasant 
Springs  Presbyterian  Churches  on  July  7,  1968.  This  proved  to  be  a  most 
happy  pastorate  both  in  the  three  churches  and  also  in  various  activities 
in  the  Central  Mississippi  Presbytery.  At  different  times  I  was  privileged 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  Christian  Education  Committee,  the 
Women's  Work  Committee,  the  World  Mission  Committee,  and  once, 
the  Moderator  of  the  Presbytery  for  its  meeting  in  January,  1971.  This 
happy  pastorate  continued  for  eight  years. 

Because  of  my  advancing  age  and  the  death  of  my  mother,  Elizabeth 
and  I  felt  it  was  the  Lord's  time  and  leading  to  retire.  I  requested  and 
received  an  "honorable  retirement"  on  July  31,  1976.  Elizabeth  and  I 
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then  moved  into  the  home  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  where  I  had  been  reared 
as  a  boy.  Since  that  time  the  Lord  has  been  most  gracious  in  the  abundant 
blessings  He  has  showered  upon  us  and  our  children. 

"Now  unto  Him  who  is  able  to  keep  you  (and  us)  from  falling,  and  to 
present  you  (and  us)  faultless  before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with 
exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty, 
dominion  and  power  both  now  and  forever." 

Rev.  Armfield's  love  for  Unity  and  her  people  was  reciprocal,  and  his 
years  at  Unity  are  remembered  with  gratitude  by  many.  The  church 
grew  numerically  during  his  ministry,  from  241  when  he  arrived  to  260 
in  1960,  and  in  contributions,  but  the  effects  of  Armfield's  pastorate 
cannot  be  measured  in  such  terms.  He  was  the  spiritual  leader  of  the 
people,  and  they  respected  his  teachings.  He  was  Unity's  first  full  time 
pastor,  and  he  dedicated  himself  full  time  to  serving  the  needs  of  the 
congregation  and  community. 

In  addition  to  the  areas  of  ministry  mentioned  above  by  Rev.  Arm- 
field,  the  church  was  also  involved  in  many  other  services  during  these 
years.  On  June  9,  1946,  Estelle  Isenhour  was  given  a  letter  of  endorse- 
ment by  the  Session  for  the  foreign  mission  field,  and  on  January  4, 
1948,  the  minutes  record  the  discussion  of  having  a  covered  dish  supper 
for  her  "before  she  goes". 

It  was  during  this  time  that  the  Bible  Teaching  program  in  the  Wood- 
leaf  school  became  a  reality.  On  February  4,  1948,  the  Session  approved 
a  motion  to  receive  an  offering  for  the  Bible  Teaching  program,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present,  Unity  has  generously  supported  this  program. 
Miss  Catherine  Brazell  was  more  than  the  school's  Bible  teacher.  She 
also  served  the  community,  assisting  in  Unity's  Vacation  Bible  Schools, 
and  other  activities. 

In  1952,  and  1953,  a  major  building  project  took  place.  The  present 
choir  loft  was  added,  as  was  the  adjoining  educational  building  with 
Sunday  School  rooms,  kitchen,  fellowship  hall,  and  rest  rooms.  It  was 
also  at  this  time  that  the  whole  church  was  brick  veneered. 

On  January  18,  1953,  several  committees  were  established  to  en- 
hance the  work  of  the  church.  These  included  a  Staff  Committee  and  a 
Curriculum  Committee. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Watson  continued  to  serve  as  church  organist  during 
these  years,  and  Mrs.  Marguerite  Bailey  as  choir  director. 

It  was  on  April  16,  1957,  that  the  Session  minutes  record  the  accep- 
tance of  the  "locomotive  bell"  given  by  the  Southern  Railway  Company. 

One  elder  died  during  this  period,  Eubert  C.  Lyerly,  on  August  15, 
1954.  Lyerly  had  served  as  an  elder  from  his  election  on  June  8,  1947, 
until  his  death.  He  also  served  as  clerk  from  July  1,  1947,  until  April  30, 
1951. 

Carl  Brindley,  who  was  ordained  an  elder  at  Unity  in  1940,  trans- 
ferred to  another  church  on  December  20,  1956.  He  also  had  served  as 
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clerk  of  the  Session,  from  March  8,  1943,  until  July  1,  1947. 

Six  other  elders  began  their  years  of  service  on  the  Session  during  this 
period.  Junius  S.  Fleming  was  ordained  on  April  28,  1940,  and  Clarence 
Gillean  was  ordained  following  his  election  on  June  15,  1947,  (J.  Sum- 
mers Moore,  who  had  been  off  the  Session  several  years  during  the  time 
of  the  use  of  the  rotation  system,  was  re-elected  an  elder  on  June  8, 
1947.). 

The  other  four  who  began  their  service  as  elders  during  these  years 
were  all  ordained  on  July  3,  1960.  They  were  Robert  Bost,  J.  G.  McDan- 
iel,  Sr.,  Willie  R.  Perrell,  and  Edwin  Wetmore. 

Clerks  who  served  following  Eubert  Lyerly  were  R.  H.  Fleming  (for  a 
second  time;  April  30,  1951,  to  November  23,  1952),  Clarence  M. 
Gillean  (November  23,  1952,  to  January  4,  1956)  and  J.  H.  Lippard 
(from  January  4,  1956,  through  the  end  of  Armfield's  pastorate,  and 
until  January  3,  1965). 

Changes  also  occurred  in  the  make-up  of  the  board  of  deacons.  On 
June  15,  1947,  the  following  were  elected  deacons:  Hobert  Bost,  Russell 
Lee  Correll,  Walter  Kluttz,  Talmage  Nesbit,  Graham  Rice,  and  Spence 
Wetmore.  At  that  point  there  were  twelve  deacons  in  active  service. 
That  number  decreased  to  ten  with  the  dismissal  of  T.  L.  Patrick,  at  his 
request,  to  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Salisbury,  on  September 
16,  1947,  and  the  death  of  C.  Harlan  Gillean  on  October  10,  1949. 

Four  additional  deacons  were  elected  on  June  17,  1960,  and  ordained 
on  July  2,  1960.  They  were:  Kenneth  Gillean,  S.  H.  Morgan,  Ralph 
Moore,  and  Donald  Watson.  Also  during  these  years,  deacon  S.  H.  Mor- 
gan died  on  October  23,  1962. 

There  is  no  complete  record  of  those  who  served  as  chairman  of  the 
deacons.  C.  H.  Gillean  was  the  first  to  be  mentioned  in  that  position.  E. 
Talton  Correll  is  then  listed  as  chairman  of  the  deacons  when  they  met 
with  the  Session  on  May  17,  1953. 

On  February  18,  1962,  the  elders  and  deacons  met  in  joint  session 
and  approved  a  recommendation  to  sell  the  manse  and  build  one.  The 
congregation  concurred  with  this,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  on 
July  26,  1962,  to  sell  the  "old  manse",  and  another  committee  placed  in 
charge  of  building  a  new  one.  It  was  built  in  1962,  under  the  direction  of 
Walter  Kluttz,  and  is  currently  used  as  the  manse.  It  is  a  one-story  brick 
house,  with  a  full  basement.  Four  families  have  lived  in  it  since  1 962:  the 
Wells,  the  Bullocks,  the  Colliers,  and  now  the  Henrys. 

Unity  Presbyterian  Church  became  incorporated  on  December  9, 
1951.  On  April  25,  1943,  three  trustees  had  been  elected,  these  being 
Walter  B.  Kluttz,  Carl  Brindley,  and  Clarence  Gillean.  There  is  no  fur- 
ther mention  of  trustees  in  the  minutes  until  November  28,  1951,  when 
the  Session  calls  for  a  congregational  meeting  to  form  a  corporation  and 
direct  the  trustees  to  turn  over  the  property  to  the  new  corporation. 
That  meeting  was  held,  and  Unity  Presbyterian  Church,  Incorporated, 
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was  brought  into  existence.  The  objectives  of  this  corporation  are  stated 
in  the  Certificate  of  Incorporation,  and  the  very  first  one  is: 

To  form  and  conduct  a  church  according  to  the  doctrine  and  worship  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  as  it  exists  at  this  date,  with 
the  power  in  said  corporation  to  establish  and  conduct  schools  and  any 
other  means  of  propagating  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  teach  the 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion  as  contained  and  set  forth  in  God's  Word 
recorded  in  the  Holy  Bible. 

The  eight  elders  in  active  service  on  the  Session  at  that  time  signed  the 
Certificate  of  Incorporation.  They  were:  Carl  Brindley,  Carl  L.  Deal, 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Robert  H.  Fleming,  Clarence  M.  Gillean,  John  H. 
Lippard,  Eubert  C.  Lyerly,  and  J.  Summers  Moore.  Rev.  Armfield  also 
signed,  being  a  member  of  the  Session. 

Rev.  Armfield's  resignation  was  presented  to  the  Session  on  July  12, 
1961,  and  the  congregation  concurred  with  this  request  on  July  16  of 
that  year.  The  resignation  was  effective  on  August  31,  1961,  bringing  to 
the  close  a  ministry  at  Unity  which  set  the  course  for  the  years  ahead. 


Unity's  present  building 

Built  in  1847;  additions  1932  and  1953 
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Unity's  sanctuary;  built  1847 
Choir  loft  added,  1953 


THE  BEGINNING  OF  A  BIBLE  PROGRAM 

In  the  year  1945,  while  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Oplinger  were  serving  Unity, 
some  women  from  the  congregation  got  together  on  a  regular  basis  to 
pray  for  God's  guidance  in  securing  a  Bible  Teacher,  to  teach  in  the 
Woodleaf  School.  That  was  the  foundation  of  a  program  that  started  with 
the  coming  of  the  first  Bible  Teacher  —  Miss  Catherine  Brazell  —  on 
February  1,  1948.  Unity  was  from  the  very  beginning,  and  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  major  financial  supporters  of  this  program,  which  is  now  in 
its  fortieth  year.  Unity's  current  pastor,  Rev.  David  L.  Henry,  is  presently 
serving  his  second  term  as  President  of  the  West  Rowan  Bible  Teaching 
Association,  having  become  actively  involved  in  the  program  from  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry  here.  Many  members  of  Unity  have  served  the 
association  as  directors  and  officers  over  the  past  forty  years.  Hobert 
Bost  is  currently  serving  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  Mrs.  Kathi  Bost  is 
Secretary  of  the  Association. 

Miss  Brazell,  the  program's  first  teacher,  served  in  that  position  from 
February  1,  1948,  until  her  retirement  in  June  of  1982.  She  tells  the 
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story  of  the  beginning  of  the  program,  her  preparation  for  teaching,  and 

her  involvement  in  the  program,  on  the  pages  that  follow.  Since  her 

retirement  three  persons  have  held  the  position: 

Miss  Laurie  Wolvin  1982-1984 

Miss  Susan  Thompson  1984-1986 

Mrs.  Susan  Bennett  Grant  1986-Present 

CATHERINE  BRAZELL 

About  1945  Mrs.  Oplinger,  Mrs.  Robert  (Jinks)  Fleming  and  Mrs. 
Helen  (Thomason)  Burton  went  to  Ben  Lippen  Conference  near  Ashe- 
ville,  North  Carolina.  They  met  women  from  Chattanooga,  Tennessee, 
and  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  heard  of  the  Bible  programs  which 
they  supported  in  their  public  schools.  These  Unity  women  became 
impressed  that  they  should  have  a  Bible  teacher  in  Woodleaf  Elementary 
and  High  School  so  they  began  to  meet  at  Mrs.  Fleming's  house  weekly 
to  pray.  Immediately  Mrs.  Arthur  (Evelyn)  Watson,  Mrs.  John  (Edith) 
Lippard  and  others  joined  them.  They  began  to  speak  of  the  project  in 
the  church  and  community.  When  the  Armfields  came  to  Unity  they 
were  familiar  with  Bible  in  the  schools  and  gave  their  support.  Claude 
Harrill,  principal  at  Woodleaf,  became  interested  and  immediately  be- 
gan plans  to  have  such  a  program. 

The  Woodleaf  School  Board  heartily  supported  the  idea  and  Harlan 
Gillean  suggested  that  Mr.  Harrill  contact  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  for  a 
teacher  because,  said  he,  "Anybody  that  that  school  recommends  will  be 
sound  in  the  faith  and  knowledgeable  about  the  Bible."  The  only  rock  in 
the  road  showed  up  when  the  ministers  met.  The  salary  for  the  teacher 
was  to  be  raised  by  the  churches  and  individuals  of  the  community.  One 
minister  of  another  denomination  made  it  clear  that  he  did  not  want  the 
Bible  taught  as  "literally  true."  After  much  discussion  and  prayer  it  was 
decided  that  the  people  of  Woodleaf  would  not  support  a  teacher  unless 
she  was  theologically  conservative.  So  Mr.  Harrill  wrote  the  Moody 
Bible  Institute.  In  the  meantime  the  Lord  was  preparing  me  to  be  that 
teacher. 

I  grew  up  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  in  a  Christian  home,  active  in  a 
Bible-believing  church,  but  I  did  not  come  to  grips  with  personal  faith 
until  the  summer  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  attended  Camp  Tap- 
puah  (later  Ben  Lippen).  I  got  into  a  high  school  Bible  Club,  sponsored 
by  Columbia  Bible  College  and  taught  by  a  senior  from  the  college.  I 
grew  in  knowledge  of  God's  word,  but  just  as  important,  I  had  a  young 
role  model  for  my  life. 

I  rebelled  at  going  to  the  University  of  South  Carolina  but  when  I 
didn't  get  a  scholarship  to  another  school,  I  considered  U.  S.  C.  Then  a 
friend  called  and  told  me  of  a  job  on  campus  which  would  pay  my  tuition. 
I  accepted  this  as  from  the  Lord  and  began  to  pray,  "Lord,  I'm  trusting 
you  to  keep  me  and  use  me  on  this  campus."  I  continued  to  live  at  home 
where  God  provided  new  tests  for  my  growth.  My  mother  became  ill  and 
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then  had  a  mental  breakdown.  I  tried  to  take  her  place  with  my  younger 
brothers  in  the  home,  to  help  at  my  father's  grocery  store,  to  work  at  the 
university  and  carry  a  full  load  of  studies.  That  year  I  learned  to  trust 
God  for  physical  and  mental  strength  as  well  as  emotional  stamina.  I 
learned  to  pray.  God  was  faithful  and  healed  mother  completely.  A  Bible 
club  at  the  university  was  a  source  of  great  help. 

During  high  school  and  early  college  years  I  prayed  earnestly  about 
God's  will  for  my  life.  I  came  to  the  assurance  from  God's  Word  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  God  wanted  me  on  the  foreign  mission  field.  I  went  into 
the  School  of  Social  Work,  taking  a  double  minor  in  English  and  sociolo- 
gy. During  the  four  years  I  prayed  fervently  about  my  next  step  of 
training  and  God  closed  one  door  after  another  until  He  opened  the  door 
for  me  to  go  to  Moody  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  In  the  meantime  I  had  talked 
with  the  personnel  secretary  for  my  denominational  mission  board,  and 
he  discouraged  me  from  applying  because  I  had  a  history  of  severe 
headaches.  In  the  1940's  there  was  no  missionary  aviation  and  medical 
help  on  most  fields  was  very  poor.  I  would  be  a  liability. 

I  took  the  missionary  course  at  Moody  and  as  many  classes  as  I  could 
from  the  Christian  Education  course.  I  crammed  in  a  year  of  Greek  from 
the  pastor's  course.  And  I  talked  with  every  mission  board  representa- 
tive that  I  could. 

In  the  meantime  my  health  worsened.  I  had  a  severe  thyroid  problem 
for  a  year,  increased  pain  from  an  old  back  injury  and  severe  headaches. 
Between  classes  I  was  passed  from  one  doctor  to  another.  But  God  was 
faithful!  He  met  all  my  financial  needs  and  proved  himself  in  a  hundred 
ways. 

One  mission  board  executive  secretary  was  a  great  encouragement. 
Although  I  failed  the  physical  exam,  he  suggested  that  I  go  home  and  rest 
a  few  months  and  try  again. 

My  father  died  of  cancer  the  day  of  graduation  (I  was  with  him).  My 
fiance  returned  from  overseas  military  service  convinced  that  God's 
place  for  him  was  in  the  States,  so  we  separated.  My  mother  had  surgery 
and  nearly  died.  I  began  to  see  how  much  she  and  my  youngest  brother 
needed  me.  But  I  laid  the  matter  before  the  Lord  and  waited.  In  March 
1947  I  failed  the  physical  exam  for  the  foreign  field  again.  I  went 
through  a  time  of  black  depression  and  rebellion  toward  God.  Finally  I 
broke  before  the  Lord  and  after  a  time  He  spoke  very  gently  "God  so 
loved  the  world  .  .  .  you  only  really  love  the  foreign  fields  ..."  I  asked 
Him  to  pour  His  love  through  me  to  everybody  I  would  ever  meet. 

I  wrote  the  Dean  of  Women  at  Moody  who  had  been  my  comfort  and 
strength.  Then  I  got  a  letter  from  a  Moody  graduate  in  Florida  asking  me 
to  take  a  job  in  a  church.  At  once  I  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harrill  asking  if  I 
would  consider  teaching  Bible  at  Woodleaf,  North  Carolina.  (Where  on 
earth  was  Woodleaf?  Not  on  a  map!)  He  called  and  asked  me  to  come  for 
an  interview.  I  came  in  late  January  1948,  but  I  told  him  about  the  job  in 
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Florida.  I  wanted  to  go  to  Florida!  I  said,  "Lord,  I  don't  want  to  be 
penned  up  in  a  school  room,  but  I  am  yours  to  place  where  you  want  me. 
I'll  accept  the  first  job  offered  me."  Mr.  Harrill  called  and  said,  "You've 
been  elected.  Will  you  come?''  I  said  "Yes".  Three  hours  later  the  man  in 
Florida  called  and  said,  "You've  been  chosen.  Will  you  come?"  I  had  to 
say  "No." 

I  came  to  Woodleaf  School  February  1 ,  1948,  and  I  had  only  been  here 
a  few  weeks  when  I  realized  that  all  the  training  I  had  would  be  useful  in 
the  place  God  had  put  me.  There  was  no  curriculum  but  with  the  help  of 
Mr.  Harrill  and  the  two  Bible  teachers  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  I 
began  teaching  grades  1-12.  No  one  told  me  that  teachers  should  spe- 
cialize in  one  age  level!  I  taught  the  high  school  for  two  periods,  Bible  I 
and  II.  Then  I  taught  grades  1-3  for  30  minutes  twice  a  week  and  grades 
4-8  for  45  minutes  once  a  week.  The  high  school  and  grades  7  and  8  were 
given  grades,  which  involved  much  paper  grading.  In  1959  the  high 
schools  were  consolidated,  and  I  began  to  teach  at  West  Rowan.  Then 
grades  7  and  8  were  put  into  a  Junior  High  and  kindergarten  was  added 
to  Woodleaf.  Because  the  Woodleaf  churches  wanted  their  children  to 
have  Bible  in  elementary  school,  the  Bible  program  was  not  extended  to 
the  Junior  High  for  lack  of  time.  So  I  continued  to  teach  until  June  1982 
when  I  retired  after  35  happy  years  of  being  penned  up  in  a  classroom! 

Members  of  Unity  and  the  Woodleaf  community  arranged  for  a  "Fel- 
lowship Supper  and  Service  of  Recognition"  for  Miss  Brazell  upon  her 
retirement.  It  was  held  on  Sunday,  August  15,  1982,  at  Unity.  Following 
the  meal  in  the  fellowship  hall,  the  gathered  group  moved  to  the  sanctu- 
ary, where  former  students  and  Association  members  spoke  of  their  love 
and  appreciation  for  Miss  Brazell.  Those  who  spoke  were  former  stu- 
dents Willie  Perrell,  Suzanne  Goodson,  and  Rev.  Walter  Fleming,  and 
Association  members  June  Fleming,  Sr.  and  Rev.  David  L.  Henry.  Others 
in  attendance  were  asked  to  share  their  memories,  and  finally  Miss 
Brazell,  who  was  completely  surprised  by  the  service  of  recognition,  had 
an  opportunity  to  speak.  She  first  reprimanded  the  group  for  having 
such  a  service  to  honor  her,  and  then  told  some  of  the  history  of  the  Bible 
program.  The  Association  presented  her  with  an  engraved  silver  bowl. 

At  the  close  of  Miss  Brazell's  term  as  teacher,  the  program  was  on  a 
solid  foundation.  It  was  now  the  responsibility  of  the  West  Rowan  Bible 
Teaching  Association,  comprised  of  representatives  of  the  supporting 
churches,  to  find  a  teacher  who  would  continue  the  program.  That  job 
was  not  as  easy  as  it  may  sound.  The  salary  paid  to  the  Bible  teacher  is 
below  state  minimum,  and  the  teacher  must  be  one  who  can  teach  on 
both  the  elementary  and  high  school  levels.  It  also  had  to  be  a  person 
who  had  a  certificate  in  Bible,  and  was  well  grounded  in  the  Word  of 
God.  After  much  prayer,  and  a  dedicated  search,  the  Personnel  Commit- 
tee recommended  Miss  Laurie  Wolvin,  a  recent  college  graduate,  and 
she  was  elected  unanimously  by  the  Association.  Miss  Wolvin  taught  for 
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two  years  with  great  success,  before  leaving  to  take  a  position  with  the 
Ben  Lippen  Camps. 

Near  the  end  of  the  1985-1986  school  year  the  Association  was  again 
faced  with  the  task  of  selecting  a  teacher.  Miss  Susan  Thompson  was 
chosen,  being  a  recent  graduate  of  Gardner-Webb  College.  Miss  Thomp- 
son also  taught  for  two  years. 

When  the  Association  was  faced  with  the  responsibility  of  selecting  a 
Bible  teacher  again  in  the  Spring  of  1986,  they  returned  to  Columbia 
Bible  College,  and  three  students  from  that  institution  applied.  After 
interviewing  each,  and  working  with  the  County  School  Office,  Miss 
Susan  Bennett  (now  Mrs.  Susan  B.  Grant)  was  elected  to  the  position. 
She  has  taught  for  two  years  now,  and  will  be  returning  for  the  1988- 
1989  school  year.  She  has  brought  enthusiasm  and  excitement  into  the 
program,  which  is  growing,  particularly  on  the  high  school  level. 

When  it  was  decided  that  Miss  Bennett  would  be  the  next  teacher,  the 
Association  planned  a  reception  for  her  at  Unity.  Susan  arrived  in  the 
Woodleaf  community  in  early  August,  1986,  and  was  greeted  by  a  crew 
of  Unity  members  who  helped  her  move  into  her  new  home.  The  follow- 
ing Sunday  (August  17)  the  reception  was  held,  with  many  people  from 
the  church  and  community  coming  to  welcome  the  new  teacher.  Miss 
Bennett  spoke  to  the  group  about  her  background,  and  her  hopes  for  the 
program.  She  was  presented  with  a  gift  certificate  to  a  local  grocery 
chain  by  the  Association. 

Susan  Bennett  Grant  grew  up  in  a  Hopewell,  Virginia.  Her  father  is  a 
principal  and  teacher  in  a  Christian  school  and  her  mother  is  an  office 
manager  at  a  Christian  radio  station.  Because  of  her  parent's  influence, 
she  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  her  Saviour  at  an  early  age.  In  the  years  that 
followed  that  decision  she  faithfully  attended  church  and  read  the  Bible. 
She  received  her  education  in  Christian  schools,  and  between  her  junior 
and  senior  years  in  high  school  she  went  overseas  with  Teen  Missions 
International,  where  she  learned  practical  evangelism,  and  saw  exam- 
ples of  mature  Christian  leadership. 

Following  her  senior  year  she  enrolled  at  Columbia  Bible  College, 
graduating  in  1986.  During  her  time  there  she  grew  in  her  faith,  and 
learned  from  the  godly  examples  set  by  her  professors  there.  At  the 
beginning  of  her  junior  year  of  college,  she  felt  the  Lord  leading  her  into 
a  Bible  Teaching  minor.  She  writes,  "Knowing  that  I  owe  Him  every- 
thing, I  was  obedient  and  began  working  toward  that  goal.  The  more 
time  I  spent  in  my  classes  preparing  me  for  student  teaching,  the  more  I 
got  excited  about  teaching  Bible."  That  excitement  continues  to  spring 
forth  in  the  classrooms  at  Woodleaf  Elementary,  Cleveland  Elementary, 
and  West  Rowan  High  School  as  she  allows  God  to  use  her  to  teach  His 
word. 

The  Bible  Teaching  program  continues  today,  as  it  has  for  the  past 
forty  years,  supported  by  the  prayers  and  financial  gifts  of  the  churches 
and  interested  individuals. 
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THE  WELLS  PASTORATE 

ALAN  BARLING  WELLS 

On  September  10,  1961,  the  Rev.  Milton  Faust  moderated  a  congrega- 
tion meeting,  and  a  Nominating  Committee  was  elected.  Serving  on  this 
committee  were:  Hobert  Bost,  J.  H.  Lippard,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Swink,  Graham 
Rice,  and  Donald  Watson.  On  September  9,  1 962,  Rev.  Alan  B.  Wells  was 
placed  in  nomination,  and  was  elected.  He  began  his  ministry  at  Unity 
shortly  thereafter,  and  became  the  next  installed  pastor  of  the  church. 
The  "old  manse"  had  been  sold  on  August  18, 1962,  and  the  Wells  family 
was  the  first  to  live  in  the  new  (and  present)  manse. 

Alan  Baring  Wells  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  O.  Wells  on 
November  12,  1922,  in  Syracuse,  New  York.  He  was  raised  in  a  large 
family  of  four  sisters  and  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  is  a  fellow-minister. 
It  was  through  the  witness  of  this  brother  that  Mr.  Wells  came  to  know 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  Following  conversion,  while  attending  a 
summer  Christian  youth  conference,  a  burning  desire  to  become  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Word  was  on  the  heart  of  this  young  convert.  It  was  again  the 
counseling  of  his  older  minister  brother  that  convinced  him  that  "God 
^ould  open  the  doors  to  the  ministry  if  that  was  where  God  wanted  me 
to  serve."  God  did  just  that  for  him  with  the  burden  of  the  call  growing 
stronger. 

Following  graduation  from  Syracuse  North  High  School,  Mr.  Wells 
attended  Columbia  Bible  College,  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  It  was 
while  matriculating  at  Columbia  that  he  met  his  wife-to-be,  Miss  Shirley 
Parker,  daughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  J.  Kenton  Parker  of  Mt. 
Mourne,  North  Carolina.  To  the  Wells  family  were  born  five  children, 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Kenneth  Carter),  Ruth  Fisher  (Mrs.  Richard  War- 
ren), Edward  Alan,  Robert  Kenton  and  Timothy  George,  four  of  whom 
attended  the  school  system  in  the  Woodleaf  area.  This  couple  are  proud 
grandparents  of  nine  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Wells  was  received  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  in  the  spring  of 
1947  in  the  Old  Centre  Presbyterian  Church,  pastored  by  his  father-in- 
law,  J.  Kenton  Parker.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  South  Carolina 
Presbytery  in  the  1951  January  meeting.  He  was  ordained  in  the  minis- 
try in  the  spring  of  1951  at  the  Calhoun  Falls  Church. 

His  graduate  work  was  completed  at  Presbyterian  College  with  a  B.A. 
and  his  post  graduate  work  at  Erskine  Seminary  with  a  B.D.  and  a  Th.M. 

Mr.  Wells  has  ministered  in  seven  Presbyterian  churches  from  1951  to 
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1984.  He  began  his  work  in  the  Calhoun  Falls  Church  and  while  serving 
this  church  was  instrumental  in  reorganizing  the  Rocky  River  Presbyte- 
rian Church  outside  of  Abbeville.  He  then  was  called  to  Back  Creek 
Church,  Mt.  Ulla,  North  Carolina,  followed  by  a  call  to  the  Unity  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Woodleaf.  He  served  this  very  fine  church  from  August 
1962,  until  the  summer  of  1967.  The  church  of  Lowell,  North  Carolina, 
extended  a  call  to  him  to  be  their  pastor,  and  Mr.  Wells  served  for  some 
six  years  at  which  time  the  church  of  Effingham  gave  him  a  call.  This 
church  was  served  for  eleven  years. 

Mr.  Wells  is  now  retired,  but  is  supplying  and  doing  the  work  of 
ministry  at  the  Capitol  View  Church  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

As  is  often  the  case  following  the  coming  of  a  new  pastor,  the  Session 
reviewed  the  rolls  in  late  1962,  placing  23  persons  on  the  inactive  roll. 
This,  along  with  other  changes  during  that  year,  brought  the  member- 
ship of  Unity  to  242  on  December  31,  1962.  (The  church  year  was 
changed  to  coincide  with  the  calendar  year  in  1 953.)  Membership  began 
to  rise  again  during  the  next  several  years,  reaching  265  in  1966. 

The  choir  and  music  ministry  of  the  church  received  some  special 
attention  during  these  years.  On  January  27,  1963,  the  Session  approved 
the  buying  of  new  choir  robes,  and  "commended  the  choir  for  their 
faithfulness  and  their  contributions  to  the  worship  service."  On  January 
9,  1966,  Miriam  Bailey  agreed  to  serve  as  church  organist,  and  the 
Session  commended  Mrs.  Evelyn  Watson  for  her  many  years  of  faithful 
service  "to  the  church  and  to  her  Lord  as  organist  of  Unity"  and  the  clerk 
was  ordered  to  send  her  a  letter  of  appreciation. 

A  Homecoming  was  held  in  July,  1963,  with  the  Rev.  T  H.  Spence,  Jr. 
as  the  speaker.  This  was  during  the  175th  year  of  our  history. 

Revival  services,  special  preaching  series,  and  special  Bible  courses 
continued  to  be  held  during  these  years,  as  they  had  been  in  the  past. 
Rev.  Milton  Faust  held  a  revival  series  in  September,  1964,  and  Dr. 
Gregg  Singer  taught  an  eight  week  Bible  course  at  Unity  in  January  and 
February  1965,  to  name  just  two.  The  first  mention  in  the  minutes  of  an 
Easter  Sunrise  service  was  in  March  of  1965. 

The  rotation  system  for  church  officers,  which  had  been  used  at  Unity 
in  the  late  1930s  and  then  abandoned,  was  reintroduced  in  1965.  The 
Session  discussed  the  matter  on  several  occasions,  making  changes  in  the 
procedures  it  would  recommend,  and  then  finally  presented  it  to  the 
congregation  on  September  12, 1965.  The  vote  was  lost  that  day,  howev- 
er the  congregation  reconsidered  the  matter  on  November  28,  1965, 
and  the  motion  to  use  the  rotation  system  passed.  It  has  been  in  effect 
since  that  time.  A  committee  of  four  persons;  H.  E.  Byerly,  Donald 
Watson,  E.  H.  Wetmore,  and  R.  H.  Fleming,  was  appointed  to  study  the 
use  of  the  rotation  system  in  other  churches.  (Due  to  the  much  more 
frequent  changes  in  officers,  beginning  at  this  point  the  election  and 
ordination  of  elders  and  deacons  will  not  be  recorded  in  the  text.  How- 
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ever,  the  names  and  dates  of  those  who  served  from  1966  to  the  present 
are  recorded  in  the  Appendix  of  this  book.) 

Church  bulletins  were  first  used  at  Unity  during  the  Armfield  years, 
with  the  Session  voting  on  July  17,  1946,  to  use  them  for  three  months, 
and  then  on  November  4,  1946,  extending  that  to  an  "indefinite  period 
of  time".  It  was  on  September  11,  1966,  that  the  decision  was  made  by 
the  Session  to  use  bulletins  with  the  church  picture  on  the  front. 

Several  "firsts"  during  the  Wells  years  —  or  at  least  the  first  time  they 
were  mentioned  officially  in  the  minutes  —  include  the  first  mention  of 
going  to  serve  communion  to  the  shut-ins  (May  5,  1963),  first  record  of  a 
"Youth  Sunday"  (December  29,  1963),  and  first  mention  of  the  church 
supporting  a  softball  team  (April  9,  1967). 

On  June  18,  1967,  the  congregation  met  at  the  call  of  the  Session  for 
the  purpose  of  accepting  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Wells,  "that  he  may 
accept  work  in  Kings  Mountain  Presbytery  at  Lowell,  effective  August 
31,  1967."  The  congregation  concurred  with  Rev.  Wells  request. 

Rev.  Wells  spent  five  years  ministering  to  the  people  of  Unity  and  the 
Woodleaf  community.  Under  his  leadership  the  system  of  rotating  offi- 
cers was  again  established,  that  many  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  leadership  of  the  church,  under  the  direction  of  God. 
Coming  here,  as  he  did,  from  Back  Creek,  he  spent  a  goodly  portion  of 
his  ministry  serving  the  people  of  western  Rowan  County. 
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THE  BULLOCK  YEARS 

MALCOLM  MCLEOD  BULLOCK 

Following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Wells,  the  congregation  met  and 
elected  a  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee,  consisting  of  R.  H.  Fleming, 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Correll,  Mrs.  Mildred  Bost,  C.  C.  Williams,  and  Willie  Perrell. 
This  committee  began  to  actively  search  for  a  pastor,  however,  it  would 
be  over  a  year  before  the  next  installed  pastor  arrived  in  Unity's  manse. 
During  that  time  Dr.  Gregg  Singer,  Rev.  Milton  Faust,  and  others  filled 
the  pulpit. 

But  the  activity  of  the  church  did  not  cease.  One  prime  example  of  the 
way  the  congregation  continued  to  minister  to  pressing  needs  was  in  the 
establishment  of  a  "Welfare  Committee"  on  April  28,  1968.  The  Session 
approved  a  recommendation  that  Barron  Moore,  Mozelle  Gillean,  and 
Spence  Wetmore  form  this  committee,  and  that: 

(1)  Any  church  member  should  bring  immediately  to  the  attention  of  the 
elders  or  this  committee  any  case  of  need. 

(2)  the  committee  will  investigate  the  need  and  bring  recommendations 
to  the  Session 

(3)  that  a  certain  time  be  designated  to  receive  the  offering,  both  in  the 
morning  worship  service,  and  in  the  various  Sunday  School  classes 
with  all  donations  through  the  church  treasurer. 

This  was  not  just  a  policy  of  words.  It  was  used  over  and  over  again  in 
the  years  ahead,  and  the  congregation  continues  to  respond  to  immedi- 
ate needs  of  those  in  the  church  and  community  in  these  ways. 

The  Session  met  regularly  during  the  absence  of  an  installed  minister, 
often  moderated  by  Don  Watson,  E.  H.  Wetmore,  or  Willie  Perrell,  and 
the  congregation  continued  to  elect  officers  each  year  on  a  rotating 
basis. 

On  October  13,  1968,  the  Session  approved  a  motion  that  "we  invite 
the  Rev.  Malcolm  Bullock  for  a  fellowship  supper  on  Saturday  night  and 
to  preach  on  Sunday  as  per  se,  the  Nominating  Committee. "  The  congre- 
gation met  on  October  27,  1968,  and  by  a  vote  of  95  to  0,  voted  to  call 
the  Rev.  Malcolm  McLeod  Bullock  as  their  pastor.  The  terms  of  call  were 
as  follows: 

That  you  may  devote  yourself  wholly  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  among 
us,  we  obligate  ourselves  to  pay  the  sum  of  $6500  a  year  in  regular  month- 
ly payments,  and  will  pay  the  church's  portion  into  the  Ministers  Annuity 
Fund  on  that  basis  determined  by  the  General  Assembly,  during  the  time 
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of  your  being  and  continuing  in  the  pastoral  relationship  set  forth  in  this 

call  to  this  church. 

We  also  engage  to  provide: 

Group  Insurance  on  Minister  &  Family  $254.25 

Automobile  Expenses  $750.00 

Manse  With  Utilities  $350.00 

Book,  Periodicals  &  Office  Expense  $190.00 

and  Vacation  one  month 
Will  pay  moving  expenses. 

The  call  was  signed  by  W.  R.  Perrell,  C.  C.  Williams,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Correll, 
Robert  H.  Fleming,  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Bost,  and  again  by  W.  R.  Perrell  as 
moderator  of  the  congregational  meeting.  R.  H.  Fleming  and  C.  C. 
Williams  were  elected  commissioners  to  prosecute  the  call  before  Pres- 
bytery, and  Robert  F.  Bost  was  clerk  of  the  congregational  meeting.  With 
these  actions,  Unity  prepared  to  welcome  their  new  minister  and  his 
family.  They  did  so,  with  the  arrival  of  the  Bullocks  in  November,  1968, 
and  enfolded  them  in  their  loving  arms  for  nearly  ten  years. 

Malcolm  McLeod  Bullock  was  born  September  16,  1930,  in  Lumber- 
ton,  N.  C.  to  Albert  Rowland  and  Flora  Katie  McLeod  Bullock.  He  grew 
up  on  a  tobacco  farm  near  Fairmont  where  the  Bullock  family  had  lived 
since  prior  to  the  Revolution.  His  mother,  a  native  of  Elizabethtown, 
N.  C,  was  of  Highland  Scots  ancestry. 

Malcolm  graduated  from  Presbyterian  College  in  Clinton,  S.  C.  in 
1952.  It  was  during  his  freshman  year  there  that  he  had  a  deeply  moving 
Christian  experience  which  would  serve  as  a  profound  reminder  to  him 
during  the  days  ahead  of  the  marvelous  grace  of  God  in  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Malcolm  felt  and  responded  to  the  call  to 
the  Gospel  Ministry. 

There  was  a  strong  emphasis  on  world  missions  among  his  pre-minis- 
terial  colleagues,  and  Malcolm  made  a  decision  near  the  end  of  his 
freshman  year  to  become  a  missionary  to  China  if  the  way  should  be 
made  open  to  him. 

Malcolm  attended  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  Decatur,  Geor- 
gia, where  he  graduated  in  1955,  receiving  a  Bachelor's  of  Divinity 
degree  and  later  a  master's  degree  in  theology. 

Music  has  been  a  significant  interest  throughout  his  life  and  Malcolm 
has  used  this  talent  as  it  has  been  needed.  Both  while  in  college  and 
seminary  he  played  for  chapel  services. 

Malcolm's  first  pastorate  was  in  the  newly  organized  Beech  Street 
Presbyterian  Church  in  an  industrial  community  in  Gaffney,  South  Caro- 
lina. In  October  1957,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Cliffwood  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  a  new  congregation  which  ministered 
largely  to  military  personnel  at  Fort  Gordon.  While  there  he  was  married 
to  the  Sally  Anne  Bullock  of  Stovall,  N.  C.  on  December  29,  1959. 

In  the  fall  of  1960,  the  Bullocks  moved  to  Atlanta,  Georgia  where 
Malcolm  was  pastor  of  Lakewood  Presbyterian  Church.  Two  children, 
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Harriet  and  John,  were  born  during  the  years  in  Atlanta.  In  1963,  Mal- 
colm and  Sally  applied  to  the  Board  of  World  Missions  of  the  Presbyteri- 
an Church,  U.  S.  and  were  appointed  as  evangelistic  missionaries  to 
Taiwan.  They  left  for  Taiwan  in  October,  1963,  following  the  birth  of 
their  son,  James,  in  September. 

They  returned  on  furlough  in  June  1967,  and  their  son,  Stephen, 
was  born  in  September  of  that  year.  During  a  year  of  itineration  in  which 
they  reported  on  the  mission  work  in  Taiwan  they  felt  led  by  God  to 
resign  from  the  work  in  Taiwan  and  to  remain  in  the  U.S. 

In  November,  1968,  Malcolm  accepted  a  call  to  the  Unity  Presbyteri- 
an Church,  Woodleaf,  N.  C,  where  he  served  for  nearly  ten  years.  The 
Bullock's  daughter,  Susan,  was  born  there  in  1969.  The  years  in  Wood- 
leaf  will  always  be  treasured  by  each  member  of  the  Bullock  family. 

In  1978  Malcolm  accepted  a  call  to  the  Hopewell  Presbyterian 
Church,  Huntersville,  N.  C,  where  he  served  until  1983.  When  he 
returned  to  Rowan  County  to  become  pastor  of  the  Thyatira  Presbyteri- 
an Church  which  he  serves  at  the  present  time. 

Reflecting  on  his  life  pilgrimage  and  the  places  in  which  God  had 
given  him  the  privilege  of  serving,  Malcolm's  thoughts  can  best  be 
summed  up  in  the  Psalmist's  words  in  Psalm  16:6: 

"The  lines  have  fallen  for  me  in  pleasant  places,  yea,  I  have  a  goodly 
heritage." 

Rev.  Bullock  moderated  his  first  Session  meeting  at  Unity  on  Novem- 
ber 3,  1968,  and  his  last  on  October  1,  1978.  At  that  last  meeting,  "by 
unanimous  action,  the  Session  directed  that  a  resolution  be  written  com- 
mending the  Rev.  M.  Bullock  for  his  almost  ten  years  of  service  as  Pastor 
of  Unity  Church.  This  resolution  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Session  of  the 
Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  copy  entered  in  the  Session  Min- 
utes of  Unity."  The  resolution  read  as  follows: 

Gentlemen, 

By  unanimous  action  the  Session  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  had 
directed  that  a  resolution  be  written  as  a  means  of  expressing  the  feelings 
of  our  congregation  for  the  almost  ten  years  we  were  privileged  to  have 
Rev.  Malcolm  M.  Bullock  as  our  pastor. 

This  resolution  follows:  That  whereas  God  in  His  goodness  saw  fit  to 
direct  His  servant,  the  Rev.  Malcolm  M.  Bullock,  to  live  and  serve  among  us 
as  pastor  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church,  Woodleaf,  N.  C,  from  November 
15,  1968  until  October  15,  1978;  and  whereas  his  labors  have  been  en- 
riching and  greatly  beneficial  to  us;  and  whereas  these  years  have  been 
characterized  by  an  unusual  degree  of  harmony  and  peace  within  this 
congregation,  therefore  be  it  resolved: 

(1)  That  we  give  thanks  to  God  for  Mr.  Bullock's  ministry  here,  and  in 
particular  for  his  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel;  for  his  comfort- 
ing attendance  upon  the  sick  and  sorrowing;  for  his  wise  and  under- 
standing counselling  of  the  troubled  and  distressed;  for  his  readi- 
ness to  visit  the  congregation  and  others  in  the  community;  for  his 
diligent  work  with  the  youth;  for  his  interest  in  church  property 
improvement;  and  for  his  assumption  of  leadership  in  the  work  of 
Presbytery  and  in  community  activities. 
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(2)  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  Session, 
Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church,  Rt.  3,  Box  875,  Huntersville,  N.  C. 

(3)  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  entered  in  the  Session  minutes  of 
Unity  Presbyterian  Church.  We  commend  Rev.  Bullock  to  the  con- 
gregation of  Hopewell.  He  has  truly  left  us  an  example  of  what 
Christ  must  have  meant  when  He  commanded  us  to  "love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves". 

The  resolution  is  signed  by  the  nine  members  of  the  Session:  W.  R. 
Perrell,  C.  C.  Williams,  T.  S.  Gray,  J.  S.  Moore,  John  M.  Cheek,  Donald  K. 
Watson,  James  R.  Wetmore,  Sr.,  W.  S.  Wetmore,  Sr.,  and  Roger  L.  Wil- 
son. 

The  ten  year  ministry  at  Unity  by  Rev.  Bullock  was  eventful,  and  like 
all  fruitful  ministries  of  that  length,  would  fill  pages.  Bullock  used  Ses- 
sional committees  which  he  set  up  in  January,  1969.  At  that  time  three 
committees  were  established,  Worship  and  Commitment;  Witness  and 
Service;  and  Strengthening  the  Church  and  Planning  and  Research;  with 
three  elders  serving  on  each. 

On  March  2,  1 969,  Rev.  Bullock  informed  the  Session  that  the  Book  of 
Church  Order  requires  churches  to  hold  communion  at  least  four  times 
per  year.  It  was  decided  at  that  meeting  that  quarterly  communions 
would  be  held,  with  the  Preparatory  service  held  only  in  May  and  Octo- 
ber. 

The  Session  asked  Rev.  Bullock  to  "reactivate  the  youth  work  in  the 
church"  on  March  23,  1969.  Bullock,  with  the  help  of  his  wife  Sally,  and 
others  in  the  congregation  did  so.  The  youth  group  became  a  very  active 
part  of  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  church.  Bullock  took  the  group  on 
trips  to  Montreat,  Atlanta,  Banner  Elk,  and  elsewhere,  strengthening  the 
ties  of  Christian  faith. 

It  was  during  these  years  that  consideration  was  first  given  to  begin- 
ning a  "kindergarten"  at  Unity.  Some  in  the  community  felt  the  need, 
and  the  Session  discussed  it  on  numerous  occasions.  A  committee  was 
formed,  letters  were  sent  out  to  confirm  the  interest,  but  did  not  become 
a  reality  at  that  time.  However,  the  seeds  were  planted  that  made  it 
easier  to  begin  such  a  program  in  the  1980s. 

On  June  1,  1969,  the  deacons,  through  their  chairman,  W  R.  Perrell, 
outlined  a  proposal  for  making  repairs  to  the  sanctuary,  and  reported  on 
an  estimate  given  for  a  new  sanctuary.  This  was  done  at  a  congregational 
meeting,  and  the  congregation  voted  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks  to  consid- 
er the  proposals.  On  June  15,  1969,  the  congregation  met  again,  and  a 
motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  a  new  sanctuary  be  built.  The 
motion  was  defeated,  and  a  second  motion,  that  repairs  be  made  to  the 
present  sanctuary  and  a  fund  started  for  a  new  sanctuary  if  the  need 
arise,  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  67  to  2. 

Other  improvements  were  made  to  the  building  and  grounds  during 
these  years.  The  paved  basketball/tennis  court  was  added  (1972),  pew 
cushions  were  purchased  (1970),  grass  seed  was  sown  in  the  cemetery, 
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and  other  improvements  made  there,  the  wooden  shutters  were  placed 
in  the  sanctuary  (1973),  the  drape  and  cross  was  added  to  the  window 
behind  the  choir  loft  (1974),  carpet  was  placed  in  the  hallway  and 
fellowship  hall  (1975),  the  driveway  through  the  middle  of  the  cemetery 
was  paved  (1976),  a  ramp  was  added  near  the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary 
(1976),  the  church  driveway  and  parking  area  was  paved  (1976),  and 
concrete  was  poured  around  the  cemetery  markers  (1978).  These  are 
but  a  few  of  the  physical  improvements  made  during  these  years. 

The  Presbytery  of  Concord  was  invited  to  meet  at  Unity  for  its  sum- 
mer meeting  in  1971,  and  did  so,  on  July  20,  1971.  The  minutes  of  this 
Three  hundred  and  Ninety-First  Stated  Meeting  of  Concord  Presbytery 
expressed  its  grateful  appreciation  to  — 

(1)  the  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Malcolm  M. 
Bullock,  for  the  fine  hospitality  with  which  we  were  received,  for  the 
delicious  meal  we  were  served  and  for  attending  to  the  comfort  and 
entertainment  of  Presbytery. 

Elder  Robert  Bost  represented  Unity  at  this  meeting  of  Presbytery,  and 
many  current  members  remember  the  excitement  —  and  hard  work!  — 
of  that  day. 

Missions  and  music  were  two  focuses  of  the  Bullock  years  —  because 
of  Rev.  Bullock's  love  for  both.  Song  services  —  with  Malcolm  at  the 
piano  —  ,  special  concerts  by  choirs  from  various  colleges,  and  the 
coming  of  Ray  Shytle  as  organist,  were  some  of  the  highlights  of  these 
years. 

Unity's  emphasis  on  missions  and  Rev.  Bullock's  deep  concern  for 
world  missions  were  well  matched.  Mission  support  continued  to  be  a 
high  priority  during  these  years.  Special  offerings  were  received  for 
many  mission  causes,  and  the  church  continued  to  support  Helen  Bailey 
in  the  Philippines,  Joe  and  Estelle  Wilkerson  in  Taiwan,  and  Louise 
Fleming  in  Zaire,  all  members  of  this  church.  (Dr.  Joe  Wilkerson  joined 
Unity  during  this  time,  and  on  July  31,  1977,  was  elected  an  elder  "to 
serve  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  congregation  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time".) 

So  strong  was  the  desire  of  Unity  members  to  support  the  mission  of 
the  church,  that  in  1968  the  congregation  gave  more  to  benevolences 
than  they  spent  on  current  expenses!  The  Presbyterian  Survey  heard  of 
this,  and  wrote  to  find  out  the  reasons  for  this.  Mrs.  Rosanna  Swink  was 
appointed  by  the  Session  to  write  a  reply  to  the  Survey. 

Mission  speakers  from  many  parts  of  the  world  were  frequent  visitors 
at  Unity,  and  the  congregation  was  well  informed  about  the  needs  of 
missionaries,  and  those  they  served  in  many  countries.  Rev.  Bullock  was 
given  permission  on  many  occasions  to  speak  about  missions  in  other 
churches,  as  an  outreach  of  the  ministry  here.  He  was  very  active  in 
missions  on  the  Presbytery  and  General  Assembly  level. 

Another  of  Rev.  Bullock's  loves  was  history,  and  this  was  seen  in  his 
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ministry  in  various  ways.  Homecomings  —  in  1973  and  1978  —  were 
major  occasions  and  times  for  celebrating.  In  1976  the  congregation 
participated  in  the  celebration  of  our  nation's  bicentennial  by  forming  a 
committee  chaired  by  Julia  Wetmore  and  Vera  Kluttz,  and  consisting  of 
these  plus  Jane  Watson,  Janet  Brown,  Carolyn  Atwell,  June  Fleming  and 
Barron  Moore.  Many  members  of  the  congregation  participated,  with 
the  men  growing  beards  and  the  women  wearing  18th  century  clothing 
for  the  celebration. 

It  was  in  1975,  through  a  generous  gift  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Potts,  daughter 
of  Rev.  M.  A.  Henderson,  former  minister  of  Unity,  that  the  pictures  of 
former  ministers  were  gathered  and  hung  in  the  hallway  of  the  church. 

A  pictorial  directory  was  done  in  1977,  and  also  that  year,  the  church 
locked  for  the  first  time.  The  church  had  been  entered  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  there  was  concern  over  the  potential  threat  "to  the  safety  of 
the  building  and  contents  by  these  unauthorized  entries."  The  Session 
felt  the  best  solution  to  the  problem  would  be  to  begin  locking  the  doors, 
although  there  was  feeling  then  —  as  there  is  now  —  that  the  house  of 
the  Lord  should  never  be  locked.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  humankind 
that  this  must  be  done. 

A  memorial  policy  was  established  in  1978,  in  order  to  "encourage 
memorial  giving"  and  to  "have  a  policy  that  would  apply  uniformly  in  all 
instances".  The  policy  (still  in  effect)  states  that  all  memorial  gifts  go  into 
a  common  "Memorial  Fund",  administered  by  the  Session.  Memorial 
gifts  are  listed  in  the  church  bulletin,  with  appropriate  names,  but  no 
amounts.  Items  purchased  with  memorial  gifts  are  also  made  known,  but 
no  names  are  associated  with  items  purchased  with  memorial  funds. 

Two  elders  died  during  these  years  while  serving  the  church  in  that 
office.  Robert  H.  Fleming  died  on  September  9,  1973.  He  served  Unity 
as  an  elder  for  over  thirty  years,  and  was  clerk  of  the  Session  for  thirteen 
years.  Edwin  H.  Wetmore  died  on  February  8,  1974.  He  had  served  for 
over  ten  years  as  an  elder.  The  church  deeply  felt  the  loss  of  these  two 
faithful  servants  of  God. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  highlights  of  these  years.  It  was  a  sad  day 
for  Unity  and  Woodleaf  when  the  Bullocks  said  goodbye.  Close  relation- 
ships with  many  members  of  Unity  were  formed  which  continue  to  this 
day.  God  greatly  blessed  Unity  church  through  Rev.  Bullock  and  his 
family. 

Following  is  a  story  of  an  incident  at  Unity,  told  by  Rev.  Bullock,  and  a 
sermon  he  preached  while  serving  here. 

One  of  the  more  humorous  events  while  we  were  in  Woodleaf  oc- 
curred in  the  spring  of  the  early  '70s.  During  the  approximately  ten  days 
just  prior  to  Easter  of  that  year,  I  recall  the  odor  of  a  skunk  inside  the 
church.  Naturally,  I  kept  hoping  that  it  would  go  away  but  on  Saturday 
night  before  Easter  morning  the  odor  was  still  very  strong.  Wondering 
how  to  solve  the  problem,  my  mind  turned  to  an  elder  who  seemed  to 
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have  a  knack  for  solutions  to  certain  problems  —  Kenneth  Gillean.  So,  I 
phoned  him  and  told  him  my  dilemma.  He  thought  for  a  moment  and 
said  something  like  this  —  "let  me  think  about  it  tonight  and  I'll  have  a 
solution  for  you  in  the  morning."  Sure  enough  he  arrived  before  anyone 
else  Sunday  morning,  handed  me  a  paper  bag  and  said,  "give  one  of  these 
to  every  one  who  comes  to  church  and  tell  them  to  put  it  on  their  nose  on 
entering  the  church."  Guess  what  was  inside!  Clothespins  .  .  . 

How  did  the  service  go?  Well  the  day  was  neither  hot  nor  cold,  but  a 
day  when  opening  the  outside  doors  to  the  sanctuary  seemed  just  right. 
And  I  don't  think  anyone  detected  the  odor  of  the  skunk. 

The  following  week  someone  crawled  under  the  church,  found  a  dead 
skunk,  and  removed  it. 

The  story  one  elder  related  to  me  was  that  the  skunk  found  its  way 
under  the  church,  heard  my  preaching  and  fell  over  dead.  If  my  memory 
is  correct  his  initials  are  W.  S.  W.? 


OUR  UNIVERSAL  OBLIGATION 

OR 
WHY  WORLD  WIDE  MISSIONS 

Scripture  —  Romans  1:8-17 

A  SERMON  BY  MALCOLM  M.  BULLOCK 

Have  you  ever  wondered  just  what  motivates  some  people  —  often 
gifted  and  talented  people  —  to  leave  their  jobs  and  families  and  go  to 
another  country  to  spend  many  of  the  best  years  of  their  lives  as  mission- 
aries? What  would  cause  a  person  to  break  off  ties  with  the  familiar 
surroundings  of  childhood,  or  the  promise  of  a  very  successful  career, 
only  to  go  into  an  unfamiliar  country  on  another  side  of  the  world  and 
learn  a  strange  sounding  language?  Why  would  someone  leave  a  country 
with  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  hospitals  and  medical  treatment  to 
live  amid  unbelievable  primitive  conditions  where  sanitation  standards 
are  unbelievably  poor  and  medical  treatment  immeasurably  behind 
what  we  take  for  granted  in  the  good  old  U.S.A.? 

Were  you  to  have  asked  this  question  to  the  Apostle  Paul  he  might 
have  given  you  one  of  several  reasons.  Indeed,  he  does  approach  this 
question  from  different  vantage  points  in  his  epistles.  These  are  not 
contradictory,  but  rather  complement  and  supplement  each  other. 

To  the  church  at  Rome  he  put  it  this  way:  "/  am  debtor  both  to  the 
Greeks,  and  Barbarians;  both  to  the  wise  and  to  the  unwise.  So,  as  much  as 
in  me  is,  I  am  ready  to  preach  the  gospel  to  you  that  are  at  Rome  also  for  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the 
Greeks."  (Romans  1:14-16) 
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In  this  passage  Paul  is  saying  that  he  is  under  obligation  to  the  world. 
In  expressing  that  sense  of  obligation  he  uses  a  strong  and  rather  unpop- 
ular word  —  "debtor."  Here  is  the  way  Dr.  J.  B.  Phillips  translated  these 
words  from  the  original  Greek  text:  I  feel  myself  under  a  sort  of  universal 
obligation,  I  owe  something  to  all  men,  from  cultured  to  ignorant  savage. " 

This  is  different  from  our  approach  to  world  missions.  Do  we  not  feel 
that  any  person  who  pours  out  his/her  life  in  the  mission  field  is  being 
needlessly  good?  Don't  we  think  of  people  who  give  sacrificially  of  their 
money  to  support  overseas  mission  work  as  going  beyond  their  responsi- 
bility or  "beyond  the  call  of  duty"  so-to-speak? 

Paul  did  not  see  it  this  way.  Had  you  bumped  into  him  in  the  first 
century  when  he  was  about  the  Lord's  work  and  exclaimed  how  wonder- 
ful you  thought  he  was  in  risking  his  life  to  take  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  a 
lot  of  benighted  and  thankless  pagans  in  a  strange  land,  he  would  quickly 
have  brushed  it  aside,  and  stated:  "I'm  not  doing  anything  at  all;  I  am 
merely  paying  my  debts."  What  had  Greeks  and  Romans  done  for  Paul  to 
cause  him  to  feel  indebted  to  them?  Had  we  lived  in  Paul's  day  and 
possessed  a  diary  of  all  his  happenings,  we  would  know  beyond  any 
question,  the  answer  —  nothing.  While  we  do  not  possess  such  a  diary, 
we  do  know  nevertheless,  that  these  groups  had  done  absolutely  nothing 
for  this  servant  of  Christ. 

Why,  then  did  Paul  feel  a  debtor  to  them?  The  answer  is  crystal  clear. 
Paul  felt  very  strongly  that  he  had  in  his  possession  what  the  world 
desperately  needed.  On  one  occasion  European  friends  asked  Dr.  Albert 
Schweitzer,  famous  medical  missionary  to  Africa,  why  he  was  turning  his 
back  on  a  brilliant  and  lucrative  career  in  Europe  and  going  out  to 
Lambarene,  he  replied  forthrightly:  "Because  I  have  what  they  need." 
His  sense  of  being  a  debtor  was  very  much  akin  to  a  physician  who 
realizes  that  medical  knowledge  and  skill  are  not  merely  a  private  pos- 
session. 

I  well  recall  the  '40s  when  I  would  read  the  Raleigh  News  and  Observ- 
er with  the  daily  listing,  by  county,  of  the  new  polio  victims.  This  was  a 
very  grim  and  dreadful  thing.  Throughout  our  community  and  beyond 
people  were  always  fearful,  wondering  just  where  it  would  strike  next. 

How  well  I  remember  the  day  when  the  news  as  splashed  across  the 
newspapers  telling  about  Dr.  Joseph  Salk  and  his  wonderful  discovery  of 
a  polio  preventative  vaccine.  To  me,  along  with  untold  millions  of  peo- 
ple, he  was  a  glorious  hero!  With  his  discovery,  the  news  spread  around 
the  world  immediately. 

When  Madame  Curie  discovered  radium  and  was  advised  by  some  of 
her  friends  to  sell  her  knowledge  for  profit,  she  said:  "Radium  is  an 
instrument  of  mercy  and  belongs  to  the  world." 

Think  of  the  untold  men  and  women  through  the  centuries  of  the 
Christian  church  who  gave  of  themselves  so  freely  —  their  time,  talents 
and  resources  —  to  share  with  the  world  the  love  of  Christ  and  the 
abundant  life  which  they  found  in  Him. 
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Martha  Berry  of  Rome,  Georgia,  comes  to  my  mind  as  one  example.  As 
a  young  lady,  living  in  a  very  affluent  home,  she  noticed  the  poor  chil- 
dren of  the  north  Georgia  mountains  peering  in  the  windows  of  her  large 
comfortable  home  on  Sunday  afternoons.  Her  heart  was  touched  and  she 
began  a  Sunday  School  class  with  them.  Word  spread  and  her  classes 
grew  quickly.  Soon  she  started  a  boarding  school  to  teach  them  the 
rudiments  of  education.  Why  did  she  turn  her  back  on  a  life  of  ease  and 
social  prominence  to  minister  in  love  to  these  ragged,  ignorant,  under- 
nourished children  of  the  north  Georgia  mountains?  What  had  these 
boys  and  girls  ever  done  for  Martha  Berry  to  put  her  under  obligation  to 
them?  Or  Ann  Sullivan  Macy,  sacrificing  herself  to  give  Helen  Keller 
eyes  and  ears  and  a  tongue.  What  had  she  ever  done  for  Ann  Sullivan? 
The  answer  to  both  questions  is  the  same  —  absolutely  nothing. 

Paul  could  have  gotten  out  of  this  work  —  He  did  not  have  to  do  it.  He 
could  have  given  himself  to  full  time  tent  making.  Or,  he  could  have 
taught  in  one  of  the  schools  of  his  day,  et  cetera.  But  deep  down  within 
Paul  was  the  knowledge  that,  even  as  was  true  with  his  Lord  and  Saviour, 
so  he  "must  be  about  his  Father's  business."  Or  as  Jesus  expressed  it  on 
another  occasion:  "I  must  work  the  works  of  Him  who  sent  me  while  it  is 
day;  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work. " 

Just  how  did  Paul  expect  to  pay  his  debt  to  the  world?  Although  the 
Romans  of  Paul's  day  were  getting  along  okay  in  certain  respects,  Paul, 
nevertheless,  mentions  their  sexual  vices  and  then  adds  these  words 
about  them?  "filled  with  all  manner  of  wickedness,  depravity,  lust,  and 
viciousness,  filled  to  the  brim  with  envy,  murder,  quarrels,  intrigues,  and 
malignity  —  slanderers,  defamers,  outrageous,  haughty,  boastful,  inven- 
tive of  evil,  disobedient  to  parents,  devoid  of  conscience,  false  to  the  word, 
callous,  merciless."  (Romans  1:29-31,  Moffat's  Translation) 

Rome  had  her  legions  everywhere  and  was  a  mighty  military  power. 
She  was  wealthy,  respected,  and  feared.  But  she  was  rotten  to  the  core! 
She  desperately  needed  the  healing  from  the  Divine  Physician.  You  can 
read  the  story  of  the  'Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire'. 

Well,  Paul  knew  that  the  only  thing  under  heaven  that  could  change 
that  kind  of  society  was  redeeming  power  of  God  in  Christ.  The  only 
thing  that  could  make  her  pure  and  clean  and  noble  and  good  was  a 
"fountain  filled  with  blood,  drawn  from  Immanuel's  veins."  That  is  why 
he  said  so  forcefully,  "I  am  ready  to  preach  the  gospel." 

We  have  at  our  fingertips  that  good  news  which,  when  shared,  can 
transform  the  world. 

How  well  I  remember  a  very  moving  incident  in  the  early  '60s  when 
Dr.  John  Melton,  then  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  told  of  his  experiences  on  a  recent  trip  to  Africa.  With 
great  passion  and  vivid  language,  he  shared  the  trip  with  a  men's  meeting 
of  Augusta  —  Macon  Presbytery  (Georgia).  He  related  that  while  there 
he  saw  so  many  groups  of  people,  including  the  giants  of  Africa.  There 
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was  one  group,  however,  that  he  had  always  wanted  to  see  but  it  ap- 
peared that  he  would  likely  be  unable  to  see  —  the  pygmies  of  Africa. 
Each  time  he  mentioned  seeing  them,  someone  would  say  something 
very  discouraging,  like:  "Don't  know  why  you  want  to  see  them  as  no 
one  can  communicate  with  them.  They  have  no  language  as  such,  but 
just  make  guttural  sounds."  Again  someone  else  would  say:  "They  are 
very  difficult  to  find  as  they  live  in  the  deep  forests  and  are  always  on  the 
move."  Because  he  was  so  determined  to  see  them,  Dr.  Melton's  friends 
in  Africa  arranged  for  a  trip  to  the  pygmies.  He  told  of  flying  one  after- 
noon in  a  small  plane  for  several  hours  over  thick  forest.  From  time  to 
time  the  pilot  would  tip  the  wings  so  as  to  call  attention  to  large  herds  of 
animals  below  —  such  as  elephants,  giraffes,  et  cetera.  In  late  afternoon 
they  stopped  in  a  town  for  the  night.  Dr.  Melton's  guide  told  him  that  he 
would  call  him  at  2:00  a.m.  the  following  morning.  Sure  enough  at  2:00 
a.m.  they  left  by  jeep  for  a  nearly  two  hour  drive  over  a  very  narrow 
rough  road  into  the  deep  forests.  Then  they  stopped  and  the  guide  told 
Dr.  Melton  that  this  was  where  they  got  out.  With  mixed  emotions, 
including  great  apprehension,  as  well  as  curiosity,  Dr.  Melton  stepped 
out  under  an  umbrella  of  trees  where  all  the  sounds  of  nature  could  be 
heard  from  the  singing  of  many  creatures  in  the  deep  forest.  The  guide 
and  Dr.  Melton  took  a  few  steps  and  stopped.  They  waited,  and  as  the 
first  light  of  day  dawned  about  them,  their  eyes  were  drawn  to  a  small 
nearby  hut  where  a  very  small  woman  was  nursing  a  newborn  baby.  Just 
outside  the  hut  stood  a  small  man  clad  only  in  a  loin  cloth,  with  a  bow  and 
arrow  drawn  for  defense  should  he  sense  the  need  to  use  it.  Dr.  Melton 
and  his  friend  stood  frozen  for  awhile.  Then  they  observed  the  man 
making  guttural  sounds  and  his  wife  answering  with  a  similar  sound. 
After  having  heard  these  sounds  for  a  few  times,  Dr.  Melton  summoned 
his  courage  and  attempted  to  make  the  same  sound,  whereupon  the  man 
and  wife,  somewhat  startled,  looked  at  each  other.  Then  the  man,  scarce- 
ly more  than  half  the  weight  of  Dr.  Melton,  came  over  to  him,  put  his 
bow  and  arrow  aside,  and  suddenly  embraced  Dr.  Melton's  leg  in  a  vice 
like  grip.  Dr.  Melton  said  he  looked  down  at  the  body  of  the  dirty  little 
pygmy  and  thought  —  "What  this  pygmy  needs,  what  the  Soviet  Union 
needs,  what  the  world  needs  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ."  And  then  he 
adds:  "I  reached  down  and  gave  that  little  guy  the  biggest  hug  in  the 
world."  This  brings  greater  meaning  to  the  truth  of  the  grand  old  hymn: 

"O  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing,  My  dear  Redeemer's  praise,  the 

glories  of  my  God  and  King,  the  triumphs  of  His  grace! 
Jesus,  the  name  that  charms  our  fears,  that  bids  our  sorrows  cease;  'tis 

music  in  the  sinners'  ears,  'tis  life,  and  health,  and  peace. 
He  breaks  the  power  of  reigning  sin,  He  sets  the  prisoner  free;  His 

blood  can  make  the  sinful  clean,  His  blood  availed  for  me. 
My  gracious  Master  and  my  God,  assist  me  to  proclaim,  to  spread 

through  all  the  earth  abroad,  the  honors  of  Thy  name.  Amen." 
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All  of  us  cannot  be  missionaries  abroad,  but  there  are  many  ways 
whereby  we  can  share  the  love  of  Christ.  The  hymnwriter  expressed  it 
this  way: 

"If  you  cannot  speak  like  angels,  If  you  cannot  preach  like  Paul, 
you  can  tell  the  love  of  Jesus,  you  can  say  He  died  for  all. 
If  you  cannot  rouse  the  wicked  with  the  judgement's  dread 
alarms,  you  can  lead  the  little  children  to  the  Saviour's  waiting 
arms. " 

The  poet  expressed  it  in  these  words: 

"If  I  have  strength,  I  owe  the  service  of  the  strong; 
If  melody  I  have,  I  owe  the  world  a  song. 
If  I  can  stand  when  all  around  my  post  are  falling; 
If  I  can  run  with  speed  when  needy  hearts  are  calling. 
And  if  my  torch  can  light  the  dark  of  any  night, 
Then,  I  must  pay  the  debt  I  owe  with  living  light. 

"If  heaven's  grace  has  dowered  me  with  some  rare  gift; 
If  I  can  lift  some  load  no  other's  strength  can  lift; 
If  I  can  heal  some  wound  no  other  hand  can  heal; 
If  some  great  truth  the  speaking  skies  to  me  reveal, 
Then  I  must  go  a  broken  and  a  wounded  thing, 
And  to  a  wounded  world  my  gifts  of  healing  bring. " 
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THESE  PAST  TEN 

YEARS 

FRANK  CHARLES  COLLIER 

A  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee  was  elected  on  September  24,  1978, 
consisting  of  elder  W.  R.  Perrell  (chairman),  deacon  June  Fleming,  Jane 
Watson  from  the  church-at-large,  Kathi  Bost  from  the  Women  of  the 
Church,  and  Gail  Deal  and  Libby  Wetmore  from  the  youth.  (The  com- 
mittee was  to  consist  of  five  members,  but  since  there  was  a  tie  in  the 
voting  between  Miss  Deal  and  Miss  Wetmore,  both  were  elected.)  This 
committee  began  the  process  of  searching  for  the  next  minister  of  Unity. 

On  the  evening  of  September  24,  1978,  elders  were  appointed  to 
various  responsibilities  for  the  period  of  time  the  church  would  be  with- 
out a  pastor.  Maxie  Cheek  was  appointed  to  arrange  pulpit  supplies  and 
to  co-ordinate  the  Wednesday  night  prayer  service  with  Spence  Wet- 
more assisting.  Summers  Moore  and  Tom  Gray  were  appointed  to  con- 
tinue the  tape  ministry  (a  ministry  begun  during  the  Bullock  years  of 
taking  a  tape  of  the  worship  service  to  shut-ins).  Roger  Wilson  was 
appointed  to  work  with  the  Sunday  School  superintendent  to  obtain  a 
teacher  for  the  Senior  High  and  the  College/Young  Adult  classes,  and 
Bob  Wetmore  and  C.  C.  Williams  were  to  co-ordinate  visits  to  the  sick. 
The  Reverend  Milton  Faust  moderated  the  three  Session  meetings  held 
prior  to  the  coming  of  the  next  pastor. 

The  wait  for  the  next  pastor  was  not  long.  By  November,  1978,  the 
Session,  working  with  Presbytery,  had  secured  the  service  of  Rev.  Frank 
Collier  as  an  Interim  Supply.  The  Colliers  moved  into  the  manse  for  a 
three  month  interim,  however,  they  were  invited  to  remain  for  two 
additional  periods  —  for  a  total  of  nine  months.  Rev.  Collier  moderated 
his  first  Session  meeting  here  on  November  26,  1978. 

Frank  Charles  Collier  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  the  capital  of  Scotland 
on  August  13,  1921,  second  child  of  Francis  Charles  and  Margaret 
McQueen  Collier.  Across  the  street  from  his  home  was  farmland  and  so 
he  had  the  advantages  of  the  city  as  well  as  the  open  air  and  freedom  of 
the  country.  He  was  educated  first  at  Gorgie  Elementary  School  where 
excellent  teachers  helped  him  win  a  scholarship  to  Boroughmuir  Secon- 
dary School.  From  there  another  scholarship  helped  him  to  study  at 
Edinburg  University,  where  he  graduated  M.A.  in  1943,  majoring  in 
English,  Latin  and  French.  The  next  nine  years  were  spent  working  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  on  a  scheme  to  help  farm 
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workers  to  make  a  start  farming  on  their  own  account.  However,  the 
indoor,  desk-bound  side  of  the  work  did  not  satisfy  Frank  Collier,  so  in 
1952,  he  joined  the  British  Army  as  an  officer,  serving  with  infantry 
battalions  in  England,  Nigeria,  the  Gold  Coast  (now  Ghana)  and  back  in 
England.  It  was  at  this  time,  in  1953,  in  fact,  that  he  met  Jean  Moody  at  a 
Valentine's  Day  party.  Jean  was  then  working  in  the  Far  Eastern  Division 
of  the  BBC  on  Audience  Research.  After  years  of  letters  flying  between 
Britain  and  West  Africa,  they  were  married  in  London  on  Halloween  in 
1956.  Soon  after,  on  leaving  the  Army,  they  travelled  to  Thailand  to 
teach  English  to  Siamese  students  at  Wat  Ohebsirindra  School  for  Boys 
and  Sai  Punya  School  for  Girls  in  Bangkok.  Their  first  son,  Malcolm,  was 
born  there  in  1957.  The  Thai  climate  was  hard  to  endure,  so  they  ex- 
changed it  for  the  Sudan  in  1961,  to  teach  at  the  Khartoum  Secondary 
School  for  Boys  and  the  Ahlia  School  in  Omdurman.  During  the  next  five 
years,  their  second  son  Robin  and  third  son  Duncan  were  born.  In  fact, 
Duncan  was  born  during  severe  civil  strife  in  1966;  on  his  first  evening, 
soldiers  and  police  fought  pitched  battles  with  mobs  in  the  street  behind 
the  maternity  hospital! 

Life  in  the  Sudan  became  too  chaotic  to  raise  a  family  peacefully. 
Besides,  temperatures  often  soared  to  127  degrees.  The  death  of  John 
Kennedy  in  1964  had  turned  thoughts  towards  the  U.S.A.  and  the  Col- 
liers were  encouraged  to  immigrate  there  by  Frank's  sister,  Peggy,  who 
was  married  to  an  American  and  living  in  Virginia  Beach.  Visa  applica- 
tions were  set  afoot  and  by  a  minor  miracle  were  completed  in  seven 
months,  then  a  very  short  time!  The  Colliers  traveled  to  the  United 
States  in  1966  and  within  ten  days  had  a  house  rented  and  furnished  in 
Virginia  Beach  and  a  contract  to  teach  in  Princess  Anne  High  School.  It 
was  a  splendid  post  for  an  immigrant  teacher,  because  Frank  Collier  was 
given  the  superior  English  classes  in  the  senior  year.  The  next  five  years 
were  busy  ones  at  school  and  in  the  new  home  the  Colliers  built  in 
Windsor  Woods.  During  these  years  Frank  underwent  serious  surgery 
requiring  many  blood  transfusions.  The  students  at  Princess  Anne  High 
School  became  blood  donors  to  pay  for  this,  and  in  time  the  Bible  Club, 
of  which  Frank  Collier  was  sponsor,  made  this  a  regular  project.  In  his 
last  year  394  pints  of  blood  were  donated  in  one  day  in  the  high  school 
gymnasium! 

The  Colliers  have  always  been  involved  with  church  work.  Frank  was 
baptized  and  grew  up  in  the  St.  Bride's  Parish  Church  of  Scotland  in 
Edinburgh.  But  in  those  far-off  days  worship  in  the  Scottish  Kirk  was  far 
from  interesting  and  exciting  for  youngsters.  However,  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Scotland  was  the  very  opposite;  so  Frank  Collier  joined  it  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  and  remained  a  member  for  years  to  come.  His 
interest  was  mainly  in  choral  singing,  first  as  a  treble,  then  as  a  bass.  In 
Khartoum  he  was  still  singing,  in  the  magnificent  and  beautiful  All  Saints 
Cathedral  which  was  built  as  a  memorial  to  Charles  George  Gordon  who 
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gave  his  life  to  destroy  the  slave  trade  in  the  Sudan.  When  the  Colliers 
came  to  the  U.S.A.  they  joined  the  St.  Francis  Episcopal  Church  in 
Virginia  Beach.  Frank  became  a  lay  reader  with  a  license  to  preach  from 
the  Bishop  of  Southern  Virginia.  It  was  there  that  the  great  decision  to 
enter  the  ministry  was  made.  That  involved  returning  to  the  Presbyteri- 
an Church  in  1970.  The  Presbytery  of  Norfolk  accepted  Frank  as  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry  and  the  Collier  family  moved  to  Richmond, 
Virginia,  to  enter  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  in  August 
1971.  The  next  three  years  were  given  over  mainly  to  study,  but  there 
was  an  interlude  in  the  summer  of  1 972  when  they  went  to  Edisto  Island, 
South  Carolina,  for  a  summer  pastorate.  Life  in  Edisto  may  appear  to  be 
hot  and  dreamy,  but  it  had  its  excitements,  including  rattlesnakes  in  the 
manse  garden  and  landing  hammerhead  sharks  (two)  on  the  fishing  pier! 
One  unforgettable  memory  was  the  memorial  in  the  churchyard  to  three 
elders  who  donated  some  slaves  to  be  sold  to  buy  the  communion  silver. 

Life  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  included  studying  under  such 
now-retired  "Greats"  as  John  Bright,  Newton  Thomas  and  Mathias  Rissi. 
Some  happy  hours  were  spent  with  Jim  Smylie,  the  guest  speaker  and 
preacher  at  the  Unity  Bicentennial!  A  family  of  five  takes  some  looking 
after  and  Jean's  150%  support  made  Frank's  years  in  Union  Theological 
Seminary  productive  ones.  The  family  was  strongly  supported  by  the 
Norfolk  Foundation  and  others.  Graduation  followed  in  1974  and  a  call 
to  the  Rumple  Memorial  Church  of  Blowing  Rock,  North  Carolina, 
where  they  served  until  late  1978.  They  were  seriously  planning  to 
return  to  Scotland  and  a  spell  of  nine  months  as  interim  pastor  at  Unity 
Church  offered  a  chance  to  work  on  this.  However,  life  at  Unity  turned 
out  to  be  a  wonderful  spell  with  splendid  people  who  supported  their 
wee  kirk  with  heart  and  soul  as  well  as  their  money.  Nobody  could  be  the 
pastor  of  Unity  Church  and  not  love  every  minute  of  it.  Grand  memories 
often  rise.  Who  remembers  the  night  of  the  Shrove  Tuesday  pancake 
supper?  Or  the  Wednesday  evening  prayer  meeting  when  we  pretended 
to  have  already  started  when  Uncle  Ralph  arrived  —  he  who  had  NEVER 
EVER  been  late?  Who  remembers  the  Collier  dogs  —  Trixie  the  setter 
and  Trudi  the  German  shepherd?  They  traveled  far  and  wide  and  had  to 
be  brought  home  from  miles  away  many  an  evening.  How  the  dogs  loved 
to  watch  the  action  in  milking  parlors  or  study  the  peahens  at  the  Old 
Wetmore  house! 

Just  before  time  came  to  leave  Unity,  the  Norview  Church  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  made  a  second  attempt  to  get  Frank  Collier  to  serve  as  their 
pastor.  This  time  they  succeeded  —  on  a  two  or  three  year  basis.  So  off 
the  family  went  again  and  enjoyed  a  happy  stay  with  one  of  the  Church's 
most  friendly  congregations.  But  it  was  still  just  a  stepping  stone  towards 
returning  to  Scotland.  In  November,  1981,  the  Colliers  left  90  degrees 
sunshine  to  arrive  in  the  middle  of  the  coldest  winter  Scotland  had  had 
for  100  years!  Under  the  rules  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  a  minister 
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seeking  a  pulpit  must  have  no  ties  with  any  other  congregation,  which 
means  "no  job,  no  income."  But  the  Lord  was  obviously  on  their  side, 
because  in  February  1982,  Frank  Collier  preached  for  a  vacancy  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  in  the  following  month  he  was  inducted  as  minister 
of  a  country  charge  with  the  longest  name  in  the  Scottish  Kirk  —  The 
Linked  Parishes  of  Forgue-Inverkeithny  with  Ythan  Wells-Auchaber.  It 
consists  of  four  former  parishes  which  have  been  sadly  depopulated  by 
agricultural  mechanization.  Three  of  the  churches  are  still  in  use,  which 
means  two  services  every  Sunday  morning.  And  everyone  in  the  parish 
depends  on  farming  for  a  livelihood.  But  the  parishes  are  blessed  with 
magnificent  scenery  and  possession  of  the  oldest  communion  silver  in 
Scotland,  some  of  it  made  around  1560. 

The  Collier  boys  are  scattered  nowadays.  Malcolm  lives  in  Florida 
where  he  works  on  small  "family  size"  aircraft.  Duncan  is  still  in  North 
Carolina,  working  as  a  chef.  Robin  is  in  Scotland,  married  and  working  in 
Edinburgh  with  an  auto  spares  chain.  The  future?  For  the  Colliers  it 
looks  like  retirement  and  moving  to  a  warmer  place  in  three  years  time 
.  .  .  there  to  cherish  the  memories  of  people  like  the  folks  of  Woodleaf, 
who  are  often  fondly  remembered  in  Collier  family  conversation. 

The  Colliers  were  at  Unity  from  November,  1978,  until  August,  1979. 
Those  nine  months  were  filled  with  activity  as  the  congregation  enjoyed 
the  preaching  of  this  Scotsman,  and  learned  from  his  wide  experiences. 
During  this  time  elder  Maxie  Cheek  represented  our  church  and  Presby- 
tery at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1979,  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 

Seven  persons  united  with  the  church  during  these  months.  Another 
elder  was  lost  to  the  church  through  death.  Thomas  Sutherland  Gray 
died  on  April  9,  1979.  The  Session  prepared  a  memorial  for  elder  Gray, 
which  read  in  part: 

Thomas  Gray  was  a  man  of  the  firmest  convictions  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  his  Redeemer  and  Friend.  He  lived  the  life  of  the  congregation  fully  and 
joyfully;  he  was  particularly  happy  in  his  membership  of  the  Session  House 
Sunday  School  Class.  In  his  many  personal  relationships  —  as  son,  brother, 
husband,  father,  grandfather,  colleague  —  he  was  a  testimonial  to  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  especially  in  the  challenge  to  love  his  neighbor  as 
himself. 

This  memorial  is  recorded  in  the  Session  minutes,  and  a  copy  furnished 
to  his  family. 

In  a  letter  written  to  the  Unity  congregation  in  1988,  Collier  writes: 

I  may  have  had  one  of  the  shortest  pastorates  in  the  church's  200  years, 
but  I  warrant  you  no  pastor  enjoyed  himself  more  among  the  Woodleaf 
folks.  When  Jean  and  I  reminisce,  our  days  in  Woodleaf  are  often  recalled 
and  re-enjoyed. 

I'll  never  forget  Talton's  [Correll]  grisly  tale  of  the  funerals  at  the  little 
mausoleum  in  the  churchyard.  Or  the  night  I  went  over  to  the  churchyard 
after  dark  to  see  who  were  the  people  moving  about  there.  At  that  time 
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there  had  been  a  spate  of  vandalism  in  old  churchyards  in  N.  C.  Were  they 
vandals?  No,  just  a  sheriff  and  about  a  dozen  deputies,  all  armed  to  the 
teeth  and  searching  for  someone  on  the  run. 

The  sights  and  smells  and  tastes  of  Woodleaf  are  unforgettable  .  .  . 
pecans  by  the  bagful  .  .  .  strawberries  by  the  thousands  .  .  .  corn  and 
cantaloupes  as  only  Spence  [Wetmore]  could  grow  them  .  .  .  tomatoes  by 
the  ton  .  .  .  pork  barbecuing  all  day  ...  by  golly,  how  you  Woodleaf  folks 
live  it  up!  If  I  said  you  lived  high  on  the  hog,  there  isn't  a  hog  high  enough 
to  match  your  appetites! 

Before  I  vanish  into  a  cloud  of  hungry  envy,  let  me  wish  you-all,  for  Jean 
and  myself,  a  right  splendid  bicentennial  celebration  and  all  the  glad 
reunions  anyone  could  desire! 

A  sermon,  written  and  preached  by  Rev.  Collier,  is  printed  here,  and 
reflects  his  dedication  to  preaching  the  Word  of  God. 


THE  COCK  WILL  NOT  CROW  THIS  DAY 

A  Sermon  By 
Rev.  Frank  Collier,  M.A.,  M.Div. 

Scripture:  OT:  Isaiah  53:3-6  NT:  Luke  22:14-34 

Text:  And  he  said  to  him:  "Lord,  I  am  ready  to  go  with  you  to  prison  and 
to  death."  He  said:  "I  tell  you,  Peter,  the  cock  will  not  crow  this  day  until 
you  three  times  deny  that  you  know  me."  (Luke  22:33,34) 

One  of  the  places  which  I  most  wanted  to  see  in  the  Holy  Land  is  a 
little  pebbly  beach  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  only  about  two  miles  from 
Capernaum.  But  that  comes  at  the  end  of  my  story,  so  let  us  leave  it  for  a 
few  minutes  and  begin  at  the  beginning.  On  the  night  that  he  was  be- 
trayed, after  supper  Jesus  offered  his  friends  the  Bread  of  Life  and  the 
Cup  of  Salvation,  which  he  has  offered  us,  too,  in  our  day  and  age,  to 
sustain  them  and  us  for  our  sojourn  in  this  worldly  world.  He  was  deeply 
concerned  about  two  of  his  men  that  night.  One  was  already  beyond 
redemption;  but  the  other,  Peter  the  Fisherman,  was  still  worth  praying 
for.  Besides,  he  had  qualities  of  leadership,  which  would  be  invaluable 
when  Jesus  himself  had  gone.  The  trouble  with  Peter  was  that  he  saw 
himself  in  a  very  romantic  light.  Who  was  it  who  would  stand  at  Jesus' 
side  no  matter  what?  Peter,  of  course!  And  who  would  suffer  prison  or 
even  death  in  loyalty  to  Jesus?  Peter  again!  But  Jesus  knew  him  so  well. 
"Look,  Peter,"  he  said,  "before  the  cock  crows  this  very  day,  you  will 
have  denied  that  you  even  know  me,  far  less  that  you  are  one  of  my 
closest  companions  and  friends."  Peter  must  have  been  downcast  to 
learn  that  the  Lord  had  so  little  confidence  in  him  and  his  loyalty! 

After  dinner  they  left  the  Upper  Room,  went  out  from  the  city,  out  by 
the  Golden  Gate,  across  the  Kedron  Valley;  usually  Jesus  and  his  friends 
climbed  the  Mount  of  Olives  and  went  on  over  the  other  side  to  Bethany, 
where  they  had  lodgings  at  Lazarus'  house.  But  this  night  they  got  no 
further  then  Gethsemane,  where  they  stopped  for  a  rest  as  they  often  did 
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at  the  cool  of  eventide.  For  this  night  his  enemies,  like  Tarn  o'  Shanter's 
De'il,  "had  business  on  their  hands. "  Despite  the  pitiful  resistance  of  one 
of  the  disciples,  Jesus  was  led  away  under  heavy  escort  of  armed  men 
back  across  the  Kedron  Valley,  up  the  steep  stairway  to  the  house  of 
Caiaphas  the  High  Priest.  Now  there  was  no  prison  in  the  City  of  Jerusa- 
lem. So  the  High  Priest  had  a  prison  carved  out  of  the  solid  rock  beneath 
his  official  residence.  And  a  fearsome  place  it  is!  The  very  walls  still 
whisper  today  of  human  agonies  suffered  there.  Jesus  was  dropped  into  a 
holding  cell,  to  wait  till  the  High  Priest  could  see  him  in  the  morning. 
There  was  a  window  in  the  cell  through  which  Jesus  could  see  the 
servants  of  the  High  Priest  gathered  round  a  fire  in  the  courtyard,  for  it 
was  a  chilly  night,  and  they  were  glad  of  some  warmth.  Out  of  the 
darkness  Jesus  saw  a  well-known  figure  appear  —  Peter,  trying  to  look  as 
invisible  as  a  man  his  size  could.  Someone  else  saw  Peter  —  a  servant 
girl,  who  remembered  seeing  him  with  Jesus.  "Not  me",  said  Peter,  "I 
don't  know  him."  Then  a  man  beside  the  fire  recognized  him  also  and 
accused  Peter:  "You  ARE  one  of  Jesus'  men."  "No,  I  am  not,"  insisted 
Peter.  But  later  still,  another  of  the  servants  argued:  "I'm  sure  this  fellow 
was  with  the  man  Jesus;  he  must  have  been,  for  he  is  a  Galilean  also."  But 
still  Peter  cried:  "I  don't  know  what  you  are  talking  about!"  So  much  for 
going  to  prison,  even  to  death,  with  his  Lord. 

And  just  then  the  cock  crowed  from  the  courtyard  wall,  and  Peter, 
looking  round  at  it,  saw  Jesus  watching  him  from  the  window.  And  when 
he  remembered  what  Jesus  had  said  at  the  table,  he  rose  and  walked  out, 
bitter  tears  of  shame  running  down  his  cheeks.  Truly,  he  had  betrayed  his 
Lord.  And  it  was  not  for  the  last  time!  For  even  after  Christ  had  risen 
from  the  tomb,  and  had  appeared  to  the  disciples,  some  of  them,  includ- 
ing Peter,  had  given  up  hope  that  anything  would  ever  be  salvaged  from 
the  disaster  of  Jesus'  ministry;  they  had  gone  back  to  Galilee,  and  were 
once  more  making  their  living  as  fishermen.  Five  of  them  had  spent  all 
night  fishing  the  dark  waters  of  Galilee,  usually  the  most  productive 
time,  but  without  catching  a  thing.  Just  at  daybreak,  they  were  drifting 
in  towards  the  pebbly  beach,  where  they  normally  anchored  to  wash  and 
dry  their  nets.  In  fact,  this  was  the  very  place  where  they  had  first  met 
Jesus,  three  years  before!  There  was  a  shadowy  figure  on  the  beach. 
They  could  see  he  had  a  fire  burning,  and  they  could  smell  the  marvelous 
odor  of  broiled  fish  and  toasted  bread.  "Have  you  had  any  luck,  lads?" 
the  fellow  called  out.  And  when  he  heard  they  hadn't  he  suggested  just 
one  more  try  on  the  right  side  of  their  boat.  They  cast  the  net  there  and 
caught  153  large  fish,  much  more  than  a  good  night's  work!  Soon  they 
knew  it  was  the  Lord,  and  again  they  sat  and  they  ate  together.  What 
days  these  had  been  since  their  last  meal!  And  what  days  were  still  to 
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But  Peter  was  uppermost  in  Jesus'  mind  that  morning.  Three  times  the 
Lord  asked  him  the  question:  "Peter,  do  you  love  me?"  And  three  times 
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Peter  replied:  "Yes,  Lord,  you  KNOW  that  I  do!"  And  three  time  Jesus 
instructed  him:  "Feed  my  sheep." 

As  I  stood  alone  on  that  tiny  pebbled  beach  only  weeks  ago,  I  thought 
about  these  things.  And  I  realized  what  Jesus  was  doing.  By  his  questions 
Jesus  had  washed  away  the  bitter  shame  of  Peter's  betrayal,  and  had 
given  him  new  heart  and  new  orders,  to  go  out  into  life  once  more  and 
tell  men  the  truth,  the  only  truth,  that  makes  any  real  difference  for  the 
better  in  life  —  the  truth  that  can  make  new  men  and  new  women  of  us 
all.  From  time  to  time  we  all  betray  Jesus  in  our  own  ways  —  maybe  not 
so  grandly  or  so  dramatically  as  Peter  did.  But  from  time  to  time  we  all 
need  to  stand  on  that  little  beach  near  Capernaum.  If  we  did  and  if  Jesus 
were  to  speak  to  us  today,  as  he  once  spoke  to  Peter,  I  believe  He  would 
say:  "Frank  —  or  Jean  —  or  what  YOUR  name  is  —  you  have  run  away 
from  your  responsibilities,  or  you  have  turned  your  back  on  me,  or  you 
have  given  your  heart  and  your  mind  to  other  things  which  are  of  no 
value  to  a  child  of  God.  It's  time  you  came  back  to  the  work  I  want  you  to 
do  —  to  be  a  faithful  servant  and  witness  to  me,  in  word  and  in  deed,  in 
thought  and  in  desire.  For  this  is  why  I  gave  my  life  and  suffered  the 
Cross,  that  you,  and  everyone  else,  can  find  true,  eternal  life,  in  all  its 
fullness.  You  too  can  feed  my  sheep." 

So  be  it,  Lord.  Amen. 

DAVID  LEE  HENRY 

Following  Collier's  nine  months  as  pastor  of  Unity,  the  church  was 
vacant  for  a  year.  Yet  ministry  did  not  cease,  for  the  members  carried  on 
the  programs  and  missions  of  the  church  with  dedication  and  enthusi- 
asm. Professors  from  Davidson  College,  Rev.  Milton  Faust,  Rev.  J.  S. 
Swaim  (retired  United  Methodist  minister)  and  others  were  invited  to 
preach  during  this  year,  and  the  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee  contin- 
ued its  search. 

In  early  August,  1980,  Elder  Maxie  Cheek,  who  was  securing  pulpit 
supplies,  called  David  Henry,  a  candidate  for  ministry  and  student  at 
Union  Seminary,  Richmond,  who  was  completing  an  internship  at  the 
Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church,  near  China  Grove,  North  Carolina. 
Cheek  had  heard  that  although  Henry  would  be  returning  to  Union  in 
September,  he  was  interested  in  supplying  a  church  in  the  Rowan  Coun- 
ty area  on  weekends.  It  was  arranged  for  Henry  to  preach  at  Unity  on 
August  17,  1980,  which  he  did.  Following  the  service  he  met  with  the 
Session,  and  was  invited  to  supply  for  three  months.  Thus  began  the 
ministry  of  Unity's  next  pastor. 

Henry  supplied  Unity  for  the  three  months  stated,  then  was  asked  to 
continue  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  He  travelled  from  Richmond  to 
Woodleaf  each  Friday,  returning  for  classes  on  Monday.  While  in  Wood- 
leaf  he  held  service  on  Sunday,  worked  with  the  youth,  and  visited  the 
people.  During  that  time  he  interviewed  with  the  Pulpit  Nominating 
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Committee  of  Unity  —  and  no  other.  On  December  21,  1980,  the 
congregation  met  following  worship.  Maxie  Cheek  was  elected  modera- 
tor, and  Donald  Watson  served  as  clerk.  Willie  Perrell  presented  the 
Pulpit  Nominating  Committee's  recommendation  that  "Mr.  David  L. 
Henry  be  called  as  minister  upon  completion  of  his  seminary  training 
and  ordination  into  the  ministry."  A  motion  was  made  to  approve  this 
recommendation,  and  it  passed  unanimously.  In  Henry's  words,  "it  was 
the  best  Christmas  present  I  have  ever  received!" 

Henry  was  born  on  August  30,  1954,  the  second  son  of  Roy  S.  and 
Betty  Roop  Henry.  He  grew  up  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania  —  in 
a  community  known  as  Smyrna.  He  was  baptized  as  an  infant  in  the 
Middle  Octorara  Presbyterian  Church  by  the  Rev.  George  Shea,  who 
served  that  congregation  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Henry's  father  and 
younger  brother,  Dan,  are  elders  in  that  church;  his  mother  serves  as  a 
deacon;  and  his  older  brother,  Doug,  has  held  the  office  of  trustee. 

Among  Henry's  earliest  memories  are  those  of  the  Sunday  School 
classes,  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  and  preaching  services  at  Middle  Octor- 
ara. His  earliest  Sunday  School  teachers  were  Mrs.  Martha  Landis,  Mrs. 
Ethel  Caskey,  Mrs.  Hazel  Prange,  and  Mr.  Earl  Gibson,  all  of  whom  had 
an  influence  on  his  life.  Henry  was  active  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  of 
the  church,  and  gives  much  credit  to  the  adult  advisors  of  the  youth 
group  —  especially  Bob  and  Eleanor  Holzhauer,  and  John  and  Ann 
Bland  —  for  helping  to  encourage  his  growing  faith.  Henry's  call  to  the 
ministry  was  a  gradual  process.  It  began  with  a  confession  of  faith  at  a 
youth  retreat  at  Camp  Hilltop,  Maryland,  and  was  encouraged  by  those 
mentioned  above  who  allowed  him  to  participate  in  Youth  Sunday  pro- 
grams and  other  experiences  of  sharing  and  living  his  faith. 

Henry's  call  to  the  ministry  was  not  confirmed  in  his  own  mind  until 
after  graduation  from  Octorara  Area  High  School  in  June,  1972,  and  one 
semester  at  Eastern  College,  St.  Davids,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  close  of 
that  semester  the  desire  to  serve  God  full  time  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
led  him  to  transfer  to  Albright  College,  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
majored  in  religion,  and  studied  under  Drs.  Eugene  Barth,  Francis  Wil- 
liamson, Bill  Marlow,  Ron  Cocroft,  Chuck  Yrigoyen,  and  others.  While 
in  college  Henry  served  the  First  Evangelical  Congregationalist  Church, 
Reading,  for  one  year  as  Youth  Minister.  He  graduated  cum  laude  from 
Albright  on  May  30,  1976,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  religion. 

Prior  to  graduation  —  by  one  day  —  Henry  was  married  to  Jacqueline 
Elaine  Rentz,  also  from  Lancaster  County  (Christiana),  Pennsylvania. 
The  wedding  took  place  on  May  29,  1976,  in  the  chapel  at  Albright.  The 
couple  had  known  each  other  since  kindergarten.  Jackie  also  graduated 
from  Albright  on  May  30,  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Psychology. 

After  a  summer  in  Reading,  the  couple  moved  to  Richmond,  Virginia, 
where  Henry  began  his  seminary  training.  He  had  been  endorsed  by  the 
Session  of  the  Penningtonville  Presbyterian  Church,  Atglen,  Pennsylva- 
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nia,  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  (Henry  had  joined  this  church  after 
graduation  from  High  School.)  He  had  been  received  as  a  candidate  by 
Donegal  Presbytery  in  1975. 

After  two  years  at  Union,  the  Henrys  moved  to  China  Grove,  North 
Carolina,  to  serve  the  Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church  for  what  turned 
into  a  two  year  internship.  When  the  time  came  for  the  Henrys  to  return 
to  Richmond  for  Dave's  final  year,  they  decided  Jackie  would  remain  in 
China  Grove  until  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  due  in  October.  This, 
then,  was  the  reason  Henry  was  looking  for  a  church  to  supply  in  Rowan 
County,  and  was  delighted  with  the  invitation  extended  by  Unity. 

Henry  spent  the  months  from  September,  1980,  through  May,  1981, 
studying  in  Richmond  and  supplying  at  Unity.  Jackie,  and  their  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Dawn,  travelled  with  him  much  of  the  time  following  her  birth 
on  October  24,  1980.  The  first  few  weeks  at  Unity  confirmed  for  the 
Henrys  that  Woodleaf  was  the  place  for  them  to  serve,  and  they  were 
elated  when  the  official  call  was  made  in  December,  1980. 

When  Henry  graduated  from  Union  on  May  24,  1981,  with  a  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree,  a  contingent  of  four  persons  from  Woodleaf  travelled 
to  Richmond,  and  these,  along  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Wilkerson  who 
were  living  on  the  Union  campus,  helped  the  Henrys  celebrate  the 
occasion.  With  the  moving  truck  packed  (thanks  in  part  to  Dr.  Wilker- 
son), and  their  hunger  curbed  (thanks  to  Mrs.  Wilkerson's  delicious 
meal),  the  Henry's  headed  toward  Woodleaf  to  settle  in,  and  begin  full 
time  ministry  there. 

Henry  was  examined  by  Concord  Presbytery  on  June  20,  1981,  at 
Banner  Elk.  A  group  of  fifteen  from  Unity  were  present,  causing  one 
Presbytery  staff  member  to  comment  that  he  had  never  seen  such  a  large 
number  from  a  church  come  to  a  Presbytery  meeting  to  show  their 
support  for  their  new  pastor! 

Henry's  ordination  and  installation  service  took  place  on  June  21, 
1981,  at  Unity.  The  ordination  commission  consisted  of  Rev.  Milton 
Faust,  Rev.  George  Calhoun,  Rev.  John  Handley,  and  elders  Ruth  Haire 
(Immanuel,  China  Grove),  Martha  West  (John  Calvin,  Salisbury)  and 
Willie  Perrell  (Unity).  Roy  S.  Henry  was  invited  to  sit  with  the  commis- 
sion, being  an  elder  of  the  Middle  Octorara  Presbyterian  Church,  Quar- 
ryville,  Pennsylvania.  (It  is  possible  that  this  was  the  first  ordination  to 
take  place  at  Unity,  since  all  the  ministers  during  this  century  were 
ordained  previous  to  coming  to  Unity,  and  in  early  times  ministers  were 
ordained  at  Presbytery  meetings.) 

A  highlight  of  Henry's  ministry  came  the  Sunday  following  ordination 
when  he  baptized  three  children.  They  were  his  own  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth; Carrie  Elizabeth  Fleming;  and  Scott  Jordan  Graham. 

The  Henry's  were  blessed  with  a  second  child,  Christopher  Andrew, 
on  September  1,  1982.  Chris  was  baptized  by  his  father  on  St.  Andrews 
Sunday,  November  28,  1982.  (The  Henry's  third  child  is  due  to  be  born 
December,  1988.) 
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In  addition  to  Henry's  total  involvement  in  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Unity  church,  he  finds  time  to  serve  on  the  Small  Church  Committee  of 
Presbytery,  and  participate  actively  in  community  affairs.  Henry  is  now 
in  his  fourth  year  as  Chairman  of  the  Small  Church  Committee  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord.  His  love  for  the  small  church  and  desire  to  make 
Presbytery  sensitive  to  their  needs  have  helped  him  in  his  work  of  being 
an  "advocate"  for  small  churches.  He  is  often  called  upon  to  visit  in  the 
small  churches  of  the  Presbytery  to  hear  their  concerns,  and  seek  to 
meet  their  needs. 

Henry  is  also  very  active  in  the  West  Rowan  Bible  Teaching  Associ- 
ation. Having  served  several  years  as  is  its  vice-president,  he  is  currently 
president  of  the  association.  His  commitment  to  having  the  Bible  taught 
in  ways  that  are  understandable  and  interesting  to  the  students  leads  him 
to  work  closely  with  the  Bible  teacher. 

When  Henry  heard  of  a  Crisis  Assistance  Network  being  formed  in 
Rowan  County,  he  investigated  the  agency,  and  brought  the  information 
to  the  attention  of  Unity's  Session.  The  Session  voted  to  support  the 
network  late  in  1985,  and  Henry  immediately  immersed  himself  in  the 
program,  first  as  a  volunteer,  and  then  agreeing  to  serve  as  the  network's 
chairman.  Henry  was  chairman  when  the  network  made  the  decision  to 
become  part  of  the  Rowan  Helping  Ministries.  He  is  currently  a  lead 
volunteer,  devoting  several  hours  each  month  to  the  network. 

When  the  North  Carolina  Hazardous  Waste  Commission  chose  land 
near  the  church  for  a  proposed  site  for  a  treatment  plant,  Henry  felt  lead 
to  join  others  in  the  community  to  fight  this  action.  Feeling  that  such  a 
plant  would  endanger  the  lives  of  the  people  of  this  community,  Henry 
allowed  himself  to  be  elected  to  a  steering  committee  to  guide  the  efforts 
—  successful  efforts  —  to  keep  the  plant  from  being  located  here. 

In  these  and  other  ways,  Henry  seeks  to  work  in  outreach  ministries  as 
a  representative  of  Unity. 

During  these  nearly  eight  years  since  Henry  came  to  Unity,  the  church 
schedule  has  been  filled  with  activities  for  those  of  all  ages  and  interests. 
It  is  Henry's  belief  that  the  church  should  be  the  center  of  community 
activity  —  as  it  surely  was  when  that  first  Unity  "meeting  house"  was 
built  in  1788.  With  an  emphasis  on  worship,  study,  fellowship  and  mis- 
sions, the  church  has  continued  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  its  own 
members,  and  many  others. 

Among  the  physical  changes  made  to  buildings  and  grounds  during 
these  years  are  the  following: 

A  new  church  sign  was  placed  on  the  front  church  lawn.  (1982) 
Major  renovations  were  made  to  the  church  including  new  cabinets  in 
the  kitchen,  new  shelves  and  cabinets  in  the  library,  new  carpet  in  the 
fellowship  hall,  nursery,  beginners  class,  and  hallway,  and  painting  inside 
and  outside.  (1983) 

Porches  were  added  to  three  entrances.  (1984) 

A  new  furnace  was  installed  under  the  fellowship  hall.  (1984) 
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Playground  equipment  was  built.  (1985) 

A  ramp  was  built  on  tbe  west  side  of  the  church.  (1987) 

Major  repairs  were  made  to  the  manse,  including  new  carpet,  and  new 

kitchen  cabinets.  (1988) 

Shrubbery  was  planted,  and  the  church,  Session  House  and  manse 

painted  on  the  outside  prior  to  the  Bicentennial  Homecoming. 

Special  series  of  services  and  revivals  continue  to  he  held.  Dr.  Allen 
Blair,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mac  Turnage,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Sansbury,  among  others, 
have  held  services  in  the  past  eight  years. 

The  congregation  continues  to  emphasize  mission  support.  When 
Miss  Helen  Bailey  died  in  December,  1987,  the  Session  immediately 
sought  new  missions  to  support,  and  selected  Kim  and  Dickie  Myers, 
with  SIM.  During  these  years  the  Wycliffe  Translators,  Merle  Dye,  Jr., 
the  Crisis  Assistance  Network,  and  the  Rowan  Helping  Ministries  have 
been  added  to  the  special  causes  supported  by  the  church.  The  deacons 
actively  seek  to  meet  the  emergency  needs  within  the  community  when 
such  arise. 

Each  year  a  week  of  Vacation  Bible  School  is  held,  and  the  children 
have  a  chance  to  be  "mission-minded".  An  offering  is  received  for  a 
special  cause,  and  has  been  used  to  purchase  Bibles  to  be  distributed  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Wilkerson;  support  a  Vietnamese  refugee  couple; 
provide  additional  meals  at  a  nutrition  site;  and  purchase  a  wheelchair 
and  walker  to  be  used  by  members  of  the  community.  In  1988,  the 
offering  will  be  used  to  help  purchase  a  memorial  monument  in  memory 
of  Miss  Helen  Bailey. 

Among  the  programs  and  activities  started  or  reactivated  during  this 
time  are  Lenten  Services,  Easter  Sunrise  services,  special  film  series  like 
"Turn  Your  Heart  Toward  Home",  a  preschool,  and  Christmas  caroling 
to  the  shut-ins  of  the  community.  Rev.  Henry  started  a  "Fun  In  The  Son" 
program  in  1982;  a  summer  program  for  children  in  which  they  learn 
Bible  stories,  play  Bible  games,  and  participate  in  other  activities. 

The  choir  continues  to  be  a  vital  part  of  the  ministry  of  Unity,  provid- 
ing special  music  each  Sunday,  and  on  many  other  occasions.  Their 
yearly  trip  to  the  Veterans  Hospital,  and  participation  in  the  community 
Thanksgiving  service  allows  them  to  share  their  God-given  talents  with 
others.  (Rev.  Ivan  Lowery,  Pastor  of  Mt.  Vernon,  preached  at  this  service 
in  1987.) 

On  February  4,  1984,  Carl  L.  Deal,  who  had  served  as  treasurer  of 
Unity  for  nearly  fifty  years  (and  as  a  deacon,  elder  and  Sunday  School 
teacher)  and  Talmage  "Neb"  Nesbit  who  had  served  as  church  sexton  for 
many  years  (and  as  a  deacon  and  an  elder)  were  honored  during  the 
morning  worship  service.  Tribute  was  paid  by  two  former  ministers  — 
Rev.  Bullock  by  letter,  and  Rev.  Armfield  in  person. 

The  congregation  continues  to  actively  support  the  West  Rowan  Bible 
Teaching  program  through  gifts  and  prayers.  Bible  Sunday  is  now  held 
each  year  in  May,  and  the  Bible  teacher  has  participated  —  leading  a 
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sword  drill  —  in  the  services  during  the  past  two  years. 

Unity  elected  its  first  woman  officer  on  December  18,  1983.  Kate 
Wilson  was  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  left  by  the  death  of  J.  Maxie 
Cheek.  Three  women  currently  serve  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  —  Karen 
Fleming,  Jane  Watson,  and  Donnie  Whitesides. 

Unity  joined  several  other  Presbyterian  churches  in  Rowan  County  to 
host  the  April  12,  1983,  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concordat  Cataw- 
ba College.  Working  with  other  churches  allows  for  greater  fellowship, 
as  Unity's  men  have  discovered  through  the  Rowan  County  Men  of  the 
Church  organization. 

Youth  work  continues  a  strong  emphasis  at  Unity.  Regular  Sunday 
evening  meetings  for  those  in  kindergarten  through  grade  12,  special 
service  projects,  and  activities  just  for  "fellowship  and  fun"  are  part  of 
the  youth  program.  The  annual  trip  to  Grandfather  Home  for  skiing  is  a 
highlight  of  the  program. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  happenings  at  Unity  during  these  past  eight 
years  —  many  of  them  reflect  ongoing  programs.  As  we  reflect  upon 
these  years,  we  might  say  with  Henry  van  Dyke  in  The  Story  of  The  Other 
Wise  Man,  that  the  "years  went  by  more  swiftly  than  the  weaver's  shuttle 
that  flashes  back  and  forth  through  the  loom  while  the  web  grows  and 
the  visible  pattern  is  completed.''  (van  Dyke's  story  was  made  into  a 
Christmas  play  for  the  children  and  youth  in  1987  —  writing  and  direct- 
ing Christmas  plays  is  a  source  of  real  joy  for  Rev.  Henry.) 

It  will  be  the  responsibility  of  some  future  historian  to  determine  the 
fruitfulness  of  the  Henry  pastorate.  Until  then  it  is  enough  for  Henry  to 
challenge  the  words  of  his  predecessor,  Rev.  Frank  Collier,  who  says  that 
"no  minister  could  ever  enjoy  his  ministry  more"  than  he  did  at  Unity. 
Henry  may  be  doing  so! 


OUR  GOLDEN  CALVES 

(Exodus  32:1-6  and  Acts  17:22-28) 
A  Sermon  By  Rev.  David  L.  Henry 

The  story  of  Adam  and  Eve  is  so  wonderful,  because  it  hits  us  just 
where  we  are.  Remember  what  happened  after  Eve,  and  then  Adam  ate 
the  forbidden  fruit?  God  found  Adam  —  even  though  Adam  tried  to 
hide.  And  when  God  questioned  Adam,  did  he  accept  the  responsibility 
for  his  sin?  Of  course  not  —  he  was  no  fool.  "The  woman  you  gave  me, 
she  gave  me  the  fruit  from  the  tree  and  I  ate."  The  woman  you  gave  me, 
God.  It's  your  fault,  really,  God.  If  you  would  have  done  a  better  job  in 
creating  my  mate  there  wouldn't  be  this  little  problem.  So  you  see,  God, 
if  you  think  about  it  correctly  —  as  I  do  —  it's  your  fault.  You  provided 
the  temptation  —  all  I  did  was  eat. 

And,  Adam  set  the  pattern  for  all  the  ages.  Example?  Aaron,  and  his 
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response  when  caught  in  sin.  You  remember,  of  course,  that  it  wasn't  his 
fault  that  there  was  a  huge  golden  calf  in  the  middle  of  the  Hebrew  camp 
when  Moses  returned.  Not  at  all.  "Now,  Brother  Moses,"  Aaron  said, 
"Don't  be  angry  with  me.  You  know  these  people  that  you  and  your  God 
have  brought  out  here  to  this  wilderness.  They  are  a  people  set  on  evil. 
They  said  to  me,  'Make  us  gods,  who  shall  go  before  us'.  And  then  they 
gave  me  their  gold  and  I  threw  it  in  the  fire,  and  out  came  this  calf.  So  you 
see,  it's  not  really  my  fault,  it  just  sort  of  happened.  And  by  the  way, 
Moses,  what's  wrong  with  it  anyway?  No  other  nation  has  a  law  against 
making  graven  images.  Everybody  does  it.  It's  just  your  God.  If  He 
hadn't  made  that  law  there  wouldn't  be  this  little  problem.  God  provided 
the  temptation  —  all  we  did  was  make  a  golden  calf." 

And  the  pattern  continued  —  as  it  has  down  through  the  ages.  Feeling 
guilty  about  missing  church?  Blame  God  for  only  giving  one  day  of  rest 
each  week.  Feeling  ashamed  about  the  little  lie  you  told?  Blame  God  for 
not  making  you  more  honest.  Feeling  bad  about  your  failure  to  visit  the 
sick  and  shut-ins?  Blame  God  for  not  making  the  day  longer.  (This  game 
is  fun,  I  think  I'll  go  on.)  Feeling  some  guilt  because  of  lustful  desires? 
Blame  God  for  placing  tempting  sights  in  your  view.  Concerned  about 
your  lack  of  giving  to  the  needy?  Blame  God  for  not  providing  you  with  a 
higher  paying  job  —  or  better  crop  yield.  Well,  you  get  the  point.  It  is 
easy  for  us  to  blame  God  for  every  sin  we  commit  and  every  temptation 
we  give  in  to,  since,  we  reason,  God  is  the  one  who  allowed  the  tempta- 
tion to  be  there  in  the  first  place. 

But  back  to  the  ancient  Hebrews.  Those  men  and  women  who  didn't 
even  obey  the  first  one  of  God's  commandments.  You  would  think  they 
could  have  at  least  remembered  that  it  was  God  who  brought  them  out  of 
their  slavery,  and  God  who  had  given  them  their  freedom.  Surely  they 
could  remember  that,  and  worship  Him,  and  Him  alone.  But  they  didn't. 

They  did  pretty  well  for  awhile.  Remember  a  few  chapters  earlier  in 
Exodus,  they  were  all  shouting  with  loud  voices  that  they  were  going  to 
obey  all  the  commandments  God  gave  to  them.  Since  He  had  been  so 
good  to  them,  they  were  going  to  faithfully  obey  his  laws. 

But,  like  each  one  of  us,  they  quickly  forgot  their  good  intentions. 
Their  spiritual  leader,  Moses,  was  gone.  He  was  up  on  the  mountain 
somewhere,  and  who  knew  when  —  or  if  —  he  would  return.  The 
person  who  most  symbolized  God's  presence  with  them,  and  His  law 
over  them,  was  gone.  Without  His  presence,  without  his  daily  reminders 
to  them  of  the  law  of  God,  and  of  his  goodness  to  them,  they  quickly 
turned  aside.  I  imagine  it  was  like  it  is  for  us  when  we  stay  away  from  the 
worship  of  God,  or  miss  out  on  our  daily  devotions  one  day.  The  second 
time  becomes  a  little  easier,  and  the  third  still  easier,  until  we  come  to 
the  point  of  forgetting  what  God  requires  of  us.  Our  memories  really 
aren't  very  good.  If  we  aren't  reminded  each  day  of  God's  love,  and  all 
He  had  done  for  us,  we  forget.  We  tend  to  easily  forget,  and  stray  from 
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the  paths  of  righteousness  He  lays  out  before  us. 

So  Moses  was  away,  and  the  people  grew  restless.  They  wanted  some- 
thing to  do.  They  wanted  a  god  they  could  see.  They  asked  Aaron,  and 
Aaron  gave  in.  Why?  Did  they  threaten  him?  There  is  no  record  of  that. 
Did  they  pressure  him?  There  is  no  evidence  in  the  story  that  they  did. 
All  we  know  from  the  story,  all  we  read  is  that  they  asked  him,  and  he 
told  them  what  he  needed  to  make  the  gods  they  desired.  Aaron's  mem- 
ory was  also  bad.  He,  too,  had  forgotten  the  wondrous,  loving  acts  of  the 
true  God,  Yahweh.  And  since  Yahweh  could  not  be  controlled,  since  they 
couldn't  get  Him  to  appear  or  make  Himself  known  right  now  when  they 
wanted  Him,  they  would  make  a  god  they  could  see,  one  they  could 
manipulate,  one  they  could  use  in  any  way  they  wanted.  And  this  is  what 
they  did. 

"And  the  people  took  the  golden  earrings  which  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  wearing  and  brought  them  to  Aaron.  He  melted  the  gold  and 
fashioned  it  into  a  golden  calf.  And  the  people  cried  out,  'This  is  the  god 
who  brought  us  out  of  Egypt.'  ".  You  see  what  they  did.  They  did  what 
everybody  else  did.  They  made  a  god  they  could  see  because  that's  what 
all  the  other  nations  had.  That  is  what  they  had  been  used  to  in  Egypt.  If 
everyone  else  is  doing  it,  it  must  be  right. 

Now  that's  an  attitude  that  often  gets  us  into  trouble.  Not  just  children 
who  go  along  with  some  prank  because  the  whole  gang  is  doing  it;  or 
teenagers  who  go  along  with  the  newest  fad;  but  adults  also  who  must 
have  more  and  more  because  all  the  neighbors  have  it,  or  who  fall  into 
dishonest  practices  because  "everyone  does  it  to  get  ahead".  The  He- 
brews did  what  we  all  do.  They  chose  to  serve  their  desire  to  be  like 
everyone  else,  rather  than  risking  being  different  and  serving  the  unseen 
God. 

That  certainly  is  the  easy  way  out.  The  Egyptians  had  gods  made  in  the 
shape  of  cattle.  The  most  powerful  one  was  Hapi.  He  was  the  god  of  the 
Nile  river.  Since  Egyptian  crops,  and  indeed  their  whole  existence  de- 
pended on  the  Nile  River,  Hapi  was  seen  as  a  very  important  and  power- 
ful god.  So  the  Hebrews  wanted  to  be  like  other  nations.  After  all,  the 
Egyptians  were  a  powerful  nation.  They  were  a  rich  and  prosperous 
people.  Their  crops  had  been  good  most  of  the  time,  and  their  armies 
were  most  victorious.  So  their  gods  must  be  powerful,  and  since  Moses 
and  his  God  were  nowhere  to  be  seen,  why  shouldn't  they  copy  the 
Egyptian  gods.  They  were  the  gods  they  were  familiar  with  and  in  the 
time  Moses  was  gone  they  surely  began  to  miss  the  familiar  sights  of  the 
only  home  they  had  even  known.  For  the  sake  of  security  and  comfort 
they  chose  the  easy  path  of  familiarity  rather  than  risk  being  faithful  to 
their  God.  Why  shouldn't  they  be  like  other  people? 

Two  problems.  First,  they  forgot  that  the  Egyptian  gods  had  not  pro- 
tected the  Egyptian  people  from  the  great  plagues  which  the  Lord  God 
had  sent.  Yahweh  had  proven  Himself  greater  than  all  the  idols  of  Egypt. 
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So,  there  in  the  wilderness  also,  if  they  would  have  trusted,  if  they  would 
have  risked  staying  with  the  One  who  had  spared  them  in  the  Passover, 
they  would  have  experienced  His  love  again  soon,  as  He  would  have  led 
them  into  their  promised  land.  Instead,  they  forsook  Him,  they  turned  to 
the  things  made  by  man,  rather  than  the  things  of  the  Spirit.  And  they 
experienced  His  anger,  as  many  of  them  died  when  Moses  returned,  and 
none  of  them  lived  to  see  that  Promised  Land. 

The  second  problem  was  in  their  choosing  to  be  like  others,  rather 
than  to  be  unique,  chosen  people  they  were  meant  to  be.  God  called 
them  for  a  purpose,  to  be  His  people,  to  be  a  blessing  to  other  nations,  to 
demonstrate  His  love  to  others.  They  were  to  be  different,  to  obey  a 
higher  law,  to  serve  a  God  of  love  and  mercy  rather  than  cower  in  fear 
before  an  idol  made  of  gold.  But  they  couldn't  grasp  the  vision.  They 
couldn't  see  that  they  were  chosen  by  the  True  God  to  be  His  people, 
and  receive  His  blessings  in  a  special  way.  They  could  have  had  every- 
thing. They  —  the  ones  who  asked  for  the  golden  calf  —  could  have 
crossed  the  Jordan  River,  they  could  have  walked  into  the  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey,  they  could  have  seen  their  descendants  increase  to 
as  many  as  the  grains  of  sand  in  the  sea,  they  could  have  lived  in  peace 
and  harmony  with  each  other  and  their  neighbors  —  all  this  and  more 
could  have  been  theirs  if  they  had  just  been  patient,  if  they  would  just 
have  realized  that  they  didn't  need  to  be  like  others,  that  they  could  be 
different,  and  special. 

How  often  do  we  forget  this?  How  often  do  we  live  as  the  world 
around  us  calls  us  to  live  rather  than  as  God  seeks  for  us  to  live?  And  how 
much  of  the  joy,  the  peace,  the  beauty  of  life  we  miss  because  we  seek 
after  the  world's  gods,  rather  than  the  way  of  the  true  God.  For  like  the 
ancient  Hebrews  we  are  a  chosen,  a  special  people.  As  Christians  we  are 
God's  special  representatives  in  this  world.  We  are  not  special  in  the 
world's  eyes.  Indeed  Paul  looked  at  the  church  and  said,  "there  are  not 
many  wise  according  to  the  world's  standards,  not  many  powerful,  not 
many  of  noble  birth,  but  God  chose  what  is  foolish  in  the  world  to  shame 
the  wise,  God  chose  what  is  weak  in  the  world  to  shame  the  strong,  God 
chose  what  is  low  and  despised  in  the  world  ...  so  that  no  human  being 
might  boast  in  the  presence  of  God."  So  we  are  special,  not  in  the  sight  of 
the  world,  but  in  the  sight  of  God  who  has  called  us  to  be  His  representa- 
tives in  the  world.  To  live  differently  from  those  around  us,  by  faithfully 
obeying  His  commandments,  by  seeking  first  after  His  kingdom  — 
knowing  that  all  other  things,  all  the  necessities  of  life  —  will  follow. 

We  are,  in  the  words  of  Peter,  a  "chosen  race,  a  royal  priesthood,  a 
holy  nation,  God's  own  people.''  Those  are  not  just  idle  words  to  fill  up 
the  pages  of  a  letter.  They  tell  us  —  those  who  have  responded  to  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  —  what  we  are.  Not  what  we  are  supposed  to 
be,  but  what  we  are. 

And  the  first  step  in  becoming  what  we  are,  the  first  step  in  becoming 


185 


that  royal  priesthood  and  holy  people,  is  laying  aside  all  the  gods  of  the 
world,  and  serving  only  the  one  True  God,  who  sent  His  Son  to  die  for  us. 
The  first  step  is  saying,  "what  God  wants  of  me,  and  what  He  expects  of 
me,  is  more  important  than  what  the  world  wants  and  expects  of  me.  I 
cannot  serve  both  the  desires  of  this  world  and  God,  and  I  choose  to 
serve  God."  It  is  not  an  easy  choice.  It  is  the  one  Adam,  and  Aaron,  and 
the  people  of  Israel  failed  to  make.  But  it  is  the  choice  that  leads  us  not 
only  to  the  glorious  life  beyond  death,  but  also  the  glorious  life  of  serving 
God  now.  You  can  choose  to  serve  the  golden  calves  of  this  world.  You 
can  choose  to  live  your  life  the  way  others  want  you  to  live  it.  And  you 
can  choose  to  blame  God  for  the  guilt  you  feel  when  you  follow  the  ways 
of  the  world,  and  the  trouble  that  comes  from  not  obeying  Him.  Or,  you 
can  accept  and  celebrate  the  fact  that  "he  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
His  marvelous  light",  and  you  can  seek  to  serve  Him  with  all  you  have. 
The  choice  is  yours  —  and  so  are  the  results  of  the  choice  you  make. 


UNITY  PRESCHOOL 

On  July  20,  1982,  a  group  of  four  or  five  Unity  members  and  Rev. 
Henry  met  together  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  having  a  "Story  Hour/ 
Play  School"  at  the  church  for  three  and  four  year  old  children.  The 
meeting  had  been  publicized,  and  although  few  were  in  attendance, 
many  others  had  expressed  an  interest  in  such  a  program.  The  group 
drew  up  a  proposal,  sought  advice  from  those  involved  in  programs  like 
this  at  other  churches,  and  then  sent  a  recommendation  to  the  church 
Session.  The  Session  approved  a  motion  "that  the  church  facilities  be 
used  on  Wednesday  morning  during  the  school  year  for  a  "Play  School/ 
Story  Hour",  and  the  Unity  PreSchool  program  was  set  in  motion. 

The  program  quickly  grew  from  one  morning  a  week  to  two,  and  then 
three.  It  also  expanded  from  just  classes  for  three  and  four  year  olds,  to 
including  a  two-year-old  class  as  well.  Children  from  all  over  the  area  are 
involved  in  the  program,  from  Cooleemee  to  Mt.  Ulla,  with  the  majority 
coming  from  the  Woodleaf  community.  It  has  grown  into  a  community 
ministry,  and  one  of  the  highlights  each  year  is  the  "graduation"  and 
closing  program  held  in  May.  Over  two  hundred  parents,  grandparents 
and  friends  attend  this  demonstration  of  some  of  the  things  the  children 
have  learned  throughout  the  year. 

The  PreSchool  now  has  an  enrollment  of  nearly  forty  children  each 
year,  and  for  some'classes  there  is  a  waiting  list.  Presently  the  PreSchool 
teachers  are  Mrs.  Bobbie  Hastings,  Mrs.  Sue  Moore,  Mrs.  Gaye  Prevette, 
and  Mrs.  Becky  Wetmore  (Mrs.  Wetmore  has  taught  in  the  program 
since  its  beginning).  The  Session  views  the  program  as  a  part  of  the 
Christian  education  ministry  of  the  church,  and  as  an  outreach  into  the 
community. 
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THE  BICENTENNIAL  YEAR 

1988 

History-makers  are  those  who  accept  challenges.  The  challenge  be- 
fore the  members  and  friends  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  during  the 
year  1988  is  to  celebrate  the  history  of  the  church  in  a  way  which  will: 

(1)  Glorify  God 

(2)  Honor  those  who  have  worshipped  here  in  the  past 

(3)  Strengthen  those  who  worship  here  now 

(4)  Prepare  themselves  and  the  church  to  meet  the  future 

The  Bicentennial  Committee,  established  by  the  Session,  is  seeking  to 
lead  the  congregation  in  meeting  these  goals.  This  book  is  one  part  of  the 
attempt  to  meet  the  challenges  of  this  bicentennial  year. 

Other  services,  projects  and  events  aimed  at  meeting  these  challenges 
were  outlined  in  a  report  given  to  the  congregation  early  in  the  year. 
Some  have  been  completed,  others  lie  before  us.  These  included: 

Memory  Sunday:  March  20,  1988  —  Memories  of  events  and 

experiences  at  Unity  were  submitted,  placed  on  bulletin  boards,  and 
many  were  read  to  the  congregation  during  worship. 

Historical  Tour:  May  7,  1988  —  Unity  was  one  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord  churches  200  years  old  or  older  on  a  tour  of  historic 
Presbyterian  churches. 

Original  Play:  May  29,  1988  —  Members  of  Unity  performed  an 
original  play  portraying  the  history  of  Unity  entitled  "Speak  Ye 
Voice,  Shine  Great  Light",  written  by  Rev.  David  L.  Henry. 

Homecoming  Weekend:  July  16  and  17,  1988  —  On  Saturday  night, 
Dr.  James  H.  Smylie,  Professor  of  American  Church  History  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  spoke  on  "Two 
Hundred  Years  of  Presbyterianism  In  America".  Special  music  was 
provided  by  bagpipers,  and  the  Unity  Church  choir. 
On  Sunday,  the  Bicentennial  Homecoming  Worship  service  was  held, 
with  Dr.  James  H.  Smylie  as  guest  preacher.  The  worship  service  was 
followed  by  "dinner  on  the  grounds"  and  an  afternoon  service  of 
Memorial  and  History.  Former  ministers,  Mr.  C.  L.  Deal,  and  others 
spoke. 

Time  Capsule:  September  4,  1988  —  Burial  of  a  time  capsule  to  be 
uncovered  in  twenty-five  years. 

1788  Worship/Communion  Service:  October  2,  1988  —  A  worship 
service,  complete  with  communion,  celebrated  in  the  manner  of 
services  in  1788  in  the  "back  country"  of  North  Carolina. 

Historical  Moment:  Every  Sunday  —  Each  Sunday  morning  during 
worship  an  interesting  bit  of  Unity's  history  was  read  —  to  be  bound 
together  in  a  booklet  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  a  momento  of  the 
bicentennial  year. 

But  the  bicentennial  year  is  not  just  remembering  the  past,  it  is  also 
ministering  to  the  needs  of  members  and  community  —  and  beyond  — 
today.  It  is  responding  immediately  with  a  Love  Offering  when  a  family 
in  the  community  lost  their  home  in  a  fire.  It  is  teaching  children  of  the 
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love  of  God  in  Sunday  School  and  preSchool.  It  is  contributing  time  and 
gifts  and  prayers  to  the  support  of  those  in  need.  And,  it  is  having  a  house 
of  worship  open  that  all  who  chose  to  might  come  and  respond  to  God's 
love. 

And,  the  bicentennial  year  invites  us  to  look  to  the  future,  to  the  third 
century  of  our  existence  as  a  church.  Members  and  friends  —  and  the 
children  of  our  Bible  school  —  contributed  to  a  fund  to  place  a  memorial 
monument  in  memory  of  Miss  Helen  Bailey  at  the  entrance  to  our  ceme- 
tery —  so  that  future  generations  might  remember  this  faithful  servant 
of  God.  And  Eddie  Wetmore,  a  member  of  this  church,  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  Presbytery  of  Concord  on  a  mission  trip  to  Taiwan,  helped  us  to 
remember  the  need  to  keep  missions  a  priority  in  the  future,  as  they  have 
been  in  the  past. 

The  past  is  glorious,  the  present,  challenging,  and  the  future,  hidden. 
Yet  one  thing  is  certain.  As  we  look  back  over  the  past  two  hundred 
years,  and  as  we  then  focus  on  the  present  and  future,  we  can  say  with 
Paul  that  we  "strain  forward  to  what  lies  ahead."  We  invite  you  to  be  an 
active  part  of  our  third  century! 
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SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS  OF  UNITY 

Unity  is  proud  of  its  seventeen  sons  and  daughters  who  spent  a  part  or 
all  of  their  formative  years  in  this  church,  and  then  went  on  to  full  time 
service  as  missionaries,  ministers  or  have  spent  their  careers  teaching  in 
Christian  schools.  Five  of  these  are  sons  of  ministers  who  served  Unity, 
and  were  connected  to  the  church  through  that  relationship.  They  were 
here  for  various  amounts  of  time,  yet  the  influence  of  the  dedicated 
Sunday  School  teachers  and  members  of  this  congregation  surely  con- 
tributed to  their  acceptance  of  God's  call.  The  others  were  born  into 
"Unity  families",  grew  up  in  the  community,  and  responded  to  the 
command  to  go  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Information  about  each  of 
these  sons  and  daughters  is  set  forth  in  this  chapter.  It  is  a  tribute  to  this 
church  that  so  many  have  learned  of  the  Lord  here,  and  have  taken  that 
message  "to  all  the  world". 

ABNER  WILLIAMSON  KILPATRICK 

Two  sons  who  later  became  Presbyterian  ministers  were  born  to  our 
first  minister,  Reverend  Joseph  D.  Kilpatrick  and  his  wife,  while  he  was 
serving  Unity.  Abner  Williamson  Kilpatrick,  the  fourth  child  of  Joseph 
D.  and  Margaret  Dickey  Kilpatrick,  was  born  on  March  20,  1793.  He 
prepared  for  college  by  attending  his  father's  classical  school.  He  then 
attended  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Hampden  Sidney  College, 
and  Princeton  Seminary,  graduating  from  the  later  in  1815.  He  was 
ordained  by  Hanover  Presbytery  in  1823  and  served  for  four  years  as 
stated  supply  of  the  Dinwiddie  and  Boydton  churches  in  Virginia.  He 
then  accepted  a  call  to  be  pastor  of  the  church  in  Harrisonburg,  Virginia, 
where  he  served  from  1827-1837.  Kilpatrick  then  moved  to  Tallahat- 
chie County,  Mississippi,  and  died  there  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one. 
On  October  3,  1844,  Chickasaw  Presbytery  adopted  the  following  me- 
morial: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  expressive  of  the  feel- 
ings of  this  Presbytery  relative  to  the  death  of  brother  Kilpatrick,  report- 
ed, which  report  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows: 

As  it  has  pleased  God  in  the  disposition  of  His  Providence  to  remove 
from  us  by  death  one  of  our  members,  the  Rev.  Abner  W.  Kilpatrick,  we 
unanimously  adopt  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

1.  That  we  record  the  death  of  Brother  Kilpatrick  with  deep  regret, 
having  lost  an  amiable  and  beloved  brother,  and  an  intelligent,  pious  and 
useful  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 
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2.  That  we  sympathize  with  his  afflicted  family,  the  bereaved  widow  and 
fatherless  children,  to  whom  we  should  affectionately  say,  Do  not  mourn  as 
those  who  have  no  hope,  for  what  is  your  loss  we  believe  to  be  his  gain, 
having  gone  from  his  labors  on  earth  to  his  reward  in  heaven. 

3.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  widow  of  our  deceased 
brother. 

4.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  editors  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian and  Watchman  Of  The  South  for  insertion  in  their  respective  papers. 

Daniel  Baker 
Janey  B.  Stafford 
Com.1 

Abner  and  his  wife  Frances  Venable  Kilpatrick  had  a  son  who  was  also 
a  Presbyterian  minister.  This  son,  William  Morton,  was  born  in  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia,  on  August  18,  1835.  He  studied  at  the  Samuel  Davies 
Institute,  Halifax  Court  House,  Virginia,  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
then  entered  and  graduated  from  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  Orange  Presbytery  on  June  18,  1861,  and  or- 
dained by  Concord  Presbytery  on  May  10,  1862,  and  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  Concord  Town  Church.  William,  like  many  other  Presbyterian 
ministers  of  that  time,  spent  several  months  during  the  war  years  minis- 
tering to  the  troops.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Domestic  Missions  Com- 
mittee to  serve  in  General  Lee's  Army  during  July  of  1863.  Later  reports 
show  that  he  labored  one  month  in  Lane's  and  Kirkland's  Brigades. 

William  returned  to  the  area  in  which  his  grandfather,  Joseph  D. 
Kilpatrick,  had  ministered  for  many  years  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Joppa  and  Franklin  churches  in  May  of  1864.  He  served  these  two 
congregations  through  December  of  1866.  He  married  a  young  woman 
from  Mocksville,  Jennie  Wilson,  on  December  18,  1866. 

Through  three  generations  the  Kilpatrick  family  faithfully  served  God 
as  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  devoting  their  lives  to  ministering  to  His 
people. 

JOSIAH  JAMES  KILPATRICK 

The  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Kilpatrick  also  served  as  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  Josiah  James  Kilpatrick  was  born  on  January  8, 
1797,  in  the  Third  Creek  community.  He  graduated  from  Auburn  The- 
ological Seminary  in  New  York  in  1828,  and  was  ordained  by  Concord 
Presbytery  in  1829.  He  received  a  call  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  in  March,  1830,  and  died  there  on  July  25, 
1830  —  four  months  after  his  installation.  A  statement  in  Fayetteville's 
Sessional  records  says,  "His  race  was  short  but  glorious,  for  he  obtained 
the  prize.  He  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith  —  in  the  hope  and  confidence 
of  the  Gospel."2 

Two  other  sons  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Kilpatrick  also  deserve  notice. 
Rufus  Hall  Kilpatrick  was  born  to  them  on  August  22,  1801.  After 
attending  his  father's  Third  Creek  Academy,  he  went  to  Hampden  Sid- 
ney College  where  he  graduated  as  valedictorian  in  1822.  He  then  made 
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his  home  on  his  father's  farm  near  Third  Creek,  and  married  a  local  girl, 
Eliza  Young.  He  was  elected  an  elder  at  the  Third  Creek  church  some- 
time during  his  father's  pastorate  there,  and  served  as  the  Clerk  of 
Session  of  that  church  from  1837-1842.  In  1842  he  moved  to  Dayton, 
Alabama,  where  he  died  in  1857.  Presbytery  of  Concord  records  show 
that  he  was  elected  as  a  Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1836. 
Another  son,  Wilson  Kilpatrick,  born  to  Joseph  and  Margaret  on  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1804,  was  preparing  to  be  a  minister,  and  was  a  student  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  when  he  died  at  the  tender  age  of  eigh- 
teen. 


RICHARD  W.  CULRERTSON 


RICHARD  WATT  CULBERTSON 

The  first  "Son  of  Unity"  born  to  members  of  this  congregation  was 
Richard  Watt  Culbertson  who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Woodleaf,  North 
Carolina,  on  March  26,  1860.  He  was  the  son  of  Richard  and  Frances 
Knox  Culbertson,  who  were  married  on  March  8,  1854. 
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It  is  well  to  note  here  young  Richard's  ancestry  as  it  pertains  to  Unity 
Church.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Gillespie  Culbertson,  was  ordained  a 
ruling  elder  at  Unity  in  1824,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1845.  His 
son,  Richard  (R.  W.'s  father)  was  elected  a  ruling  elder  at  Unity  and 
ordained  in  1856.  He  served  as  an  elder  until  1902,  and  as  Clerk  of 
Session  from  1864-1902.  He  was  also  Sabbath  School  superintendent 
from  1896  (possibly  earlier)  until  1903.  R.  W.'s  mother,  "Fannie", 
joined  Unity  by  certificate  from  Back  Creek  on  May  5,  1855.  As  can  be 
seen  by  this,  the  early  influence  of  devoted  parents  and  grandparents 
surely  influenced  R.  W.'s  decision  to  enter  the  Gospel  ministry. 

Unity  records  show  that  young  Richard  was  baptized  at  Unity  when  he 
was  just  five  weeks  old  on  June  3,  1860,  by  the  Reverend  B.  S.  Krider, 
pastor  of  Unity.  The  minutes  from  that  date  show  "Richard  Watt,  son  of 
Richard  and  Fanny  Culbertson  was  baptized."3  On  May  16,  1874,  he 
was  "received  on  examination  and  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  member- 
ship"4 at  Unity.  (His  father  was  present  at  that  Session  meeting,  and 
participated  in  the  examination.) 

R.  W  entered  Davidson  College  in  1880  and  graduated  in  three  years 
with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  After  teaching  school  for  two  years  he 
entered  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Virginia,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1887.  On  July  8  of  that  year  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by 
Concord  Presbytery,  and  on  November  19,  1887,  he  was  ordained  by 
Orange  Presbytery  and  accepted  his  first  call,  to  the  Buffalo  and  Bethel 
churches.  Orange  Presbytery  records  show  that  his  call  to  Buffalo  was 
for  a  salary  of  $375.00  for  half  of  his  services,  but  was  reduced  to 
$325.00  in  1890  when  a  manse  was  built. 

Also  in  1887,  he  married  Anna  Johnston  of  Woodleaf.  The  couple  had 
four  children;  Mary,  Frances  Ruth,  Lucy  Knox,  and  Clara  Lee. 

Culbertson  served  the  Buffalo  and  Bethel  churches  from  1887  to 
1892,  adding  the  Midway  church  to  the  field  in  1888.  In  the  early 
months  of  1892,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Hawfields  and  Cross  Roads 
churches,  also  of  Orange  Presbytery.  Records  show  that  Hawfields 
church  had  a  congregational  meeting  on  December  21,  1891,  and  Cul- 
bertson was  "unanimously  elected  the  new  pastor".  During  his  stay  at 
his  previous  churches  he  had  built  a  reputation  for  being  "a  strong 
preacher  and  a  tireless  worker".6  Arriving  at  Hawfields  and  Cross  Roads 
when  he  was  thirty-two  years  old,  he  gave  the  "best  years  of  his  minis- 
try" to  those  churches.7  While  serving  this  field  he  conducted  services  at 
a  point  known  as  Little  Alamance,  and  organized  it  into  the  Bethany 
church. 

In  1906  the  field  Culbertson  was  serving  was  divided,  and  he  chose  to 
accept  a  call  to  a  group  of  churches  which  included  Cross  Roads,  and  also 
Griers  and  Stony  Creek.  He  remained  there  until  accepting  a  call  to  the 
Centre  and  Prospect  churches  in  Concord  Presbytery  in  1908.  He 
served  this  field,  (also  Shearer  until  1913)  through  1915.  From  1915  to 
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1920,  he  was  Pastor  of  the  Poplar  Tent  and  Gilwood  churches,  also  of 
Concord  Presbytery,  and  concluded  his  active  ministry  at  the  Central 
Steele  Creek  and  Pleasant  Hill  group  of  churches  in  Mecklenburg  Pres- 
bytery (1920-1930).  "During  the  latter  years  he  became  infirm,  having 
worn  himself  out  with  hard  work,  and  made  his  home  with  his  daughter 
in  Cameron,  North  Carolina,  where  he  died  on  August  24,  1932,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mooresville,  North  Carolina."8 

Culbertson's  ministry  in  all  the  churches  he  served  showed  that  he  was 
especially  interested  in  Home  Missions.  He  was  a  hard  worker,  and  one 
who  took  seriously  his  responsibility  for  the  work  of  the  Presbytery.  For 
many  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  Orange  Presbytery's  Home  Mis- 
sions Committee,  and  at  one  point  he  offered  his  resignation,  but  the 
Presbytery  refused  to  accept  it.  They  said  that  his  work  demonstrated 
that  he  had  "extraordinary  ability,  energy  and  wisdom"  to  serve  as  Chair- 
man of  that  committee.9 

This  faithful  servant  of  God,  with  deep  roots  in  the  fertile  soil  of  Unity, 
served  his  Lord,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  vitality  and  strength 
all  the  days  of  his  life.  The  text  which  is  inscribed  on  his  father's  tomb- 
stone in  Unity  cemetery  could  certainly  be  the  theme  verse  of  Richard 
Watt  Culbertson  as  well:  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."10 


RAYMOND  LIPPARD 
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RAYMOND  CLINTON  LIPPARD 

Raymond  Clinton  Lippard  was  born  in  the  Woodleaf  area  in  1888,  the 
son  of  Henry  G.  and  Sallie  P.  Locke  Lippard.  He  was  baptized  at  Unity  on 
June  9,  1888,  and  grew  up  in  the  church.  His  father  was  a  ruling  elder  at 
Unity  from  1898  until  his  death  in  1934.  Both  of  his  parents  are  buried  in 
the  Unity  cemetery. 

Lippard  was  ordained  about  the  year  1914,  and  served  a  portion  of  his 
ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America 
(often  referred  to  as  the  "northern  church").  He  served  as  stated  supply 
at  the  Scottsburg  church,  Scottsburg,  Indiana  in  1916,  then  moved  to 
Missouri  to  serve  three  churches  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  ("southern  church").  These  were  the  Higginsville  church 
(1917),  the  St.  Joseph  church  (1918-1919),  and  the  Richmond,  Missou- 
ri, church  (1920  to  1924).  He  then  returned  to  the  UPCUSA  denomina- 
tion, and  served  two  more  churches,  Broadway  and  Sedalia,  also  in 
Missouri.  Lippard  moved  to  Excelsior  Springs,  Missouri,  in  1930,  where 
he  lived  for  at  least  two  years.  About  this  time  Lippard  left  the  ministry 
to  pursue  other  interests.  He  returned  to  Woodleaf  from  time  to  time  to 
visit  family  and  friends,  and  some  members  living  today  remember  this 
"son  of  Unity". 

CHARLES  FLINN  ARROWOOD 

The  next  "Son  of  Unity"  was  the  oldest  son  of  Robert  Silvanus  and 
Mary  Louise  Dickson  Arrowood  —  Charles  Flinn  Arrowood.  He  was 
born  on  November  9,  1887,  in  Mill  Hill,  N.C.  His  father  was  pastor  of 
Unity,  in  connection  with  Franklin,  from  1895-1904.  The  Arrowood 
family  lived  in  Unity's  manse,  so  young  Charles  —  known  to  his  friends 
as  Flinn  —  grew  up  in  Woodleaf.  He  graduated  from  Davidson  College 
with  a  BA  in  1909,  and  then  taught  for  several  years,  before  entering 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  in  1912.  He  graduated  from 
Union  in  1915  with  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree.  While  in  seminary,  he 
and  Flora  Kathleen  Register  of  Clinton,  North  Carolina,  were  married. 

Flinn  was  licensed  to  preach  on  June  10,  1915,  by  Brazos  Presbytery, 
and  ordained  on  October  20,  1915,  by  that  same  body.  He  accepted  a 
call  to  the  Presbyterian  church  in  El  Campo,  Texas,  and  supplied  the 
Pierce  (1915-1919)  and  Wharton  (1916-1919)  churches  in  that  area. 
This  was  followed  by  a  tenure  as  an  evangelist  in  Houston,  Texas,  while 
he  was  a  Fellow  at  Rice  Institute,  from  which  he  earned  AB  and  AM 
degrees.  Arrowood  then  entered  the  academic  field  as  a  professor,  first 
as  a  Professor  of  Philosophy  at  Southwestern  Presbyterian  University, 
Clarksville,  Tennessee,  from  1920  to  1923.  During  those  three  years  he 
was  also  stated  supply  at  the  Pembroke  church.  Following  this,  he  was  an 
Instructor  at  Rice  Institute  from  1924-1926;  an  Assistant  Professor  at 
the  University  of  Texas  from  1926-1928;  and  a  professor  of  history  and 
philosophy,  beginning  in  1928. 
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In  1932,  Arrowood  was  divested  of  the  office  as  minister  without 
censure,  at  his  own  request,  by  Memphis  Presbytery.  The  following  year 
he  was  elected  a  ruling  elder  at  the  Union  Presbyterian  Church  in  Aus- 
tin, Texas.  In  1934  he  became  a  member  of  the  graduate  faculty  at  the 
University  of  Texas. 

In  addition  to  those  noted  above,  Arrowood  held  graduate  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  Davidson  College.  He  was  the 
author  of  several  publications  including  "Thomas  Jefferson  and  Educa- 
tion in  a  Republic"  (1930);  "Development  of  Modern  Education"  (with 
F.  Eby,  1934);  "The  History  &  Philosophy  of  Education,  Ancient  and 
Medieval"  (with  F.  Eby,  1940);  "Theory  of  Education  in  Political  Philos- 
ophy of  Adam  Smith"  (1945);  "George  Buchanan  on  the  Powers  of  the 
Crown  in  Scotland";  and  was  a  contributor  to  the  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  Twenty-Fifth  Yearbook. 

Arrowood  died  on  February  6,  1951,  at  the  age  of  63.  He  left  behind 
his  mark  in  the  field  of  education,  and  had  served  his  Lord,  using  his 
talents  in  ministry,  teaching  and  writing. 

Our  Session  records  show  that  "Flinn  Arrowood  was  examined  and 
received"  into  the  membership  of  Unity  on  October  2,  1898,  when  he 
was  nearly  eleven  years  old.  He  spent  his  childhood  and  teenage  years 
(ages  7  through  17)  in  Woodleaf,  and  surely  the  education  he  received 
here  —  through  the  church  and  local  school  —  influenced  the  work  and 
ministry  of  his  later  years. 


NATHAN  NEELY  FLEMING 
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NATHAN  NEELY  FLEMING,  JR. 

Nathan  Neely  Fleming,  Jr.  was  born  at  Mt.  Vernon,  North  Carolina,  on 
October  7,  1889,  the  oldest  son  of  Nathan  Neely  and  Mary  Rosa  Wet- 
more  Fleming.  He  was  baptized  as  an  infant  in  the  Third  Creek  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  as  a  boy,  united  with  Unity,  on  September  20,  1903. 
His  father  was  elected  and  ordained  an  elder  at  Third  Creek  in  1893,  and 
served  there  until  1902,  when  the  family  moved  to  Woodleaf.  On  June  7, 
1903,  Nathan,  Sr.  was  elected  an  elder  at  Unity,  and  was  installed  to  that 
office  on  July  19,  1903.  He  served  as  an  elder  at  Unity  until  his  death  on 
April  1,  1929  —  a  period  of  nearly  26  years.  He  also  served  as  clerk  of 
the  Session  from  January  31,  1910,  to  March  12,  1923. 

Nathan,  Jr.'s  mother  died  on  July  20,  1905,  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
old.  His  father  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Bessie  Berfoot  McKinney, 
on  November  7,  1907. 

After  attending  the  local  schools,  Nathan,  Jr.  went  to  Davidson,  gradu- 
ating in  1912,  standing  second  in  his  class  (with  an  average  of  97  +  ). *  He 
was  an  excellent  student  in  all  subjects.2  For  the  next  two  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  Mount  Ulla  High  School,  and  then  entered  Union  The- 
ological Seminary  in  Richmond  in  1914.  He  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1917  with  a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree.  Fleming  was  licensed  by  Con- 
cord Presbytery  in  June  of  1 9 1 7,  and  ordained  by  Albemarle  Presbytery, 
also  in  June  of  1917. 

On  August  29,  1918,  Fleming  married  Jessamine  Roberts  Booth  of 
Birmingham,  Alabama.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  Assembly's  Training 
School.  This  couple  had  six  children,  four  born  prior  to  1926  —  Mary 
Rosa,  Nathan  Neely  III,  Jessamine  Roberts,  and  Russell  Booth  —  and 
then  Lucy  Loman  born  on  December  18,  1932,  and  Willis  Krider  born 
on  December  23,  1936,  (he  died  on  February  1,  1940).  Russell  followed 
his  father's  footsteps,  being  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  by  Orange 
Presbytery  on  June  6,  1948. 

Upon  completion  of  seminary,  and  ordination,  Fleming  accepted  a  call 
to  be  assistant  pastor  at  Tarboro,  North  Carolina  and  pastor  of  Pinetops. 
He  served  these  until  1921,  also  supplying  at  Enfield,  Nahalah,  and 
Scotland  Neck  churches.  From  1921  to  1924  he  was  pastor  of  the  Winter 
Park  and  Delgado  churches  in  Wilmington,  and  from  1924  to  1926  he 
served  the  Farmville  church. 

On  October  28,  1926,  Orange  Presbytery  met  and  acted  on  calls  from 
the  Hawfields  and  Bethlehem  churches  for  the  pastoral  service  of  Neely 
Fleming.  The  calls  from  Hawfields,  at  a  salary  of  $1000,  and  Bethlehem, 
at  a  salary  of  $425,  were  approved,  and  placed  in  Fleming's  hands.  "The 
Presbytery  also  recommended  that  he  be  permitted  to  supply  the  Saxa- 
pahaw  Church,  his  salary  to  be  supplemented  by  presbytery's  Home 
Mission  Committee.  The  schedule  for  his  preaching  services  was  to  be 
three  morning  services  for  Hawfields  each  month.  Bethlehem  was  to 
have  one  morning  and  one  afternoon  service  and  Saxapahaw  a  morning 
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and  evening  service  on  the  fifth  Sunday  and  one  afternoon  and  one  night 
service  each  month."3  On  April  15,  1930,  Efland  was  added  to  the  field, 
with  Fleming  supplying  there  one  afternoon  each  month.  On  April  5, 
1931,  the  Hawfields  congregation  voted  to  call  him  for  all  his  time, 
allowing  him  to  supply  at  Efland  one  Sunday  afternoon  each  month, 
which  he  did  through  1943.  (He  resigned  from  Bethlehem  and  Saxapa- 
haw  in  1931). 

Fleming  served  the  Hawfields  church  for  twenty-two  years,  and  died 
there  on  October  7,  1948.  In  Church  in  the  Old  Fields,  Herbert  Snipes 
Turner  writes: 

The  first  week  in  October,  1948  was  as  usual  a  busy  week  in  Neely 
Fleming's  life;  he  had  fulfilled  a  number  of  important  engagements,  and  on 
the  evening  of  October  6,  1948,  he  visited  Elder  J.  Earl  Covington,  to 
discuss  a  non-Christian  in  the  community  about  whom  they  were  con- 
cerned. He  stayed  until  about  nine  o'clock  and  was  in  his  usual  jovial 
mood;  needless  to  say,  the  people  of  the  community,  county  and  state, 
were  shocked  when  the  word  of  his  passing  was  announced  over  the  radio 
the  next  morning.  He  had  been  stricken  with  a  heart  attack  during  the 
night  and  died  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  "Having  run  his  courses 
and  finished  his  work",  he  slipped  quietly  away  in  the  early  hours  of 
October  7,  1948.  It  was  his  birthday,  a  glorious  going  home.4 

During  his  long  ministry  at  Hawfields,  Fleming  worked  together  with 
his  wife  to  enhance  the  work  of  the  young  people  in  that  church.  One  of 
the  features  he  began  in  the  Sunday  morning  services  was  his  sermon  to 
the  children. 

One  reflection  of  the  love  the  Hawfields  congregation  had  for  Flem- 
ing is  recorded  in  an  incident  from  October  5,  1939.  On  that  Sunday 
morning,  after  he  had  finished  his  morning  sermon,  W.  Kerr  Scott  rose 
from  his  pew,  and  addressing  the  pastor,  said,  "Mr.  Fleming,  I  have  the 
happy  privilege  of  giving  a  token  to  you  this  morning  of  the  love  and 
appreciation  your  congregation  has  for  you.  In  this  envelope  you  will 
find  the  title  to  a  new  1940  Plymouth  automobile."  He  spoke  of  the  way 
their  pastor  was  constantly  using  his  car  to  carry  elders  to  presbytery, 
women  to  the  Presbyterial,  young  people  to  conferences,  the  sick  to  the 
hospital,  and  children  to  the  Bible  school,  and  concluded,  "We  want  to 
say  to  you  that  we  appreciate  all  you  do  for  our  community,  and  this 
morning  we  want  to  say  so  to  you  with  a  new  automobile."5 

Turner  also  writes  that  as  "a  tireless  pastor,  Fleming  made  himself  at 
home  in  the  families  of  the  community  and  was  deeply  interested  in  all  of 
the  activities  of  his  members  .  .  .  By  offering  an  adequate  program  for  the 
large  and  growing  number  of  young  people  in  the  community  as  well  as 
for  the  older  groups,  the  busy  pastor  made  his  church  the  center  of 
community  activities  at  a  time  when  the  tendency  was  to  shift  these 
activities  to  the  public  school."6 

Fleming  was  instrumental  in  the  raising  of  funds  for  a  fellowship 
building  at  Hawfields,  which  was  erected  soon  after  his  death.  Inside  the 
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building  is  a  memorial  plaque,  a  tribute  to  the  service  rendered  by 
Fleming  and  his  family.7 

In  a  memorial  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of 
Fleming's  death  are  these  words  of  tribute: 

He  was  a  loyal  and  devoted  pastor. 
None  lived  too  far  away  to  receive  his  personal  sympathic 
oversight  and  ministry. 

He  was  a  wise  teacher,  a  sympathic  counselor,  a  trusted 
and  a  faithful  guide.8 

Fleming  had  been  active  in  the  work  of  his  presbytery  and  synod 
throughout  his  ministry.  For  eighteen  years  he  served  as  stated  clerk  of 
Orange  Presbytery  (1930-1948).  In  1945  he  was  appointed  chairman  of 
a  committee  to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  175th  Anniversary  of 
Orange  Presbytery.  That  celebration  took  place  at  the  Presbytery  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Grier's  church  on  September  5,  1945,  and  Fleming  was 
elected  moderator.  He  also  served  as  moderator  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  in  1948,  just  a  month  before  his  death.  Fleming's  ability  to 
work  with  young  people  was  recognized  throughout  the  synod. 

This  tireless  servant  of  God  was  faithful  to  his  calling,  and  used  the 
talents  God  had  given  him  to  help  his  fellowmen.  His  contributions  to 
the  betterment  of  mankind  are  beyond  measure.  He  was  indeed  a  faith- 
ful servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

ROBERT  SOUTH  ARROWOOD 

A  second  son  born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Arrowood  also  became  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  This  was  Robert  South  Arrowood,  born  in  Elm- 
wood,  North  Carolina,  on  April  9,  1892.  According  to  J.  K.  Fleming  in 
Historic  Third  Creek  Church,  he  was  born  in  the  Third  Creek  manse, 
while  his  father  was  pastor  at  Third  Creek,  and  Elmwood.  In  1895,  his 
father  accepted  calls  to  Unity  and  Franklin,  remaining  at  Third  Creek.  At 
some  point  the  Arrowood  family  moved  from  Cleveland  into  the  Unity 
manse,  and  lived  there  during  the  nine  years  the  father,  Robert  Silvanus, 
pastored  there. 

Robert  South  Arrowood  joined  Unity  by  profession  of  faith  on  Septem- 
ber 19,  1903.  His  father  came  to  Unity  when  young  Robert  was  three 
years  old,  and  remained  there  until  he  was  twelve.  In  1913,  Robert 
South  graduated  from  Davidson  College  with  a  BA  degree,  and  then 
went  to  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia,  and  received  his  BD 
degree  there  in  1917.  (He  graduated  from  Union  two  years  after  his 
brother  Charles  Flinn,  which  means  that  their  time  at  that  institution 
overlapped  by  at  least  one  year.) 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Fayetteville  Presbytery  in  May,  1917, 
and  ordained  by  Orange  Presbytery  on  July  12,  1917.  He  accepted  a  call 
to  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Louisa,  Virginia,  which  he  served  as  pastor 
from  1917-1918.  Arrowood  then  served  as  chaplain  in  the  United  States 
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Army  during  World  War  I.  For  part  of  the  year  1919,  he  returned  to  the 
area  of  his  youth,  serving  as  stated  supply  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  In  1920,  Arrowood  became  pastor 
of  the  Glenwood  Church  in  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  and  remained 
there  until  1925.  In  that  year  he  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  of  the  McKin- 
non  church  in  Concord,  North  Carolina,  where  he  served  until  1943. 
From  there  he  went  to  Mitchell  College,  serving  that  institution  as  its 
President  in  1943  and  1944.  He  moved  down  the  highway  to  Barium 
Springs  in  1944,  when  he  became  treasurer  and  president  of  the  Presby- 
terian Orphans  Home.  He  served  in  that  position  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  until  1967,  serving  at  the  same  time  as  stated  clerk  of  Concord 
Presbytery  (1943-1972).  On  May  2,  1967,  he  was  honorably  retired,  but 
continued  to  serve  the  Lord,  supplying  the  Sardis  church  at  Linden, 
North  Carolina. 

Arrowood  was  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Presbyterian  Histori- 
cal Society,  1964-1965,  and  was  moderator  of  the  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1965.  He  died  on  July  13,  1974,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Arrowood  was  married  twice,  first  to  Mary  Dimock  Murray  of  Greens- 
boro, on  September  30,  1926.  This  couple  had  two  children,  Katharine 
Murray  and  Mary  Dickson.  This  wife  died  on  January  18,  1933,  and 
Arrowood  remarried,  this  time  to  Margaret  Murray  of  Greensboro,  on 
June  21,  1934.  One  son  was  born  of  this  marriage,  Robert  South,  Jr. 

As  a  pastor,  administrator,  and  presbyter,  Arrowood  served  the  people 
of  Concord  Presbytery  and  beyond  with  enthusiasm  and  vitality.  He  was 
well  respected  by  his  peers,  and  loved  by  the  children  at  the  Home.  It 
would  be  quite  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  love  and  care  he  received 
as  a  child  in  the  Woodleaf  community  influenced  the  love  he  had  for 
children,  and  for  all  God's  people. 

SAMUEL  BADGER  LYERLY 

Samuel  Badger  Lyerly  was  born  on  September  3,  1885,  near  Wood- 
leaf,  the  son  of  Daniel  Alexander  and  Margaret  Elizabeth  Rice  Lyerly. 
(His  father  died  on  November  16,  1920,  and  his  mother  on  October  26, 
1937.  Both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Unity  church.)  His  parents 
were  active  members  of  Unity,  and  were  "always  known  for  their  hones- 
ty, piety,  and  faithfulness  to  their  home  and  their  Church".1 

Samuel  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Woodleaf,  sharing  the 
work  load  and  "the  burden  of  wresting  a  livelihood  from  the  soil,  under 
adverse  conditions.  Accustomed  to  hard  work  and  economy,  yet  sur- 
rounded by  a  spirit  of  beautiful  comaraderie  and  filial  piety,  which 
existed  among  all  the  brothers  and  sisters,  full  of  reverence  for  father 
and  mother,  he  learned  many  lessons  of  unselfishness  and  humility,  rec- 
ognition of  needs  and  rights  of  others,  and  an  infinite  patience  for  the 
world's  workers."2 
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S.  BADGER  LYERLY 

After  attending  the  public  school  in  Woodleaf,  Samuel  entered  Lenoir 
Academy  and  Business  Institute,  Lenoir,  North  Carolina,  a  Baptist  high 
school.  At  this  school  the  students  were  self-supporting  as  they  studied. 
He  remained  in  that  school  when  it  moved  to  Cherokee  County,  west  of 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  until  his  preparatory  course  was  completed. 

In  the  memorial  read  to  the  Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg  following 
Lyerly's  death,  Rev.  J.  G.  Garth  said: 

A  constant  attendant  as  a  boy  at  old  Unity  Church,  near  Woodleaf,  with 
its  galleries  for  slaves  in  antebellum  days,  although  by  nature  serious  yet 
timid  and  retiring,  yet  Badger  made  no  profession  of  religion  until  he  was 
about  20  years  of  age.  In  1905  he  joined  the  church  at  Unity  and  three 
years  later,  impressed  that  he  should  be  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  together 
with  two  schoolmates,  N.  N.  Fleming  and  R.  C.  Lippard,  he  was  received 
by  Concord  Presbytery  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  and  entered  David- 
son College  in  1908.  By  serving  in  the  dining  room  and  with  other  tasks  he 
assisted  very  materially  with  his  expenses,  and  through  studiousness  and 
industry  he  finished  his  course  with  credit  and  received  his  A.B.  degree  in 
lune,  1912.  After  finishing  his  college  course,  some  doubts  arose  in  his 
mind  as  to  whether  he  had  really  received  a  call  from  God  to  enter  the 
ministry,  and  so  for  three  years  he  taught  as  principal  in  the  public  schools 
—  two  years  at  Denver,  N.C.,  and  one  year  at  Lagrange,  N.C.,  trying  to 
prove  that  his  call  was  to  teach  instead  of  to  preach.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
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third  year  as  teacher  the  urge  of  the  Spirit  was  so  strong  that  he  could 
doubt  no  longer  and  felt  constrained  like  the  apostle  of  old  to  cry  out, 
"Woe  is  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel."  He  then  surrendered  and  went  to 
Union  Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  pursued  his  theological  studies 
for  three  vears  and  obtained  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  May, 
1918. 

During  the  summers  while  in  seminary,  Lyerly  served  as  supply  at 
Union  City,  Tennessee,  and  then  New  Bern,  North  Carolina.  In  the 
summer  of  1918,  following  graduation,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  First 
Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  served  as  an  assistant  to  Dr.  W. 
McC.  White.  Lyerly  was  put  in  charge  of  four  preaching  points  attached 
to  First  Church  as  missions.  He  had  been  licensed  by  Concord  Presby- 
tery on  May  21,  1918,  and  was  ordained  by  Albemarle  Presbytery  on 
July  16  of  that  same  year.  The  congregations  over  which  he  had  charge 
from  1918  to  1922  were  Willow  Springs,  Varina,  Mt.  Pleasant,  and 
Fellowship,  all  of  Albemarle  Presbytery. 

In  1922,  Lyerly  moved  to  Charlotte,  accepting  a  call  to  the  St.  Paul's 
Presbyterian  church.  He  remained  there  as  pastor  until  his  death  on 
March  29,  1930,  which  occurred  after  a  sudden  heart  attack. 

Rev.  Lyerly  was  married  on  September  23,  1919,  to  Beulah  Marie 
Cline  of  Lenoir,  North  Carolina.  They  had  four  children,  Samuel  Badger, 
Jr.;  Roy  Alexander;  Ruth  Inez;  and  Dorothy  Jean.  Samuel  Jr.  was  nine, 
and  Dorothy  Jean  was  almost  four  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death.4 

In  addition  to  being  pastor  at  St.  Paul,  Lyerly  always  took  part  in  civic 
affairs  in  Charlotte.  He  also  was  active  in  Presbytery  matters,  being 
moderator  of  the  Presbytery  in  October,  1928;  attended  the  General 
Assembly  meeting  at  Eldorado,  Arkansas,  in  1927;  and  for  three  years 
acted  as  secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Association  of  Mecklen- 
burg County. 

The  memorial  to  Rev.  Lyerly,  read  to  the  Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg 
on  April  15,  1930,  concludes  with  the  following  tribute: 

We  do  not  attempt  to  place  a  full  valuation  on  Mr.  Lyerly 's  work  as  a  man 
or  as  a  preacher.  We  can  only  say  that  he  was  a  man  who  had  developed 
outstanding  traits  of  patience,  endurance,  perseverance,  sacrifice,  and 
humility;  never  flinching  because  the  task  was  difficult,  and  doing  every- 
thing he  attempted  to  the  very  best  of  his  ability.  His  study  was  sacred,  and 
the  wee  small  hours  of  the  night  often  found  him  deep  in  thought,  prepar- 
ing for  the  duties  that  lay  before  him.  He  was  thoughtful,  vigorous  in  style, 
sympathetic  in  delivery,  courageous  in  conviction,  painstaking,  conscien- 
tious and  honest.  On  his  desk  lay  the  sermon  he  had  prepared  for  delivery 
Sunday  morning  when  God  called  him  to  "That  Beautiful  Land  on  High." 
He  was  planning  to  aid  in  some  cabinet  work  for  his  Boy  Scouts  when  he 
left  his  church  study  for  the  last  time  Friday  night. 

No  sacrifice  was  too  great  to  make  for  the  comfort  of  his  family,  or  the 
welfare  of  his  flock.  His  people  loved,  honored  and  respected  him,  and 
trusted  his  judgment  as  well  as  his  religion.  They  have  rallied  to  his  family 
since  his  departure,  trying  to  compensate  for  so  great  a  loss  with  sympathy, 
love  and  helpfulness.5 
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This  dedicated  servant  of  God  is  buried  in  Unity's  cemetery.  Although 
his  earthly  life  came  to  an  end  while  he  was  yet  in  his  prime,  having  not 
yet  reached  his  45th  birthday,  still  his  usefulness  to  God  and  His  king- 
dom was  great.  He  was  indeed  a  "good  and  faithful  servant". 


HELEN  BAILEY 

ca.  1960 
(Philippines) 

HELEN  BAILEY 

When  she  was  13  years  old,  a  minister  at  Unity  Church  told  Helen 
Bailey  she  would  grow  up  to  be  a  foreign  missionary.  Her  reaction  some 
63  years  later,  when  she  was  looking  back  on  her  life,  "Now,  how  did  he 
know?" 

From  the  time  she  was  a  child,  Helen  Bailey  was  destined  to  a  life  in 
the  mission  field.  But  she  had  to  jump  a  few  hurdles  to  get  there.  War  and 
the  Communist  Party  were  constantly  getting  in  the  way,  and  she  was 
forever  being  told  to  evacuate.  She  very  seldom  listened  to  this  kind  of 
advice.  "I  was  convinced  that  it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord  that  I  was  to  go  to 
the  mission  field,"  she  said  while  home  on  furlough  in  1 974.  But  growing 
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up  in  Woodleaf,  she  never  told  her  family  —  her  father  Radford  or  her 
six  brothers  and  sisters.  (Her  mother,  Sarah  Thomason  Bailey,  died  when 
she  was  14.) 

Helen  was  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children  born  at  the  Bailey  farm 
on  Wetmore  Road  on  January  8,  1897.  In  search  of  better  farmland,  the 
family  moved  a  few  miles  to  the  center  of  the  Woodleaf  community 
where  Radford  operated  a  cotton  gin  and  store.  Her  brothers,  Hugh  and 
Ira,  and  sisters,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Will  Wetmore)  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Jim 
Pennington)  remained  in  Woodleaf  most  of  their  lives.  Walter,  who  nev- 
er married,  went  to  Texas  but  was  in  and  out  of  Woodleaf  until  his  death. 
Hugh,  Ira,  and  Walter  were  graduates  of  N.C.  State  College  and  were 
interested  in  farming.  Walter,  who  worked  for  the  State  Department, 
promoted  vegetables  in  the  Woodleaf  community,  calling  the  land  the 
best  ground  for  tomatoes  and  sugar  peas  that  he  had  ever  seen  and 
bringing  products  like  lespedeza  back  to  Woodleaf.  George,  who  was 
deaf,  married  a  deaf  woman,  Emily,  and  they  lived  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state.  They  both  taught  at  the  N.C.  School  for  the  Deaf. 

Among  the  young  people  in  Woodleaf  in  the  early  part  of  this  century, 
Helen  Bailey  stood  out.  "She  was  always  religious,"  recalls  Janie  Hart 
Hurst,  93,  of  Salisbury.  "The  rest  of  us  were  more  interested  in  having  a 
good  time  than  she  was.  We  had  to  make  our  own  fun.  There  were  "straw 
rides"  and  picnics  at  Rocky  Creek  (now  Woodleaf  Quarry).  "Everybody 
went  to  Rocky  Creek,"  she  said. 

Was  there  romance  in  young  Helen's  life?  "You'd  never  find  out  from 
the  Baileys,"  says  Mrs.  Hurst.  "They  never  tell  you  anything."  However, 
Mary  Bailey  Pennington's  step-daughter,  Frances  (the  late  Mrs.  James 
Cooper  of  Spencer)  recalled  that  Helen  and  her  young  man,  possibly 
someone  she  met  at  college,  both  planned  to  go  into  the  foreign  mission 
field.  The  young  man  died  before  this  happened,  and  Helen  carried  on 
alone.  When  she  died  December  23,  1987,  at  the  age  of  90,  Helen 
Bailey  had  been  a  missionary  for  64  years,  serving  in  China,  Japan, 
Indonesia,  and  the  Philippines. 

Helen  was  baptized  at  Unity  on  April  30,  1898,  and  united  with  the 
church  on  September  8,  1910. 

She  graduated  from  Mitchell  College  in  Statesville  and  the  Presbyteri- 
an School  of  Christian  Education  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  returning  to 
Woodleaf  to  teach.  She  also  taught  at  the  School  for  the  Deaf,  possibly 
through  her  brother's  connections,  and  served  a  Reidsville  church  for  a 
year  as  a  religious  education  director. 

But  always  there  was  the  urge  to  go.  When  she  first  applied  for  the 
mission  field,  she  was  turned  down  not  once  but  twice  for  health  reasons. 
A  third  time  the  application  form  with  the  health  record  on  it  was 
missing.  It  had  slipped  behind  a  desk,  Helen  recalled.  And  she  was  in! 
She  spent  two  years  at  the  Peking  Language  School  learning  the  Chinese 
language.  Homesick  on  the  steamer  out  from  Honolulu  bound  for  China 
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in  1923,  she  likened  the  feeling  to  "something  seemed  to  be  pulled  up 
and  out  of  me  by  the  roots." 

She  hiked  the  Great  Wall  of  China,  recalling  on  the  trail  that  she  had 
written  an  essay  about  it  while  at  Woodleaf  High  School.  She  wanted  to 
be  out  in  the  field,  but  instead  was  placed  in  a  music  teacher's  job  at  the 
Sutsien  Girls'  School.  She  remembered  the  1923-27  period  as  a  time  of 
many  civil  wars  in  China.  The  Americans  were  told  to  evacuate  in  1927, 
she  wrote.  She  was  homesick,  she  said,  but  was  also  afraid  that  if  she  left, 
she  would  never  get  back  to  China.  She  taught  music  in  Japan  for  two 
months  at  another  girls'  school,  hoping  to  get  back  to  China.  But  when 
there  was  no  hope,  she  came  home  to  Woodleaf. 

She  returned  to  the  job  teaching  music  at  Sutsien  in  1929  but  was 
happy  when  relieved  by  a  Chinese  teacher  so  she  could  pursue  her  first 
love  —  evangelistic  work.  Working  in  the  70  outreach  places  in  the 
Sutsien  field,  she  taught  the  local  dialect  to  those  who  couldn't  read  and 
Bible  classes  to  the  women. 

She  was  a  woman  of  deep  faith,  always  searching  the  Bible  for  meaning 
to  her  life.  Nothing  speaks  louder  of  this  than  her  confession  of  a  lie  she 
told  her  mother  as  a  child.  The  confession  came  at  a  church  meeting  in 
China  all  those  years  later.  She  always  went  her  own  way,  which  she 
called  the  Lord's  way.  Upset  with  the  modernism  she  encountered  with 
the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  she  resigned  after  12  years,  giving  up  a 
sure  salary  and  returning  to  China  as  an  independent  missionary  under 
what  she  termed  "the  Board  of  Heaven." 

Back  in  China  in  1937,  the  Japanese  were  taking  over  Northern  China, 
she  wrote.  While  most  of  the  missionaries  were  evacuating  to  the  coast, 
she  went  west  to  Central  China,  working  with  two  missionaries  who 
plied  gospel  boats  along  the  Yellow  River  in  the  Kaifeng,  Honan,  area. 
When  one  of  the  missionaries  returned  to  Scotland,  Helen  took  charge  of 
the  boat.  Japanese  planes  dropped  small  bombs  at  the  boat,  and,  while 
standing  on  the  bank,  she  received  shrapnel  wounds  in  the  foot  and  arm. 
Some  was  removed,  but  she  died  with  part  of  the  shrapnel  still  embed- 
ded. The  Chinese  were  afraid  the  Japanese  would  take  over  the  boats 
and  use  them  to  bring  soldiers  across  to  the  Chinese  side.  The  Chinese 
ordered  everything  off  the  two  boats  and  bored  holes  in  the  bottoms. 
The  boats  drifted  out  toward  the  center  of  the  stream  where  one  sank 
and  the  other  was  caught  on  a  sandbar. 

Helen  and  the  other  remaining  missionary  built  a  temporary  house  in 
the  village  near  the  river  before  she  went  home  to  Australia  on  furlough. 
Using  money  sent  by  the  Men's  Bible  Class  of  Unity  Church,  she  built  a 
church  near  the  river. 

Invited  to  do  pioneer  work  in  Southern  Baptist  territory  in  the  moun- 
tains, Helen  used  a  Bible  verse  as  her  weapon  when  the  Japanese  crossed 
the  river.  It  was,  "When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him." 
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Schools  were  closed,  and  she  often  lived  in  an  empty  schoolroom 
which  was  usually  a  cave  in  the  side  of  the  mountain.  The  Chinese 
protected  her  from  the  Japanese.  When  the  other  missionaries  evacuat- 
ed, she  stayed,  riding  her  chair  with  her  Bible  woman  over  the  moun- 
tains and  praying  with  the  Chinese. 

Funds  from  America  only  got  through  to  her  two  or  three  times  during 
the  war  period,  and  she  refused  to  accept  them,  giving  them  to  the 
Chinese.  When  the  communists  found  her  cave  and  questioned  her 
about  funds,  she  could  truthfully  say  that  the  Chinese  supported  her,  and 
she  accepted  no  money  from  America. 

In  1945,  sure  that  it  was  her  time  to  die,  the  Bible  Woman  had  a  coffin 
prepared.  It  was  one  of  three  times  during  her  long  life  that  she  felt  she 
would  die.  She  lived  to  write  of  all  three. 

After  the  Japanese  surrendered,  she  spent  two  years  in  Northwest 
China.  She  was  away  from  Woodleaf  for  12  years  during  this  war  period. 
She  returned  to  China  in  1949  to  find  the  communists  taking  over  the 
country.  Finding  it  hard  to  get  into  the  Northwest,  she  went  instead  to 
the  Southwest,  described  to  her  as  only  a  trail  across  the  deep  canyons 
where  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  communist  soldiers  to  go.  She  went  to 
the  small  town  of  Kangting  built  in  a  gorge  on  the  Tibetan  border.  The 
missionaries  were  under  city  arrest  but  not  house  arrest.  She  paid 
"peaceful  protection"  money  and  was  thankful  to  do  so.  When  the  com- 
munists asked  what  she  thought  of  the  communist  setup  in  Kangting,  she 
answered,  "Your  soldiers  keep  the  streets  clean,  and  their  horses  are 
well  groomed.  They  do  not  give  trouble  on  the  streets."  She  wrote, 
"What  else  could  I  say?" 

She  also  said  that  the  communists  "couldn't  manage  me."  Told  that  she 
must  sign  a  statement  saying  she  had  "deliberately  offended  the  commu- 
nist government,"  she  argued  over  the  word  "deliberately,"  refusing  to 
sign.  Standing  outside  a  jail,  she  told  the  arresting  officers,  "I  cannot  tell 
a  lie,"  and  pointed  up  to  God.  After  the  officer  scratched  out  the  offen- 
sive word,  she  signed  and  left  the  country  on  the  back  of  a  truck.  It 
sounds  unbelievable  .  .  .  this  pint-sized  woman  looking  the  communist 
army  in  the  eye  and  pointing  her  finger  to  the  sky  ...  to  everyone  but 
Unity  church-goers  who  knew  Helen  Bailey  well. 

She  left  China  sitting  on  her  baggage  in  the  back  of  a  big  empty  truck. 
When  her  baggage  was  inspected  and  the  Bible  was  found,  the  inspector 
said,  "Ssu  ta  ba  (tear  it  up),"  but  she  put  it  back  in  the  bag. 

Helen  spent  five  months  on  a  small  Indonesian  island  helping  the 
Chinese  church,  but  she  found  communist  takeover  there  also.  "So  I 
turned  to  the  Philippines,"  she  wrote.  There  were  no  believers  at  Na- 
baliwa,  the  center  of  several  large  and  small  barrios  and  villages.  She 
lived  in  a  stable  house.  Again,  she  chose  not  to  leave  when  told  by  the 
mayor  of  a  kidnap  threat  against  her.  Her  reply  to  the  threat,  "He  cannot 
kidnap  me  unless  the  Lord  permits  it.  If  the  Lord  permits  it,  then  that  is 
okay;  never  mind." 
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She  built  three  houses  and  began  monthly  clinic  days  with  a  medical 
team  that  came  by  a  plane  furnished  by  the  Wycliffe  Translators. 

She  ended  her  life  with  the  Balane  family  at  Looc,  selling  the  houses 
she  had  built  at  Nabaliwa  to  the  Bukidnon  Association  of  Baptist 
Churches  for  five  pesos. 

When  home  on  furlough,  she  often  conducted  evening  prayer  services 
at  one  home  or  another.  Once,  when  a  painful  knee  prevented  her  from 
kneeling  to  pray,  she  sat  on  the  floor. 

During  furloughs  she  stayed  much  of  the  time  with  her  sister  Mary, 
with  whom  her  "old  father"  lived,  she  wrote.  Walter  also  was  part  of 
Mary's  household  when  he  came  home  from  Texas. 

Her  work  was  chiefly  supported  by  the  congregation  of  Unity,  with 
Calvary  Community  Church  in  Statesville  also  contributing.  Over  the 
years,  Unity  contributed  well  over  $100,000  to  her  work.  She  couldn't 
have  done  it  without  the  support  from  home. 

In  a  writing  entitled  "A  Sketch  of  Helen  Bailey's  Missionary  Life", 
written  by  Helen  sometime  in  the  1970's  we  read: 

I  was  SENT  FORTH  by  God  Himself  and  by  my  home  church  at  Wood- 
leaf,  N.C.  That  last  Sunday  morning  service,  I  said  only  a  few  goodbye 
remarks.  I  read  the  words  that  Jesus  said,  "He  that  sent  me  is  with  me.  The 
Father  hath  not  left  me  alone."  John  8:29.  If  we  do  not  have  the  assurance 
that  God  Himself  is  sending  us,  we  should  not  presume  to  go  forth  as  a 
missionary. 

From  that  day  —  all  these  many  years  since  1923  —  I  have  had  the 
sweetest  assurance  that  my  home  church  sent  me  forth  with  their  PRAYER 
SUPPORT  My  heart's  prayer  is  that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  pour  out  His 
blessings  upon  them  as  individuals  and  as  a  church  group.  AMEN! 

Helen  died  on  December  23,  1987,  at  the  age  of  90.  On  January  11, 
1988,  Rev.  David  Henry,  pastor  of  Unity,  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Kohler,  missionaries  in  the  Philippines  who  knew  and 
loved  Helen.  They  began  their  letter,  "No  doubt  by  now  you  have 
received  [word]  telling  of  Helen  Bailey's  homegoing  on  December  23, 
1987."  This  was  the  first  news  the  family  and  congregation  had  heard  of 
her  death.  In  the  letter  the  Kohlers  wrote  these  words  concerning  He- 
len's last  days: 

Helen  was  in  the  hospital  for  five  days  and  died  there  .  .  .  She  died 
peacefully  without  pain  —  just  went  to  sleep.  Mrs.  Balane  told  us  that 
Helen's  last  thoughts  were  of  the  lost  around  us.  From  her  hospital  bed  she 
said  to  Mrs.  Balane,  "See  all  those  people  there?  You  go  and  preach  to 
them."  Mrs.  Balane  answered,  "I  will  go  later  on,  I  cannot  leave  you  now." 
Helen  said,  "You  and  I  are  going  to  heaven  but  they  are  going  to  hell!  You 
go  and  preach  to  them  now!"  Again  Mrs.  Balane  said,  "I  will  go  later  on,  I 
cannot  leave  you  now."  Helen  said,  "If  you  don't  go  I  will  go!"  and  she  sat 
up  in  bed.  Those  were  her  last  words. 

Concern  and  compassion  for  the  lost  souls  of  our  world  —  these  were 
the  overriding  burdens  of  her  life,  and  these  were  on  her  mind  at  the 
end. 
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The  funeral  service  was  held  on  December  26,  1987,  at  the  Balanes 
home.  Rev.  Kohler  conducted  the  service,  and  spoke  on  JOY.  The  burial 
was  in  the  cemetery  in  Salay,  Misames  Oriental. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  for  family  and  friends  at  Unity  on  Janu- 
ary 31,  1988,  conducted  by  Rev.  David  Henry  and  Rev.  Malcolm  Bull- 
ock. Rev.  Bullock  preached  the  meditation  entitled  "Pursuing  The 
Heavenly  Vision"  based  on  Acts  26:19.  Dr.  Joseph  Wilkerson,  a  member 
of  Unity,  and  longtime  medical  missionary,  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Mission  Board,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Armfield  offered  prayer. 

When  Helen  last  wrote  in  her  journal,  at  the  age  of  77,  she  was  still 
searching  for  "spiritual  depths".  She  wrote  of  the  desire  to  be  "dead  to 
self  and  alive  to  God."  She  stopped  with  the  words,  "to  be  continued, 
God  willing." 

After  she  returned  to  the  Philippines  in  1974,  there  was  no  more 
"journal"  —  only  the  occasional  letters  to  family  and  friends  in  an  ever- 
increasingly  shaky  hand.  But  in  the  end,  those  last  five  words  say  it  all. 
They  were  her  way  of  life,  her  prayer,  and  her  sermon  —  and  what  she 
would  want  for  all  of  us. 


THOMAS  H.  SPENCE,  JR. 
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THOMAS  HUGH  SPENCE,  JR. 

Thomas  Hugh  Spence,  Jr.  was  born  in  Ripley,  West  Virginia,  on  June 
10,  1899,  the  first  child  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hugh  Spence,  Sr.  and  Anna 
Grace  Sparrow  Spence.  His  father  later  served  Unity  as  pastor,  from 
1905  to  1909,  but  at  the  time  of  young  Thomas'  birth  he  was  manager  of 
one  of  the  departments  in  the  Ripley  Hardware  Company.  Thomas,  Jr. 
moved  with  his  family  to  Cleveland,  North  Carolina,  in  May  of  1905, 
when  his  father  became  pastor  of  Cleveland,  Elmwood,  Third  Creek, 
and  Unity.  As  Thomas,  Jr.  later  wrote  in  his  An  Annotated  Autobiography, 
"the  manse  was  really  located  at  Woodleaf,  the  post  office  of  Unity 
Church,  but  was  at  the  time  occupied,  so  we  settled  in  Cleveland  for  a 
season."11  The  family  moved  to  Woodleaf  a  year  or  so  later,  and  Thomas, 
Jr.  attended  the  three-room  Woodleaf  School.  He  remembers  that  the 
school  was  more  than  a  mile  from  the  manse,  thus  making  it  necessary  to 
carry  his  noonday  meal  from  home.  He  also  remembers  that  "Half-gallon 
buckets,  once  the  containers  of  syrup,  were  favorites  for  use  as  lunch 
pails".12 

Among  his  other  memories  of  Woodleaf,  recorded  in  his  autobiogra- 
phy are  these: 

An  inviolate  custom  of  that  day  in  the  public  schools  called  for  the  girls 
to  sweep  the  classrooms  and  the  boys  to  accept  responsibility  for  tending 
the  fires.  Once  however,  when  an  itinerant  teacher  in  penmanship  came  to 
Woodleaf  to  conduct  a  writing  school,  this  particular  individual  either 
from  a  sense  of  chivalry,  ignorance  of  local  tradition,  or  pure  perverseness, 
insisted  that  the  boys  under  his  charge  care  for  the  cleaning  of  the  build- 
ing. This  I  insistently  resented,  being  convinced  that  such  activity  fell 
entirely  within  the  orb  of  women's  work.  Perhaps  this  experience  tended 
to  color  all  my  future  attitude  toward  the  art  and  practice  of  calligraphy. 
The  Brown  family  home  was  some  distance  down  a  lengthy  hill  in  front 
of  the  Unity  manse.  The  Brown  farm  included  a  blacksmith  shop  among  its 
facilities.  In  this  log  building  I  repeatedly  engaged  in  fascinating  but  inef- 
fective efforts  to  fashion  various  articles  from  heated  iron.  Several  of  the 
Brown  boys  —  there  were  five  of  them  —  and  I  once  constructed  a  crude 
steam  engine,  utilizing  a  metal  cylinder  once  employed  for  storing  some 
type  of  gas.  Since  we  had  no  safety  valve  connected  with  this  boiler,  the 
project  involved  severely  potential  hazards. 

In  another  direction  from  our  home,  and  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  manse,  was  the  Culbertson  residence.  Glenn  Culbertson,  known  to 
many  of  us  as  Judge,  and  one  of  a  goodly  number  of  boys  in  the  family,  was 
about  my  own  age;  and  the  two  of  us  quite  frequently  found  ourselves 
together  in  my  Woodleaf  years. 

In  1978,  during  a  day  spent  as  preacher  at  a  quinquennial  homecoming 
of  Unity  Church,  I  visited  the  manse  in  which  we  once  lived  and  around 
which  many  happy  memories  of  a  cherished  childhood  centered.  There 
was  a  spot  in  the  yard  which  I  am  sure  was  once  occupied  by  a  well  from 
which  we  obtained  our  water,  though  no  one  of  a  number  of  persons  then 
present  could  remember  it.13 

The  Spence  family  moved  to  Smithfield,  in  Johnston  County,  North 
Carolina  in  1909.  In  1916,  Thomas,  Jr.  started  at  Davidson  College, 
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graduating  in  the  class  of  1920  with  a  BA  degree.  This  was  followed  by 
degrees  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Virginia  (BD  in  1924),  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  (Ph.D  in  1929),  and  Biblical  Seminary  in  New 
York  City  (now  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  Doctorate  of 
Systematic  Theology,  in  1930). 

Spence  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  Holston  Presbytery  on  October 
16,  1924.  He  became  pastor  of  the  Banner  Elk  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
was  immediately  involved  in  the  work  of  building  a  chapel  some  two 
miles  south  of  Banner  Elk  —  which  later  became  the  Arbordale  church. 
Less  than  two  months  after  arriving  at  Banner  Elk,  another  new-comer  to 
the  area  altered  Spence's  plans  to  travel  to  Britain.  She  was  Martha 
Elizabeth  Holman,  a  native  of  Locust  Bend,  near  Lee,  Virginia.  She  had 
come  to  Banner  Elk  to  serve  as  supervisor  of  the  Grace  Hospital.  On  June 
16,  1926,  the  two  were  married  in  a  ceremony  officiated  by  his  father, 
and  held  in  Elizabeth's  home  church.  In  the  meantime  the  couple  had 
made  plans  to  journey  to  Scotland,  which  they  did,  setting  sail  on  Octo- 
ber 2,  1926. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  Spence  studied  at  Edinburgh  University, 
while  also  serving  Dumfermline  United  Free  Church.  They  returned  to 
Banner  Elk  in  June  of  1927,  and  continued  to  serve  the  church  there  for 
two  years.  In  October  of  1929,  Spence  enrolled  in  Biblical  Seminary  in 
New  York,  and  continued  there  through  the  school  year.  The  next  nine 
years  were  spent  at  Hastings  College  in  Hastings,  Nebraska.  This  was  an 
institution  aligned  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  therefore 
Spence  was  dismissed  to  that  body.  It  was  during  this  period  that  two 
children  were  born  to  the  Spences,  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  on  October  8, 
1931;  and  Maria  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  C.  D.  Thomas,  Jr.)  on  January  2,  1935. 

Spence  was  received  back  into  Concord  Presbytery  on  January  16, 
1940,  after  accepting  the  position  of  Acting  Curator  of  the  Historical 
Foundation  at  Montreat,  North  Carolina.  He  served  with  great  success  in 
that  position,  becoming  Curator  in  1940,  and  Director  in  1947  —  a 
position  he  held  until  his  retirement  in  1969.  He  was  honorably  retired 
in  Concord  Presbytery  on  June  11,  1969,  and  continued  to  reside  in 
Montreat.  He  died  on  September  7,  1986,  at  the  age  of  87.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  on  September  10  at  the  Montreat  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Historical  Foundation  grew  immensely  during  Spence's  thirty 
years  of  leadership  there.  When  he  arrived  the  Foundation's  holdings 
were  housed  on  the  ground  floor  of  Montreat 's  Assembly  Inn.  Spence 
began  at  once  to  make  plans  for  the  building  of  a  facility  to  house  the 
historical  materials,  but  delays  —  including  World  War  II  —  came. 
Spence  would  not  be  thwarted,  however,  and  the  facility  was  completed, 
and  stands  today  as  a  testimony  to  his  love  for  history,  and  his  determina- 
tion to  collect,  preserve,  and  promote  the  use  of  materials  pertaining  to 
the  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Churches. 

Spence  was  also  an  author,  writing  several  books  and  contributing  to 
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journals.  He  wrote  "Westward  Across  Nebraska"  (  a  book  of  poems),  "A 
Memory  of  Lt.  Raymond  Reid",  "The  Presbyterian  Congregation  on 
Rocky  River"  (1954),  "The  Historical  Foundation  and  its  Treasures" 
(1956),  and  "An  Annotated  Autobiography"  (1981).  He  was  also  Associ- 
ate Editor  of  the  "Journal  of  Presbyterian  History"  from  1966  to  1969. 
On  July  22,  1908,  a  letter  Spence  had  written  appeared  in  the  "Chris- 
tian Observer".  It  was  written  while  he  was  at  Woodleaf,  and  was  eight 
years  old: 

Dear  Mr.  Converse.  —  I  am  a  little  eight  year  old:  I  go  to  school  and  am 
getting  along  fine.  I  have  a  billy  goat.  We  all  call  him  Mr.  William.  I  got  him 
last  fall.  I  have  two  little  sisters.  My  father  is  pastor  of  Unity  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Your  unknown  friend, 
Woodleaf,  N.C.  T.  H.  Spence,  Jr. 

From  this  letter  concerning  a  goat  named  Mr.  William  to  works  of 
academic  acclaim;  from  Woodleaf  to  Scotland;  from  Nebraska  to  Mon- 
treal Thomas  H.  Spence,  Jr.  has  left  a  legacy  which  is  cherished  by 
Presbyterians  throughout  the  United  States  and  beyond. 


MARION  G.  LYERLY 
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MARION  GRAHAM  LYERLY 

Born  on  October  28,  1895,  in  the  Barber  Junction/Woodleaf  area, 
Marion  Graham  Lyerly  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Graham  and  Mary  Cather- 
ine (Lyerly)  Lyerly.  Both  his  parents  were  from  Rowan  County,  and  were 
married  on  October  24,  1 894.  His  mother  died  shortly  after  his  birth  (on 
December  16,  1895  —  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  —  and  is  buried  in  the 
Unity  church  cemetery).  "Probably  a  pre-mature  child,  he  weighed  two 
pounds,  three  ounces,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  loving  care  of  his 
grandmother  he  very  probably  would  not  have  made  it".1  He  was  bap- 
tized at  Unity  on  February  20,  1896,  by  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood. 

Marion  attended  the  schools  available  to  him  until  he  reached  the 
eighth  grade.  He  was  then  needed  on  the  family  farm  (his  father  had 
married  again,  this  time  to  Sara  Ford). 

With  the  coming  of  World  War  I,  he  joined  the  United  States  Army  and 
took  his  basic  training  at  Ft.  Lee,  Virginia.  He  was  sent  to  France  with  the 
U.S.  Army  Expeditionary  Forces  where  he  served  in  the  Field  Artillery, 
and  because  of  his  proficiency  with  mules,  drove  an  ammunition  wagon. 
(He  used  to  tell  his  son  that  he  left  the  farm  to  get  away  from  a  team  of 
the  "orneriest  dadblame  mules  in  Rowan  County  and  they  put  me  be- 
hind eight  of  the  meanest,  most  contrary  mules  in  the  whole  wide 
world!"2).  He  served  in  the  Army,  in  France  from  1917  to  1919,  and 
upon  return  to  N.C.  he  entered  high  school  in  Salisbury.  Boarding  there, 
he  earned  his  diploma  in  1921  at  the  age  of  25. 

While  in  France  he  had  "heard  the  call"  to  be  a  minister,  and  with 
special  dispensation  he  entered  Davidson  College.  With  financial  help 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Unity,  he  was  able  to  complete  his  study  at  Davidson,  graduating  in 
1926.  From  there  he  went  to  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  graduating  in  1929. 

Also  in  1929,  on  May  8,  he  was  married  in  Richmond  to  a  Rowan 
County  girl,  Lillie  Burton  Fleming.  She  had  grown  up  near  Cleveland 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Third  Creek  Presbyterian  Church.  She  had 
graduated  from  Mitchell  College  in  Statesville,  attended  the  Assembly's 
Training  School  in  Richmond,  and  had  served  on  the  home  mission  fields 
of  West  Virginia.  "The  couple  had  never  met,  although  the  families  knew 
each  other  through  Presbyterian  Church  meetings."3  Marion  was  li- 
censed as  a  minister  on  July  1,  1929,  and  was  ordained  by  Albemarle 
Presbytery  on  September  22,  1929.  He  served  as  stated  supply  of 
churches  in  Berea  and  Bethany  through  1930.  It  was  here  that  their 
daughter,  Mary  Lillie  Lyerly  was  born.  (She  is  now  Mrs.  R.  C.  Johnson, 
and  is  living  in  Tallahassee,  Florida). 

Next  he  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  of  the  Smyrna,  Speedwell,  and 
Greenwood  churches  in  Orange  Presbytery  —  serving  these  from  1930 
to  1933.  His  son,  William  Graham  Lyerly,  was  born  during  this  time.  (He 
now  resides  in  Tampa,  Florida).  He  pastored  the  Popular  Tent  church  in 
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Concord  Presbytery  from  1933  to  1940,  and  then  moved  to  McDowell 
County  as  the  pastor  of  the  Clinchfield  and  other  churches. 

His  son  was  diagnosed  as  having  rheumatic  fever  in  1940  and  Rev. 
Lyerly  was  told  to  take  him  to  a  warmer  climate.  How  much  warmer  can 
you  get  than  the  tropical  isle  of  Key  West,  Florida?  He  served  the  First 
Church  there  until  1943,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  Brooksville,  in  St. 
John's  Presbytery,  remaining  there  until  1949.  He  then  served  from 
1949  to  1951  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Apopka,  Florida. 

In  1952,  Rev.  Lyerly  accepted  a  call  to  the  Smallwood  Presbyterian 
church  in  Charlotte,  and  remained  there  until  1 957,  when  he  accepted  a 
call  to  Kingstree,  South  Carolina,  serving  the  Midway,  Bethel,  and  other 
churches.  He  was  honorably  retired  on  May  1,  1962,  after  thirty-three 
years  in  the  active  ministry. 

He  returned  to  Apopka,  near  Orlando,  Florida,  and  lived  there  until  a 
new  Presbyterian  Home  opened  in  Winter  Park.  He  and  Lilly  moved 
there  in  1964.  He  died  at  the  Winter  Park  Towers  Presbyterian  nursing 
facility,  of  congestive  heart  failure,  on  his  daughter's  birthday,  January 
28,  1972.  Lilly  followed  him  in  death  on  December  22,  1980.  Besides 
their  son  and  daughter,  they  are  survived  by  three  grandsons  and  one 
granddaughter. 

Marion's  son,  Bill,  wrote  the  following  tribute  to  his  parents: 

Marion  Lyerly  loved  people,  and  his  calling  to  the  ministry  was  the 
greatest  gift  that  could  ever  have  been  bestowed  upon  him,  he  often 
commented.  He  could  not  have  chosen  a  better  help-mate  than  Lilly  Flem- 
ing Lyerly.  Her  Third  Church  upbringing  and  her  Scot  heritage  had  pre- 
pared her  well  for  the  life  of  a  'Manse  Wife.'  An  octogenarian  at  Popular 
Tent  church  once  told  Rev.  Lyerly 's  son,  Bill,  "Billy,  your  daddy  was  our 
pastor,  but  Mrs.  Lyerly,  the  theologian."4 

Mrs.  Lyerly  did  serve  approximately  ten  years  in  fulltime  ministry. 
This  included  one  summer  in  Carol  County,  Virginia;  three  years  in 
Gilbert,  West  Virginia;  and  more  than  five  years  as  director  of  young 
people's  work  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  of  Lexington,  North 
Carolina.5 

The  greatest  comment  which  can  be  made  of  Rev.  Lyerly  and  his  life 
may  be  contained  in  the  single  statement  made  to  his  son  when  he  said, 
"Don't  grieve  for  me  when  I  die,  for  this  is  what  I  have  worked  my  whole 
life  for.  I  want  to  see  my  mother's  face  [she  died  before  his  remem- 
brance] and  I  want  to  see  my  Savior  whom  I  have  served  all  these  years." 
Upon  his  death  his  son  shed  not  one  tear.  "For  Daddy  this  was  a  time  of 
rejoicing,  not  sadness.  This  was  what  he  had  worked  all  his  life  for."6 

Marion  was  to  his  son,  Bill,  an  institution  that  transcends  fatherhood. 
"Daddy  was  my  disciplinarian  (he  did  not  spare  the  rod),  he  was  my 
nurse  when  I  was  sick,  he  was  my  companion  in  playing  baseball  and 
fishing,  and  he  was  always  my  'moment  of  truth'.  So  many  times  during 
my  life  I  broke  my  Daddy's  heart  doing  things  that  boys  will  do.  He  has 
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punished  me  severely  as  a  boy,  but  never,  never  did  he  ever  punish  me  or 
whip  me  that  I  did  not  know  it  hurt  him  worse  than  it  did  me.  He  was  my 
mentor  in  life,  albeit  I  did  not  know  it  then,  and  in  death  he  continues  to 
be  my  most  cherished  memory."7 

There  may  be  no  greater  tribute  to  a  man  than  these  words.  The 
world,  and  the  church  may  lay  upon  us  all  kinds  of  awards  and  words  of 
praise,  but  when  a  man  is  thus  spoken  of  by  his  own  family  —  who  sees 
him  at  his  best  and  worst  —  we  know  the  true  character  of  the  man. 
Marion  G.  Lyerly  was  a  devoted  servant  of  God,  and  as  such,  he  was  also  a 
dedicated  husband  and  father.  The  influence  of  this  son  of  Unity  lives  on 
in  the  churches  he  served,  and  in  his  own  family  as  well. 


L  to  R:  Helen  Bailey,  Estelle  Isenhour  Wilkerson,  Joseph  Wilkerson,  M.D., 
Louise  Fleming.  Picture  made  at  Homecoming,  1973 

ESTELLE  ISENHOUR  WILKERSON 
JOSEPH  LEYRURN  WILKERSON 

Evelyn  Estelle  Isenhour  was  born  on  the  thirtieth  of  August,  1918. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  A.  Isenhour  and  Evelyn  Kluttz  Isenhour. 
Her  father  died  less  than  two  months  after  Estelle's  birth  (on  October  6, 
1918).  (Her  mother  later  married  Arthur  W.  Watson).  Her  early 
education  took  place  in  Woodleaf  under  the  watchful  eye  of  her  mother; 
an  avid  reader,  she  could  usually  be  found  perusing  a  book  when  she  was 
supposed  to  be  doing  something  else.  She  never  failed  to  bring  a  volume 
into  the  kitchen  when  she  washed  the  dishes,  the  only  thing  her  mother 
would  entrust  to  her  severely  divided  attention.  Fortunately  she  read  as 
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avidly  at  school,  despite  the  distractions  of  basketball  and  softball.  On 
completing  Woodleaf  High  School  she  went  on  to  Montreat-Anderson 
College  (Class  of  1936),  working  as  a  waitress  in  the  summer. 
Determined  to  pursue  a  career  in  nursing,  she  then  went  north  to 
Charlottesville  and  finished  her  bachelors  degree  there  in  Nursing 
Education. 

It  was  in  Charlottesville,  at  a  youth  meeting  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  that  she  met  Joseph  Leyburn  Wilkerson.  Joseph,  a  native  of 
Durham,  was  born  September  15,  1913.  Coming  from  a  long  line  of 
Methodist  preachers,  he  was  named  after  the  famous  ecclesiastic  Dr. 
Leyburn;  Joseph's  younger  brother,  the  late  Rev.  Andrew  Wilkerson, 
was  named  after  a  medical  doctor  —  somehow  the  two  seem  to  have 
traded  occupations.  A  graduate  of  Glade  Valley  Academy  and  Maryville 
College,  Joseph  had  enrolled  in  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  though  his  progress  had  been  interrupted  for  a  period  due  to 
illness. 

The  ensuing  romance  was  protracted  by,  among  other  things,  the 
Second  World  War.  After  completing  a  residency  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
Joseph  joined  the  Navy  and  was  sent  to  the  Pacific  theater,  where  he  had 
the  unenviable  experience  of  seeing  the  Battle  of  Okinawa  from  the  deck 
of  a  small  ship  acting  as  a  decoy  for  kamikaze  pilots  aiming  for  the 
destroyer  in  their  task  force.  Not  high  on  the  priority  list  for  discharge 
after  the  end  of  the  war,  he  subsequently  spent  a  number  of  months  in 
occupied  Japan  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  America.  Meanwhile, 
Estelle  had  completed  graduate  work,  become  a  registered  nurse,  and 
begun  teaching  at  the  University  of  Virginia  Hospital  in  Charlottesville. 
In  1942,  she  moved  to  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  where  she  taught 
nursing  at  Presbyterian  Hospital  for  four  years. 

From  an  early  age  both  Joseph  and  Estelle  had  felt  God's  call  to  go  to 
the  mission  field;  Joseph  was  inclined  toward  India,  Estelle  toward 
Africa.  Both  applied  independently  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the 
PCUS,  and  both  were  accepted  as  candidates  —  for  the  China  field.  The 
first  step  was  language  study;  they  enrolled  in  a  beginning  Chinese 
course  at  Yale  University  for  two  semesters  in  1947.  During  this  time 
they  were  commissioned  by  the  Mission  Board,  and  finally  engaged  to  be 
married. 

The  wedding  took  place  in  January,  1948,  in  Unity  Presbyterian 
Church,  Woodleaf.  A  rather  ill-timed  storm  blanketed  the  countryside 
with  snow  on  the  day  of  the  wedding,  so  many  guests  were  unable  to 
attend.  Undaunted,  the  couple  made  their  way  to  the  church,  the  groom 
fitted  with  two  left  shoes  in  the  confusion  of  the  day.  The  honeymoon 
had  to  be  postponed  while  Joseph  returned  to  Yale  alone  to  sit  for  his 
final  examinations.  Finally,  on  his  return  south,  the  happy  couple  set  off 
for  a  romantic  cruise  on  a  slow  boat  to  Shanghai,  the  administrative 
center  of  Presbyterian  mission  activities  in  China. 
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Another  year  of  language  study  in  Peking  ensued.  For  a  long  time 
there  had  been  great  unrest  in  China  due  to  a  civil  war  between  the 
Nationalist  and  Communist  forces,  and  by  the  end  of  this  first  year  in 
China,  the  Communists  had  approached  near  enough  to  Peking  to  cause 
the  language  school  to  relocate.  Joseph  and  Estelle  returned  to  Shanghai 
for  a  short  time  and  then  went  on  to  Kiashing,  about  fifty  miles  south  of 
Shanghai,  where  they  worked  in  a  mission  hospital.  Conditions  in  China 
were  very  bad  then:  electricity,  where  available  at  all,  was  usually 
limited  to  a  few  hours  a  day;  plumbing  facilities  were  primitive  at  best, 
and  hot  water  for  baths  often  had  to  be  bought  from  a  hot  water  vendor; 
poverty  was  rampant  and  beggars  everywhere;  the  only  fresh  foods 
available  during  the  winter  months  were  cabbage  and  eel;  inflation  was 
rampant,  eventually  resulting  in  an  unimaginable  exchange  rate  of 
twelve  million  Chinese  dollars  to  one  U.S.  dollar  —  suitcases  full  of 
paper  money  were  used  even  for  grocery  shopping.  Needless  to  say 
there  was  no  central  heating  in  most  houses,  virtually  none  at  all  in 
southern  China.  To  complicate  matters,  the  Mandarin  Chinese  which 
they  had  been  studying  in  New  Haven  and  Peking  was  very  little 
understood  in  Kiashing,  so  they  had  to  begin  learning  another  dialect. 
And  all  the  time  the  war  was  drawing  closer. 

By  the  middle  of  1949,  the  Communist  armies  were  pressing  hard  on 
the  last  Nationalist  strongholds  around  Nanking  and  Shanghai.  The 
United  States  embassy  advised  all  Americans,  particularly  parents  with 
young  children  to  leave  the  country,  or  at  least  go  to  the  relative  safety  of 
Shanghai.  Since  Estelle  was  anticipating  the  birth  of  her  first  child  at  that 
time,  they  left  their  work  in  Kiashing  for  Shanghai.  But  for  some  time  the 
political  situation  seemed  to  stabilize,  so  Joseph  left  his  young  wife  alone 
in  Shanghai,  where  better  medical  facilities  were  available,  and 
ventured  back  to  Kiashing  to  continue  his  work  there. 

The  Communist  forces  continued  to  draw  nearer.  But  they  repeatedly 
proclaimed  a  welcome  to  any  foreigners  working  to  help  the  Chinese 
people,  saying  they  would  be  allowed  to  continue  their  work.  Burdened 
by  the  suffering  of  the  Chinese  people  and  anxious  to  maintain  the 
desperately  needed  medical  services  of  the  mission  station,  Joseph 
remained  there  in  the  face  of  many  dangers,  until  the  Communists 
overran  Kiashing  and  moved  on  to  blockade  Shanghai.  Estelle  was  able 
to  escape  from  Shanghai  on  a  ship  which  the  United  States  government 
sent  to  evacuate  their  consular  personnel;  in  her  arms  was  the  newly- 
born  Stephen,  the  youngest  evacuee  on  the  ship.  Joseph  did  not  fare  so 
well,  as  the  Communists  lost  no  time  in  putting  him  under  house  arrest 
and  confining  him  to  his  bedroom.  Occasionally  they  made  use  of  his 
skills  as  a  surgeon  to  operate  on  high-ranking  Communist  officers,  but 
for  most  of  two  years  he  was  forced  to  remain  in  his  room  with  only  three 
books  with  which  to  occupy  himself,  despite  the  presence  of  a  good- 
sized  library  in  the  very  next  room.  The  three  books  were  the  Bible,  an 
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English  dictionary,  and  a  U.S.  railroad  map,  all  of  which  he  learned 
nearly  by  heart.  When  Chinese  assets  were  frozen  in  America,  the 
Communist  regime  responded  in  kind,  so  Joseph  was  forced  to  live  on 
what  poor  food  his  former  cook  could  provide  —  mostly  sweet  potatoes 
and  peanuts.  When  he  was  finally  released  in  1951,  and  returned  to 
America,  his  body  was  severely  swollen  from  avitaminosis  resulting  from 
this  limited  diet. 

In  the  meantime,  Estelle  had  returned  home  to  Woodleaf,  uncertain  of 
the  fate  of  her  husband.  She  remained  there  for  some  time  until  a  fellow 
China  missionary  going  to  Berkeley,  California,  for  further  Chinese 
study  invited  her  to  go  along.  The  two  of  them  drove  across  the  country 
with  Stephen  still  in  diapers,  and  lived  together  in  Berkeley  until  Joseph 
finally  was  able  to  return  home,  where  he  saw  his  son  for  the  first  time. 

Joseph  was  not  long  in  regaining  his  health,  and  was  soon  working 
again  at  a  nearby  Veteran's  Hospital.  Nancy  was  born  in  1952,  shortly 
before  the  couple  headed  back  to  the  mission  field,  this  time  to  Taiwan, 
and  another  new  dialect  of  Chinese.  Joseph  worked  at  a  number  of 
hospitals  around  the  island  until  moving  to  Changhua  Christian  Hospital 
in  central  Taiwan,  where  he  soon  became  head  of  the  Surgery 
Department.  Except  for  a  few  brief  furloughs,  he  remained  there  until 
his  retirement  in  1980,  operating,  supervising  a  rapidly  growing  staff, 
teaching,  training  surgeons,  and  spending  weekends  at  hospitals  in 
smaller  towns.  Estelle  was  busy,  too,  putting  her  experience  to  work 
supervising  a  training  program  for  nurses  who  came  to  the  hospital  from 
a  number  of  schools  and  nursing  colleges.  Their  last  two  children, 
Donald  and  Douglas,  were  both  born  in  this  hospital.  In  addition  to  their 
work  in  the  hospital  they  were  also  active  in  the  missionary  community, 
teaching  Sunday  School,  leading  Bible  studies,  and  speaking  on 
numerous  occasions.  When  they  retired  from  the  mission  field  in  1980, 
they  were  made  honorary  citizens  of  Changhua  in  recognition  of  a 
quarter  century  of  dedicated  service  to  the  people  there.  In  1986  they 
returned  briefly  to  Taiwan  to  take  part  in  the  dedication  of  a  new  multi- 
story hospital  building,  built  on  the  site  of  a  house  in  which  they  had 
once  lived  while  working  in  a  dilapidated  two-story  wooden  hospital 
building  twenty  years  earlier. 

Their  retirement  from  the  mission  field,  however,  is  not  the  end  of  the 
story.  After  recovering  from  wrist  surgery,  Joseph  ventured  out  again  in 
1981  with  indefatigable  energy  to  a  home  mission  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  the  Red  Bird  Hospital  in  Beverly,  Kentucky.  In  the  face  of  great 
inconveniences,  inadequate  staff,  and  a  grueling  schedule  which  would 
have  worn  out  even  a  much  younger  man,  they  remained  there  until 
Joseph  reached  the  age  of  seventy. 

Faithful  to  the  end,  they  then  set  forth  once  again,  the  fourth  time,  to  a 
new  mission  field,  Pakistan.  They  spent  four  months  learning  yet  another 
language,  adjusting  to  yet  another  culture  and  set  of  working  conditions, 
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until  their  application  for  a  residence  visa  was  denied  and  they  returned 
once  again  to  North  Carolina.  Since  then  they  have  made  their  home  in 
Montreat,  where  they  continue  to  be  active  in  volunteer  work. 

Estelle  was  baptized  at  Unity  on  September  28,  1919,  and  united  with 
the  church  by  profession  of  faith  on  September  9,  1928.  She  and  Dr. 
Wilkerson  continue  to  be  active  members  of  Unity,  participating  in  the 
worship  and  work  of  the  church  whenever  in  the  Woodleaf  community. 
The  congregation  is  proud  to  have  had  a  part  in  the  support  of  their  years 
of  service  to  our  Lord. 

LOUISE  FLEMING 

Louise  Fleming  was  born  on  April  29,  1930,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Gwendolyn  ("Jinks")  Fleming,  in  Woodleaf,  North  Carolina.  The 
right  front  row  in  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  was  the  Fleming  pew.  Rev. 
Nathan  E.  Oplinger  and  then  the  Rev.  Joseph  Armfield  were  Louise's 
ministers  as  she  grew  up.  She  remembers  Mrs.  Evelyn  Watson  and  Mrs. 
Troy  Gillean  as  her  first  Sunday  School  teachers. 

When  Louise  was  six  years  old,  Miss  Helen  Bailey  was  home  on 
furlough.  A  cottage  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the  Fleming  home,  and 
Miss  Helen  asked  the  group  to  sing,  "Where  He  Leads  Me,  I  Will 
Follow".  It  was  during  the  singing  of  the  hymn  that  Louise  first  thought 
of  becoming  a  missionary.  Seven  years  later  she  stood  in  a  circle  at  a 
Conference  at  Ben  Lippen,  singing  the  same  song  and  saying,  "Here  am 
I,  send  me".  (Later  in  Africa,  Louise  was  to  learn  to  paraphrase  the  song 
to  "What  He  feeds  me,  I  will  swallow!") 

Louise  was  in  Miss  Catherine  Brazell's  first  Bible  Class  at  Woodleaf 
School.  When  she  graduated,  Miss  Brazell  gave  her  one  of  her  life  verses: 
"As  thou  goest  step  by  step,  He  will  open  the  way  before  thee"  (Proverbs 
4:12,  literal  translation) .  Along  the  way  Louise  took  many  steps,  and  God 
was  with  her  throughout,  leading  the  way  as  he  had  promised. 

In  1952,  she  graduated  from  Bob  Jones  University  with  a  B.S.  in 
Elementary  Education.  She  then  taught  first  grade  for  two  years  in  St. 
Stephen,  South  Carolina.  During  this  time  she  took  courses  on  Saturdays 
for  three  semesters  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Graduate 
School  of  Education,  and  was  active  in  the  Presbyterian  church  in  that 
community. 

In  the  summer  of  1954,  Louise  studied  French  at  the  Summer 
Language  Institute  at  Yale  University.  She  then  attended  the  Assembly's 
Training  School  in  Richmond.  In  1955,  she  received  orientation,  and  was 
commissioned  at  a  service  at  Montreat,  North  Carolina.  It  was  then  that 
she  was  appointed  as  a  missionary  to  the  Belgian  Congo,  Africa  (now 
Zaire). 

In  1955-1956,  Louise  studied  French,  Teaching  Methods  and  other 
subjects  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  as  required  by  the  Belgium  Government 
for  certification  in  teaching  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  which  at  that  time  was 
a  colony  of  Belgium.  Her  first  term  as  a  missionary  was  from  1956  to 
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1959,  and  was  spent  studying  the  Ishiluba  language  and  working  in  the 
Elementary  School  at  Luebo  (800  students  in  20  classes!). 

In  1959,  Louise  returned  to  the  States  on  furlough,  and  spoke  in 
churches  and  in  church  camps  in  seven  states.  During  the  1960-1961 
school  term  she  taught  second  grade  in  Hamlet,  North  Carolina  while 
waiting  for  permission  to  return  to  the  Congo  —  which  had  received  its 
independence. 

Returning  to  the  Congo  in  1961,  Louise  served  her  second  missionary 
term  at  Katubue,  Congo  (now  Zaire),  teaching  in  a  Junior  and  Senior 
High  School,  which  was  a  joint  Presbyterian-Methodist  school.  She 
taught  mostly  Bible  and  English,  as  well  as  some  classes  in  French, 
History,  Geography,  etc.  She  returned  to  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  (formerly  the  Assembly  Training  School)  in  1966, 
and  spent  a  year  on  furlough  studying  there.  During  that  time  she 
graduated  with  a  Masters  degree  in  Christian  Education. 

From  1967  to  1971,  and  from  1972  to  1975,  Louise  was  back  at 
Katubue,  continuing  to  teach  Bible  and  English.  She  was  also  treasurer 
of  the  school  and  mission  station.  During  her  years  at  Katubue  —  at 
different  times  —  Louise  served  as  treasurer  of  the  church,  and  as  a 
deacon  and  later  as  an  elder. 

During  1976-1977,  Louise  taught  English,  French  and  Christian 
Education  at  the  Preacher-Training  School  at  Ndesha,  Zaire,  and  was 
treasurer  of  the  school.  The  following  year  she  continued  in  that  same 
capacity  part-time,  while  stationed  at  Mbuji-Mayi.  She  was  also  Assistant 
to  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Evangelism,  and  worked  in  the 
Division  of  Christian  Education.  During  her  last  three  months  in  Zaire, 
Louise  was  Acting  Field  Treasurer  and  Assistant  to  the  General 
Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kasai,  Zaire. 

The  church  schools  in  Zaire  were  nationalized  in  1975,  and  Louise 
was  told  to  get  rid  of  all  her  things,  that  she  would  never  return  to  Zaire 
after  furlough.  But  she  did  return  in  1976,  a  testimony  to  the  power  of 
God,  and  her  listening  to  His  voice,  rather  than  the  voices  of  men.  She 
spent  the  time  from  1976  to  1978  covering  furloughs  for  first  one,  then 
another,  and  then  another  missionary.  Several  other  jobs  were  available, 
but  in  1978,  Louise  took  the  hardest  step,  and  made  the  hardest  decision 
of  her  life  —  to  resign  from  mission  work  in  Zaire.  The  decision  was  one 
she  struggled  with  for  over  a  year.  Her  reasons  for  resigning  were  several 
and  quite  complex  —  her  letter  of  resignation  was  three  pages  long! 

Louise  writes,  "I  am  grateful  to  my  parents  and  Unity  Church  for 
obeying  the  third  stanza  of  "O  Zion,  Haste,  Thy  Mission  High 
Fulfilling",  a  hymn  that  was  sung  many  times: 

Give  of  thy  sons  (daughter,  in  this  case)  to  bear  the  message 

glorious, 
Give  of  thy  wealth  to  speed  them  on  their  way; 
Pour  out  thy  soul  for  them  in  prayer  victorious, 
And  all  thou  spendest,  Jesus  will  repay." 
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Miss  Fleming's  parents  were  devoted  members  of  Unity.  Her  father, 
Robert  H.  Fleming,  served  as  an  elder  from  1929  to  1966,  and  then 
again  in  the  Classes  of  1968  and  1972.  He  also  served  for  many  years  as  a 
Sunday  School  teacher,  as  did  "Miss  Jinks",  Louise's  mother.  Louise  was 
baptized  at  Unity  on  December  28,  1930,  and  united  with  the  church  on 
June  30,  1940.  Her  dedicated  service  to  her  Lord,  during  her  twenty- 
two  years  of  full-time  mission  service  —  and  during  the  years  since  then 
—  have  been  a  blessing  to  many.  Throughout  her  life  she  has  obeyed  the 
leading  of  God  —  where  He  has  led,  she  has  followed. 


WALTER  P.  FLEMING 

WALTER  PAIGE  FLEMING 

Walter  was  born  on  June  24,  1937,  in  Woodleaf,  and  was  the  third  of 
five  children  of  Albert  Henderson  and  Eva  Nell  Shook  Fleming.  He 
attended  the  Woodleaf  School,  graduating  in  1955.  During  his  college 
years  at  Columbia  Bible  College  he  worked  each  summer  at  the  Burling- 
ton Textile  Mill  in  Cooleemee,  and  because  of  the  helpfulness  of  Rev. 
Joseph  Armfield  he  had  the  opportunity  to  preach  each  summer  at  Unity. 
Following  his  graduation  in  1959,  he  and  Clara  Venetia  Felton  were 
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married  on  August  28th  in  Key  Largo,  Florida.  He  and  his  new  bride 
moved  to  Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  in  January  1960,  in  order  to  enter 
Covenant  Theological  Seminary.  Their  first  child,  Rhonda  Lynn,  was 
born  there  on  Easter  Sunday  1962.  He  completed  his  seminary  training 
in  the  spring  of  1963  and  immediately  moved  to  Cambridge,  Iowa,  to 
become  the  pastor  of  the  Cambridge  Bible  Presbyterian  Church.  Two 
sons  were  born  in  Iowa,  Mark  Edward  on  July  21,  1963,  and  Steven 
Philip  on  November  19,  1964.  The  family  returned  to  the  Woodleaf 
community  during  the  Christmas  season  of  1966  and  the  third  son, 
Glenn  Alan,  was  born  in  Salisbury  on  February  22,  1967.  He  accepted 
the  call  to  pastor  the  Concord  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  fall  of  1967,  and  their  youngest  child,  Rebecca  Ann,  was  born 
there  on  September  29,  1970.  On  January  1,  1971,  the  family  moved  to 
the  Scotts  Community  of  Iredell  County,  and  Walter  became  the  pastor 
of  two  churches,  New  Amity  and  Stony  Point  Associate  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  now  in  his  seventeenth  year  of  ministry  there. 

Walter  has  been  active  in  his  denomination  both  on  the  Synod  and 
Presbytery  levels,  but  perhaps  his  most  challenging  job  was  serving  as 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  ARP  Home,  Inc.,  with  the 
responsibility  of  securing  the  funds,  making  the  plans,  and  overseeing 
the  construction  of  a  one  hundred  apartment  retirement  center  called 
the  ARP  Manor  in  Gastonia. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served  as  the  chairman  of  the  Stony  Point 
Ministerial  Fellowship,  which,  in  addition  to  the  fifth  Sunday  communi- 
ty worship  services,  oversees  a  church  sponsored  used  clothing  outlet, 
The  Second  Mile  Store,  and  a  nutritional  ministry  for  people  over  sixty 
years  old,  serving  a  good  balanced  diet  lunch  five  days  each  week,  with  a 
carry  out  service  for  the  home-bound  people. 

His  past  hobbies  have  included  woodworking,  fruit-tree  grafting,  bee- 
keeping, gardening,  and  his  current  hobby  is  hand-made  pottery  made 
on  the  potter's  wheel. 

Walter  united  with  Unity  church  as  a  young  man  of  fifteen  on  May  10, 
1952,  by  profession  of  faith.  His  mother,  and  other  members  of  his  family 
continue  to  be  active  in  this  church. 

WILSON  KRIDER  FLEMING 

Wilson  Krider  was  born  on  January  5,  1941,  the  youngest  son  of 
Albert  Henderson  and  Eva  Nell  Shook  Fleming,  in  Woodleaf.  He  was 
baptized  at  Unity  on  October  11,  1942,  and  united  with  the  church 
when  he  was  eleven,  on  May  10,  1952. 

Wilson  attended  Woodleaf  School,  where  he  sat  under  the  Bible 
teaching  of  Miss  Catherine  Brazell.  He  remembers  that  she  arrived  at 
the  Woodleaf  School  in  February  of  his  first  grade  year,  and  gives  her 
much  credit  for  inspiring  his  love  for  the  Scriptures.  His  love  for  the 
Word  of  God  was  also  enhanced  during  his  early  years  by  his  first  Sunday 
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WILSON  FLEMING 

School  teachers,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Watson  and  Mrs.  Troy  Gillean,  and  by  the 
preaching  and  ministry  of  Rev.  Joseph  Armfield. 

Fleming  graduated  from  Columbia  Bible  College  in  1964,  and  then 
from  Covenant  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  in  1966  with  a  M.A.  in  Biblical 
Studies.  For  the  past  nineteen  years  he  has  been  teaching  in  Christian 
schools,  beginning  with  one  year  at  the  North  Hills  Christian  School  in 
Salisbury.  This  was  followed  by  eight  years  at  the  Rockford  Christian 
School,  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  currently  he  is  completing  his  tenth  year 
at  the  Heritage  Christian  School  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Wilson  has 
spent  several  of  his  summers  taking  undergraduate  and  graduate  courses 
at  secular  universities  in  the  area  of  geography. 

With  an  emphasis  on  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  Fleming  has  spent  his  life 
serving  God  through  teaching,  and  setting  a  godly  example  for  his  stu- 
dents. 

GWENDOLYN  FLEMING  HOLLIMAN 

Gwendolyn  Fleming  and  her  twin  sister  Jacquelyn  were  born  on  Au- 
gust 17,  1947,  to  Robert  H.  and  Gwendolyn  ("Jinks")  Bailey  Fleming,  in 
Woodleaf.  Their  father  served  as  an  elder  at  Unity  for  over  forty  years, 
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and  clerk  of  Session  for  thirteen  years.  The  two  girls  were  baptized  on 
January  4,  1948,  at  Unity,  and  united  with  the  church  on  August  8,  1955. 

Gwen  attended  the  Woodleaf  School,  and  the  Unity  Sunday  School. 
She  received  her  Bible  training  at  home,  through  the  dedicated  Sunday 
School  teachers  at  Unity,  and  through  the  Bible  classes  at  Woodleaf 
School,  taught  by  Miss  Catherine  Brazell. 

Gwen  has  been  teaching  in  Christian  schools  since  1974,  and  is  pres- 
ently teaching  in  the  New  Testament  Baptist  School  in  La  Crosse,  Virgin- 
ia. She  and  Nathaniel  Holliman  were  married  in  July,  1978.  Nathaniel  is 
also  a  Bible  teacher,  currently  teaching  in  the  same  school. 

Dedicated  Christian  parents,  a  loving  family,  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  ministers  (particularly  Rev.  Armfield)  to  guide  her,  and  the  in-depth 
Bible  study  under  Miss  Brazell,  all  contributed  to  Gwen's  desire  to  share 
God's  Word  with  children,  as  she  has  done  so  faithfully  these  past  four- 
teen years  —  and  continues  to  do  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

HUGH  LEE  McKINNEY 

Hugh  Lee  McKinney  was  born  May  10,  1919,  at  Woodleaf,  Rowan 
County,  North  Carolina,  as  the  only  son  of  Fred  Galleton  and  Margaret 
(Maggie)  Fleming  McKinney.  Besides  helping  on  the  family  farm,  he 
worked  at  Bailey  Brother's  truck  farm,  Harold  Bailey's  farm  and  at  Ken- 
ney's  Shoe  Store  in  Salisbury.  Upon  graduation  from  Woodleaf  High 
School  in  May  1936,  Miss  Christine  Price,  former  high  school  teacher, 
got  Hugh  a  job  with  Western  Union  Telegraph  Service  in  Salisbury,  as 
the  only  job  available.  At  night  during  this  time  he  went  back  to  the 
office  and  learned  to  type  on  his  own. 

From  early  on  Hugh  tells  of  the  large  part  played  by  Unity  Church  in 
his  life.  He  was  baptized  there  on  August  31,  1919.  He  has  the  New 
Testament  earned  by  reciting  the  Child's  Catechism  to  his  mother,  a 
long-time  Sunday  School  teacher  of  young  women  at  Unity,  which  is 
signed  by  her  and  Robert  (Rob)  Fleming,  cousin,  as  Sunday  School  su- 
perintendent. It  was  during  these  same  early  years  that  Hugh  Lee  and 
other  young  men  remember  being  in  Mr.  Harlan  Gillean's  Sunday  School 
class  where  good  teaching  and  encouragement  for  Christian  living  were 
received.  Too,  Hugh  received  encouragement  to  attend  Presbyterian 
conferences  and  camps  at  Mitchell  College  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  "Opie" 
and  Miss  "Sadie",  beloved  pastor  and  wife  (Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  E. 
Oplinger),  worked  with  the  young  people  on  Sunday  nights  by  placing 
them  in  leadership  positions  and  overseeing  their  activities.  One  par- 
ticular year  is  remembered  when  some  25  or  30  people  were  elected 
("and  hopefully  we  all  served!")  to  places  of  leadership  in  the  youth 
organization. 

As  Hugh  was  about  to  finish  a  year's  work  at  Western  Union,  Mr. 
Oplinger  arranged  a  work  scholarship  for  him  at  Lees-McRae  Presbyte- 
rian Junior  College  at  Banner  Elk,  North  Carolina,  which  was  to  begin  in 
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the  summer  of  1937  after  school  was  out.  As  Hugh  Lee  mentioned  in  a 
sermon  at  homecoming  some  years  ago  at  Unity,  getting  to  go  to  Lees- 
McRae  was  the  best  thing  that  had  happened  to  him  at  that  point  in  his 
life.  Here  he,  as  did  all  other  students,  worked  two  days  a  week,  he  in  the 
dining  room  weekdays.  Chapel  was  a  daily  requirement,  but  for  him  and 
others  it  was  not  considered  a  bore,  but  a  privilege. 

While  at  Lees-McRae  he  was  on  the  football  and  basketball  squads, 
lettering  in  both  sports,  and  in  the  second  year  qualifying  for  initiation  in 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  Fraternity,  an  honorary  scholastic  society,  based  on  his 
grades. 

Again,  upon  graduation  in  May  1939,  jobs  were  very  hard  to  come  by. 
After  an  unsuccessful  try  out  with  the  St.  Louis  Cardinal  baseball  farm 
team  at  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  and  later  with  the  strong  semi-pro 
baseball  team  of  Lance  Peanutbutter  Company  in  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  Hugh  was  back  at  the  Bailey  truck  farm.  In  October,  1939 
through  friends  from  Banner  Elk  a  job  was  secured  at  Hanes  Knitting 
Mill  in  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina.  There  he  worked  in  the  packing 
room  and  played  basketball  and  baseball  for  the  company  team  until 
drafted  into  the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina,  in  February 
1941  as  a  $21.00  a  month  private.  While  in  Winston  he  was  one  of  the 
first  "sixth  men"  and  "swing  men",  playing  on  the  basketball  team. 

The  second  best  thing  that  happened  to  Hugh  at  this  time  was  meeting 
and  winning  the  hand  of  Edith  Hall,  a  Baptist  minister's  daughter  from 
Lillington,  North  Carolina.  Edith  was  working  as  hostess  in  the  post 
cafeteria  where  Hugh  was  "jerking  sodas"  to  earn  a  few  extra  dollars. 
They  married  in  September  1942,  just  prior  to  receipt  of  orders  for 
Hugh  to  attend  Officer  Candidate  School  at  Fort  Lee,  Virginia. 

Military  service  during  and  after  World  War  II  was  kind  to  Hugh  and 
Edith.  After  graduation  as  a  second  lieutenant  in  December  1942,  he 
was  assigned  to  the  personnel  section  of  a  Quartermaster  School  Regi- 
ment who  took  recruits  and  after  90  days  training  they  became  second 
lieutenants.  In  October  1944,  as  a  company  commander,  Hugh  took  a 
black  quartermaster  company  to  France  to  bathe  and  fumigate  the  fight- 
ing troops.  Upon  his  return  to  the  States  at  the  end  of  World  War  II  in 
January  1 946,  he  was  separated  as  a  major  and  began  a  short  tour  in  civil 
service,  first  counseling  soldiers  separating  at  the  Fort  Bragg  Separation 
Center  and  later  with  the  Veterans  Administration  in  Monroe,  North 
Carolina,  as  an  Industrial  Training  Officer,  supervising  the  placing  of 
servicemen  in  training  in  various  fields  of  industry.  Ironically,  a  neighbor 
and  close  friend,  Edwin  H.  Wetmore,  was  in  training  with  Hugh  in 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  but  Edwin  was  an  agriculture  training 
officer. 

McKinney  had  registered  to  enter  law  school  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  but  after  a  two  day  exam  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina, 
he  was  one  of  9,000  plus  officers  selected  out  of  110,000  war-time 
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officers  to  receive  a  regular  Army  commission.  In  July  1946,  he  returned 
to  military  service  at  Washington  D.C.,  and  Fort  Lee,  Virginia,  to  attend 
the  first  Quartermaster  Advanced  Officers'  Course  after  World  War  II. 
Other  assignments  included  tours  in  Austria;  Europe;  Washington,  D.C.; 
Anchorage,  Alaska;  Texas;  Korea  and  back  to  Washington,  D.C.,  for 
three  and  one-half  years  prior  to  retirement  as  a  Lt.  Colonel,  U.S.A. 

While  in  Austria,  Hugh  was  player-coach  on  the  basketball  team 
which  won  the  company  level  championship  of  Austria  in  1948-49,  and 
he  played  and  coached  baseball  and  other  sports  in  Wels,  Austria,  while 
serving  as  accountable  officer  at  the  only  quartermaster  depot  in  Austria. 
Hugh  said,  "Although  I  had  achieved  some  desired  goals  in  sports  and  in 
my  military  career,  and  should  have  been  on  top  of  the  world,  I  felt  that 
there  was  something  missing  in  my  life,  something  lacking."  Later  he 
was  to  find  out  what. 

The  Korean  War  broke  out  just  before  Hugh  and  Edith  returned  from 
Austria  to  New  York.  Six  months  training  at  the  Quartermaster  Petrole- 
um Laboratory  Course  in  New  Jersey  resulted  in  an  assignment  at  the 
Armed  Forces  Petroleum  Purchasing  Agency  in  Washington,  D.C., 
where  Hugh  was  the  only  military  buyer  of  petroleum  products  (the  rest 
were  civil  service)  for  all  the  Armed  Services.  This  was  a  real  highlight  of 
his  military  career.  Here,  also,  Hugh  and  Edith  adopted  Richard  Warren 
McKinney.  Hugh  joined  the  Baptist  Church  where  he  was  put  to  work 
immediately  as  a  teacher  and  coach  of  the  intermediate  Sunday  School 
boys'  class.  Later  he  was  department  director  and  then  general  Sunday 
School  superintendent.  Also,  with  much  help  from  Edith,  Hugh  com- 
pleted his  additional  two  years  of  college,  at  night,  attending  classes 
from  the  University  of  Maryland  at  the  Pentagon.  He  received  a  Bache- 
lor of  Science  Degree  in  Military  Science. 

It  was  on  the  next  Army  assignment  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  as  assistant 
area  Petroleum  Officer  for  Alaska,  that  the  third  important  thing  in 
Hugh's  life  happened  —  "Really  the  most  important  thing,"  says  Hugh! 
After  coming  under  some  strong  preaching  by  the  pastor  at  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  Dr.  Felton  Griffin  from  Garland,  Texas, 
Hugh  realized  he  never  had  turned  his  life  over  fully  to  Christ.  From  that 
minute  on  he  felt  a  call  to  the  ministry,  but  it  was  nine  years  before  the 
Lord  opened  the  way  for  him  to  retire  and  start  seminary  studies.  During 
these  nine  years  Hugh  was  active  as  a  layman  serving  in  churches  in 
Texas,  New  York  and  Korea,  as  deacon,  Sunday  School  superintendent 
and  acting  educational  director. 

It  was  on  his  last  overseas  assignment  as  Eighth  U.S.  Army  Petroleum 
Officer  in  Korea  before  the  Washington  assignment  that  his  final  spiritual 
objective  came  into  focus.  There  he  met  and  visited  in  the  homes  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  —  30  or  more  at  that  time,  where  he 
taught  an  English-speaking  Sunday  School  class  in  a  Korean  Baptist 
Church,  was  elected  a  deacon  in  that  church  and  at  a  retreat  arranged  by 
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the  South  Baptist  missionaries  at  the  Eighth  U.S.  Army  Retreat  Center, 
he  first  made  public  his  call  to  full-time  Christian  service.  There,  too,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  early  Monday  morning  prayer  group  which  met  in 
the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Abernathy,  Baptist  missionaries,  but  the 
group  included  missionaries  from  all  the  evangelical  faiths  plus  World 
Vision,  TEAM  Radio,  Child  Evangelism,  Salvation  Army  and  many  oth- 
ers. Here  Hugh  was  privy  to  all  the  missionary  activities  going  on  in 
Korea. 

Hugh  says,  "After  Army  retirement  it  would  have  been  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  spend  six  and  one-half  years  getting  a  master's  and 
later  a  doctor's  degree,  had  I  not  had  my  retired  pay,  the  G.I.  Education- 
al Bill,  and  an  understanding  and  industrious  wife,  to  help  support  my 
efforts.  By  then  Elaine,  our  daughter,  had  also  been  adopted,  so  one  child 
in  elementary  school,  one  child  in  high  school,  and  myself  in  graduate 
school  and  Edith  taking  some  seminary  courses  along  the  way  was  some- 
thing!" 

Hugh  Lee  bought  and  sold  used  cars,  worked  as  a  telephone  solicitor 
selling  securities,  and  as  a  sales  person  in  Montgomery  Ward's  until 
called  as  Minister  of  Education  at  North  Fort  Worth  Baptist  Church  in 
October  1965.  Besides  serving  four  years  at  the  church,  he  graded  for 
one  professor  in  the  School  of  Religious  Education  for  five  years. 

Prior  to  graduation  from  the  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  in  May  1970,  with  a  Doctor  of  Education 
Degree,  Hugh  Lee  wrote  to  Unity  and  other  churches  and  people,  who 
had  assisted  him  in  his  spiritual  pilgrimage  to  that  point,  to  thank  them 
for  their  help,  encouragement  and  prayers. 

While  in  seminary  McKinney  majored  in  Church  and  Business  Admin- 
istration and  minored  in  Adult  Education  and  Psychology.  For  most  of 
five  years  he  was  a  part  of  the  weekly  Integrity  Therapy  Family  Counsel- 
ing Center.  Hugh  thought  he  was  preparing  to  teach  in  a  Baptist  college 
or  seminary,  but  the  Lord  had  other  plans  for  him! 

In  a  missions  program  at  the  seminary  he  surrendered  for  missions.  As 
Hugh  tells  it,  although  he  has  not  gone  overseas  as  a  missionary,  his  four 
years  as  a  minister  of  education  at  a  church,  and  serving  at  Campbell 
University,  North  Carolina;  Dallas  Baptist  University,  Texas;  and  Grand 
Canyon  College  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  as  Director  of  Public  Relations, 
Church  Relations  and  Corporate  Relations  together  with  his  thirteen 
years  with  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association  as  Special  Assis- 
tant, have  been  missions  work,  he  feels,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word. 
Helping  people  by  ministering  to  them  in  the  intimate  area  of  their 
personal  finances  and  aiding  them  in  being  good  stewards  of  their  pos- 
sessions has  proven  to  be  a  very  fulfilling  and  rewarding  ministry  for 
Hugh  Lee.  People  are  everywhere  needing  God  and  His  love. 

Like  his  mentor,  Dr.  Billy  Graham,  who  gave  credit  to  his  father-in- 
law,  Dr.  Nelson  Bell,  former  Presbyterian  medical  missionary  to  China, 
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Hugh  is  indebted  to  his  father-in-law,  the  late  Reverend  Romulus  Ferdi- 
nand Hall,  Baptist  minister,  whose  prayers,  support  and  encouragement 
have  meant  much  even  though  Reverend  Hall  passed  away  before  Hugh 
got  to  the  seminary. 

Hugh  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  at  Grace  Temple  Baptist 
Church,  Dallas  Texas,  on  May  2,  1976,  where  the  McKinneys  were 
members  and  where  a  friend  from  seminary  days,  Dr.  Douglas  Laird,  was 
pastor.  Hugh  has  been  recognized  by  the  following  awards:  Who's  Who 
in  Texas,  1968;  Who's  Who  in  North  Carolina,  1973  and  Who's  Who  in 
Religion,  First  Edition,  1976-77. 

At  no  time  has  Unity  Church  and  the  people  of  Woodleaf  failed  to 
encourage  and  show  their  love  to  Hugh  and  his  family.  He  says,  "It's  my 
joy  and  privilege  to  know  you." 

Their  son,  Richard,  passed  away  May  15,  1984.  The  McKinneys,  to- 
gether with  daughter,  Elaine,  and  her  son,  Jonathan  David  Lennon, 
continue  to  reside  in  Austin,  Texas. 

GRANDSONS  OF  UNITY 

Unity  has  two  "grandsons"  in  the  ministry,  men  whose  grandparents 
were  active  members  of  this  congregation.  They  are  Russell  Booth  Flem- 
ing and  C.  Spears  Alexander.  Fleming  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Nathan  Neely 
Fleming,  Jr.  and  Jessamine  Roberts  Booth  Fleming.  His  grandfather, 
Nathan  Neely  Fleming,  Sr.  served  as  an  elder  at  Unity  from  1903  to 
1929,  and  as  clerk  of  Session  from  1910  to  1923.  Russell  was  born  in 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  was  ordained  by  Orange  Presbytery  on 
June  6,  1948.  He  is  currently  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Mount  Carmel 
Presbyterian  Church,  Steeles  Tavern,  Virginia,  where  he  has  been  since 
1978. 

Alexander  is  the  son  of  C.  Spears  and  Mildred  Click  Alexander.  He 
grew  up  in  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  but  often  came  to  Woodleaf  to 
visit  his  maternal  grandparents,  D.  Edward  and  Alma  Kluttz  Click.  His 
grandfather  was  a  deacon  at  Unity  for  many  years.  Spears  is  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  current- 
ly working  in  a  ministry  with  retarded  citizens  in  Boone,  North  Carolina, 
and  supplying  vacant  pulpits. 
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OUR  MISSIONS 

KIM  AND  DICKIE  MYERS 

In  March  of  1988,  the  Unity  congregation  "adopted"  the  husband  and 
wife  team  of  Dickie  and  Kim  Myers  as  their  missionaries.  Following  the 
death  of  Miss  Helen  Bailey,  the  Session  gathered  information  from  the 
various  adult  Sunday  School  classes  concerning  their  choice  of  mission- 
aries to  begin  receiving  the  Sunday  School  offering  on  the  Second  Sun- 
day of  each  month.  (This  offering  had  gone  to  support  Miss  Helen  since 
1936.)  After  carefully  considering  several  options,  the  Session  passed  a 
motion  to  support  Kim  and  Dickie  Myers  with  this  offering.  The  Myers 
are  currently  appointees  for  mission  work  in  Niger,  West  Africa,  under 
the  SIM  Mission  Board. 

Dickie  is  the  youngest  of  five  children  born  to  Val  and  Lorraine  Myers 
of  Route  9,  Salisbury.  He  had  his  earliest  spiritual  training  at  a  local 
Baptist  church.  He  graduated  from  West  Rowan  High  School  in  1971. 
Being  quite  involved  in  baseball,  both  in  high  school  and  American 
Legion,  he  proceeded  to  graduate  from  Pfeiffer  College,  majoring  in 
health  and  physical  education.  He  had  hoped  to  play  professional  base- 
ball, but  this  dream  did  not  materialize.  God  gently  dealt  with  him 
through  His  word,  and  Dickie  grew  in  faith  at  the  Maranatha  Bible 
Church.  As  he  contemplated  Christ's  call  to  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
he  responded:  "Here  am  I,  send  me!"  (Isaiah  6:8) 

Kim  is  also  a  native  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Annette  Morgan,  and  attended  Woodleaf  Elementary  School, 
as  did  her  mother.  She  first  thought  about  world  missions  as  she  sat  under 
the  Bible  teaching  of  Catherine  Brazell  —  the  West  Rowan  and  Wood- 
leaf  Bible  Teacher.  She  graduated  from  West  Rowan  in  1975  and  went  to 
UNC-Greensboro  obtaining  a  degree  in  chemistry.  More  importantly, 
her  walk  with  Christ  solidified  while  in  college  as  she  realized  "what 
shall  a  man  profit  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  yet  loses  his  own  soul" 
(Luke  9:25)  Committing  herself  to  Christ's  global  cause  to  reach  all 
nations,  she  followed  the  Lord's  direction  to  Chapel  Hill  Medical  School 
and  then  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  to  become  boarded  in  Family  Medi- 
cine. 

Dickie  and  Kim  sensed  God's  leading  them  to  serve  Him  together  and 
were  married  in  March,  1987.  They  have  been  accepted  with  SIM  (for- 
merly the  Sudan  Interior  Mission,  founded  in  1893)  to  serve  in  a  one 
hundred  bed  mission  hospital  in  Niger,  West  Africa.  Less  than  one  per- 
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cent  of  the  people  there  are  Christians.  Dickie  and  Kim  look  forward  to 
demonstrating  God's  love  through  support  and  medical  ministries. 
Dickie  expects  to  be  busy  with  the  maintenance  and  construction  needs 
of  the  hospital.  Kim  will  be  busy  with  a  schedule  in  the  hospital,  as  well  as 
at  home.  On  March  7,  1988,  God  blessed  them  with  a  daughter,  Karis 
Annette. 

The  Myers  will  be  involved  in  nine  months  of  French  study  in  Quebec, 
and  then  leave  for  Niger,  to  begin  their  work  there. 

The  members  and  friends  of  Unity  are  thankful  to  God  that  they  are 
able  to  continue  a  long  tradition  of  supporting  foreign  missions  through 
their  support  of  Kim  and  Dickie.  "And  how  shall  they  preach,  except 
they  be  sent?"  (Romans  10:15)  Unity  is  proud  to  be  involved  in  sending 
those  who  will  go  forth  to  share  their  faith  in  word  and  deed. 

MOZELLE  COPE  GILLEAN 

Mozelle  Cope  Gillean  was  born  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina  on 
April  8,  1913,  and  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Wiley  Baxter  and  Lou  Effie 
Hendrix  Cope.  She  grew  up  in  Davie  County  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Davie  and  Davidson  Counties,  and  spent  one  year  at  Wingate 
Junior  College,  preparing  to  teach  school.  Circumstances  intervened 
which  did  not  allow  her  to  teach,  including  her  marriage  on  February  29, 
1931,  to  Kenneth  Harlan  Gillean,  son  of  C.  Harlan  and  Troy  Wetmore 
Gillean.  Mozelle  and  Kenneth  were  to  be  married  by  her  minister  in 
Davie  County,  but  because  of  illness,  he  was  not  able  to  perform  the 
ceremony.  The  couple  asked  Rev.  Nathan  E.  Oplinger,  pastor  at  Unity  to 
marry  them  in  the  manse.  He  consented,  but  upon  looking  at  the  mar- 
riage license,  realized  he  could  not  marry  them  in  Rowan  County.  The 
result  was  that  the  couple  was  married  by  Rev.  Oplinger  on  that  day,  but 
in  the  manse  at  the  Cooleemee  Presbyterian  Church  instead! 

One  child  was  born  to  the  couple,  James  Erving,  on  February  17, 
1933.  He  now  lives  in  Florida  with  his  family. 

Mozelle  joined  Unity  by  transfer  of  letter  on  October  23,  1932.  She 
served  Unity  in  many  ways,  including  teaching  a  Sunday  School  class. 
Mozelle  remembers  one  lesson  which  was  on  "hindrances  of  life"  and 
she  asked  each  girl  in  her  class  to  name  something  that  caused  problems 
in  her  life.  One  young  girl  spoke  up  and  answered  "weeds".  It  seemed 
that  her  mother  "makes  me  weed  the  flower  garden  every  week,  and 
sometimes  I  pull  out  some  of  the  flowers,  and  I  get  upset"! 

The  Gilleans  lived  first  on  the  Gillean  family  farm  on  Potneck  Road, 
then  on  a  dairy  farm  below  Salisbury,  back  to  Woodleaf,  and  then  to 
North  Wilkesboro  in  1947  because  of  Kenneth's  job  as  supervisor  for 
western  North  Carolina  with  Nationwide  Insurance.  They  returned  to 
Woodleaf  in  1955. 

Kenneth  died  on  June  24,  1974,  while  Mozelle  was  in  the  hospital 
awaiting  surgery.  After  a  period  of  recuperation,  Mozelle  rededicated 
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her  life  to  Christ  and  began  praying  that  God  would  guide  her  into  some 
form  of  work  for  Him.  She  was  especially  interested  in  working  with 
young  people,  but  no  opportunities  opened  up  for  her.  After  some  time 
she  began  to  challenge  God,  praying,  "Here  I  am,  ready  and  willing  to 
serve,  why  won't  you  use  me."  She  then  heard  God  saying  to  her,  "if  you 
want  to  walk  on  water,  get  out  of  the  boat."  She  knew  she  had  to  go  forth 
and  make  the  effort  to  find  the  work  God  had  planned  for  her,  so  she 
called  the  Rev.  Malcolm  M.  Bullock,  pastor  at  Unity  and  told  him  about 
her  experience.  Her  father  was  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  and  since  Rev. 
Bullock  was  planning  to  visit  him  that  day,  they  decided  to  talk  further  at 
the  hospital.  Before  going  to  the  hospital,  however,  Rev.  Bullock  stopped 
at  the  post  office,  where  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  White,  Director  of 
Grandfather  Home  for  Children,  asking  pastors  for  names  of  persons 
who  might  be  interested  in  being  houseparents  —  since  they  had  a  dire 
need  for  houseparents  at  that  very  moment.  Before  proceeding  to  the 
hospital  to  meet  with  Mozelle,  he  called  Mr.  White,  and  told  him  about 
Mozelle,  and  her  background.  Mr.  White  said,  "When  can  she  come.  If 
you  recommend  her,  she's  hired." 

Rev.  Bullock  then  went  on  to  the  hospital  and  reported  to  Mozelle, 
"I've  got  your  job!"  He  later  took  her  to  Banner  Elk  for  the  interview, 
and  indeed  Mozelle  did  get  the  job,  beginning  on  February  22,  1 975,  as 
a  houseparent  in  one  of  the  girl's  cottages.  She  loved  her  work  from  the 
very  beginning,  and  the  girls  loved  her.  She  remained  as  a  houseparent 
for  seven  years  before  beginning  her  present  job  as  "Goodwill  Ambassa- 
dor" for  the  Home. 

It  was  during  her  years  as  a  houseparent  that  Mozelle  moved  her 
church  membership  from  Unity  to  the  Banner  Elk  Presbyterian  Church 

—  a  move  which  she  did  not  intend  to  make,  but  which  came  about  in  an 
interesting  way.  The  girls  in  the  cottages  were  required  to  go  to  church 

—  not  necessarily  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  some  church  —  each 
Sunday.  One  Sunday  one  of  the  girls  did  not  want  to  go  to  church,  and 
confronted  Mozelle  saying,  "I  don't  know  why  you  want  to  go  to  that  old 
church,  you  don't  even  belong  to  it."  Mozelle  decided  it  was  time  to 
move  her  membership  as  an  example  to  the  girls.  The  girl  who  confront- 
ed her  later  joined  the  Banner  Elk  Presbyterian  Church  as  well. 

In  July  of  1982,  Mozelle  left  the  cottage,  and  took  on  a  new  challenge 
as  "Goodwill  Ambassador"  for  Grandfather  Home  for  Children,  Inc.  She 
was  nearing  retirement  age  —  the  age  at  which  she  would  no  longer  be 
allowed  to  continue  as  a  houseparent  with  the  "twenty-four  hours  a  day" 
responsibilities  that  job  involved,  and  the  board  of  Grandfather  Home 
created  the  position  of  Goodwill  Ambassador  just  for  Mozelle.  They 
wanted  her  to  stay  on  in  some  capacity  because  of  the  inspiration  she  was 
to  others,  and  her  love  for  the  home.  The  Board  asked  Mozelle  what  she 
wanted  to  do,  and  she  replied,  "I  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
but  I  didn't  know  much  about  Grandfather  Home  until  I  came  here.  I 
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want  to  go  to  the  churches  and  tell  them  about  the  home."  So  the  board 
created  a  position  where  Mozelle  could  do  exactly  that,  and  she  contin- 
ues to  work  in  that  position,  visiting  churches  and  inspiring  them  with 
the  message  of  the  wonderful  work  being  done  at  Grandfather  Home. 
She  is  especially  excited  about  their  adoption  program,  and  she  misses 
no  opportunity  to  tell  others  about  it.  But  she  is  quick  to  say,  "If  anyone 
would  have  told  me  I  would  be  filling  pulpits,  I  would  never  have  be- 
lieved it  —  but  I'm  doing  it  now!"  And  she  gives  credit  to  God  for 
"working  in  mysterious  ways,  His  wonders  to  perform." 

Mozelle  does  more  for  Grandfather  Home  than  just  go  spread  the 
word  to  churches  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  Mr.  Jim  Swinkola, 
current  director  of  the  home  says,  "Mozelle  adds  the  special  touches  for 
the  children;  the  Christmas  dinners,  Easter  parties,  why  she  and  her 
sister  Vasta  even  had  a  St.  Patrick's  Day  Party  for  the  children,  and  saw 
that  they  all  had  a  green  pen  to  take  with  them!"  Mozelle  tells  of  the 
April  Fools  Day  Party  she  had  for  the  children  where  she  turned  a  cake 
pan  upside  down,  put  icing  all  over  it,  and  served  it  —  only  when  they 
tried  to  cut  it  did  they  realize  she  had  pulled  an  April  Fool's  joke  on 
them. 

Mozelle  has  a  special  party  for  the  children  every  month  or  so,  some- 
times a  "no  special  day  party".  Mr.  Swinkola  says  that  these  would  not  be 
held  without  Mozelle.  "She  exemplifies  the  ideal  of  our  ministry  here. 
She  goes  out  and  tells  the  story  of  Grandfather  Home  from  her  heart. 
Her  personality  and  charm  are  a  perfect  fit  for  the  work  she  does.  She  is 
the  ideal  of  a  person  who  lives  her  faith.  She  is  dedicated  to  what  she 
does.  I  think  it's  obvious,  we're  glad  to  have  her  here!" 

Mozelle  says  that  "every  day  has  been  an  adventure  with  God.  I  have 
been  very  happy  with  my  work  at  Grandfather  Home.  I  often  use  the 
verse,  'When  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of  these  little  ones,  you  have 
done  it  unto  me'." 

OTHER  MISSIONS 

In  addition  to  supporting  our  own  "daughter"  missionaries  over  the 
years,  and  the  many  other  mission  causes  mentioned  in  this  book,  Unity 
is  currently  supporting  a  variety  of  outreach  missions.  Included  in  these 
are  Merle  Jr.  and  June  Dye,  with  SIM;  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators;  Radio 
Bible  Class;  Bible  Broadcasting  Network;  Glad  Tidings,  Inc.;  Barium 
Springs  Home  for  Children;  Grandfather  Home  for  Children;  Two- 
Cents-A-Meal  hunger  projects;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing;  Rowan 
Helping  Ministry;  Crisis  Assistance  Network;  Rowan  Memorial  Hospital 
Chaplaincy  program;  and  the  mission  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA)  through  benevolent  giving.  The  church  is  mission,  and  Unity 
continues  to  keep  mission  giving  as  a  high  priority.  "To  those  to  whom 
much  is  given,  much  is  required." 
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APPENDIX  A 
A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  UNITY 

The  following  "brief  history  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church"  was  writ- 
ten in  1838  by  Unity's  third  pastor,  Reverend  William  A.  Hall.  This 
history  was  recorded  by  Rev.  Hall  in  the  beginning  of  the  Sessional 
Record  book.  Evidently  Session  minutes  were  not  kept  prior  to  1838, 
but  in  that  year  a  book  was  secured  and  the  actions  of  Session  were 
recorded.  This  first  Sessional  Record  book  is  identical  to  the  one  first 
used  at  Joppa  (Hall  was  serving  both  churches).  It  is  not  an  official 
minute  book.  Rather  it  is  a  plain  cardboard  backed  book,  approximately 
one-half  inch  thick  and  eight  by  ten  inches  in  size.  The  pages  are  un- 
lined.  Dr.  T  H.  Spence,  Jr.,  longtime  curator  of  the  Historical  Founda- 
tion at  Montreat,  stated  that  many  Presbyterian  churches  began  keeping 
Sessional  records  in  the  1830's  in  response  to  resolutions  passed  by 
Presbyteries.1  On  October  9,  1830,  Concord  Presbytery  passed  a  reso- 
lution asking  "all  our  church  Sessions  to  send  up  their  records  to  our  next 
Spring  Session  and  afterwards,  annually,  which  shall  be  at  the  Stated 
Spring  Sessions."2 

Dr.  Hall's  brief  history  of  Unity  is  included  below  as  written  by  his 
hand  in  that  first  record  book. 

"The  history  of  a  church,  written  fifty  years  after  its  origin,  with  but 
few  records,  besides  the  faint  recollections  of  aged  members,  must  be, 
both  short  and  imperfect.  A  few  facts  collected  in  this  way,  is  all  we  can 
give,  of  the  rise  and  progress,  of  Unity  Church,  for  the  first  fifty  years. 

About  the  year  of  our  Lord  1788,  there  was  a  house  of  worship  erect- 
ed nearly  four  miles  east  of  the  one  that  is  now  occupied.  It  was  called 
Unity,  because  different  professions  joined  in  building  it.  The  Rev.  Jo- 
seph D.  Kilpatrick  was  the  first  stated  preacher.  He  was  ordained  in  the 
year  1792,  and  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church,  in  connection  with 
others,  until  the  year  1822,  having  preached  to  them  for  thirty  years, 
with  sometimes  greater,  and  sometimes  less  success.  His  name  is  yet  dear 
to  the  few  surviving  members  who  once  enjoyed  his  ministry.  The 
church  was  organized  at  the  first  place  of  worship  out  of  remote  parts  of 
Thyatira  and  Third  Creek  churches.  At  what  period  we  are  unable  to  say. 

The  first  members  of  the  Session  were  James  Marlin,  James  Kinkaid, 
Samuel  Wilson,  and  Henry  Robison.  They  alone  continued  to  serve  until 
the  place  of  worship  was  removed,  which  took  place  about  the  year 
1800.  The  present  house  was  then  erected  by  the  Presbyterians,  retain- 
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ing  still  the  same  name.  Soon  afterwards  William  Wilson,  Abraham  Gil- 
lean,  and  Samuel  Culbertson  were  elected  and  ordained,  to  the  office  of 
Ruling  elder.  Next  in  order,  were  Joseph  Marlin,  and  Samuel  Trott,  in  the 
place  of  two  of  the  former  members,  one  of  them  had  died,  and  the  other 
removed  to  the  west. 

In  the  year  1818,  another  addition  was  made  to  the  Session.  John 
Marlin,  and  Thomas  Williamson  were  ordained,  and  they,  together  with 
Jacob  Lyerly,  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Lutheran  Church  were  received  as 
officers  in  the  church. 

In  the  year  1822,  Mr.  Kilpatrick  gave  up  his  pastoral  care  of  the  church 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  William  F.  Watts,  a  licentiate  of  Concord 
Presbytery,  and  a  native  of  Iredell  county.  After  preaching  between  one 
and  two  years,  with  great  acceptance,  he  was  ordained,  as  an  evangelist. 
His  trial  sermon  preparatory  to  ordination,  was  the  last  he  ever 
preached.  He  was  then  labouring,  as  was  afterwards  discovered,  under 
consumption,  which  terminated  his  life  in  a  few  months. 

After  the  death  of  this  younger  brother  in  1824,  Samuel  Marlin  and 
Gillespie  Culbertson  were  ordained  to  the  office  of  ruling  elder. 

The  congregation  was  now  vacant  for  a  few  years,  when  the  Rev. 
William  A.  Hall,  licensed  by  Concord  Presbytery,  was  invited  to  preach 
to  them,  and,  in  September  1827,  was  ordained,  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  united  churches  of  Unity  and  Joppa.  From  statistics  that  had  been 
kept,  it  appears  that  there  were  then  about  sixty  members  belonging  to 
the  church.  During  the  eleven  past,  there  have  been  added  between 
eighty  and  ninety.  Owing  to  deaths  and  removals,  there  remain  104. 

There  are  thirty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  church,  lying  around 
the  building  bought  at  three  different  times,  for  which,  lawful  deeds  are 
held  by  the  elders  of  the  church,  now  in  the  care  of  Samuel  Marlin  Esqr. 
Stated  Clerk  of  Session,  (and  registered  in  Book  No.  29  —  Page  64). "3 

Several  comments  about  this  history  are  necessary.  We  can  respect  the 
accuracy  of  what  is  written  here  because  several  charter  members  were 
obviously  still  living  when  this  was  written.  Samuel  Culbertson,  who  was 
ordained  as  a  ruling  elder  in  1800,  and  who  was  certainly  old  enough  to 
remember  the  establishment  of  the  church,  lived  until  1842  —  and 
therefore  was  serving  on  the  Session  when  Hall  wrote  this  history.  John 
Marlin  and  Jacob  Lyerly  (ordained  as  elders  in  1818)  were  also  still  on 
the  Session  when  this  was  written,  and  these  men  could  surely  have 
verified  the  information  Hall  recorded. 

When  Hall  mentions  that  the  "present  house  of  worship  was  erected 
by  the  Presbyterians"  he  is  referring  to  the  building  which  was  built  in 
1800,  and  served  the  congregation  until  the  one  used  today  was  built  in 
1847.  Also,  Unity  was  a  "Presbyterian"  church  prior  to  moving  to  the 
present  location  in  1800,  as  seen  by  the  fact  that  it  was  part  of  Orange 
Presbytery  at  least  as  early  as  1795  —  for  in  that  year  it  was  one  of  the 
churches  "set  apart"  to  form  the  new  Concord  Presbytery.  Also,  the  fact 
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that  elders  were  elected  and  ordained  —  seemingly  from  the  very  begin- 
ning —  indicates  that  although  persons  from  different  denominations 
"joined  in  building"  the  first  meeting  house,  it  was  most  likely  a  "Presby- 
terian" meeting  house  from  the  beginning. 

The  congregation  of  Unity  is  deeply  indebted  to  Rev.  Hall  for  record- 
ing this  "brief  history",  thus  providing  a  vital  link  with  the  earliest  years 
of  this  church. 


APPENDIX  B 
SECOND  HISTORY  OF  UNITY 

Sometime  in  the  1890's  a  "second"  brief  history  of  Unity  was  written, 
picking  up  where  Hall  left  off  in  1838,  and  providing  information 
through  the  1870's.  The  author  of  this  brief  history  is  not  known,  and  the 
"history"  focuses  on  the  dates  of  ordination  of  ruling  elders,  and  the 
dates  of  service  of  Unity's  pastors.  This  history  is  recorded  here. 

"The  foregoing  short  history  of  the  organization  and  progress  of  Unity 
Church,  was  written  by  the  Rev.  William  A.  Hall,  about  the  year  1838. 
He  was  pastor  of  Unity  church  for  more  than  24  years,  just  how  long  he 
preached  as  licentiate,  is  not  known. 

After  his  resignation  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  Unity  Church,  which 
took  place  in  the  year  1851,  he,  with  his  family  removed  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  labored  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  an 
earnest  preacher,  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  few  who  remember 
him,  though  absent  from  us  for  more  than  40  years,  cherish  his  memory. 
Towards  the  later  part  of  his  pastorate  at  Unity  Church,  the  present 
house  of  worship  was  erected,  and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God.  The 
first  sermon  preached  in  the  new  house,  was  on  September  26th  1847. 
The  membership  of  Unity  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Hall's  ministry,  was  79  — 
56  white  and  23  blacks.  In  1842  Jacob  Lyerly,  N.  F.  Hall,  &  James 
Thomason,  were  ordained  Deacons.  Soon  after  this,  as  well  as  can  be 
remembered,  in  the  absence  of  records,  John  G.  Culbertson,  and  John 
Lyerly  were  chosen  and  ordained  deacons  in  Unity  Church.  In  1839, 
Andrew  Gray,  was  ordained  to  the  eldership,  he  afterwards  removed  to 
Iredell  County  in  1855  and  served  as  an  elder  there,  in  Bethany  church 
up  to  his  death.  In  1845  Mr.  John  C.  Miller,  and  Samuel  Knox  Culbertson 
were  ordained  elders.  Mr.  Miller  soon  moved  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
congregation,  the  later,  was  early  called  away  by  death.  Soon  afterward, 
in  1849,  John  C.  Foard,  and  Daniel  Culbertson,  were  chosen  and  or- 
dained elders.  Mr.  Foard  acting  as  clerk  of  Session  to  1864  —  the  later 
was  soon  removed  by  death.  In  March  1852,  by  invitation  of  the  people, 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Rankin,  came  and  supplied  the  church  for  one  half  of  his 
time,  to  October  1856.  In  1855  Edmund  Rice  and  R.  Culbertson  were 
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ordained  to  the  eldership,  the  later  in  1864,  was  chosen  clerk  of  session. 
Mr.  John  Pinkney  Marlin,  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  in  1860.  And 
Messrs.  Nelson  Penninger  and  Jesse  Powlas  in  1871.  After  Rev.  Jesse 
Rankin,  the  church  was  supplied  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider,  in  connection  with 
Franklin  and  Thyatira,  from  1857  to  1863  —  And  after  by  Rev.  G.  R. 
Brackett  from  1864  to  1866  and  by  Rev.  William  Wood,  from  1866  to 
1869.  Rev.  E.  F.  Rockwell,  then  supplied  the  church  for  one  year.  He, 
and  the  former  supplies,  each  for  one  half  of  his  time.  The  church  was 
then  vacant  for  awhile,  and  occasionally  supplied  by  Evangelists,  by  Rev. 
B.  L.  Belle,  Rev.  Mr.  Kenada  and  J.  B.  Mack. 

In  the  years  1873  and  74,  the  manse  was  built,  on  lots  given,  and 
deeded  to  the  Elders  (as  trustees)  and  their  successor  in  office,  (and 
registered  in  Book  No.  52  and  page  290  and  291)  by  John  Marlin  and 
John  P.  Marlin.  In  the  year  1874,  Rev.  R.  W  Boyd  was  ordained,  and 
installed,  as  Pastor  of  Unity  church,  for  one  half  of  his  time,  in  connection 
with  the  Third  Creek  church.  Mr.  Boyd  removed  with  his  family  from 
South  Carolina,  and  was  the  first  minister  to  occupy  the  manse."4 

This  history,  although  brief,  and  somewhat  narrow  in  scope,  provides 
valuable  information  —  some  of  which  is  not  recorded  elsewhere  in  the 
Session  records. 

A  third  history  of  Unity  was  written  in  1936  by  Mr.  B.  R.  Brown,  a 
member  of  Unity.  Mr.  Brown  included  these  first  two  histories,  and  then 
listed  highlights  from  the  Session  minutes,  beginning  in  1838  and  con- 
tinuing through  1929.  He  also  included  the  membership  list  from  our 
earliest  records,  information  from  Rev.  J.  D.  Rumple's  History  of  Rowan 
County,  and  some  additional  information.  Brown  concludes  his  history 
with  the  words,  "May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you.  May  the  Lord 
cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  you  and  give  you  peace.  Amen.",  and  then 
the  first  verse  of  "The  Church  By  The  Side  of  The  Road",  by  Homer  A. 
Rodeheaver,  and  a  list  of  the  elders  and  deacons  serving  at  that  time. 

This  history  by  Mr.  Brown  has  been  very  helpful  in  the  writing  of  this 
current  —  and  now  fourth  —  history  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church. 


APPENDIX  C 

PASTORS 

Joseph  D.  Kilpatrick  1792-1822 

William  F.  Watts  1822-1826 

William  A.  Hall  1827-1851 

Jesse  Rankin  1852-1856 

Barnabas  S.  Krider  1857-1863 

Gilbert  R.  Brackett  1864-1866 

William  A.  Wood  1866-1869 

Elijah  F.  Rockwell  1870-1873 
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Robert  W.  Boyd 
Isaac  N.  Campbell 
Cornelius  Miller 
Miles  A.  Henderson 
Robert  S.  Arrowood 
Thomas  H.  Spence,  Sr. 
Cornelius  Miller 
Dugald  Munroe 
Albert  E.  Wallace 
Wilburn  A.  Nicholson 
Henry  H.  Cassady 
Hebert  C.  Carmichael 
Nathan  E.  Oplinger 
Joseph  H.  Armfield,  Jr. 
Alan  B.  Wells 
Malcolm  M.  Bullock 
Frank  C.  Collier 
David  L.  Henry 


1873- 

1888- 

1891- 

1892- 

1895- 

1905- 

1910 

1911 

1917 

1918- 

1922- 

1924- 

1927- 

1946- 

1962- 

1968- 

1978- 

1980- 


li 

1890 

1892 

1895 

1904 

1909 

1916 

1921 
1924 
1926 
1945 
1961 
1967 
1978 
1979 


RULING  ELDERS 


Henry  Robison 

1788-1823 

Jesse  Powlass 

1871-1902 

James  Marlin 

1788-1802 

Nelson  Penniger 

1871-1882 

Samuel  Wilson 

1788-1793 

William  G.  Watson 

1883-1891 

James  Kincaid 

1788-1822 

Radford  B.  Bailey 

1883-1934 

Abraham  Gillean 

1800-1804 
or  1809 

Jonas  A.  Lippard 

1892-1930 

William  Wilson 

1800-1814 

Henry  G.  Lippard 

1898-1934 

Samuel  Culbertson 

1800-1842 

Nathan  N.  Fleming 

1903-1929 

Joseph  Marlin 

1815-1818 

Walter  L.  Lyerly 

1920-1934 

Samuel  Trott 

1815-1818 

J.  Samuel  Moore 

1920-1943 

John  Marlin 

1818-1846 

John  H.  Lippard 

1929-1966 

Thomas  Williamson 

1818- 

"Robert  H.  Fleming 

1929-1966 

Jacob  Lyerly 

1818-1843 

C.  Harold  Wetmore 

1929-1936 

Gillespie  Culbertson 

1824-1845 

"Carl  L.  Deal 

1934-1966 

Samuel  Marlin 

1824-1848 

"J.  Summers  Moore 

1935-1937 
1947-1966 

Andrew  Gray 

1839-1855 

Carl  Brindley 

1940-1956 

John  C.  Miller 

1845-1851 

"Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 

1940-1966 

Samuel  K.  Culbertson 

1845-1846 

Eubert  C.  Lyerly 

1947-1954 

Daniel  Culbertson 

1849-1856 

Clarence  M.  Gillean 

1947-1966 

John  C.  Foard 

1849-1890 

"Robert  F.  Bost 

1960-1966 

Edmund  Rice 

1856-1891 

J.  G.  McDaniel,  Sr. 

1960-1966 

Richard  Culbertson 

1856-1902 

"Willie  R.  Perrell 

1960-1966 

John  P.  Marlin 

1860-1871 

"Edwin  H.  Wetmore 

1960-1966 

"The  present  Rotary  System  was  started  with  the  Class  of  1967.  Those  with  an 
above  served  again  in  the  various  Classes  listed  below. 


Class  of  1967 

Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
J.  Summers  Moore 
Donald  K.  Watson 


Class  of  1968 

Robert  F.  Bost 
Robert  H.  Fleming 
Willie  R.  Perrell 


Class  of  1969 

Edwin  H.  Wetmore 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 
H.  E.  Byerly 
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Class  of  1970 

E.  Talton  Correll 
Kenneth  Gillean 
C.  C.  Williams,  Jr. 

Class  of  1973 

Hobert  L.  Bost 

Carl  L.  Deal 

William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 

Class  of  1979 


Class  of  1971 

Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
J.  Summers  Moore 
Donald  K.  Watson 

Class  of  1975 


Class  of  1972 

Robert  F.  Bost 
Robert  H.  Fleming 
Willie  R.  Perrell 

Class  of  1977 


E.  Talton  Correll  Robert  B.  Deal 

Edwin  H.  Wetmore  (d.  1974)Talmage  Nesbit 
C.  C.  Williams,  Jr.  Willie  R.  Perrell 

Carl  L.  Deal  (unexpired  term) 


Class  of  1981 


G.  Sidney  Benson  Donald  K.  Watson 

Kenneth  Gillean  (d.  1974)      William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 

Thomas  S.  Gray  (d.  1979)       Roger  Wilson 

J.  Maxie  Cheek  (unexpired  term) 

J.  Robert  Wetmore,  Sr.  (unexpired  term) 


Class  of  1985 

Robert  F.  Bost 

J.  Maxie  Cheek  (d.  1983) 

Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 


Class  of  1987 

Steven  R.  Belk 

Eubert  T  Correll 

J.  Robert  Wetmore,  Sr. 


Class  of  1983 

J.  Summers  Moore 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
C.  C.  Williams,  Jr. 


Class  of  1989 

Robert  B.  Deal 
Donald  K.  Watson 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 


Kate  B.  Wilson  (unexpired  term) 


Class  of  1991 

J.  Kenneth  Gray 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
Thomas  H.  Wetmore 


Class  of  1993 

Robert  F.  Bost 
Samuel  E.  Correll 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 


CLERKS  OF  SESSION 

(No  minutes  of  the  Session  were  kept  prior  to  1838) 


Samuel  Marlin 
Rev.  William  A.  Hall 
John  C.  Foard 
Richard  Culbertson 
Radford  B.  Bailey 
Nathan  N.  Fleming 
Walter  L.  Lyerly 
J.  Samuel  Moore 
Robert  H.  Fleming 
Carl  Brindley 
Eubert  C.  Lyerly 
Robert  H.  Fleming 
Clarence  M.  Gillean 
John  H.  Lippard 
Robert  H.  Fleming 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
Robert  F.  Bost 
Donald  K.  Watson 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
Kenneth  H.  Gillean 
Thomas  S.  Gray 
Donald  K.  Watson 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
Donald  K.  Watson 


May  13,  1838  —  August  20,  1848 
August  20,  1848  —  March  23,  1851 
March  23,  1851  —June  11,  1864 
June  11,  1864  —  January  26,  1902 
January  26,  1902  —  January  31,  1910 
January  31,  1910  —  March  12,  1923 
March  12,  1923  —  November  14,  1926 
November  14,  1926  —  March  15,  1932 
March  15,  1932  —  March  8,  1943 
March  8,  1943  —  July  1,  1947 
July  1,  1947  —  April  30,  1951 
April  30,  1951  —  November  23,  1952 
November  23,  1952  —  January  4,  1956 
January  4,  1956  —  January  3,  1965 
January  3,  1965  —  January  9,  1966 
January  9,  1966  —  January  1,  1967 
January  1,  1967  —  January  19,  1969 
January  19,  1969  —  January  16,  1972 
January  16,  1972  —  March  17,  1974 
March  17,  1974  —  June  24,  1974 
July  7,  1974  —  January  16,  1977 
January  16,  1977  —  January  28,  1981 
January  28,  1981  —January  19,  1984 
January  19,  1984  —  present 
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DEACONS 

The  first  deacons  at  Unity  were  ordained 
at  Unity  on  December  25,  1842. 


Jacob  Lyerly 

1842-1846 

Bingham  R.  Brown 

1934-1936 

Newbury  F.  Hall 

1842- 

D.  Edward  Click 

1934- 

James  Thomason 

1842-1857 

°E.  Talton  Correll 

1934-1966 

John  G.  Culbertson 

1843- 

A.  Henderson  Fleming 

1935-1966 

John  Lyerly 

1843- 

Clarence  C.  Cole 

1936-1937 

Henry  Robison 

1850-1851 

John  Bost 

1940-1959 

Edmund  Rice 

1850-1856 

Thomas  L.  Patrick 

1940-1947 

Richard  Culbertson 

1850-1856 

"Hobert  L.  Bost 

1947-1966 

George  R.  McNeill 

1877-1878 

Russell  Lee  Correll 

1947-1966 

John  A.  Bailey 

1877-1904 

"Walter  B.  Kluttz,  Sr. 

1947-1966 

William  Carson 

1877-1908 

"Talmage  Nesbit 

1947-1966 

J.  K.  Culbertson 

1892-1933 

Graham  Rice 

1947-1966 

George  L.  Rice 

1892-1892 

William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 

1947-1966 

Joseph  G.  Lyerly 

1982-1918 

"Kenneth  Gillean 

1960-1966 

VV.  R.  Bailey 

1906- 

S.  H.  Morgan 

1960-1962 

Ira  T.  Bailev 

1908-1955 

"Ralph  Moore 

1960-1966 

R.  C.  Lyerly 

1908- 

"Donald  K.  Watson 

1960-1966 

J.  Samuel  Moore 

1914-1920 

"Barron  O.  Moore 

1964-1966 

Carl  L.  Deal 

1919-1934 

"Robert  B.  Deal 

1964-1966 

C.  Harlan  Gillean 

1920-1949 

°C.  C.  Williams,  Jr. 

1964-1966 

C.  A.  Furr 

1934-1940 

"The  present  Rotary 
1966.  Those  with  an  ° 
below. 
Class  of  1966 

W.  D.  Bailey 
H.  E.  Byerly 
Barron  O.  Moore 
Jimmy  Myers 


Class  of  1969 

W.  D.  Bailey 
Barron  O.  Moore 
R.  Neely  Moore 
Jimmy  Myers 


System  was  started  for  deacons  with  the  Class  of 
above  served  again  in  the  various  Classes  listed 


Class  of  1972 

Robert  B.  Deal 
Ralph  G.  Moore 
Walter  B.  Kluttz,  Sr. 
Edwin  H.  Wetmore 
Talmage  Nesbit 
(unexpired  term) 


Class  of  1967 

E.  Talton  Correll 
Kenneth  H.  Gillean 
Talmage  Nesbit 
John  Orr 


Class  of  1970 

Donald  K.  Watson 
J.  Summers  Moore 
Jimmy  Morris 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
Ray  Sedberry 

(unexpired  term) 
Talmage  Nesbit 

(unexpired  term) 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 

(unexpired  term) 


Class  of  1973 

G.  Sidney  Benson,  Sr. 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Jr. 
C.  C.  Williams,  Jr. 
Roger  Wilson 
Barron  O.  Moore 
(unexpired  term) 
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Class  of  1968 

Robert  B.  Deal 
Walter  B.  Kluttz,  Sr. 
Ralph  G.  Moore 
C.  C.  Williams,  Jr. 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 
(unexpired  term) 

Class  of  1971 

Carl  L.  Deal 

Robert  B.  Bost 

Robert  H.  Fleming 

Willie  R.  Perrell 

Fred  Bost  (unexpired  term) 

Hobert  L.  Bost 

(unexpired  term) 
Larry  Perrell 

(unexpired  term) 
J.  Robert  Wetmore,  Sr. 

(unexpired  term) 

Class  of  1975 

Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
J.  Summers  Moore 
Donald  K.  Watson 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 


Class  of  1977 

Talmage  Nesbit 
Donald  K.  Watson 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 
Roger  Wilson 

Class  of  1983 

Robert  B.  Deal 
Rick  Moore 
Joe  Morgan 
Talmage  Nesbit 

Class  of  1989 

Steve  Allred 
R.  Lanny  Bost 
David  Fleming 
Artie  Watson 


Class  of  1979 

W.  D.  Bailey 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Jr. 
Larry  Perrell 

Class  of  1985 

Nathan  Fleming 
W.  Bryan  Kluttz,  Jr. 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 
Thomas  H.  Wetmore 

Class  of  1991 

Robert  Bailey 
C.  R.  Wagner 
Donnie  Whitesides 
Fred  Williams 


Class  of  1981 

Steven  R.  Belk 
Fred  Bost 
Eubert  T  Correll 
C.  R.  Wagner 

Class  of  1987 

Samuel  E.  Correll 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Jr. 
Barron  O.  Moore 
Roger  Wilson 

Class  of  1993 

Michael  L.  Belk 
Karen  Fleming 
Rick  Moore 
Jane  M.  Watson 


CHAIRMEN  OF  BOARD  OF  DEACONS 

Few  minutes  from  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  are 
available,  and  therefore  the  information  below  is  not  complete.  It 
comes  from  Session  minutes  where  a  chairman  of  the  Deacons  is 
mentioned. 


C.  Harlan  Gillean 

prior  to  1953 

E.  Talton  Correll 

1953 

Donald  K.  Watson 

1963 

C.  C.  Williams 

1966 

Willie  R.  Perrell 

1969 

C.  C.  Williams 

1971 

Larry  Perrell 

1975 

Robert  B.  Deal 

1978 

Thomas  H.  Wetmore 

1984 

Samuel  E.  Correll 

1986 

Artie  Watson 

1988 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENTS 

(from  available  information) 

Richard  Culbertson  1896-1903 

Nathan  N.  Fleming  1903-1910 

Radford  B.  Bailey  1910-1912 

J.  A.  Lippard  1912-1928 

Robert  H.  Fleming  1929-1935 

Kenneth  Gillean  1935 

Robert  H.  Fleming  1936-1940 

J.  H.  Lippard  1940-1969 

Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr.  1969 

Larry  Perrell  1969-1975 

Barron  O.  Moore  1975-1977 

R.  Neely  Moore  1978-1983 

Barron  O.  Moore  1983-1984 

Libby  W.  Watson  1984-present 
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CHURCH  TREASURERS 

The  list  of  those  who  have  served  Unity  as  church  treasurers 
remains  incomplete,  for  the  Session  minutes  do  not  always  include 
information  about  a  change  in  this  position.  In  addition  to  those  listed, 
others  have  served  as  treasurer  of  special  building  funds. 


S.  Steel  Culbertson 
Joseph  G.  Lyerly 
J.  H.  Lippard 
Carl  L.  Deal 
Nancy  Wetinore 
Louise  Fleming 


1858- 

1912-1918 

prior  to  1930-1935 

1935-1983 

1983-1987 

1988- 


CURRENT  OFFICERS 
THE  SESSION 


David  L.  Henry,  Moderator 
CLASS  OF  19S9  CLASS  OF  1991 


Robert  B.  Deal 
Donald  K.  Watson 
William  S.  Wetmore,  Sr. 


J.  Kenneth  Gray 
Willie  R.  Perrell 
Thomas  H.  Wetmore 


Donald  K.  Watson,  Clerk 
CLASS  OF  1993 

Robert  F.  Bost 
Samuel  E.  Correll 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 


THE  DIACONATE 

J.  Artie  Watson,  Moderator  Donnie  G.  Whitesides,  Secretary 

Steven  Allred  Robert  Bailey  Michael  Belk 

R.  Lanny  Bost  C.  R.  Wagner  Karen  Fleming 

David  Fleming  Donnie  Whitesides  Rick  Moore 

Artie  Watson  Fred  Williams  Jane  Watson 


THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Libby  Watson,  Superintendent 

Steve  Allred,  Secretary/Treasurer 

Artie  Watson,  Assistant  Superintendent 

Bob  Wetmore,  Asst.  Secretary/Treasurer 


Ray  Shytle 
Lynnette  Eller 
Louise  Fleming 
Jackie  Henry 
Toni  Kluttz 
Fred  Bost 
Dr.  David  L.  Henry 


THE  CHURCH  STAFF 

Organist 

Choir  Director 

Church  Treasurer 

Church  Secretary 

Sexton 

Cemetery  and  Lawn  Care 

Minister 
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UNITY'S  "60  PLUS  CLUB' 


The  following  persons  have  been  members  of  Unity  for  over  60  years 
as  of  December  31,  1988.  We  honor  them  for  their  many  years  of 
faithfulness  and  dedication  to  God  and  this  church.  We  are  proud  to  walk 
in  their  footsteps  of  faith. 

Name 

Janie  Lee  Hart  Hurst 
Julie  Mae  Moore  Click 
James  Summers  Moore 
Ralph  Gilmer  Moore 
Carl  L.  Deal 

Clarence  Heber  Wetmore 
Margie  Wetmore  Kluttz 
Mary  Lee  Wetmore 
Nell  Kluttz  Moore 
Iva  Moore  Wetmore 
William  Spence  Wetmore 
Margaret  Bost  Eidson 
Robert  Keith  Kluttz 
Ruth  Bost  Edson 
Talmage  "Neb"  Nesbit 
Sarah  Bailey  Coulter 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Sr. 
Hester  Click  Moore 
Russell  Lee  Correll 
Fred  Bost 

Estelle  Isenhour  Wilkerson 
Elizabeth  Wetmore  Kluttz 
Mary  W.  Cole  Moore 


Date  Joined 

May 

13, 

1906 

January 

22, 

1910 

May 

1, 

1915 

May 

1, 

1915 

May 

2, 

1915 

October 

17, 

1915 

May 

6, 

1917 

May 

6, 

1917 

August 

19, 

1917 

September 

12, 

1919 

September 

12, 

1919 

September 

13, 

1919 

September 

13, 

1919 

September 

3, 

1921 

September 

4, 

1921 

May 

9, 

1926 

October 

23, 

1927 

October 

23, 

1927 

May 

27, 

1928 

September 

9, 

1928 

September 

9, 

1928 

September 

9, 

1928 

September 

12, 

1928 
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CHURCH  MEMBERS  LISTED  IN  UNITY 
SESSION  BOOK  YEARS  1838-1874 

Unity 's  Session  Records  which  follow,  have  been  reproduced  in  their 
original  form .  For  this  reason,  the  reader  will  note  that  the  list  of  members 
preceding  the  Session  Minutes  in  Book  I  will  often  have  the  word  "died"  or 
"deceased"  written  after  them.  Apparently  it  was  the  custom  of  the  time  to 
simply  go  back  and  insert  the  word  "died"  beside  a  member's  name  at  the 
time  of  their  death.  This  is  true  of  many  church  records  of  this  time.  Any 
punctuation,  grammar,  or  spelling  mistakes  that  the  reader  may  detect  are 
not  typographical.  The  people  of  the  day,  Unity's  clerks  included,  did  not 
overly  concern  themselves  with  spelling  or  grammar.  It  was  our  intention 
that  the  Session  books  be  reproduced  here  as  authentically  as  possible.  At 
some  points,  lists  arid  date  recordings  will  follow  each  other  in  no  appar- 
ent order  or  for  no  apparent  reason.  This,  too,  is  the  way  the  Session  books 
are  organized,  with  clerks  jumping  to  the  back  of  the  book  to  complete  lists 
when  they  ran  out  of  room.  Apart  from  lists  found  in  the  Sessions  books, 
any  recordings  of  application  for  membership  or  transfer  "out  of  bounds  ", 
along  with  recordings  of  any  deaths  have  been  reproduced  here  exactly  as 
they  appear  in  the  books.  The  baptisms  that  are  recorded  in  the  books  have 
been  separated  out  and  are  included  in  a  more  complete  baptism  listing  in 
another  section. 


Anderson,  Emily  suspended 

Benson,  Nancy 

Culbertson,  Samuel  dead 

Culbertson,  Gillespie  dead 

Culbertson,  John  G. 

Culbertson,  Daniel  dead 

Culbertson,  Nancy  dead 

Culbertson,  Samuel  dead 

Culbertson,  Suzanna 

Culbertson,  Rachel  dismissed 

Camel,  Elizabeth  dismissed 

Cowan,  Mary  dead 

Dickson,  Joseph  T.  dead 

Dickson,  Margaret  dead 

Dickson,  Clementh  B.  dead 

Dickson,  Bathiheba  dead 

Elliot,  Samuel  dead 

Elliot,  Polly  dead  ■ 

Elliot,  Nancy  dismissed 

Fraley,  Elizabeth  dead 

Fraley,  John  dead 

Fraley,  Mary  dead 

Gray,  Andrew  dismissed  by  certificate 

Gray,  Mary 

Gray,  Elizabeth 

Gray,  Margaret 

Gales,  Mary  dismissed 

Hall,  Newbury  F.  dismissed 


Johnston,  Melissa  dismissed 

Johnston,  Rias  (sic)  dismissed 

Lewis,  Patience  dead 

Lyerly,  Jacob,  Sr.  dead 

Lyerly,  Margaret  dismissed  Aug.  17,  1851 

Lyerly,  Catharine 

Lyerly,  Jacob,  Jr.  dead 

Lyerly,  Elizabeth  dead 

Lyerly,  Margaret  suspended 

Lyerly,  Melinda  dismissed 

Marlin,  John,  Sr.  dead 

Marlin,  John  Jr. 

Marlin,  Jane  dead 

Marlin,  Nancy  dismissed 

Marlin,  Jesse  dismissed 

Marlin,  Mary  dead 

Marlin,  Samuel  dead 

Marlin,  Isabella  dead 

Marlin,  Elijah  dismissed 

Marlin,  Penelope  dead 

Marlin,  Temperance  dead 

Marlin,  Mary  dismissed 

Moore,  Sarah 

Malt,  Mary  dismissed 

Owens,  Victory  (Marked  Out)  dismissed 

Robison,  Marjora  dismissed 

Robison,  Ann  dead 

Rice,  Elizabeth  dead 
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Rice,  Elizabeth  B.  dead 

Rice,  Edmund 

Rice,  Jane  dead 

Rice,  John  dismissed 

Rice,  Cathy  (Marked  Out)  dismissed 

Rice,  Sarah 

Rice,  Margaret  dead 

Rice,  Martha 

Ripult,  Joshua  dismissed 

Ripult,  Ann  dismissed 

Ripult,  Margaret  dismissed 

Ripult,  Sarah  dismissed 

Steele,  Fanny  dead 

Trott,  Nancy  dead 

Tomason,  James  dead 

Tomason,  Margaret,  Jr. 

Tomason,  William  dead 

Tomason,  Margaret,  Sr.  dead 

Tomason,  Zecheriah  (sic)  dismissed 

Tomason,  Keturah  dismissed 

Thompson,  Harriet 

Thompson,  Providence  dead 

Thompson,  Elizabeth  dead 

Thompson,  Jane  dismissed 

Turner,  Ann  dismissed 

Turner,  Elizabeth  dismissed 

Wood,  Thomas  dead 

Wood,  Catharine  dead 

Williamson,  Priscilla  dead 

Williamson,  Vina  dismissed 

Tarrh,  Suzanna  dead,  dismissed 

Gillian,  Ann  dead 

Burris,  Elizabeth 

Turner,  Sophia  B.  dead 

Fraley,  Lucinda  C.  dead 

Burris,  Joseph  T.  dead 

Cranford,  Fanny  dismissed 

Boston,  John  (Marked  Out) 

Miller,  John  C.  dismissed  by  certificate  in 

July  13,  1851 
Miller,  Sophia  dismissed  by  certificate  in 

July  13,  1851 
Marlin,  Harriet  dismissed  by  certificate 

May  25,  1851 
Gray,  Mary 

Fraley,  Elizabeth  A.  dead 
Young,  Sarah  W  dead 
Pence,  Henry  H.  dismissed,  suspended 
Pence,  Eliza  dead 
Thomason,  Jane  dead 
Ripult,  Joshua  dead 
Ripult,  Anna 

Ripult,  Margaret  dismissed 
Ripult,  Elizabeth  dismissed 
Ripult,  Isabella 
Ripult,  Jesse  dismissed 
Boston,  John  dismissed 


Boston,  Sarah  dismissed 
Robinson,  Henry  dead 
Graham,  Sophia  dead 
Lyerly,  John  dead 

Lyerly, wife  of  A dead 

Ripult,  John  dead 

Hellard,  Ann 

Thompson,  Margaret  dead 

Culbertson,  Richard 

Mingus,  Joseph 

Mingus,  Sarah  dead 

Gray,  Isabella 

Ripult,  Lydia 

Dobbins,  Mary 

Wills,  Ann  (Mrs.  Nolley)  dead 

Watson,  James 

Forde,  John  Cicero 

Marlin,  Mary  of  Jesse  dead 

Culbertson,  Margaret  dead 

Fraley,  Charlotte 

Owens,  Joseph  dead 

Owens,  Mary  dismissed  by  certificate 

Rice,  Elizabeth  H. 

Culbertson,  Samuel  S.  (sic) 

Wood,  Jane  M.  dismissed,  certificate 

Penninger,  S.  (sic)  Tirza 

White,  L.  (sic)  Sarah 

Armfield,  Sarah 

Marlin,  John  P.  dead 

Armfield,  Jonathan  dead 

Becker,  Phillip  S.  dead 

Baker,  Jane  E.  removed 

Ripult,  Caroline  E. 

Young,  Lydia  removed 

Irvin,  Margaret  Y.  dead 

Hart,  America 

Marlin,  Jane  Elizabeth  dead 

Marlin,  Aley  Ann 

Lyrely,  Hariet  Clementin  removed 

Peninger,  M.C. 

Webb,  C.J.  dead 

Todd,  M.S.  (sic) 

Swisher,  Rebecca  removed 

Lyrely,  M.A.  removed 

Todd,  M.E. 

Rice  (sic),  L.J. 

Rice  (sic),  N.E. 

Wright,  M.C. 

Morrison,  John  L.  suspended 

Morrison,  Martha 

Tarrh,  Margaret 

Clampet,  Elizabeth  G. 

Hart,  Andrew  A. 

Gullet,  John  W.  dead 

Gullet,  Charlotte 

Smith,  Nancy  E. 

Thompson,  Jane  E.  suspended 
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Gillean,  Mary  E. 

Armfield,  Luisa  S. 

Pennger,  William  A.  dead 

Pennger,  Margaret  R.  dismissed 

Lyerly,  Znos  dead 

Fraley,  Mary 

Gillean,  H.C. 

Thomson,  Mrs.  A.  dead 

Pennger,  Nelson 

Benson,  Mrs.  S.  (sic) 

Thompson,  T.  Lock 

Benson,  John  B.  dead 

Benson,  Elizabeth  Mary  Catharine 

Lindsay,  John  removed 

Lindsay,  Isabella  removed 

Clampet,  Thomas  C. 

Pervine,  Sarah 

Craige,  Clara  C. 

Benson,  S.S. 

Philips,  Mrs.  A. P.  dead 

Philips,  Mrs.  A. P.  removed 

Philips,  M.J.  removed 

Benson,  L.C. 

Benson,  N.C. 

Povvles,  Jesse 

Powles,  Sarah  E. 

Richie,  Margaret  J. 

Thomason,  Mary  Jane 

Rice  (sic),  Joseph  A.  dead 

Morgan,  Lindsay  dead 

Morgan,  Sarah  dismissed 

Hollabaugh,  Margaret  removed 

Marlin,  William  T  removed 

File,  Tobias 

File,  Sarah 

Lyerly,  Sarah 

Lyerly,  Charlotte  dismissed 

Lyerly,  Mary  A. 

Lyerly,  Susan 

Lyerly,  Mary  E.  suspended 

Foard,  Mary  K.  removed 

Foard,  Maggie  J. 

Thomason,  Elizabeth  C. 

Todd,  Mesiah  C. 

Rainy,  Giles 

Rainy,  Lucinda 

Marlin,  Julia  V. 

Marlin,  Sarah  J.  dismissed 

Towel,  John  C.  dead 

Benson,  Mary 

Gullet,  Andrew 

Penninger,  Caleb 

Fraley,  W.W.  removed 

Watson,  W.G.  removed 

Watson,  Imanda  removed 

Carson,  William 

Carson,  Sarah  J. 


Benson,  Elizabeth  Jane 
Benson,  Felix  G. 
Correll,  Sarah 
File,  A.A. 
Thompson,  Turner 
Nelson,  William  P. 
Owens,  Elizabeth  dismissed 
Smith,  Margaret  E. 
Freeze,  Mary  C. 
Morgan,  Elizabeth 
Powlas,  Elizabeth  A. 
Felker,  William 
Penninger,  Daniel 
Correll,  Clementine  R. 
Armfield,  Henry  B. 
Penninger,  Ruey  A. 
Robinson,  Eliza  C. 
Winecoff,  Mary  L. 
Lucas,  Sarah  E. 
Penninger,  Frances  C. 
Penninger,  William  D. 
Gillean,  Sarah  J. 
Culbertson,  Elizabeth  A. 
Ruffin,  Margaret  M.C. 
Foster,  Dovey  J. 
File,  Charlotte  A. 
Bailey,  John  A. 
Powlass,  Maggie 
Purviance,  Mary  J. 
Penninger,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Culbertson,  R.W 
Boyd,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Lyerly,  Mrs.  Eliza  A. 
Lucas,  Margaret 
Thomas,  Fannie 
Thomas,  Mary 

Colored  Persons 

Cowan,  James  dead 

Cowan,  Phillis  dead 

Culbertson,  Melinda 

Fleming,  Thomas 

Heathmund  (sic),  Henrietta  suspended 

Johnston,  Frank  dismissed 

Johnston,  Clavy  dismissed 

Lucky,  Abraham 

Marlin,  Joseph 

Neely,  Joseph  dismissed 

Robison,  Ned  dead 

Robison,  Sophia 

Tomason,  Synthia 

Tomason,  Peter 

Turner,  Eliza  suspended 

Wood,  Lancly  (sic) 

Wood,  Dick  dismissed 

Wood,  Tabetha  dead 

Wood,  Mary  dismissed 
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Wood,  Isabella  dismissed 

Lippard,  Daniel  suspended 

Fraley,  Alexander  dead 

Thomason,  Lucy 

Culbertson,  Alice 

Linster,  Judy 

Wood,  Leanah  dismissed 

Cowan,  Ezebeal  (sic)  dismissed 

Wood,  Margaret  of  T.B.  Wood  dead 

Jefferson  of Cowan  sold  and  left  the 

county 
Amy  of  Mr.  T.  Wood  dismissed 
Susan  of  Mr.  J.  Correl  (sic) 
Amy  Scott  and  Alexander  of  Mr.  Wood  all 

dismissed 
Robert  servant  of  Mrs.  Dobin 


Harriet  servant  of  J.C.  Ford 

Hannah  servant  of  B.S.  Krider 

Marcus  servant  of  J.M.  Pervince 

Jane  servant  of  D.  Penninger 

Tricy  servant  of  Mrs.  P.  Fleming 

Stephen  servant  of  John  Carson 

Phebe  servant  of  John  Todds 

Elisa  free  colored  woman 

Harriet  Freeman  free  colored  woman 

Julia  Freeman  free  colored  woman 

John  servant  of  W.  Turner 

Frank 

Emily  servant  of  T.  File 

Richard  Correll  dismissed 

Grissie  Correll  dismissed 

Ann  Bowers  dismissed 
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SESSION  BOOK  I  1838 


May  1838  —  Joseph  T.  Dickson, 

Elizabeth  Lyerly  and  James,  servant  of 

T.L.  Cowan,  were  examined  and 

received  into  communion  with  the 

church. 

Received  on  certificate  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Thompson  from  the  church  of  Thyatira. 

Aug.  11,  1838  —  Eliza,  servant  of  Mr. 

Tw ,  was  examined  and  taken  into 

communion  of  church. 

Aug.  22,  1938  —  Received  on 
examination  Margaret  Lyerly  and 
Melinda  Ann  Lyerly. 

Feb.  24,  1839  —  Jesse  Marlin  and  wife 
request  dismission  to  join  church  of 
Franklin.  Request  granted  and  given 
certificate  of  good  and  regular  standing. 

Mar.  24,  1839  —  Miss  Mary  Marlin 

applied  for  dismission  to  join  Methodist 
at  South  Yadkin  Church.  Granted. 

Apr.  13,  1839  —  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Burris  and 
wife  Elizabeth  and  Sophia  Turner 
applied  for  admission  into  church.  After 
examination  resolved  that  Joseph  Burris 
and  Sophia  Turner  be  received  and  that 
Mrs.  Burris  be  further  examined  by 
moderator. 

Apr.  26,  1839  —  Mrs.  Mary  Mault 
applied  for  dismission  to  join 
Methodist.  Request  granted. 
Lucinda  C.  Fraley  and  Leanna  servant 
of  T  Wood  applied  to  be  admitted  to 
church.  After  being  examined  by 
session  were  received. 
Moderator  reported  he  had  conversed 
with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Burris  to  her 
knowledge  and  piety  and  it  was  agreed 
that  she  be  received  into  church. 

Apr.  27,  1839  —  Application  made  by 
Mrs.  Melissa  Blackwell  and  Mrs. 
Adaline  Thomason  for  dismission  from 
church  to  join  Franklin,  which  was 
granted. 

May  17,  1839  —  Ned  a  servant  of  Mrs. 
Marjery  Robison  died. 
Miss  Ann  Robinson  died. 

June  9,  1839  —  Mrs.  Ann  Turner  through 
one  of  the  members  of  session  applied 
for  a  dismission  from  our  church  to  join 
the  Episcopal  Church  at  Christ  Church. 
Request  granted. 

June  23,  1839  —  Mrs.  Margaret  Dickson 
died 

July  14,  1839  —  Mrs.  Fanny  Cranford 
was  received  on  certificate  from 
Franklin  Church. 


Mr.  Zechariah  Thomason  and  wife 
Kitturah  having  previously  requested  a 
dismission,  were  dismissed  to  join 
Episcopal  Church  at  Christ  Church. 

Aug.  13,  1839  —  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Dickson 
died. 

Sept.  12,  1839  —  Mrs.  Melinda  P.  Marlin 
departed  this  life. 

Sept.  20,  1839  —  Alexander  a  servant  of 
Win.  John  Fraley  applied  for  admission. 
Examined  and  received. 

illegible  date  —  Daniel  servant  of  H. 
Lippard  applied  for  admission  into 
communion  of  church,  and  was 
received. 

Oct.  —  Tabitha  a  servant  of  Thomas 
Wood  died. 

Feb.  7,  1840  —  Mrs.  Margaret  Thomason 
departed  this  life. 

Feb.  23,  1840  —  The  clerk  was  directed 
to  give  certificates  of  dismission  to  two 
servants,  Frank  and  Clary  from  this 
church  to  join  Prospect  Church. 

Mar.  22,  1840  —  Mr.  Elijah  Marlin  and 
his  daughter  Nancy  applied  for 
dismission  from  this  church  to  join 
some  church  in  state  of  GA.  Request 
granted. 

Apr.  24,  1840  —  Mr.  John  Boston  applied 
for  admission  and  after  being  examined 
was  received. 

Apr.  25,  1840  —  Lucy  a  servant  of  G. 
Thomason  applied  to  be  received  into 
communion.  She  was  examined  and 
received. 

Mon.  27th  —  Mr.  John  Rice  through  a 
member  of  session  requested  a 
dismission  to  join  Episcopal  Church. 
Request  granted. 

Mar.  14,  1841  —  Mrs.  Jane  Sailes  (sic), 
formerly  Jane  Thompson,  applied  for 
dismission  to  join  church  at  Thyatira. 
The  clerk  directed  to  give  her  a 
certificate  of  her  church  membership. 

Apr.  23,  1841  —  Received  on  certificate, 
John  C.  Miller  and  wife  from  St.  Johns 
Church 

Received  on  examination  Harriet 
Marlin,  Mary  Gray,  and  Elizabeth  A. 
Fraley. 

Apr.  24,  1841  —  Restored  Alice  a  servant 
of  S.  Culbertson,  who  had  been 
suspended. 

May  23,  1841  —  Nancy  Elliott  having 
previously  requested  a  dismission  to 
join  at  Third  Creek  was  dismissed. 
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Oct.  22,  1841  —  Sarah  W.  Young  applied 

to  be  received  in  communion  and  was 

examined  and  received. 
Oct.  23,  1841  —  The  session  having  had 

sufficient  evidence  that  Mrs.  Victoria 

Owens  and  Cathy  Rice  have  joined  the 

Episcopal  Church  at  St.  Andrews, 

resolved  that  they  be  dismissed  from 

our  church. 
May  28,  1842  —  John  Bostian  and  wife 

Sarah  were  dismissed  to  join  church  at 

Concord. 
June  12,  1842  —  Mr.  Henry  H.  Pence 

and  wife  applied  to  be  received  in 

communion,  was  examined  and 

received. 
June  6,  1842  —  Mrs.  Jane  Marlin 

departed  this  life.  Aged  72  yrs. 
June  26,  1842  —  Mrs.  Jane  Thomason 

applied  to  be  received  in  communion. 

Was  examined  and  received. 
Aug.  18,  1842  —  Patience  Lewis 

departed  this  life. 
Nov.  1842  —  Mr.  Samuel  Culbertson 

departed  this  life  the  29th  of  Nov. 

1842,  aged  74  yrs. 
May  26,  1843  —  Received  on  certificate 

into  church  from  Joppa,  Joshua  Ripult, 

Anna  his  wife,  his  son  Jesse,  and  his 

daughters  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  and 

Isabella. 

John  Boston  and  his  wife  Sarah  were 

received  from  the  church  in  Concord. 
May  27,  1843  —  Mr.  Henry  Robinson 

applied  to  be  received  into  the  church. 

Was  examined  and  received. 
Nov.  24,  1843  —  Mrs.  Sophia  Graham 

applied  to  be  received.  Was  examined 

and  received. 
Sept.  19,  1843  —  Jacob  Lyerly  departed 

this  life  1843. 
Dec.  16,  1843  —  Mrs.  Eliza  Pence 

departed  this  life. 
Dec.  23,  1843  —  Joshua  Ripult  departed 

this  life. 
Nov.  25,  1843  —  John  Lyerly,  Mrs. 

Lyerly  and  Judy,  a  servant  of  Humphrey 

Linster,  applied  for  admission. 

Examined  and  received. 
Jan.  3,  1844  —  Clemeth  B.  Dickson 

departed  this  life. 
Feb.  25,  1844  —  Lemuel  Elliott  departed 

this  life. 
Apr.  26,  1844  —  Leanna,  a  servant  of  T. 

Wood,  appeared  before  the  session  and 

was  restored. 


May  26,  1844  —  Mrs.  Fanny  Cranford 

was  dismissed  to  join  the  church  at 

Franklin. 
May  _,  1844  —  Elizabeth  Thompson 

departed  this  life. 
Aug.  20,  1844  —  Fanny  Steele  departed 

this  life  — 1844 
Sept.  27,  1844  —  Mrs.  Margaret 

Thompson  applied  to  be  received  into 

church.  Examined  and  received. 
Jan.  5,  1845  —  Priscilla  Williamson  and 

daughter  Viny  were  dismissed  to  join 

church  at  Salisbury. 
Mar.  30,  1845  —  Sophia  B.  Turner 

departed  this  life. 
Apr.  4,  1845  —  Gillespie  Culbertson 

departed  this  life. 
Apr.  25,  1845  —  Jane  Rice  departed  this 

life. 
Apr.  26,  1845  —  John  Ripult  applied  for 

communion  with  this  church.  Examined 

and  received. 
May  _,  1845  —  Nancy  Robinson 

departed  this  life. 
May  _,  1845  —  Elizabeth  Rice  departed 

this  life. 
July  27,  1845  —  Thomas  Hellard  and 

wife  Ann  examined  and  received  into 

communion. 
Oct.  25,  1845  —  Richard  Culbertson 

examined  and  received  into 

communion. 
Jan.  14,  1846  —  Jacob  Lyerly  died. 
Oct.  18,  1846  —  Joseph  H.  Mingus 

received  into  communion. 
Nov.  30,  1846  —  John  Marlin  departed 

this  life. 
Dec.  _,  1846  —  Mrs.  Polly  Elliott  died. 
Feb.  28,  1847  —  Sarah  Mingus  was 

received  in  communion. 

John  Bostian  and  his  wife  Sarah  and 

Margaret  Ripult  dismissed  by 

certificate. 
Apr.  25,  1847  —  Ann  Wiles  (sic)  was 

admitted  to  communion  of  the  church. 
Sept.  16,  1847  —  Died  Mrs.  Marjora 

Robison  about  77  years,  having  lived 

humble  and  consistent  christian  life. 
Sept.  18,  1847  —  Mrs.  Tarrh  died  having 

been  for  many  years  a  member  of  Unity 

Church. 
Oct.  21,  1847  —  John  C.  Ford  and  James 

Watson  were  examined. 

Mrs.  Mary  Marlin  presented  a 

certificate  from  Franklin  Church  upon 

which  she  was  received  as  a  member  of 

Unity. 
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Oct.  25,  1847  —  Mrs.  Lyerly,  wife  of 
Andrew,  died  having  been  a  member 
for  several  years. 

Nov.  29,  1847  —  A  certificate  of 

dismissal  was  granted  to  Jesse  Ripault, 
who  is  about  to  remove  to  Mississippi. 

May  _,  1845  —  William  Tomason  died, 
having  for  many  years  been  a  consistent 
and  worthy  member  of  the  church. 

Aug.  20,  1848  —  Samuel  Marlin,  Esq. 
died  having  served  in  the  office  of 
ruling  elder  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  He  was  a  working,  prudent, 
humble,  consistent  christian. 

Sept.  24,  1848  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Turner 
was  dismissed  as  a  member  in  good 
standing  to  join  the  Episcopal  Church 
with  her  husband. 

Oct.  28,  1848  —  Margaret  Culbertson, 
Charlotte  Fraley,  and  Ezekial,  servants 
of  Mrs.  R.  Cowan,  appeared  before 
session  as  applicants  for  admission,  to 
which  they  all  were  admitted. 
Nicholas  Montgomery,  who  had  been 
under  suspension  for  several  years  was 
restored.  A  petition  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Montgomery  for  a  dismissal  to  join 
the  church  of  New  Union,  which  was 
granted. 

Dec.  _,  1848  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Neely, 
formerly  Fraley,  died  in  a  calm  and 
peaceful  state. 

Mar.  11,  1849  —  Mr.  Joseph  Owens 
presented  a  certificate  of  dismissal  for 
himself  and  wife  from  the  church  of 
Franklin  to  unite  themselves  with 
Unity.  They  are  received. 

Apr.  1,  1849  —  Mr.  John  Fraley  died  in  a 
peaceful  state,  having  been  a  member 
of  Unity  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

Apr.  20,  1849  —  Isabella  Gray  applied 
for  admission  to  church.  Was  examined 
and  admitted. 

Apr.  21,  1849  —  Lydia  Ripault,  Margaret, 
servant  of  Mr.  T.B.  Wood,  and  Ede,  of 
Miss  Kitty  Gay  were  examined. 

Apr.  22,  1849  —  Isabella  Gray  and  Lydia 
Ripault  were  admitted  to  the  church. 

Aug.  25,  1849  —  Mary  Dobbins  and 

Jefferson,  servant  of Cowan, 

applied  for  admission  to  church.  They 
were  received. 

Nov.  11,  1849  —  Certificate  of  dismissal 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Pence  to  join  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


Nov.  12,  1849  —  Mrs.  Providence 

Thompson  died,  having  been  a  member 
for  many  years. 

Mar.  17,  1850  —  Mrs.  Ann  Nolly  died  in 
a  calm  and  peaceful  state  of  mind. 

Admitted  on  examination  during  the  year 
6;  three  white  and  three  colored. 
Dismissed  1.  Died  2.  Adults  baptized  4. 
Infants  2.  Total  6.  Total  in  communion  79. 
White  58,  black  21. 

May  20,  1850  —  Isabella,  servant  of  Mr. 

T  Wood,  who  has  been  under 

suspension  for  some  time,  gave 

satisfactory  evidence  of  repentence  and 

was  returned  to  the  church. 
May  21,  1850  —  Amy,  servant  of  Mr.  T 

Wood,  applied  for  church  membership, 

was  examined. 
Sept.  22,  1850  —  Susan,  servant  of  Mr. 

Correll  applied  for  membership  and 

was  received. 
Oct.  21,  1850  —  Mr.  Thomas  Hillard  and 

wife  dismissed  by  certificate. 

Admitted  on  examination  during  the  year 
2  colored  persons.  Dismissed  by 
certificate  2.  Adults  baptized  1.  Infants  3. 
Total  now  in  communion  79.  Whites  56, 
blacks  23.  Number  of  families  belonging 
to  Unity  42. 

Apr.  13,  1851  —  Livinia,  servant  of  Mr. 

was  examined. 

May  2_,  1851  —  Mrs.  Harriett  Gillespie, 

formerly  Marlin,  was  dismissed  to  join 

the  church  of  Thyatira. 
July  13,  1851  —  On  application  John  C. 

Miller  and  wife  were  dismissed  by 

certificate. 
Aug.  17,  1851  —  Margaret  Lyerly  died, 

having  been  for  many  years  a  consistent 

and  useful  member. 
Sept.  26,  1851  —  A  certificate  of 

dismissal  was  granted  to  Mrs.  Sarah 

Moore,  about  to  remove  to  the  West. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Rice  was  received  by 

certificate. 
Nov.  23,  1851  —  Mr.  Henry  Robinson, 

Deacon,  departed  this  life  the  23rd  of 

Nov.  1851. 
May  22,  1852  —  Samuel  Culbertson  was 

examined.  He  was  admitted. 
Oct.  16,  1852  —  Mrs.  Jane  Wood 

appeared  before  session  and  was 

examined  and  accepted. 
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Mar.  22,  1853  —  Mrs.  Anna  Tompson 

departed  this  life  about  the  1st  of  Sept. 

1852. 
Mar.  22,  1853  —  Margaret,  servant  of 

M.D.  Wood  died  about  the  20th  of  Feb. 

1853. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Mingus  departed  this  life  on 

the  15th  of  March  1853. 
June  13,  1853  —  Emaline,  servant  of 

Thomas  Wood,  was  examined  and 

accepted  into  membership. 
4th  ?  —  Michael,  servant  of  Daniel 

Wood,  was  examined  and  accepted  into 

membership. 
June  22,  1854  —  Joseph  Owens  departed 

this  life  June  22,  1854. 
May  6,  1855  —  Miss  Mary  Cowan  was 

examined  and  accepted  as  member. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Armfield  was  received  by 

certificate  from  the  church  at 

Greensboro. 

Mrs.  Francis  Culbertson  was  received 

on  certificate  from  Back  Creek  Church. 
Oct.  —  Jonathan  Armfield  departed  this 

life. 
Oct.  20,  1855  —  Mrs.  Tirza  S.  or  L. 

Pinniger  was  received  as  member  on 

certificate. 
Dec.  2,  1855  —  Mr.  Andrew  and  Mrs. 

Mary  Gray  received  certificate  of 

dismissal  to  join  the  church  at  Bethany. 

Mrs.  Mary  Kinkade  given  certificate  of 

dismissal  to  join  the  church  at  Franklin. 
Apr.  20,  1856  —  N.F.  Hall  received 

certificate  to  join  the  church  at 

Thyatira. 
May  3,  1856  —  John  P.  Marlin  was 

examined  and  received  as  a  member. 
July  30,  1856  —  Daniel  Culbertson 

departed  this  life  July  30,  1856. 
Aug.  17,  1856  —  Mrs.  Catharine  B. 

Wood  departed  this  life. 
Oct.  18,  1856  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Armfield 

and  Miss  Marge  (sic)  Irvin  were 

examined  and  accepted  as  members. 
Oct.  19,  1856  —  Phillip  S.  Butler  (sic), 

Mrs.  Jane  E.  Butler  (sic),  Miss  Caroline 

E.  Repult,  and  Miss  Lydia  Young  were 

examined  and  accepted  as  members. 
Nov.  1856  —  Mrs.  Sarah  W  Foard 

departed  this  life  on  the  2nd  day  of 

Nov.  1856. 
Jan.  30,  1857  —  Thomas  Wood  departed 

this  life  on  the  30th  day  of  Jan.  1857. 
Mar.  22,  1857  —  James  Thomason 

departed  this  life  Mar.  22,  1857. 


Mar.  24,  1857  —  John  Repult  departed 
this  life  Mar.  24,  1857. 

May  23,  1857  —  Mrs.  America  Hart  was 
examined  and  accepted  into 
membership 

Amy  Scott  and  Alexander,  servants  of 
Daniel  Wood,  were  examined  and 
accepted. 

May  24,  1857  —  Robert,  servant  of  Mrs. 
Dobbins,  and  Harriet,  servant  of  J.C. 
Foard  were  examined  and  received. 

Aug.  16,  1857  —  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Wood 
Fandy  Alexander  Scot  Emaline  Leaner 
(sic)  Amy  Molly  Isabella  Mitchel  all 
made  application  for  certificate  which 
were  granted.  (The  above  names  had  no 
commas  in  the  original.) 

Oct.  17,  1857  —  Jane  Marlin,  Miss  Aley 
Marlin  and  Miss  Harriet  Lyerly  were 
examined  and  admitted  to  membership. 
M.C.  Peninger  was  received  on 
certificate  from  Rocky  River  Church. 

Dec.  27,  1857  —  Miss  C.J.  Noble,  M.A. 
Todd,  Rebecca  Swisher,  M.A.  Lyerly, 
M.E.  Todd,  Lydia  Rice,  Nancy  E.  Rice 
and  M.C.  Wright  were  examined  and 
excepted. 

June  26,  1858  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Clampet 
was  examined  and  admitted. 
Mr.  John  L.  Morrison  and  Mrs.  Martha 
Morrison  were  received  on  certificate 
from  Rocky  River  Church. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Tarrh  was  received  on 
certificate  from  Rocky  River  Church. 
Mr.  Andrew  A.  Hart  was  received  on 
certificate  from  Brownville  Church 
Arkansas. 

Sept.  17,  1858  —  Miss  Louisa  S. 
Armfield,  Nancy  E.  Smith,  Jane  E. 
Thompson,  Mary  E.  Gillean,  John  W 
Gullet,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Gullet,  Wm.  A. 
Peninger,  Mrs.  Margaret  R.  Peninger, 
Marcus,  a  servant  of  John  M.  Pervine. 
Hannah,  servant  of  B.S.  Keider,  and 
Jane,  servant  of  Daniel  Peninger,  were 
examined  and  admitted. 

Feb.  15,  1859  —  Session  met  by  request 
at  Mrs.  Lylerly's  being  afflected  and  not 
able  to  attend  church.  Mrs.  Lylerly  was 
examined  and  accepted.  The 
sacraments  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
administered  to  her. 
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May  7,  1859  —  Nelson  Penninger,  a 

member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was 

examined  and  accepted. 

Miss  Mary  Fraley,  H.C.  Gilean,  Mrs.  A. 

Thomson,  and  Percy,  servant  of  Mrs. 

Flemming,  were  examined  and 

accepted. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  Mrs. 

Benson  which  was  accepted. 
Oct.  13,  1860  —  Mr.  T.  Lock  Thompson, 

Mr.  John  B.  Benson  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Mary  Catharine  Benson  were  examined 

and  accepted. 
Apr.  21,  1861  —  Mr.  John  Lindsay,  Mrs. 

Isabella  Lindsay  and  Stephen,  servant 

of  Mr.  John  Carson,  were  received  on 

certificate  from  Third  Creek  Church. 
Apr.  21,  1861  —  Mr.  Thomas  C. 

Clampett,  Sarah  Pervine,  Miss  Clara  C. 

Craigs  (sic)  and  Mr.  S.S.  Benson  were 

examined  and  accepted. 
Sept.  15,  1861  —  Mr.  A.P  Phillips,  Mrs. 

A.P  Phillips,  M.J.  Phillips,  L.C.  Benson, 

C.  Benson,  Philer  (sic),  a  servant  of 

Jack  Todd  and  Elisa,  a  free  colored 

woman,  were  examined  and  accepted. 
Feb.  9,  1862  —  Mr.  Jesse  Powles 

presented  a  certificate  from  Lutheran 

Church  and  was  accepted. 
May  2,  1862  —  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Riche, 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Powles,  Miss  Mary  Jane 

Thomason  and  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rice 

were  examined  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Jesse  Powles  was  received  on 

certificate. 
Aug.  10,  1862  —  Mr.  Lindsay  Morgan 

and  Mrs.  Sarah  Morgan  were  examined 

and  accepted. 

Mrs.  Mary  Owens  received  a  certificate 

to  connect  herself  with  a  church  at 

Salisbury. 
Sept.  6,  1862  —  Miss  Margaret 

Hollabough  was  received  on  a 

certificate  from  Third  Creek  Church. 
Oct.  17,  1862  —  Mr.  William  Marlin  was 

examined  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Tobias  File  and  Mrs.  Sarah  File 

were  received  on  certificate. 
June  10,  1864  —  Sarah  Lyerly,  Charlotte 

Lyerly,  Mary  A.  Lyerly,  Mary  C.  Lyerly 

and  Susan  Lyerly  applied  for  admission 

and  were  accepted. 
June  11,  1864  —  Mary  Katharine  Foard 

and  Maggie  J.  Foard  were  received  into 

membership  on  certificate  from  the 

church  of  Greensboro. 


Oct.  22,  1864  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C. 
Thomason  was  examined  and  received 
into  the  church. 

Mr.  William  G.  Rice  was  received  on 
certificate  from  Chaplain  in  the  army. 
John,  a  servant  of  William  Turner, 
Harriet  Freeman  and  Julia  Freeman 
(colored)  were  received  after 
examination. 

Nov.  27,  1864  —  Frank  and  Emily, 
servants  residing  with  T  File,  were 
examined  and  received. 

Oct.  22,  1865  —  William  G.  Watson  was 
examined  and  accepted. 

Feb.  25,  1866  —  Elizabeth  (colored 
woman)  was  examined. 

June  1,  1866  —  Miss  Meriah  C.  Todd 
came  before  session  and  asked  for 
admission.  She  will  be  received 
tomorrow  by  a  public  profession  of  her 
faith. 

June  3,  1866  —  Miss  Julia  Marlin  and 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  Marlin  came  before 
session  to  be  admitted  to  church 
membership.  It  was  resolved  that  they 
be  admitted. 

Mr.  Giles  Rainy  and  his  wife  Lucinda 
with  the  following  colored  persons 
came  before  session  and  asked  for 
admission:  Richard  Correll  and  his  wife 
Grissy  and  Laure  Ann  Bowers.  It  was 
resolved  they  be  admitted  this  day  by  a 
public  profession  of  their  faith. 

Oct.  27,  1866  —  Mr.  J.C.  Towel  asked  for 
privileges  of  membership.  He  was 
examined  and  received. 

May  24,  1867  —  Sarah  Benson,  who  had 
been  suspended,  was  restored  to  full 
membership. 

May  25,  1867  —  Mary  Benson  asked  to 
be  received  as  a  member.  She  was 
received. 

May  26,  1867  —  Andrew  Gullet  and 
Caleb  Penninger  asked  to  be  received 
as  members.  They  were  received. 

Oct.  26,  1867  —  W.W.  Fraley  was 

received  as  member  on  certificate  from 
St.  Matthews. 

Apr.  25,  1868  —  William  Carson  and 
wife,  Felix  Benson  and  Elizabeth  J. 
Benson  were  examined  and  received 
into  membership. 

June  7,  1868  —  The  following  colored 
persons  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismissal:  Robert  Dobbins  and  Esther 
his  wife,  Richard  Correll  and  Grissy  his 
wife.  Request  granted. 
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Oct.  11,  1868  —  W.R  Nelson  was 
examined  and  received  as  a  member. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Correll,  Mr.  A. A.  File  and 
Mr.  B.T.  Thompson  asked  admission  to 
church  membership.  Each  was  received 
into  communion. 

Oct.  18,  1868  —  Mrs.  Mary  Gales  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Morgan  asked  for 
certificates  of  dismission.  Request  was 
granted. 

Jan.  11,  1869  —  Ann  Bowers,  a  colored 
person,  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismission  to  join  some  other  church. 
Request  granted. 

Mrs.  Billie  Owen  presented  certificate 
of  dismission  from  the  church  of 
Thyatira  and  was  accepted. 

Feb.  21,  1869  —  Application  was  made 
for  certificate  of  dismission  by  Mrs. 
Lucy  C.  Benson  and  Harriet  Heathman 
(colored).  Request  granted. 

May  29,  1869  —  Miss  Margaret  E.  Smith 
was  examined  and  received. 

June  20,  1869  —  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Freeze 
presented  certificate  from  Lutheran 
Church  which  was  accepted. 

Aug.  22,  1869  —  Mrs.  Bettie  Owens  and 
Eliza  Frumale  (sic)  (colored)  applied  for 
certificate  of  dismission.  Granted. 

Oct.  3,  1869  —  Miss  Elizabeth  Morgan, 
Mary  J.  File  and  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
Powlas  asked  to  be  admitted  to 
membership.  They  were  examined  and 
received. 

William  Felker  and  wife  were  admitted 
as  members  on  certificate  from  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

June  10,  1870  —  It  appearing  to  the 
satisfaction  of  session  that  Mr.  John 
Lindsay  and  wife  Isabella  have 
connected  themselves  with  Baptist 
Church.  Resolved  that  their  names  be 
stricken  from  rolls. 

Daniel  Penninger  applied  for  admission 
into  this  church  and  was  received. 

Oct.  15,  1870  —  Application  for 

certificate  of  dismission  was  made  by 
Mrs.  Abner  Thomason  to  join  church  of 
Franklin.  This  was  granted. 

May  16,  1871  —  Miss  Clementine  R. 
Correll  asked  for  admission  into  church. 
She  was  received. 

May  11,  1872  —  Henry  B.  Armfield  and 
Miss  Ruey  A.  Penninger  asked  to  be 
received  as  members.  They  were 
examined  and  received  into 
communion. 


Mar.  30,  1873  —  Mrs.  Margaret  Link 
requested  a  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Methodist  Church  of  Camden. 
Request  granted. 

Aug.  9,  1873  —  Mary  K.  Goin  (sic) 
applied  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  the  church  of  Fourth  Creek. 
Request  granted. 

Miss  Eliza  C.  Robinson  was  received  as 
a  member  upon  examination. 

Aug.  10,  1873  —  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Winecoff 
was  received  on  certificate  from  the 
church  of  Rocky  River. 

Aug.  11,  1873  —  Miss  Sarah  E.  Lucas, 
Frances  C.  Penninger,  Sarah  Jane 
Gillean,  Elizabeth  A.  Culbertson  and 
Mr.  William  D.  Penninger  were 
received  upon  examination  into  the 
church. 

Aug.  12,  1873  —  Mrs.  Margaret  M.C. 
Ruffin,  Miss  Dovey  J.  Foster  and 
Charlotte  A.  File  were  received  upon 
examination. 

Aug.  13,  1873  —  John  A.  Bailey,  Miss 
Maggie  Powlas,  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Purviance  were  received  into 
membership  upon  examination. 

Feb.  1,  1874  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Klutz 
asked  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Presbyterian  Church  in  Salisbury. 
Granted. 

Mar.  27,  1874  —  Mrs.  Margaret  M.C. 
Ruffin  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismission.  Granted. 

May  16  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Penninger  was 
received  on  certificate  from  the 
Methodist  Church. 
R.W.  Culbertson  was  examined  and 
received  into  membership. 

July  19,  1874  —  Mrs.  S.J.  Boyd  was 
received  on  certificate  of  dismission 
from  Pleasant  Grove  Presbyterian 
Church  of  S.C. 

Sept.  19,  1874  —  Mrs.  Eliza  Lyerly 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
the  church  of  Franklin.  She  was 
accepted. 

Miss  Margaret  Lucas,  Miss  Fannie 
Thomas  and  Miss  Mary  Thomas,  asked 
admission  into  church.  They  were 
examined  and  received. 
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List  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  Unity  church  living  Apr.  1,  1875. 

Sallie  Benson  died  Jan.  28,  1881 

F.  Lock  Thompson,  Sr.  died  Jan.  or  June 

(illegible)  1881 
Bettie  Benson  died  July  7,  1890 
Thomas  C.  Clampet  died  1904 
Sarah  Gullet 

Samuel  S.  Benson  joined  Episcopal 
Lucy  C.  Felker  died 
Nancy  C.  Benson  died 
Jesse  Powlass  died  July  28,  1902 
Sarah  E.  Powlass  died  Nov.  3,  1901 
Mary  J.  Shaver  died 
Margaret  Richie  Mrs.  Correll  died  about 

1910 
Tobias  File  died  Sept.  23,  1884 
Sarah  File  died  July  20,  1896 
Sarah  Lyerly  died 
Mary  A.  Barber  died 
Maggie  J.  Fowler  dismissed  to  South 

River  Church 
Meriah  C.  Todd 
Julia  V.  Hix  dismissed  July  1884  to 

Reidville 
Mary  Benson  dismissed  Aug.  1893 
Andrew  J.  Gullet  died  Feb.  9,  1899 
Caleb  Penninger  dismissed 
William  G.  Watson  dismissed  to  Salisbury 

Jan.  1876 
Amanda  Watson  dismissed  Jan.  1876 
William  Carson  dismissed  to  Cleveland 
Sarah  J.  Carson  died  Sept.  1911 
Elizabeth  Jane  Dent  dismissed  by 

certificate  to  Concord  Mav  1893 
Sarah  Correll  died  Aug.  1883 
Alexander  A.  File  suspended 
Turner  Thompson  united  with  Episcopal 

Church  1877  died  1908 
William  P.  Nelson  transferred  June  27 

1880 
Margaret  E.  Smith  died  Jan.  9,  1880 
Mary  C.  Freeze  died  Sept.  15,  1895 
Elizabeth  Rawdon 

Elizabeth  A.  Powlass  died  Sept.  16,  1880 
William  Felker  died  Oct.  1898 
Daniel  Penninger  died  Dec.  13,  1900 
Joseph  H.  Mingus  died  Mar.  22,  1881 
Henry  B.  Armfield  died  Mar.  15,  1885 
Ruie  (sic)  A.  Penninger  died  1907 
Eliza  C.  Robinson  died  1886 
Mary  L.  Winecoff  died  June  23,  1880 
Sarah  E.  Lucas  dismissed  Mav  20,  1877  to 

the  M.E.  Church 
Frances  C.  Penninger  dismissed  to 

Concord  Church  Nov.  22,  1896 
William  D.  Penninger  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee 


Nancy  Benson  died  Feb.  28,  1888  in  her 

81st  yr. 
John  Culbertson  died  Mar.  6,  1890  in  his 

88th  yr. 
Susannah  S.  Culbertson  died  27th  Dec. 

1883 
Elizabeth  Gray  died  Apr.  8th  1885 
Catharine  Lyerly  died  Sept.  1878 
John  Marlin  born  17th  June  1799  died 

Feb.  1886 
Edmund  Rice  died  Sept.  3rd  1891  in  his 

83rd  yrd. 
Sarah  Rice  born  Aug.  25,  1790  died  June 

26,  1885 
Martha  Foster  died  June  20th  1880 
Margaret  Thomason  died  Aug.  7,  1884 
Ann  Gillian  died  Oct.  1877 
Isabella  Gillean 
John  Lyerly  died  Nov.  1875 
Richard  Culbertson 
Isabella  Gray  died  Oct.  27,  1887 
Lydia  Culbertson  died 
James  Watson  died  June  4,  1894  age  85 

yrs. 
Mary  Watson  died  Mar.  12,  1884 
John  Cicero  Foard  dismissed  to  South 

River  Church 
Charlotte  Culbertson  died  June  12,  1884 
Elizabeth  H.  Rice  died  Sept.  15,  1889  in 

her  86th  yr. 
Samuel  S.  Culbertson  died  July  21,  1889 
Nelson  Penninger  died  June  13,  1882 
Tirza  S.  Penninger  died  Mar.  6,  1892 
Sarah  L.  White  died  Mar.  11,  1903 
Sarah  Armfield  died  suddenly  Nov.  18, 

1877 
Caroline  E.  Jones  dismissed  to 

Presbyterian  Church  at  Salisbury  Sept. 

29,  1900 
A. A.  Hart  died 
America  Hart  died 
Aley  Ann  File  died  Oct.  1875 
Mary  Todd  died  June  18,  1889 
M.E.  Todd  died 
Nancv  E.  Benson 

Lydia  J.  Lyerly  died  Sept.  10,  1882 
Mary  C.  Wright  died 
Martha  Morrison  died  Dec.  29,  1888 
Elizabeth  G.  Clampet  died  Dec.  1887 
Charlotte  Gullet  Mrs.  Leippard  died 
Nancy  E.  Thompson  died  June  7,  1877 
Mary  E.  Gillean  died 
Louisa  S.  Armfield  dismissed  to  Salisbury 

Church  Oct.  2,  1892 
Mary  Holt  died 
H.  Cowan  Gillean  died  Dec.  5,  1886 
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Sarah  Jane  Gillean  Thomason  dismissed 

Elizabeth  Ann  Culbertson  Mrs.  John  Rice 

Dovey  R.  Foster  left 

Charlotte  A.  File  Mrs.  C.A.  Rice 

John  A.  Bailey  died  Nov.  1,  1904 

Maggie  Powlass  dismissed  by  certificate 

Apr.  8,  1893 
Mary  J.  Purviance  Mrs.  Thompson 

dismissed 
Sarah  Jane  Penninger  certificate 

Cooleemee 
Rev.  R.  Watt  Culbertson  died  Aug.  22, 

1932 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Boyd  dismissed  by 

certificate  Sept.  16,  1888 
Eliza  A.  Lyerly  died  Sept.  1888 
Margaret  I.  Lucas  certificate  to  Methodist 
Fannie  Culbertson  died  Jan.  8,  1900 
Mary  File  Fraley  died  Aug.  27,  1896 
Mollie  Hart  Mrs.  S.H.  Wetmore 
Nancy  C.  Foard  dismissed  to  South  River 

Church 
Margaret  Tarrh  died  Apr.  1884 
Giles  Rainy  died  May  12,  1879 
Lucinda  Rainy  dismissed  June  27,  1880 
John  M.  Foster  died  Oct.  1875 
George  W.  Fowler  dismissed  to  South 

River  Church 
Mary  Isabella  Klutz  died  June  9,  1880 

1876  Samuel  Moore  dismissed  to 
Concord  Dec.  10,  1882 

Jan.  George  Rockwell  McNeill  dismissed 

to  Reidsville  July  1884 
Apr.  Sarah  E.  File  Mrs.  W.F.  Rice  died 

Oct.  12,  1899 
Apr.  Blanche  Boyd  dismissed  by 

certificate 
Mar.  1877  Robert  F.  Johnston  died  July  6, 

1890 
May  1877  Daniel  A.  Lyerly  died 
May  1877  Clara  E.  Ritchey  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee 
May  1877  Margaret  Elizabeth  Powlass 

dismissed  by  certificate  June  9,  1888 
May  1877  William  A.  Powlass  died  Apr. 

29,  1880 
May  1877  Thomas  Lock  Thompson,  Jr. 

dismissed  died 

1877  Clementine  C.  Connll  (sic)  retired 
Oct.  20  Margaret  A.  Lippard  dismissed  by 

certificate  Jan.  1889 
Oct.  20  M.S.  Texanna  Lippard  dismissed 

by  certificate  Jan.  1896 
Oct.  20  Margaret  Amy  Thompson 

Whitman  died  Apr.  1897 
Oct.  20  Julia  Ann  Thompson  died 
Oct.  20  Elizabeth  Ann  Clampet  retired 
Oct.  20  M.  Stolks  Fraley  died  May  27, 

1897 


Oct.  20  William  R.  Thompson  dismissed 

to  Concord  Church  Nov.  22,  1896 
Oct.  20  1878  John  H.  Carson  dismissed 

by  certificate  Jesse  P.  Thomason  died 

Apr.  3,  1889 
May  4  Thomas  L.  Gullet  died  Mar.  1884 
May  4  R.B.  Bailey  died 
May  4  S.E.  Bailey  died  Mar.  25,  1911 
Oct.  19  Julia  F  Lawrence  died  Mar.  12, 

1900 
May  11,  1879  Laura  J.  Thompson 

dismissed  by  certificate  May  11,  1879 
Sept.  13,  1879  Robert  H.  Foarde 

dismissed  to  Franklin  Church 
Sept.  13,  1879  John  Dent  retired 
Sept.  13,  1879  Martin  Jones  died  Jan.  31, 

1896  in  Salisbury 
Sept.  13,  1879  Richmond  Beck  died 
Sept.  13,  1879  Thomas  W  Powlass 

retired 
Sept.  13,  1879  George  F.  Powlass  died 

May  1941 
Sept.  13,  1879  John  S.  Whitman  died 

Dec.  21,  1893 
Sept.  13,  1879  John  H.  Gillean  died  1903 
Sept.  13,  1879  Henry  L.  Foard 

transferred 
Sept.  13,  1879  James  D.  Lawrence 

certificate  deceased 
Sept.  13,  1879  Clinton  G.  Lippard 

dismissed  by  certificate 
Sept.  13,  1879  James  F  Johnston  died 

July  28,  1893 
Sept.  13,  1879  Backstram  B.  Boyd 

dismissed  by  certificate  Sept.  1888 
Sept.  13,  1879  Willie  C.  Gillean  died  Jan. 

10,  1931 
Sept.  13,  1879  Jonas  A.  Lippard  died 

Mar.  17,  1930 
Sept.  13,  1879  Minnie  May  Watson 

dismissed  to  Salisbury  Mar.  21,  1891 
Sept.  13,  1879  Mary  Alice  Watson 

certificate 
Sept.  13,  1879  Jane  C.  Rex  died 
Sept.  13,  1879  Nellie  Ann  Hart  dismissed 

to  Thyatira  Church  Apr.  19,  1896 
Sept.  13,  1879  Mary  J.  Penninger 

dismissed  by  certificate  Jan.  9,  1886 
Sept.  13,  1879  M.A.  E.  Cordelia  Ritchie 

dismissed  to  Cooleemee 
Sept.  13,  1879  Julia  Ann  Murph 

suspended  May  4,  1882 
Sept.  13,  1879  Rachel  Powlass  died 
Sept.  13,  1879  Margaret  C.  Murph  died 

June  20,  1893 
Sept.  13,  1879  Lydia  Ann  Gillean 
Sept.  13,  1879  Laura  B.  Thompson  died 

1911 
Sept.  13,  1879  Lydia  Ann  Penninger 

dismissed  by  certificate  1884 
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Sept.  13,  1879  Sarah  Laura  Penninger 

died 
Sept.  13,  1879  Margaret  E.  Rex  died 
Sept.  13,  1879  John  Lock  Carson 

dismissed  to  Dallas  TX  July  5,  1896 
Sept.  13,  1879  Henrv  G.  Lippard  died 

Feb.  3,  1934 
Sept.  13,  1879  Ellen  Povvlass  dismissed  to 

Statesville  Mar.  10,  1882 
Oct.  26  Ann  Plummer  dismissed  to  M.E. 

Church  1888 
Oct.  26  A.  Leroy  Povvlass  dismissed  to 

Cleveland 
Oct.  26  William  F.  Jones  dismissed  to 

M.E.  1898 
Oct.  26  Sarah  Jane  Murph  died  1910 
Oct.  26  Nora  Jane  Fry  suspended  May 

1884 

1880  Julia  Ann  Jones  dismissed  to  M.E. 
1898 

May  21  William  Henry  Penninger  died 
Mav  21  Sarah  Jane  Thomason  died  Mar. 
29,  1898 

1881  E.C.  Nesbit  died  July  19,  1893 
Mar.  13  S.C.  Nesbit  died  ' 

May  7  Calvin  Klutz  dismissed  by 

certificate  Apr.  1892 
1881  Wilev  Lyerly  died  Dec.  1885 
Oct.  9  Esther  Lyerly  died  June  11,  1890 
Oct.  22  Mary  Alice  Freeze 
Oct.  22  Mary  Lundie  Thompson 

suspended 
Oct.  22,  1882  Rosa  File  died  Mar.  18, 

1897 
Oct.  22,  1882  Paschal  S.  Boyd  dismissed 

by  certificate 
Oct'.  29,  1883  Nancv  Menis  (sic)  died 

1890 
Oct.  29,  1883  Margaret  Ann  Menis  (sic) 

died  Jan.  4,  1885 
Mav  10,  1884  Sallie  Lippard  died  1909 
May  10,  1884  William  G.  Rice  died 
Aug.  27,  1884  B.  Franklin  Clampet 

Retired 
Aug.  27,  1884  Elizabeth  A.  Rice  died 
May  1885  Marv  L.  Watson  dismissed  to 

Salisbury  Mar.  21,  1891 
May  1885Nannie  E.  Gullet  Mrs.  Kluttz 

died 
July  11  Anna  J.  Culbertson  dismissed  by 

certificate  1888 
Nov.  6  Celeste  Boyd  dismissed  by 

certificate  Sept.  1888 
Mav  8  Maggie  Lippard  died  Feb.  18, 

1891 
Nov.  28,  1886  J.  Knox  Culbertson  died 

1933 
Nov.  28,  1886  Joseph  G.  Lyerly  dismissed 

to  Cleveland 
Nov.  28,  1886  James  L.  Watson  dismissed 

to  Salisbury  Mar.  21,  1891 


Nov.  28,  1886  A  Luther  Ritchie  dismissed 

to  Salisbury  died  Sept.  1930 
Nov.  28,  1886  W.  McGruder  Lucas  died 

1904 
Nov.  28,  1886  Elizabeth  J.  Carson 

dismissed  to  Statesville  July  5,  1896 
Nov.  28,  1886  Martha  E.  Ritchie 

certificate 
Nov.  28,  1886  Linnie  C.  Hart  died  1908 
Nov.  28,  1886  Sethelle  Boyd  dismissed  by 

certificate  1888 
Nov.  28,  1886  Emma  V.  Penninger 

dismissed  by  certificate  June  23,  1889 
Nov.  23,  1889  Anna  L.  Penninger 

dismissed  to  Cooleemee 
Nov.  23,  1889  J.  Franklin  Gillean  died 

June  17,  1894 
May  9  George  L.  Rice  died  May  29,  1892 
May  8,  1887  Cora  Belle  Povvlass  died 

Feb.  23,  1895 
Oct.  22,  1887  Mrs.  Sallie  Davis  died  Jan. 

29,  1897 
1887  H.C.  Owens  died  Feb.  20,  1895 
Oct.  22  Elizabeth  Owens  died  Dec.  22, 

1902 
Oct.  22  William  A.  Benson  joined 

Episcopal  Church 
Nov.  1888  Elizabeth  Rhidenhour 
May  25,  1889  Mrs.  Katharine  L. 

Campbell  dismissed  by  certificate 
May  25,  1889  Charlotte  Cora  Holt  Mrs. 

C.J.  Benson 
May  25,  1889  Jennie  Eliza  Hart  died  July 

16,  1893 
Dec.  8,  1889  Annie  M.  Penninger 

certificate  to  Cooleemee 
Apr.  27,  1890  James  Owens 
Apr.  27,  1890  Ellen  Meriah  Owens 
Apr.  27,  1890  Elizabeth  Isenhour  died 

1906 
Apr.  27,  1890  Sarah  L.  Isenhour  died 

Oct.  21,  1890 
Apr.  27,  1890  Mary  C.  Isenhour  died 

Mrs.  R.A.  File 
Apr.  27,  1890  William  F.  Isenhour 
Nov.  9,  1890  Mary  Belle  Holt  Mrs.  Will 

Shaver  dead 
Sept.  13,  1891  Miss  Nannie  A.  Benson 

dismissed  to  Salisbury 
Sept.  13,  1891  Marv  C.  Lverly  died  Dec. 

16,  1895  left  infant 
Sept.  13,  1891  Nola  M.  Lyerly  died 
Sept.  13,  1891  Maggie  Bell  Shaver 
Sept.  13,  1891  Mary  C.  Benson  joined 

Episcopal  Church 
Sept.  13,  1891  Cornelia  J.  Benson  joined 

P.E.  Church 
Sept.  13,  1891  Clara  J.  Felker  died 
Sept.  13,  1891  Mary  C.  Bailey  Mrs.  Mary 

C.  Penninger 
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Sept.  13,  1891  Sarah  Lizzie  Rice  died 

July  6,  1941 
Sept.  13,  1891  William  F.  Shaver 
Sept.  13,  1891  John  B.  Davis  certificate 
Sept.  13,  1891  William  A.  Davis  removed 
Oct.  24,  1891  Mrs.  Mary  Scales  Miller 

dismissed  by  certificate  to  Madison 

Church  Dec.  11,  1892 
Oct.  24,  1891  Peter  Scales  Miller  same  as 

above 
Oct.  24,  1891  Miss  Marion  Spears  Miller 

same  as  above 
Oct.  24,  1891  John  L.  Graham  removed 
Oct.  24,  1891  Margaret  L.  Graham 

removed 
Oct.  24,  1891  Miss  Hennietta  Hobson 

removed 
Oct.  24,  1891  Miss  Anna  Lee  Lyerly 

removed 
Nov.  7  Miss  Hattie  S.  Goodman  dismissed 

to  Mooresville  dead 
Oct.  25  Miss  Nancy  D.  Humphreys 

certificate 
1892  John  H.A.  Lippard  deceased 
1892  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gillian  died  Mar.  15, 

1901 
Apr.  22  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Cole  died  May  26, 

1898 
Apr.  22  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Harrison  dismissed 

by  certificate  Jan.  26,  1902 
Apr.  22  Miss  Bettie  Harrison 
Apr.  23  Jane  A.  Erwin  deceased  1899 
Apr.  23  Martha  L.  Erwin  dismissed  by 

certificate  to  Concord 
Oct.  2,  1892  Ellen  Hart  suspended 
Oct.  2,  1892  Maggie  B.  Thompson 
Oct.  2,  1892  Nettie  Elliott  Mrs.  Pool  now 

Simpson 
Oct.  2,  1892  Mrs.  Bettie  J.  Graham  died 
Oct.  2,  1892  Jacob  S.  Graham  died 
Oct.  2,  1892  Joseph  G.  Hall  dismissed  by 

certificate  to  1st  Church  Galvenston, 

TXJan.  4,  1894 
Oct.  2,  1892  Samuel  O.  Hobson  removed 
Oct.  2,  1892  Willie  C.  Carson  dismissed 

to  Dallas  TX  Jan.  5,  1896 
Oct.  2,  1892  Luther  C.  Klutz  died  Feb. 

21,  1942 
Dec.  11,  1892  Mrs.  Lorina  Thomason 

dead 
Jan.  8,  1893  John  M.  Penninger  removed 
Apr.  1892  Samuel  A.D.  Hart  died  1904 
Apr.  1892  Mrs.  Mollie  A.  Hart  died 
Jan.  1,  1894  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Lippard  died 
June  3  Michael  B.  Dickson  died  1895 
June  10  Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Brown 
Oct.  28,  1894  John  Wilhelm  died  Oct.  4, 

1930 
Oct.  28,  1894  Miss  Laura  Wilhelm 
Oct.  28,  1894  James  K.  Graham  died  May 

14,  1900 


May  11,  1895  Miss  Lizzie  Owens 

removed 
May  11,  1895  Miss  Jessie  M.  Lawrence 

certificate 
May  11,  1895  Miss  Grace  E.  Lawrence 

certificate 
May  11,  1895  Richard  A.  File  died  1933 
May  12  Mr.  James  Wood  Lyerly 

certificate 
May  12  Miss  Margaret  E.  Bailey  Mrs. 

WH.  Wetmore 
May  12  Miss  Laura  Louisa  Lippard 

certificate 
Aug.  9,  1895  Robert  A.  Webb  removed 
Aug.  9,  1895  William  F  Lyerly 
Aug.  9,  1895  Samuel  B.  Segraves 

removed 
Apr.  17,  1896  Mrs.  Mary  Louise 

Arrowood  certificate 
Apr.  17,  1896  Miss  Sarah  Catharine  Foard 

Mrs.  J. Lyerly 

July  5  Miss  Annie  Isabel  Arrowood 

certificate 
July  5  Sylvia  Louise  Arrowood  certificate 
Aug.  30,  1896  Mrs.  Mollie  Lazenby  died 
Aug.  6  Thomas  Sidney  Brown  died  Mar. 

13,  1937 
Aug.  4  Mrs.  Emma  Douglass  Wetmore 

certificate  died 
Oct.  4  Miss  Rosa  Wetmore  Bailey 

certificate  died 
Aug.  22  Earnest  D.  File  certificate 
1897  IraT.  Bailey 
1897  Willie  H.  Wetmore  joined  Episcopal 

Church,  transferred  back  to  Unity 
1897  Charles  A.  Lyerly  removed 

certificate  to  Spencer 
1897  W.  White  Felker  died 
1897  Ora  W.  File  certificate 
1897  Walter  R.  Bailey  certificate 
1897  Jess  T  Lippard  certificate 
1897  Miss  Sarah  Rice  certificate 
1897  Miss  Bessie  N.  Brown  (Mrs.  F 

Thompson)  dismissed 
1897  Miss  Mary  L.  Powlass  (Mrs.  Luther 

Bost) 
1897  Miss  Mary  C.  Thomason  removed 
1897  Lottie  G.  Lawrence  certificate 
Sept.  19  S.T  Lazenby  died 
Sept.  19  Miss  Bessie  Dickson  Arrowood 

certificate 
Sept.  19  Mrs.  Augusta  Lyerly  died 
Sept.  2,  1898  Charles  Flinn  Arrowood 

certificate 
Sept.  3,  1898  Miss  Josie  Belle  Gillean 

(Mrs.  F  Correll) 
Sept.  3,  1898  Desda  Catharine  Gillean  to 

Third  Creek 
Sept.  3,  1898  Emma  Louisa  Lippard 

dismissed 
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Sept.  3,  1898  Rosa  Nettie  Brown  (Mrs. 

Baxter  Harrison)  certificate 
Sept.  3,  1898  Elizabeth  Ann  Lyerly 

dismissed 
Oct.  1,  1899  Chalmers  Harland  Gillean 
Oct.  1,  1899  Walter  Eugene  Lippard 

certificate 
May  6,  1900  Felix  A.  Foster  certificate 
Mav  6,  1900  Mrs.  Felix  Foster  died  Sept. 

13,  1901 
May  6,  1900  Miss  Mary  Ellenor  Foster 

certificate 
May  1900  Robert  Clarence  Lyerly 

dismissed  to  Lenoir 
May  1900  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Lippard 

dismissed 
Sept.  29  Willie  Calvin  Graham  dismissed 

to  Third  Creek 
Sept.  29  James  Kerr  Holt 
Sept.  29  Miss  Nola  Blanch  Carson 

certificate 
Sept.  29  Rosa  May  Rice  died 
Sept.  29  Mary  Bertha  File  certificate 
Sept.  29  Jane  Isabella  Thomason  removed 
Oct.  6,  1901  Samuel  Badger  Lyerly 

(Preacher)  died  Apr.  1930 
Oct.  6,  1901  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 

Graham  removed 
Jan.  26,  1902  Mrs.  F.L.  Cranford 

certificate 
Jan.  26,  1902  Mrs.  Minnie  Foster 

dismissed  to  Salisbury 
Apr.  6  Miss  Fannie  Thomas  certificate 

died  1908 
May  3  CO  Dowel  dismissed 
May  3  Minnie  Lippard  dismissed 
Oct.  12  Mr.  N.N.  Fleming  died  Apr.  1, 

1929 
Oct.  12  Mrs.  Marv  Rosa  Fleming  died 

July  20,  1905 
May  2,  1903  Miss  Marian  Arrowood 

certificate 
May  2,  1903  Miss  Mary  A.  Wetmore 
May  2,  1903  Miss  Jesse  Franklin  Powlass 

(Mrs.  J.  Myers) 
May  3,  1903  Mary  Agnes  Lverly  removed 
Sept.  29  William  L.  Rice 
Sept.  29  William  Culbertson  died 
Sept.  29  Robert  S.  Arrowood  certificate 
Sept.  29  James  Graham 
Sept.  29  Clarence  Gillean  dismissed 
Sept.  29  N.N.  Fleming  (Preacher) 

Sept.  29  Frank died  Oct.  1941 

Oct.  28,  1904 

Lola  Thompson  dismissed  Mrs.  Scot 

(sic)  Kenerly 

Elizabeth  Kincaid  Mrs.  I.T.  Bailey 

Irene  Lippard  dismissed 

Mary  Fleming  (Mrs.  Clarence  Cole) 

Marvin  Lazenbv  removed 


J.  Walter  Thompson  dismissed 

Bingham  R.  Brown 

L.  Preston  Lyerly  died 
Sept.  24,  1905 

Oscar  Nesbit  dismissed  Jan.  14,  1906 

Claude  Harrison  dismissed 

Clifton  Lazenby  dismissed 

Irene  Thompson  dismissed  (Mrs.  C. 

Harrison) 
May  12,  1906  Jessie  Lee  Graham 

certificate 
May  13,  1906 

Walter  Owens 

Janie  Lee  Hart  (Mrs.  Hurst) 

Grace  Lippard  (Mrs.  Walter  Owens) 
Nov.  12,  1907 

Leetia  Richie  certificate  to  Salisbury 

Charlotte  Fraley  Culbertson  (Mrs.  H.M. 

Bailey) 

Margaret  Fleming 

John  Quincy  Adams  Powlas 
Sept.  28,  1907 

John  Fink  certificate 

Mrs.  John  Fink  certificate 
Dec.  15,  1907 

Mrs.  Julia  Gilbert  certificate 

Edith  Gilbert  certificate 

J.H.  Rice  died 

E.  Foster  dismissed  joined  again 
May  3,  1908 

Mrs.  Thomas  Lyerly 

Leah  Shaver  (Mrs.  Allen) 

Alma  Klutz  (Mrs.  Edward  Click) 

Marvin  Lyerly  dismissed  to  Cleveland 
Aug.  16,  1908  John  H.  Lippard 
Nov.  30,  1908  Richard  Guy  Culbertson 
Apr.  4 

H.V.  Cranford  dismissed 

Mrs.  H.V.  Cranford  dismissed 

Beulah  E.  Cranford  dismissed 

Frankie  Lee  Cranford  dismissed 
Jan.  2,  1910 

Mrs.  Mary  Scales  Miller  removed 

Miss  Marion  Speirs  Miller  removed 

Miss  Mary  Scales  Miller  removed 

Cornelius  Miller,  Jr.  removed 
Jan.  22,  1910 

Jas  S.  Moore 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Moore 

Blake  Othniel  Moore 

Julia  May  Moore  (Mrs.  Oscar  Click) 
Sept.  8,  1910  Helen  Bailey 
Sept.  8,  1911  Louise  Lyerly  dismissed 
Sept.  17,  1911  Rosanna  Fleming  (Mrs. 

Swink) 
Sept.  17,  1911 

Beulah  Correll  (Mrs.  W.L.  Lyerly) 

Mary  Ramsay  Hart 
Aug.  6  D.C.  Perrell 
Sept.  17  Mrs.  R.A.  Lyerly 
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Sept.  30  Mrs.  Bessie  MeKinney  Fleming 
May  5,  1912  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Culbertson 

certificate 
Oct.  6  Benjamin  Franklin  Graham 

certificate 
Jan.  19,  1913  Miss  Bertha  Alexander 

dismissed  9-20-1914 
Mar.  16  Clyde  H.  Brown  dismissed 
Apr.  20  W.H.  Wetmore  reunited 
May  4  W.L.  Lyerly 
Oct.  5 

James  Clyde  Wilhelm  certificate 

Ralph  Arrowood  Wilhelm  certificate 

Mary  Ida  Lippard  certificate 
May  3,  1914 

Belle  Moore  (Mrs.  S.E.  Belk)  certificate 

Eva  May  Wetmore  certificate 

Gladys  Foster  dismissed  to  Salisbury 

died 

Margaret  Thompson  (Mrs.  Harold 

Sides) 

Alice  Cranford  dismissed 
May  1,  1915 

Robert  Glenn  Culbertson  certificate 

James  Summers  Moore 

Ralph  Gilmer  Moore 

William  Harrison  Lyerly  dismissed  to 

Salisbury  to  2nd  Church 
May  2 

Bertha  Ella  Deal 

Carl  L.  Deal 

Walter  Bryan  Kluttz 

Jesse  Franklin  Gillean  certificate 

Robert  Council  Cranford  dismissed 

Samuel  Atkins  Hart  certificate 

Charles  A.  Deal 

Mrs.  C.A.  Deal 
Oct.  17,  1915 

John  G.  Fleming  certificate 

Robert  H.  Fleming 

David  Allen  Isenhour  died 

Charles  Harold  Wetmore 

Clarence  Heber  Wetmore 

Jean  E.  Culbertson  dismissed 

Samuel  Houston  Elliott 
Nov.  21  Mrs.  Olsa  Barkley  Lazenby 

dismissed 
May  6,  1916 

John  Steele  Culbertson  dismissed 

Aubry  Foster  dismissed 

Terry  Bernard  Foster 
May  7,  1916 

Ruth  Elliott  (Mrs.  Everest) 

Cora  Belle  Deal 

Mary  Matilda  Deal 
May  6 

Joseph  Arthur  Perrell 

James  Thomas  Lyerly 

Boyce  Stephenson  Moore 

Mertie  Ola  Deal 


Margie  Wetmore  (Mrs.  Walter  Kluttz) 

Gwendolyn  Bailey  (Mrs.  Rob  Fleming) 

Mary  Lloyd  Lee  (Mrs.  Harold 

Wetmore) 

Margaret  Ruth  Hart  certificate 

Mrs.  Annie  Powlas  certificate 
Aug.  19  Gladys  Elizabeth  Correll 

Mrs.  Summers  Moore 

Nellie  Blanche  Kluttz 
Oct.  12,  1918 

Mary  Thompson  (Mrs.  Kyles) 

Helen  Thompson  (Mrs.  Harry  Lyerly) 
Apr.  27,  1919 

Kathleen  MeKinney  (Mrs.  Fred 

Cassady)  dismissed  to  2nd  Church, 

Salisbury 

Maude  MeKinney  dismissed  to  St. 

Johns,  Salisbury 
Aug.  24,  1919 

Ruth  Thompson  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee 

Blanche  Thompson  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee 

Juanita  Correll  (Mrs.  Lester  Hendrix) 

Sterling  Brown 
Sept.  12  Margaret  Adell  Lyerly  (Mrs.  Will 

Thornton) 
Sept.  12 

Nyman  Edward  Lyerly  certificate 

Eubert  C.  Lyerly  certificate 

Hugh  Marcellus  Bailey 

Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Graham  died  1933 

Wilburn  Avery  Nicholson,  Jr.  certificate 

Ralph  Clinton  Lippard  dismissed 

Iva  Moore  Wetmore 

Ruth  Velma  Moore  Wetmore 

Hazel  Gillean  Correll 

Mary  Edith  Correll 

Catharine  Thompson  died  1935 

Lucile  Thompson 

Lelia  MeKinney  Fleming  (Mrs.  Sidney 

Benson) 

Myrtle  Lee  Thomason  dismissed 

Catharine  Fraley 

Radford  Blackwood  Bailey 

William  Spence  Wetmore 

Mary  Elizabeth  Perrell 

Lena  Irene  Perrell  dismissed 

Mrs.  WA.  Nicholson  dismissed 

Talton  Correll 

Walter  Fraley  Shaver 
Sept.  12,  1919 

Hallie  Bell  Shaver 

Maggie  Irene  Shaver 

Mary  Elizabeth  Brown 

Wallace  Kincaid  Bailey 

Marshal  McCulloh  removed  certificate 

Myrtle  Lou  McCulloh  removed 

certificate 

Lorene  Frances  McCulloh  removed 

certificate 
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Nettie  Mav  McCulloh  certificate 
Sept.  13 

Nannie  May  Deal 

Cora  Margaret  Bost 

Helen  Isabella  Bost 

Robert  Keitb  Kluttz 

M.L.  Bost  dismissed  to  Concordia 

Church 
Sept.  14 

Jesse  Franklin  Shaver 

Willie  Arline  Shaver 

Mrs.  Meekie  Thompson  removed 

Mrs.  Sallie  Elizabeth  Rice 

Abe  Archie  dismissed  died  1934 

Mrs.  Fannie  J.  Archie  dismissed  died 

Walter  Faw  Godby  removed 

L.M.  Hart  dead 
Oct.  25 

H.J.  Thompson 

Benjamin  Jack  Thompson  dismissed  to 

Lebanon 
Oct.  26  D.E.  Click 
Oct.  16,  1920  John  C.  Nicholson 

removed 
Oct.  17  Norah  Belle  Parks 

Linda  Lee  Bailev 
May  8,  1921  George  W.  McDaniel 

dismissed 
May  22  Mrs.  Blake  O.  Moore 
Sept.  3,  1921  Ruth  Bost 
Sept.  4 

Sadie  McDaniel 

Zulia  McDaniel 

Robert  Hart  dismissed  to  1st  Church 

Bluefield,  WV.  Mar.  22,  1928 

Talmadge  Nesbit 

James  Thomason 
Mar.  18,  1922  Samuel  Ray  Elliott 
Sept.  10  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dovvell 
Oct.  8  Cornelius  Lyerly 
Nov.  26  Mrs.  H.H.  Cassady  dismissed  by 

certificate 

Fredric  Cassady  dismissed  by  certificate 

Paul  Cassady  dismissed  by  certificate 

Jennie  Cassady  dismissed  by  certificate 

Alma  Cassadv  dismissed  by  certificate 

Apr.  2,  1923' William  Harry  Lyerly  by 

letter  from  Cleveland  Church 
May  11,  1924 

Charles  Thomas  Deal  certificate 

Ray  Watt  Foster 

Jay  Scott  Foster 

Minnie  Valdois  Foster 

Franklin  Correll  dismissed 

Henderson  Fleming 
May  24,  1925  Mrs.  Josephine  Stirewalt 

died 
Oct.  2 

Carl  Holt 

Kenneth  Holt  dismissed 


Georgia  Deal  died 

Lois  Mae  Correll 

Carlyle  Brown 

Lorene  Thomason 

Helen  Troy  Gillean 

Mildred  Click  dismissed 

Melvin  Rice 

Helen  Rice 
May  9,  1926  Sarah  Bailey 
June  13  Clarence  C.  Cole 
Oct.  22,  1927  Ethel  Shaver 
Oct.  23 

Ethel  Brown 

Thomas  H.  Wetmore 

Junius  Fleming 

Raymond  Perrell 

Mrs.  Hester  Click  Moore 
May  27,  1928 

Gilmer  Owens 

Levi  Deal 

Edwin  Wetmore 

Rusell  Lee  Correll 

Ethel  Deal 
May  27,  1928 

Mrs.  E.L.  Bolick 

Leona  Waller 
Sept.  9 

Fred  Bost 

Jason  Bost 
Sept.  9,  1928 

Louise  Dowell  dismissed 

Elizabeth  Click 

Carrie  Dowell 

Estelle  Isenhour 

Elizabeth  Fleming 

Miriam  Lyerly  dismissed 

Nannie  Nesbit 

Elizabeth  Wetmore 

Roberta  Fleming 

Janie  Nesbit 
Sept.  12  Mary  Wetmore  Cole  (Mrs.  Boyce 

Moore) 
May  13,  1929 

Mavis  Kathrine  Powlas  (Mrs.  Lee 

Blackwelder) 

Hazel  Louise  Owens 
May  26 

E.B.  Swink 

Mrs.  E.B.  Swink 
May  11,  1930 

Mr.  N.W.  Barnes 

Miss  Emma  Lippard  dismissed 
Feb.  8,  1931 

Mr.  R.B.  Carson 

Mrs.  R.B.  Carson 

Mr.  C.C.  Williams  dead 

Mrs.  C.C.  Williams 

Lenard  Williams 

Margaret  Williams  (Mrs.  Roland 

Wagner) 
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Paul  Williams 
Feb.  22  Mrs.  Charles  Thomas  Deal 

certificate 
Sept.  21,  1930  Arthur  W.  Watson 
Oct.  12  Virginia  Lyerly 
Sept.  1930 

Hayden  Gillean 

James  Bost 

John  Bost 

Wayne  Nesbit 

Floyd  Powlas 

Hugh  Lee  McKinney  dismissed 

Graham  Bice 

Virginia  Fleming 

Mabel  Dowell  died 

Frances  Elliot 
May  8,  1932 

Margaret  Mclver  Cole 

Eugene  Owens 
Aug.  14  Mrs.  Bosa  Penninger  Brown 
Oct.  14  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Little 
Oct.  15 

Edna  Little 

Edna  Harris  (Mrs.  Gilmer  Owens) 
Oct.  23 

Mrs.  C.L.  Deal 

Mrs.  K.H.  Gillean 

John  Lyerly 

Pauline  Owens 
Oct.  30 

Mr.  C.A.  Furr 

Hobert  Luther  Bost 

Bobert  Franklin  Bost 
May  14,  1933 

William  Douglas  Bailey 

Hilda  Hart  Bailey 

Margaret  Neely  Bailey  dismissed 

Carolyn  Bernice  Brown 
Oct.  15,  1934  Billy  Vernon  Overman 
May  13,  1934  James  Deal 
Aug.  5  William  Thornton 
May  12,  1935 

Margaret  Fleming  McKinney 

Frances  Bebecca  Nesbit 

Nellie  Sue  Moore 

Lois  Mildred  Williams 
Sept.  22  Thomas  L.  Patrick 
Dec.  10  Mrs.  Eubert  Lyerly  dismissed 

Mary  Ellen  Click 

Bebeccah  Mills  Watson 
Dec.  22 

James  William  Erwin 

Hazel  Pendagrass 

Charles  Harold  Wetmore,  Jr. 

Katrina  Elizabeth  Chandler 

Mary  Phoebe  Oplinger 
Dec.  22  Dorothy  Donnell  Bailey 

Carolyn  Jean  Webb 

Margaret  Jean  Hurst 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Erwin 


Lucile  Erwin 

Pauline  Erwin 
May  10,  1936 

Harold  Benjamin  Holt 

Mary  Francis  Holt 

Edgar  Lee  Holt  dismissed 

Charles  Wilburn  Holt 

Bichard  Clyde  Bost 

Julia  Fleming 

Elsie  May  Williams  (Mrs.  Billy  Bloom) 

Eunice  Locke  Click 

Madge  Powlas 

Margaret  Vernell  Fleming 

Dorothy  Mildred  Powlas 

M.L.  Bost 
Dec.  13 

J.  Steele  Culbertson 

J.H.  Jordan 

Mrs.  J.H.  Jordan 
Oct.  11 

Carl  Leonard  Deal,  Jr. 

Dorothy  Virginia  Deal 

Mary  Lou  Moore 
Mar.  30,  1937  Mrs.  Arthur  Perrell 
May  9  Doris  Overman 
Oct.  24 

Mr.  Carl  Brindley 

Mrs.  Carl  Brindley 
July  24,  1938 

Milton  Wetmore 

William  Thomas  Hurst 

Edward  Nesbit 
July  24 

Mary  Elizabeth  Lyerly 

Martha  Grace  Brindley 

Geraldine  Gillean 
Sept.  13 

James  Thomason 

Mrs.  James  Thomason 

Mrs.  A. P.  Sykes 

Glenwood  Sykes 

Pelle  Sykes 

Clarence  Gillean 

Mrs.  Clarence  Gillean 

Elizabeth  Gillean  (Mrs.  Daniel  Boone 

Steelman) 
Apr.  10,  1939  Mrs.  Talmadge  Nesbit 
May  31 

Mr.  S.B.  Segraves 

Mrs.  S.B.  Segraves 
June  1 1  William  Boland  Waggoner 
July  9  Clyde  D.  Bartges 
Oct.  8 

Shirley  Click 

Mrs.  Pauline  Nail  Fleming 
Feb.  11,  1940  Mr.  B.F.  Wetmore 
May  12 

Norma  Jean  Wetmore 

Joan  Brown 

James  Milton  Moore 
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Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger 
June  30 

Ruth  Neil  Click 

Thelma  Rebecca  Powlas 
June  30,  1940 

Claudia  Louise  Fleming 

Sarah  Louise  (Peggy)  Lyerly 

Margaret  Jean  Thornton 
Oct.  13 

Jack  Winthrop  Bailey 

Earl  Smith  Moore 
Dec.  22 

Mrs.  Edith  Lippard 

Mrs.  Ruth  Lyerly 

Mrs.  Loma  Williams 
May  11,  1941 

Christy  Coleman  Williams 

Darwin  Leonard  Correll 
June  8  Mrs.  Russell  Lee  Correll 
June  29  Mrs.  Jason  Bost 
Oct.  12 

Donald  Kluttz  Watson 

Robert  Baxter  Deal 
Dec.  14 

Reed  D.  Koon 

John  Gordan  Koon 
May  16,  1874  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 

Penninger  presented  certificate  from 

Methodist  Church,  she  was  received  as 

a  member  of  Unity. 

Mr.  R.W.  Culbertson  was  received  on 

examination  and  admitted  into 

membership. 
July  19,  1874  —  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Boyd 

presented  and  received  on  certificate  of 

dismission  from  Pleasant  Grove 

Presbyterian  Church  of  S.C. 
Sept.  19,  1874  —  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Lyerly 

presented  certificate  from  Church  of 

Franklin  which  was  accepted. 

Misses  Margaret  P.  Lucas,  Fannie 

Thomas  and  Mary  Thomas  presented 

themselves  asking  for  admission.  After 

their  examination,  they  were  received. 
May  28,  1875  —  Mr.  John  Foster  was 

examined  and  received  as  member. 
May  29  —  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Kluttz,  Mr.  Geo. 

W.  Fowler  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Moore 

presented  themselves  asking  for 

admission  to  church.  The  profession  of 

each  was  satisfactory  and  they  received 

membership. 
Oct.  31,  1875  —  Mr.  W.G.  Watson  made 

application  of  dismission  from  this 

church  for  himself  and  wife  to  join 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Salisbury. 

Request  granted. 
Jan.  16,  1876  —  Mr.  Geo.  R.  McNeil 

presented  a  certificate  of  membership 

and  dismission  from  the  Church  in 


Statesville  to  join  this  church.  He  was 
accepted. 

Apr.  14,  1876  —  Miss  Blanche  Boyd  and 
Miss  Sarah  E.  File  presented  themselves 
asking  admission  to  the  church.  They 
were  examined  and  accepted. 

Sept.  17,  1876  —  Request  was  presented 
from  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Benson  and  wife  for 
certificate  of  dismission  to  join 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Mocksville. 
Granted. 

Mar.  18,  1877  —  Mr.  R.F  Johnston 
presented  certificates  of  dismission 
from  the  Church  of  Mocksville  to  join 
this  church.  He  was  accepted. 

May  4,  1877  —  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Lyerly 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He  was 
accepted. 

Miss  Margaret  E.  Powlass,  Wm.  A. 
Powlass  and  Thomas  Lock  Thompson, 
presented  themselves,  asking  to  unite 
with  Unity.  They  were  examined  and 
accepted. 

May  6,  1877  —  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Ritchie 
presented  certificate  from  Methodist 
Church  and  was  received. 

May  20  —  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Hellard  asked 
for  certificate  of  dismission  to  join 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Granted. 

Oct.  19,  1877  —  Misses  Margaret  A. 
Lippard  and  M.S.  Texanna  Lippard 
were  examined  and  received  into 
membership. 

Miss  Clementine  C.  Correll  was 
restored  to  membership. 

Sat.  morning  —  The  following  persons 
came  before  session  asking  admission 
into  church:  Margaret  Annie 
Thompson,  Julia  Ann  Thompson, 
Elizabeth  Ann  Clampet,  M.S.  Fraley, 
Wm.  R.  Thompson  and  John  H.  Carson. 
After  examination  each  was  received. 

Nov.  17,  1877  —  A  number  of  names 
remain  in  our  church  rolls  of  persons 
who  have  removed  and  ceased  to 
attend.  Resolve  that  the  names  of  Jane 
E.  Wilson,  Rebecca  Swisher,  M.A. 
Lyerly,  Martha  Philips,  W.T  Marlin,  and 
Felix  Benson  be  stricken  from  our  rolls. 

Dec.  16,  1877  —  W.G.  Watson  and  wife, 
Amanda  presented  certificates  of 
dismission  from  church  in  Salisbury. 
They  were  received. 

May  4,  1878  —  Mr.  Jesse  P.  Thomason 
and  Thomas  L.  Gullet  came,  asking 
admission  to  church.  They  were 
examined  and  received. 
Mr.  R.B.  Bailey  presented  certificate  of 
dismission  from  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church,  also  one  for  his  wife  from  the 
Church  of  Franklin.  They  were 
received. 

Oct.  19,  1878  —  Miss  Julia  F.  Lawrence 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Salisbury. 
She  was  received. 

May  10,  1879  —  Miss  Jennie  Thompson 
asked  admission  to  church.  After 
examination  she  was  accepted. 

Sept.  13,  1879  —  The  following  persons 
had  presented  themselves,  asking  for 
admission:  Robert  H.  Foard,  John  Dent, 
Richmond  Beck,  Martin  Jones,  Thomas 
W.  Powlas,  Geo.  F  Powlas,  John  S. 
Whitman,  John  H.  Gillean,  Henry  L. 
Foard,  James  D.  Lawrence,  Clinton  G. 
Lippard,  James  F.  Johnston,  Backstram 
B.  Boyd,  William  C.  Gillean,  Jonas  A. 
Lippard,  Minnie  M.  Watson,  Mary  Alice 
Watson,  Jane  C.  Rex,  Nettie  A.  Hart, 
Mary  J.  Penninger,  M.A.E.  Cordelia 
Ritchie,  Julia  Ann  Murph,  Rachel 
Powlas,  Margaret  C.  Murph,  Lydia  Ann 
Gillean,  Laura  B.  Thompson,  Lydia  A. 
Penninger,  Margaret  E.  Rex  and  Sarah 
L.  Penninger.  The  above  were 
examined  and  accepted. 

Sept.  14  —  Henry  G.  Lippard  and  John 
L.  Carson  came  to  be  examined.  They 
received  full  communion. 
A  member  of  session  presented 
certificate  of  dismission  of  Mrs.  Ellen 
Powlas  from  the  church  of  Pleasant 
Grove,  S.C.  She  was  received  at  Unity. 

Oct.  18,  1879  —  Mrs.  Ann  Plummer  was 
examined  and  received. 

Oct.  26,  1879  —  The  following  persons 
came  before  session  for  examination 
and  privilege  of  full  communion  in  the 
church.  A.  Leroy  Powlas,  Win.  F.  Jones, 
Sarah  Jane  Murph,  Nora  Jane  Fry  and 
Julia  Ann  Jones.  They  were  all 
received. 

John  H.  Carson  made  application  for 
certificate  of  dismission  to  join  church 
of  Third  Creek.  Granted. 

May  21,  1880  —  Wm.  Henry  Penninger 
was  examined  and  received  into  church. 

May  22,  1880  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Thomason  presented  certificate  from 
Methodist  Ghurch  and  was  received 
into  Unity. 

Robt.  H.  Foard  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismission  to  join  the  Church  of 
Franklin.  Granted. 

June  27,  1880  —  Clerk  presented  letter 
from  Rev.  W.A.  Slaymaker  notifying  the 
session  of  his  transferring  one  of  our 
members,  Mr.  W.P.  Nelson,  to  the 


church  of  Newberne,  Ala. 

W.W.  Fraley  made  application  for 

certificate  of  dismission  to  join  church 

of  Third  Creek.  Granted. 

Mrs.  Lucind  Rainy  asked  for  dismission 

to  join  Mt.  Tabor  M.E.  Church. 

Granted. 

Mar.  13,  1881  —  Mr.  E.C.  Nesbit  and1 
wife  S.C.  Nesbit  presented  a  certificate 
of  dismission  from  Franklin  Church. 
They  were  received. 

May  6,  1881  —  Calvin  Kluttz  presented 
certificate  to  dismission  from  German 
Reformed  Church.  He  was  accepted. 

Oct.  9,  1881  —  Wiley  Lyerlle  (sic)  and 
wife  presented  certificate  of  dismission 
from  Lutheran  Church.  They  were 
accepted. 

Oct.  22,  1881  —  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Freeze 
and  Miss  Mary  Luudie  (sic)  Thompson 
came  before  session  desiring  to  be 
received  in  full  communion.  They  were 
received. 

Mar.  12,  1882  —  Mrs.  Ellen  Powlas 
requested  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Presbyterian  Church  at  Statesville. 
Granted. 

Aug.  13,  1882  —  On  motion,  the 

following  was  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Penninger  and  the  clerk  is 
ordered  to  furnish  his  family  with  a 
copy.  We,  the  Session  of  Unity  Church, 
do  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in 
removing  from  our  midst  our  friend  and 
brother  in  the  eldership  Mr.  Nelson 
Penninger.  It  is  with  feelings  of  sadness, 
that  we  record  his  death  as  a  loss  to  our 
body,  to  the  church,  and  to  his  family, 
for  whom  we  would  express  our 
sympathy. 

Oct.  20,  1882  —  Mrs.  Rosa  File 

presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 

the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

She  was  accepted. 

Paschal  S.  Boyd  was  examined  and 

received. 

Dec.  10,  1882  —  Samuel  W  Moore 
applied  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Presbyterian  Church  of  Concord. 
Granted. 

Nov.  13,  1883  —  Rev.  R.W.  Boyd,  Pastor, 
reported  that  at  the  request  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  Menius  and  Miss  Margaret  Ann 
Menius,  wife,  and  invalid  daughter  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Menius,  he  with  elder  J. 
Powlas,  had  visited  the  said  family,  and 
examined  mother  and  daughter,  as  to 
their  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  faith  in 
Him,  these  being  satisfactory,  both  of 
these  persons  —  as,  owing  to  their 
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great  distance  from  any  Presbyterian 
Church  and  the  condition  of  the  health 
of  Miss  Margaret  Ann,  they  could  not 
meet  with  the  Session.  They  were 
accepted  as  members  of  Unity. 

May  11,  1884  —  Mrs.  Sallie  Lippard 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
the  church  of  Third  Creek.  She  was 
accepted. 

May  25,  1884  —  Mrs.  Lydia  White 
applied  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  church  of  Rocky  River.  Granted. 

July  27,  1884  —  Mr.  McNeill  applied  for 
certificates  of  dismission  for  himself  and 
wife.  Granted. 

Aug.  27,  1884  —  As  Mr.  Clampet  had 
been  a  long  time  sick  and  a  great 
sufferer  and  fearing  he  might  not 
recover  and  wishing  to  see  his  children 
baptized.  Session  proceeded  to  examine 
him  and  he  was  accepted  as  member. 

Jan.  10,  1885  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Rice 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Third  Creek.  She  was  received. 

May  8,  1885  —  Mrs.  Maggie  Lippard 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Mooresville. 
Accepted. 

Miss  Mary  Lawrence  Watson  asked  for 
church  membership.  She  was  accepted. 
Miss  Nannie  E.  Gullet  was  received  on 
profession  of  her  faith. 

July  11,  1885  —  Mrs.  Anna  Johnston 
Culbertson  presented  certificate  of 
dismission  from  Third  Creek.  Accepted. 

Sept.  26,  1885  —  Mrs.  L.J.  Mills,  having 
moved  beyond  our  bounds,  asked  for 
certificate  of  dismission.  Granted. 

Nov.  6,  1885  —  Miss  Celeste  Boyd  was 
received  upon  examination. 

Jan.  10,  1886  —  A  request  from  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Morgan  for  a  certificate  of 
dismission  to  join  church  of  Salisbury. 
Granted. 

May  8,  1886  —  Mrs.  Maggie  Lippard  was 
received  on  certificate. 
Geo.  Rice,  came  before  session  asking 
to  be  received  into  full  communion. 
Request  granted. 

Nov.  27,  1886  —  The  following  persons 
came  asking  to  be  received  into  full 
communion:  J.K.  Culbertson,  Joseph  G. 
Lyerly,  James  L.  Watson,  Luther 
Ritchie,  W.  McGruder  Lucas,  Elizabeth 
J.  Carson,  Martha  E.  Ritchie,  Linnie  C. 
Hart  and  Sethell  Boyd.  They  were 
examined  and  accepted. 

Nov.  28,  1886  —  Misses  Emma 

Penninger,  Anna  L.  Penninger  and  J. 
Franklin  Gillean  were  examined  and 
accepted  as  members. 


May  7,  1887  —  Mrs.  Cora  Belle  Powlass 
was  examined  and  accepted. 

Oct.  8,  1887  —  Thomas  W.  Powlas,  a 
member  of  this  church,  having  been 
absent  from  the  state  for  more  than  a 
year,  was  ordered  that  his  name  be 
transferred  to  absent  members. 

Oct.  21,  1887  —  Willie  A.  Benson  asked 
for  admission  to  membership.  Examined 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.C.  Owens  sent  in 
certificate  of  dismission  from  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Salisbury. 
Accepted. 

Mrs.  Sallie  Davis  presented  certificate 
from  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Statesville  and  was  received  into  this 
church. 

Mar.  17,  1888  —  Mrs.  Anna  J. 

Culbertson  sent  a  request  for  certificate 
of  dismission  to  join  Buffalo  Church  in 
Orange  Presbytery.  Granted. 

June  9,  1888  —  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bamer 
(sic)  was  dismissed  to  St.  Luke's  Church 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Plummer  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Sept.  16,  1888  —  At  the  request  of  a 
member  of  session  who  held  a 
communication  from  Rev.  R.W  Boyd, 
asking  for  certificate  of  dismission  from 
this  church  for  the  different  members 
of  his  family,  to  unite  with  the  church 
of  Castania.  Granted. 

Nov.  11,  1888  —  Miss  Eliz  Rhidenhour 
came  asking  for  admission  into  church. 
Examined  and  accepted. 

Jan.  13,  1889  —  Certificate  of  dismission 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.S.  Benson  from  the 
church  of  Third  Creek,  to  Unity 
Church,  were  presented.  They  were 
received. 

Jan.  27,  1889  —  The  clerk  was  ordered 
to  furnish  Mrs.  M.A.  Graber  (sic)  with 
certificate  to  join  Ebenezer  Lutheran 
church. 

May  24,  1889  —  Mrs.  Katharine  L. 
Campbell  presented  certificate  of 
dismission  from  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Rutherfordton.  Accepted. 
Misses  Jennie  Hart  and  Cora  Holt,  came 
asking  to  be  received  into  full 
communion.  Granted. 

June  23,  1889  —  Mrs.  Emma  V.  Swink 
requested  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  some  church  in  Salisbury. 

Nov.  8,  1889  —  Mrs.  Annie  M.  Penninger 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Methodist  Church.  Accepted. 

Apr.  27,  1890  —  Mr.  James  Owens  and 
wife,  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Owens,  were 
received  on  examination  into  full 
communion. 
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Mrs.  Elizabeth  Isenhour,  Sarah  L. 
Isenhour,  Mary  C.  Isenhour  and  Wm.  F. 
Isenhour  presented  certificate  of 
dismission  from  Grace  Reformed 
Church.  Received. 

June  22,  1890  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Fowler  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismission. 

Nov.  8,  1890  —  Miss  Mary  Belle  Holt, 
received  on  examination  into  full 
membership. 

Mar.  21,  1891  —  Application  for 

certificate  of  dismission  was  made  for 
Mr.  W.G.  Watson  and  family  to  unite 
with  Presbyterian  Church  in  Salisbury. 
Granted. 

May  23,  1891  —  A  request  from  Rev. 
I.N.  Campbell  for  certificate  of 
dismission  for  his  wife  and  children 
from  this  church  to  join  the  Patterson 
Creek  Church,  W.V.  was  granted. 

Sept.  13,  1891  —  Miss  Nannie  A.  Benson 
presented  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Accepted. 
The  following  persons  were  examined 
as  to  their  faith  and  were  found 
satisfactory:  Mr.  Wm.  F  Shaver,  Miss 
Maggie  Bell  Shaver,  Mary  C.  Lyerly, 
Nola  M.  Lyerly,  Mary  E.  Benson, 
Cornelia  J.  Benson,  Clara  J.  Felker, 
John  B.  Davis,  Mary  C.  Bailey,  Sarah 
Lizzie  Rice  and  Willie  A.  Davis. 

Oct.  24,  1891  —  A  certificate  of 

dismission  for  Mrs.  Mary  Scales  Miller, 
Mr.  Peter  Scales  Miller,  Miss  Marion 
Spears  Miller,  from  Alamance  Church 
was  presented  and  they  were  received 
into  full  communion.  Also  James 
Edward  and  Mary  Scales  Miller, 
children  of  Rev.  C.  and  Mrs.  Mary  S. 
Miller. 

A  certificate  of  dismission  from 
Thyatira  Church  was  presented  for  Mr. 
John  L.  Graham  and  wife,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Graham  and  they  were 
received  into  communion  with  their 
children,  Willie  Arthur  Adam,  and  Eva 
Ida  Graham. 

Misses  Henrietta  Hobson  and  Anna  Lee 
Lyerly  presented  themselves  asking 
admission  into  church  membership. 
Examined  and  accepted. 

Oct.  25,  1891  —  Miss  Nancy  Delcina 
Humphreys  presented  herself  asking  to 
be  received  into  membership,  she  was 
examined  and  received. 

Nov.  7,  1891  —  A  certificate  from  Back 
Creek  for  Miss  S.  Goodman  was 
presented  and  found  in  order.  She  was 
accepted. 


Our  aged  friend  and  brother  in  the 
Eldership,  Mr.  Edmund  Rice  had  lately 
been  removed  from  us  by  death.  We 
the  session  of  Unity  Church  do  hereby 
express  our  high  appreciation  of  his 
Christian  character.  He  was  a  good  man 
and  the  best  interest  of  our  church  was 
ever  near  his  heart.  He  served  as  an 
officer  in  our  church  for  more  than 
forty  years  and  his  place  was  seldom 
vacant  in  the  house  of  God.  Lately  his 
bent  form  and  tottering  step,  gave 
evidence  of  the  interest  he  felt  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  church  he  loved.  He 
was  decided  in  his  religious  convictions 
and  we  miss  his  presence,  his  counsel, 
and  his  prayers,  but  our  loss,  we 
believe  was  his  gain. 

Feb.  28,  1892  —  A  certificate  of 
dismission  for  Mr.  John  H.A.  Lippard 
from  Third  Creek  and  also  one  for  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Gillian  from  Franklin  Church 
was  presented  and  found  in  order.  They 
were  received. 

Apr.  10,  1892  —  A  request  from  Mr. 
Calvin  Klutz,  a  member  of  this  church 
residing  beyond  our  bounds,  for  a 
certificate  of  dismission  to  join 
Lutheran  Church  was  granted  and 
further  authorized  to  give  a  certificate 
of  dismission  to  Mrs.  Laura  Barrier  if 
called  for. 

Apr.  22,  1892  —  A  certificate  of 
membership  and  dismission  from  the 
Methodist  Church  for  Mrs.  Sarah  Cole 
was  accepted  and  she  was  received  into 
fellowship.  Also,  a  like  certificate  from 
the  Methodist  Church  for  Mrs.  Julia  A. 
Harrison  and  her  daughter,  Miss  Bettie 
Harrison,  and  they  each  were  received. 

Apr.  23,  1892  —  Misses  Jane  A.  Erwin 
and  Martha  Erwin  came  and  were 
received  on  examination  as  members. 

Oct.  2,  1892  —  The  following  came 
before  the  church  and  asked  to  be 
received  into  communion:  Miss  Ellen 
Hart,  Miss  Maggie  C.  Thompson,  and 
Miss  Nettie  Elliott,  Mr.  Jacob  S. 
Graham  and  wife,  Mrs.  Bettie  J. 
Graham,  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Hall,  Samuel  O. 
Hobson,  Willie  C.  Carson,  and  Luther 
C.  Klutz.  After  examination,  they  were 
received  into  fellowship.  Miss  Lou 
Armfield  was  granted  certificate  of 
dismission  to  unite  with  the  church  in 
Salisbury. 

Dec.  11,  1892  —  A  request  from  Rev.  C. 
Miller  for  certificate  of  dismission  for 
Mrs.  Miller  and  their  children  was 


262 


presented  and  granted.  Also  a 
certificate  of  dismission  from  the 
Methodist  Church  for  Mrs.  Lonna  (sic) 
Thomason  was  found  in  order.  She  was 
received  into  fellowship. 

Jan.  8,  1893  —  A  certificate  of  dismission 
for  John  M.  Penninger  from  the 
Methodist  Church  to  join  this  church 
was  presented  and  he  was  received. 

Apr.  7,  1893  —  A  request  for  certificate 
of  dismission  from  this  church  for  Mrs. 
Maggie  Bean  was  presented  and 
granted. 

Apr.  8,  1893  —  A  certificate  of 
dismission  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Taylorsville  for  Samuel  Hart 
and  wife  was  found  in  order  and  they 
were  received. 

May  14,  1893  —  A  request  for  certificate 
of  dismission  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jane 
Dent  to  join  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Concord  was  granted,  she  having  been 
out  of  our  bounds  three  or  four  years. 

Jan.  1,  1894  —  A  certificate  of  dismission 
for  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Lippard  from  the 
Lutheran  Church  was  presented  and 
found  in  order  and  she  was  received. 

Jan.  13,  1894  —  A  request  from  Joseph 
G.  Hall  was  presented  for  a  certificate 
of  dismission  from  this  church  to  unite 
with  the  First  Presbyterian  of 
Galveston,  TX.  Granted. 

May  12,  1894  —  Mr.  Mike  Dickson  came 
before  session  asking  for  instruction  and 
advice  and  is  to  meet  with  session  in 
two  weeks. 

May  27,  1894  —  Mr.  M.B.  Dickson  was 
present  and  still  desiring  to  be 
connected  with  this  church  since 
meeting  with  the  session  two  weeks 
ago.  The  pastor  has  met  with  and 
prayed  with  him.  He  was  received  into 
communion. 

June  10,  1894  —  A  certificate  of 
dismission  for  Mrs.  Minnie  E.  Brown, 
from  the  Church  of  Prospect,  was 
handed  to  session.  It  was  found  in  order 
and  she  was  received. 

Oct.  28,  1894  —  Certificates  of 

dismission  from  Third  Creek  Church 
for  Mr.  John  Wilhelm,  and  his  daughter 
Laura  Ann,  were  found  in  order  and 
they  were  received  into  fellowship,  also 
a  certificate  from  Methodist  Church  for 
James  K.  Graham  found  in  order  and  he 
was  received. 
May  11,  1895  —  The  following  persons 
upon  examination  were  received  into 
communion:  Miss  Elizabeth  Owens, 
Miss  Jessie  M.  Lawrence,  Miss  Grace  E. 


Lawrence,  and  Mr.  Richard  File. 
May  12,  1895  —  James  Wood  Lyerly, 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Bailey  and  Miss  Laura 
Louisa  Lippard  were  received  upon 
examination. 
Aug.  9,  1895  —  Three  young  men.  Robt. 
A.  Webb,  Wm.  F.  Lyerly,  and  Samuel  B. 
Segraves,  came  asking  to  be  received 
into  membership  and  after  examination 
were  received. 
Apr.  18,  1896  —  Mrs.  Nettie  Ann 
Carrigan  asked  for  certificate  of 
dismission  to  join  church  of  Thyatira, 
which  was  granted. 
Apr.  17,  1896  —  Mrs.  Mary  Louise 
Arrowood  and  Miss  Sarah  Cathrine 
Foard  were  received  on  certificate  of 
dismission  from  the  church  of 
Elmwood. 
July  5,  1896  —  The  following  persons 
applied  for  certificate  of  dismission: 
John  Carson  and  Mr.  Willie  C.  Carson, 
to  join  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Dallas,  TX.  Mrs.  Bessie  Propest  to  join 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Statesville, 
and  Mrs.  Anna  Carter  to  join  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Franklin. 
Granted.  Session  also  received 
certificate  of  dismission  from  Fifth 
Creek  Church,  Misses  Annie  Isabel  and 
Sylvia  Louisa  Arrowood,  into 
communion  and  fellowship  in  this 
church. 
Aug.  30,  1896  —  Mrs.  Mollie  Lazenby 
was  received  into  communion  of  this 
church  on  certificate  from  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South. 
Aug.  6,  1896  —  Thomas  Sidney  Brown 
applied  for  membership  and  was 
accepted. 
Oct.  4,  1896  —  Mrs.  Emma  Douglass 
Wetmore  was  received  into 
membership  on  a  certificate  from 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Prospect.  Miss 
Rosa  Wetmore  Bailey  was  received  into 
communion  on  examination. 
Nov.  22,  1896  —  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Thompson 
and  wife,  Mrs.  Frances  Thompson  were 
given  certificates  of  dismission  to  join 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Concord. 
July  18,  1897  —  A  request  from  Miss 
Fannie  Thomas  for  a  certificate  of 
dismission  to  join  the  church  of  Back 
Creek.  Granted. 
Aug.  7,  1898  —  Request  from  Wm.  F. 
Jones  and  his  sister,  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Jones,  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Cherry  Hill,  M.E.  Church  at 
Salisbury. 
Oct.  2,  1898  —  Flinn  Arrowood  was 
examined  and  received. 
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Oct.  3,  1898  —  The  following  persons 
were  received  on  examination  into  full 
membership:  Miss  Josie  Bell  Gillean, 
Miss  Desda  Catharine  Gillean,  Miss 
Emma  Louisa  Lippard,  Miss  Rosa  Nettie 
Brown,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Lyerly. 

Oct.  1,  1899  —  Chalmers  Harlan  Gillean 
and  Walter  Eugene  Lippard  were 
received  on  examination. 

May  5,  1900  —  Clarence  Lyerly  and  Miss 
Mary  Lippard  asked  to  be  received  into 
membership.  They  were  examined  and 
received. 

June  3,  1900  —  Miss  Martha  T.  Irvin 
applied  for  certificate  of  dismission  to 
join  Presbyterian  Church  at  Concord. 
Granted. 

Sept.  29,  1900  —  The  following  persons 
asked  to  be  received  into  full 
membership:  Willie  Calvin  Graham, 
James  Kerr  Holt,  and  Miss  Nola  Black 
Carson.  They  were  examined  and 
received. 

Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Jones  made 
application  for  certificate  of  dismission 
to  join  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Salisbury.  Granted. 

Sept.  20,  1900  —  Misses  Rosa  May  Rice, 
Mary  Bertha  File,  and  Jane  Isabell 
Thomason  were  examined  and 
received. 

Oct.  6,  1901  —  The  following  persons 
asked  to  be  received  into  the  church: 
Samuel  Badger  Lyerly  and  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Graham.  They  were 
examined  and  received. 

Jan.  26,  1902  —  Mrs.  L.  Cranford  from 
Spencer  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Foster  from 
Franklin  presented  certificates  from 
their  churches  and  were  received. 
Certificates  were  granted  to  Mrs.  Julia 
A.  Harrison  and  Miss  Bettie  Harrison  to 
join  M.E.  Church  at  Gays  Chapel. 

Apr.  6,  1902  —  Miss  Fannie  Thomas  was 
received  on  certificate  from  Back  Creek 
Church. 

May  3,  1902  —  C.C.  Dowell  requested  to 
unite  with  the  church.  He  was 
examined  and  received. 

Oct.  5,  1902  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.N. 
Fleming  were  received  on  certificate 
from  Third  Creek  Church. 

May  2,  1903  —  Certificates  were  granted 
to  the  following  persons  to  join 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Hickory:  A. A. 
File,  Ernest  File,  Ora  File  and  Miss 
Bertha  File.  Misses  Marian  Arrowood, 
Mary  Wetmore  and  Jessie  Powlas  came 
asking  to  be  granted  full  membership. 
They  were  examined  and  received. 


May  5,  1903  —  Miss  Mary  Agnes  Lyerly 

was  examined  and  received. 
July  5,  1903  —  Mr.  Caleb  Penninger  and 

his  wife,  Sarah,  were  granted 

certificates  to  Presbyterian  Church  at 

Cooleemee. 
Sept.  19,  1903  —  Robert  Arrowood  and 

William  Ramsey  Culbertson  came 

before  session  asking  to  be  admitted  to 

full  membership.  They  were  accepted. 
Sept.  2,  1903  —  The  following  were 

examined  and  accepted  into 

membership:  William  Luther  Rice, 

Jimmie  Graham,  Clarence  McLeod 

Gillean  and  Nathan  Neely  Fleming. 
Sept.  16,  1903  —  Frank  Correll  was 

examined  and  received  into  full 

membership. 
Oct.  29,  1904  —  The  following  young 

people  came  asking  for  acceptance  into 

full  membership.  Misses  Lola 

Thompson,  Elizabeth  Kincaid,  Irene 

Lippard,  Mary  Fleming,  Marvin 

Lazenby,  Walter  Thompson,  Bingham 

Brown  and  Preston  Lyerly.  They  were 

examined  and  accepted. 
Jan.  14,  1906  —  After  satisfactory 

examination  the  following  persons  were 

received  into  full  communion:  Oscar 

Nesbit,  Claude  Harrison  and  Clifton 

Lazenby. 

Irene  Thompson  was  received  by  letter 

from  Woodleaf  M.E.C.S. 
Jan.  28,  1906  —  T.L.  Thompson  and  wife 

Jennie  were  received  by  certificate 

from  Cooleemee  Church. 
Feb.  25,  1906  —  Rosa  W  Bailey  was 

dismissed  to  M.E.C.A.  at  High  Point, 

N.C. 
Apr.  8,  1906  —  Certificate  of  dismission 

was  granted  to  Mrs.  Sadie  Kenerly  to 

join  M.E.C.  S.  at  Woodleaf. 
May  12,  1906  —  Miss  Jessie  L.  Graham 

requested  admission  to  the  church. 

Examined  and  accepted. 
May  1906  —  The  following  persons  were 

examined  and  accepted:  Walter  Owens, 

Misses  Grace  Lippard  and  Janie  Lee 

Hart. 
Nov.  12,  1906  —  Miss  Lulia  (sic)  Richie 

was  received  from  Salisbury  M.E. 

Church. 
Mar.  24,  1907  —  J.H.  Rice  and  E.  Foster 

were  received  from  Episcopal  Church. 
May  5,  1907  —  Margaret  Fleming  and 

John  Quincy  Adams  Powlas  were 

examined  and  received. 
Nov.  13,  1907  —  Mrs.  Emma  Wetmore 

was  dismissed  to  Tabor  Presbyterian 

Church. 
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Dec.  1,  1907  —  Mrs.  Rosa  Harrison  was 
dismissed  to  1st  Church  of  Salisbury. 

Dec.  15,  1907  —  Mrs.  Julia  Gilbert  with 
her  children,  Harold  C,  Clara  L.,  John 
Jay  and  Miss  Edith  Gilbert  were 
received  by  certificate  from  Elkin 
Church. 

May  3,  1908  —  Mrs.  Virgie  (sic)  R. 
Lverlv  received  on  certificate  from 
Woodleaf  M.E.  Church. 
Mrs.  Tom  Lyerly,  Lottie  Shaver,  Alma 
Kluttz  and  Marion  Lyerly  were  received 
into  full  communion. 

June  7,  1908  —  William  Carson  and  wife 
and  Miss  Blanch  Carson  were  dismissed 
to  unite  with  Cleveland  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Aug.  16,  1908  —  John  H.  Lippard  was 
received  into  full  communion. 

Aug.  30,  1908  —  J.D.  Fink  and  wife 
were  dismissed  to  Lebanon  Lutheran. 

Nov.  1,  1908  —  Richard  Culbertson  was 
received  into  full  communion. 

Dec.  6,  1908  —  William  Penninger,  Mrs. 
Clara  Ritchie  and  Miss  Delia  Ritchie 
were  dismissed  to  Cooleemee 
Presbvterian  Church. 

Apr.  4,  1909  —  H.P.  Crawford,  Mrs.  H.P 
Crawford,  Bulah  E.  Crawford  and 
Frankie  Lee  Crawford  were  received 
by  certificate  from  Woodleaf  M.E. 
Church. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Lee  Graham  Shaver  was 
dismissed  to  A.R.P  Church  in 
Charlotte. 

July  4,  1909  —  Mr.  C.  Lyerly  was 
dismissed  to  the  church  at  Spencer. 

Jan.  2,  1910  —  Certificate  of  the 

following  persons  were  received  from 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Dallas:  Mrs. 
Mary  Scales  Miller,  Miss  Marian  Spears 
Miller,  Miss  Mary  Scales  Miller  and  Mr. 
Cornelius  Miller,  Jr. 

Jan.  3,  1910  —  The  following  persons 
were  received  on  certificates  from  Back 
Creek  Church:  Mr.  J.S.  Moore,  Mrs.  J.S. 
Moore,  Miss  Mae  Moore,  and  Blake 
Moore. 

June  18,  1910  —  A  certificate  of 
dismissal  to  Salem  Lutheran  Church 
was  granted  to  Nannie  Eliot,  wife  of 
White  Elliot. 

Sept.  8,  1910  —  The  following  came 
asking  to  be  accepted  into  full 
communion:  Misses  Helen  Bailey, 
Louise  Lyerly,  and  Rosanna  Fleming. 
They  were  examined  and  accepted. 

Jan.  17,  1911  —  Floyd  Lippard  and 
Walter  Lippard  requested  to  be 
dismissed  to  First  Church  of  Statesville, 


N.C.  Granted. 

Mrs.  Mary  Scales  Miller,  Misses  Marian 

Spears  Miller,  Mary  Scales  Miller  and 

Mr.  Cornelius  Miller,  Jr.  were  granted 

certificate  of  dismission. 
Mar.  5,  1911  —  Mrs.  Mary  Web 

requested  to  be  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee  Presbyterian  Church  and 

Miss  Mamie  Lippard  to  the  Second 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Charlotte. 

Granted. 
July  16,  1911  —  Miss  Mamie  Lippard,  to 

which  a  certificate  of  dismission  had 

been  granted,  stated  she  wished  her 

name  to  be  continued  on  Unitv's  roll. 
Aug.'6,  1911  —  D.C.  Perrell  was 

examined  and  received  into  full 

communion. 
Sept.  17,  1911  —  Beulah  Correll  was 

examined  and  accepted.  Mary  Ramsay 

Hart  was  examined  and  admitted. 

Mrs.  R.A.  Lyerly  was  received  by  letter 

from  Cooleemee  Presbyterian  Church. 
Sept.  30,  1911  —  Mrs.  Bessie  McKinney 

Fleming  was  examined  and  accepted. 
Oct.  15,  1911  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.E.  (sic) 

Lyerly  were  dismissed  to  Lenoir 

Presbyterian  Church. 
Apr.  21,  1912  —  Miss  Emma  Lippard  was 

dismissed  to  First  Presbyterian  of 

Gastonia. 
May  5,  1912  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Culbertson  was  received  upon 

certificate  from  Buffalo  Presbyterian 

Church,  Guilford  Co.,  N.C. 
Aug.  4,  1912  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.B. 

Seagraves  were  granted  letter  of 

dismission  to  Cooleemee  Presbyterian 

Church. 
Oct.  6,  1912  —  Benjamin  Franklin 

Graham  was  examined  and  received. 
Nov.  3,  1912  —  Mr.  E.D.  File  was 

dismissed  to  First  Presbyterian  Church 

of  Alexandria,  VA. 
Dec.  15,  1912  —  Mrs.  Bessie  Brown 

Thompson  was  dismissed  to  Lenoir 

Presbyterian  Church,  Lenoir,  N.C. 
Jan.  19,  1913  —  Miss  Bertha  Alexander 

was  admitted  to  the  sealing  ordinance 

of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Feb.  2,  1913  —  C.C.  Dowell  was 

dismissed  to  First  Presbyterian  Church 

of  Salisbury. 
Mar.  16,  1913  —  Clyde  Brown  was 

admitted  to  sealing  ordinance  of  the 

Lord's  Supper. 
Apr.  20,  1913  —  W.H.  Wetmore  from  St. 

George's  Episcopal  Church,  and 

formerly  of  this  church,  was  reunited 

with  this  church. 
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May  4,  1913  —  Walter  Lyerly  was 
examined  and  accepted. 
Walter  Lippard  was  received  by 
certificate  from  1st  church  of  Dallas, 
TX. 
May  18,  1913  —  Mrs.  Eulala  Kenerly  was 
dismissed  to  Woodleaf  Methodist 
Church,  Rowan  Co.,  N.C. 
Aug.  17,  1913  —  Miss  Bertha  File  was 
dismissed  to  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Alexandria,  VA. 
Oct.  5,  1913  —  James  Clyde  Wilhelm, 
Ralph  Arrowood  Wilhelm  and  Mary  Ida 
Lippard  were  received  into  full 
communion. 
Dec.  21,  1913  —  Mr.  T.L.  Thompson,  his 
wife  Mary  J.  Thompson,  and  their  son 
Walter  requested  letters  of  dismission 
to  the  Cooleemee  Presbyterian  Church. 
May  3,  1914  —  Belle  Moore,  Eva  May 
Wetmore,  Margaret  Thompson  and 
Gladys  Foster  were  admitted  to  the 
sealing  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Alice  Cranford  after  examination  was 
admitted  to  sealing  ordinance  of  Lord's 
Supper. 
June  7,  1914  —  J.C.  Harrison  and  wife 
Irene  requested  letters  of  dismission  to 
join  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lenoir, 
N.C. 
Sept.  20,  1914  —  Miss  Bertha  May 
Alexander  requested  letter  of  discussion 
to  join  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Salisbury.  Granted. 
May  1,  1915  —  Robert  Glenn 

Culbertson,  James  Summers  Moore, 
Ralph  Gilmer  Moore,  and  William 
Harrison  Lyerly  were  examined  and 
accepted. 
May  2,  1915  —  Miss  Bertha  Ella  Deal, 
Carl  L.  Deal,  Walter  Bryan  Kluttz  and 
Jesse  Franklin  Gillian  were  upon 
profession  of  faith  admitted  to  the 
sealing  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Robert  Council  Cranford  and  Samuel 
Atkins  Hart  were  examined  and 
admitted. 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Deal  and  wife  were 
received  by  certificate. 
Oct.  17,  1915  —  David  Allen  Isenhour, 
John  Giles  Fleming,  Robert  Hall 
Fleming,  Clarence  Heber  Wetmore, 
Charles  Harold  Wetmore  and  Jean  E. 
Culbertson  were  examined  and 
admitted  to  the  sealing  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

Samuel  Houston  Elliott,  after 
examination  was  admitted. 
Clarence  Gillean  was  dismissed  to  the 
Elmwood  Church. 


Nov.  21,  1915  —  Mrs.  Ola  Barkley 
Lazenby  was  received  by  certificate. 

May  6,  1916  —  John  Steele  Culbertson, 
Aubrey  Edward  Foster  and  Terry 
Bernard  upon  examination  were 
accepted. 

May  7,  1916  —  Cora  Belle  Deal  and 
Mary  Matilda  Deal  were  accepted  by 
profession  of  faith. 

June  18,  1918  —  Miss  Hattie  S. 
Goodman  was  granted  letter  of 
dismission  to  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Mooresville,  N.C. 

Sept.  1-6,  1916  —  A.  Lyerly  and  Ruth 
Elliott  upon  profession  of  faith,  and 
Mrs.  Nannie  Hart  by  certificate  from 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brinkley, 
Ark.  were  admitted. 
G.D.  Foster  was  received  into 
membership. 

Geo.  H.  Bailey  was  received  by  letter 
from  Raleigh,  N.C.  Church. 
Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Bailey  was  received  by 
letter  from  Washington,  D.C.  Church. 
Carrie  Elliott  was  received  by  letter 
from  M.E.C.S.  of  Woodleaf,  N.C. 

Dec.  8,  1916  —  Miss  Mary  Lippard  was 
dismissed  to  First  Presbyterian  of 
Winston  Salem. 

May  6,  1917  —  Mrs.  Annie  Powlas  was 
received  by  letter  from  Crescent 
Reformed  Church,  Crescent,  N.C. 
James  Thomas  Lyerly,  Boyce 
Stephenson  Moore,  Mertie  Ola  Deal, 
Margie  Wetmore,  Gwendolyn  Bailey, 
Mary  Lloyd  Lee  were  admitted  by 
proof  of  faith. 
Joseph  Arthur  Perrell  and  Margaret 

Ruth  H were  admitted  by  faith  and 

baptism. 

July  15,  1917  —  Miss  Eva  May  Wetmore 
was  granted  letter  of  dismission  to  St. 
George's  Episcopal  Church  of 
Woodleaf,  N.C. 

Aug.  19,  1917  —  Gladys  Elizabeth 

Correll  and  Nellie  Blanche  Kluttz  were 
admitted  by  confession  of  faith. 

May  4,  1918  —  J.G.  Lyerly,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Lyerly,  Marion  G.  Lyerly,  Lydia  Louise 
Lyerly,  and  William  Harry  Lyerly  were 
dismissed  by  certificate  to  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Cleveland,  N.C. 
Clarence  M.  Gillian  was  received  by 
certificate  from  Elmwood  Presbyterian 
Church. 

May  5,  1918  —  Thelma  Gillean,  Kenneth 
Gillean  and  Jackson  Lippard  professed 
their  faith  and  were  accepted. 

July  14,  1918  —  C.H.  Brown  was 
dismissed  to  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Bryson  City,  N.C. 


266 


Sept.  4,  1918  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.L. 
Foster,  Miss  Gladys  Foster  and  Masters 
Aubrey  and  Bernard  Foster  were 
dismissed  to  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Salisbury,  N.C. 

Oct.  12,  1918  —  Mary  Thompson  and 
Helen  Thompson  were  examined  and 
accepted. 

Mar.  23,  1919  —  W.C.  Lazenby  and  wife 
Ola  were  dismissed  to  the  Associate 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Kannapolis,  N.C. 

Apr.  27,  1919  —  Kathleen  McKinney  and 
Maud  McKinney  made  profession  of 
faith  and  were  accepted. 
Miss  Beulah,  Mrs.  L.C.  Cranford,  Miss 
Frankie  Cranford,  Miss  Alice  Cranford 
and  Mr.  Council  Cranford  were 
dismissed  to  Mt.  Olive  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mt.  Olive,  N.C. 

Aug.  10,  1919  —  CD.  Foster  is 
dismissed  to  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Salisbury,  N.C. 

Aug.  24,  1919  —  Ruth  Thompson, 

Blanche  Thompson,  Juanita  Correll  and 
Sterling  Brown  made  profession  of  faith 
and  admitted. 

Sept.  12,  1919  —  Margaret  Adell  Lyerly, 
Nyman  Edward  Lyerly,  Hubert  C. 
Lyerly,  Hugh  Marcellus  Bailey,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Graham,  Wilburn  Avery 
Nicholson,  Ralph  Clinton  Lippard,  Iva 
Moore,  Ruth  Velma  Moore,  Hazel 
Gillian  Correll,  Mary  Edith  Correll, 
Catherine  Thompson,  Lucile 
Thompson,  Lelia  McKinney  Fleming, 
Myrtle  Lee  Thompson,  Catherine 
Fraley,  Radford  Blackwood  Bailey  and 
William  Spence  Wetmore  professed 
their  faith  and  were  received. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Perrell  and  Lena  Irene 
Perrell  upon  their  profession  were 
received. 

Mrs.  W.A.  Nicholson  was  reinstated 
from  Maxton  Pres.  Church  of  Maxton, 
N.C. 

Sept.  12,  1919  —  Talton  Correll,  Walter 
Fraley  Shaver,  Hallie  Bell  Shaver, 
Maggie  Irene  Shaver,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Brown,  and  Wallace  Kincaid  Bailey 
upon  profession  were  admitted. 
Marshal  G.  McCulloh,  Myrtle  Lou 
McColloh,  Lorene  Frances  McCulloh 
and  Nettie  May  McCulloh  upon 
profession  were  received. 

Sept.  13,  1919  —  Nannie  May  Deal, 
Cora  Margaret  Bost,  Helen  Isabella  Bost 
and  Robt.  Keith  Kluttz  upon  profession 
were  admitted. 

Mr.  M.L.  Bost  was  received  from  St. 
Enoch  E.L.  church  by  letter. 


Sept.  14,  1919  —  Jesse  Franklin  Shaver 

and  Willie  Arline  Shaver  upon 

profession  were  accepted. 

Mrs.  Meekie  Thompson  was  received 

by  reinstatement  from  Woodleaf  M.E. 

Church  South. 

Mrs.  Sallie  Elizabeth  Rice  was  received 

by  reinstatement  from  St.  George's 

Episcopal  Church  of  Woodleaf. 
Sept.  14,  1919  —  Mr.  Abe  Archie,  Mrs. 

Fannie  J.  Archie,  Walter  Faw  Godby 

and  L.M.  Hart  were  admitted. 
Oct.  25,  1919  —  H.J.  Thompson  and 

Benjamin  Jack  Thompson  were 

admitted. 
Oct.  26,  1919  —  D.E.  Click  was  received 

by  letter  from  Woodleaf  M.E.  CH. 
July  11,  1920  —  Mrs.  B.A.  Sompson  was 

granted  certificate  to  M.E.  Church  of 

Woodleaf. 
Oct.  16,  1920  —  Jno.  C.  Nicholson  upon 

profession  was  admitted. 
Oct.  17,  1920  —  Linda  Lee  Bailey  and 

Norah  Belle  Parks  made  profession  and 

were  admitted. 
Oct.  23,  1920  —  Clarence  M.  Gillean 

was  dismissed  to  Elmwood  Pres. 

Church  of  Elmwood,  N.C. 
Feb.  26,  1921  —  Jno.  G.  Fleming  was 

dismissed  to  Pres.  Church  of  Pinetops, 

N.C. 
May  8,  1921  —  Geo.  W.  McDaniel  was 

received  by  letter  from  First  Pres. 

Church  of  Newsport  News,  VA. 
May  22,  1921  —  Mrs.  Jesse  H.  Thompson 

and  daughters  Ruth  and  Blanche  were 

dismissed  to  Cooleemee  Pres.  Church. 

Mrs.  Blake  O.  Moore  was  received  on 

certificate  from  Cooleemee  Methodist 

Church. 
Sept.  3,  1921  —  Ruth  Bost  made 

profession  and  was  received. 
Sept.  4,  1921  —  Sadie  McDaniel,  Zulia 

McDaniel  and  Robt.  Hart  were 

examined,  and  accepted. 

Talmadge  Nesbit  and  James  Thomason 

made  profession  and  were  received. 
Sept.  11,  1921  —  Mrs.  W.A.  Nicholson 

and  sons  W.A.  Nicholson,  Jr.  and  Jno.  C. 

Nicholson  were  dismissed  to 

Cooleemee  Pres.  Church. 
Dec.  4,  1921  —  J.L.  Graham  was 

dismissed  to  Cleveland  Pres.  Church. 
Feb.  19,  1922  —  Clyde  Wilhelm  was 

dismissed  to  Albemarle  Pres.  Church, 

Albemarle,  N.C. 
Mar.  18,  1922  —  Samuel  Ray  Elliott 

made  satisfactory  profession  and  was 

accepted. 
Apr.  30,  1922  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.L. 

Foster  and  children,  Miss  Gladys  Foster, 
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Aubrey  Foster  and  Bernard  Foster  were 
received  by  letter  from  First  Pres. 
Church  of  Salisbury. 

May  29,  1922  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abe 
Archie  were  dismissed  to  Cooleemee 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Sept.  10,  1922  —  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dowell  was 
received  from  Cooleemee  Pres. 
Church. 

Nov.  26,  1922  —  The  session  received 
upon  statement  of  Rev.  H.H.  Cassady, 
Mrs.  Cassady  and  their  children, 
Frederic,  Paul,  Jennie  and  Alma,  into 
membership  of  Unity. 

Apr.  2,  1923  —  William  Harry  Lyerly  was 
received  by  letter  from  Pres.  Church  of 
Cleveland. 

Nov.  31,  1923  —  Letter  of  dismissal  was 

granted  to  W. Davis,  now  of  Little 

Rock,  Ark.,  to  unite  with  First  Pres. 
Church  there. 

Mar.  30,  1924  —  A  letter  of  dismission 
was  granted  to  R.  Glenn  Culbertson  to 
unite  with  1st  Pres.  Church  of  Roanoke, 
VA. 

May  10,  1924  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  Joe  Myers  to  unite  with 
St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  of  Salisbury. 
A  letter  of  dismissal  was  granted  to  Mrs. 
E.L.  Bolick  to  unite  with  Lebenon 
Lutheran  Church. 

May  11,  1924  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  Geo.  Andrew  (Cora 
Deal)  to  unite  with  Bayless  Memorial 
Pres.  Church,  Concord,  N.C. 
The  following  were  received  upon 
profession:  Charles  Thomas  Deal,  Ray 
Watt  Foster,  Jay  Scott  Foster,  Mammie 
Valdois  Foster,  Franklin  Correll  and 
Henderson  Fleming. 

Oct.  19,  1924  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  J.  Frank  Gillean  to  unite 
with  Bethel  Lutheran  Church. 

Mar.  15,  1925  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  A.B.  Sain,  formerly 
Mrs.  Irene  Barkely,  to  unite  with  M.E. 
Church,  Cooleemee. 
A  letter  of  dismissal  was  granted  to  Mrs. 
C.P.  Webb,  formerly  Miss  Carrie  Eliot, 
to  unite  with  Pres.  Church  of 
MacClesfield,  N.C. 

Mar.  29,  1925  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Marshall  G.  McCulloh  and 
his  children,  Mertie  Lou,  Nettie  May 
and  Lorene  Frances,  to  unite  with  M.E. 
Church,  Woodleaf. 

May  9,  1925  —  A  letter  was  granted  to 
Mrs.  Joe  Myers  to  unite  with  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church  of  Salisbury. 

May  11,  1925  —  A  letter  was  granted  to 


Mrs.  E.L.  Bolick  to  unite  with  Lebanon 
Lutheran  Church. 

May  17,  1925  —  M.G.  Lyerly  was 

received  by  letter  from  Willow  Springs 
Pres.  Church. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fleming  Cole  was  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal  to  Gulf  Pres.  Church. 

May  24,  1925  —  Mrs.  Josephine 
Stirewalt  was  received  into  Unity  by 
letter  from  Second  Church  of  Salisbury. 

Oct.  2,  1925  —  The  following  people 
were  received  into  the  church 
following  their  profession:  Kerr  Holt, 
Kenneth  Holt,  Georgia  Deal,  Lois 
Correll,  Carlyle  Brown,  Lorene 
Thomason,  Helen  Troy  Gillean,  Mildred 
Click,  Melvin  Rice  and  Helen  Rice. 
Georgia  Deal  died  in  1932. 

Apr.  11,  1926  —  M.L.  Bost  was  granted 
letter  of  dismissal  to  Concordia 
Lutheran  Church. 

Apr.  18,  1926  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  L.H.  Culbertson  to  First 
Pres.  Church  of  Salisbury. 

May  9,  1926  —  Sarah  Bailey  was 
received  on  profession. 

June  13,  1926  —  The  letter  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Fleming  Cole  given  May  17,  1925  was 
received  back,  not  having  been 
presented  to  the  Pres.  Church  of  Gulf, 
N.C.,  together  with  that  of  her 
husband,  Clarence  C.  Cole,  from  the 
above  church. 

Sept.  12,  1926  —  A  request  for  a  letter 

of  dismissal  from  Unity  to  W 

Church,  Charlotte,  N.C.  by  Mrs.  Fred 
Cassady,  formerly  Miss  Kathleen 
McKinny,  which  was  granted. 

Sept.  19,  1926  —  A  request  for  a  letter 
of  dismissal  from  Unity  to  Liberty  M.E. 
Church  by  Mrs.  Ada  Carter,  formerly 
Miss  Ada  Deal.  Granted. 

July  31,  1927  —  Benjamin  Jack 
Thompson  was  granted  letter  of 
dismissal  to  Lebanon  Church. 

Oct.  22,  1927  —  Ethel  Shaver  appeared, 
was  examined  as  to  her  faith,  and 
received  into  membership. 

Oct.  23,  1927  —  The  following  persons 
appeared  before  session  and  after  a 
satisfactory  examination  were  received: 
Sarah  Bailey,  Ethel  Brown,  Thomas  H. 
Wetmore,  and  Junius  Fleming. 
Mrs.  Hester  Click  was  received  by 
letter  from  M.E.  Church  South  at 
Woodleaf. 

Mar.  22,  1928  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Robert  Hart  to  the  First 
Pres.  Church  of  Bluefield,  W.V. 

May  27,  1928  —  The  following  persons 
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appeared  before  session  and  after 

satisfactory  examination  were  accepted: 

Gilmer  Owen,  Levi  Deal,  Edwin 

Wetmore,  Russel  Lee  Correll  and  Ethel 

Deal. 

Mrs.  E.L.  Bolick  was  received  by  letter 

from  Lebanon  Church. 

Geo.  McDaniel  and  wife  were  granted 

letter  of  dismissal  to  the  Christian 

Church. 

July  15,  1928  —  S.A.  Hart  was  granted 
letter  of  dismissal  to  First  Pres.  Church, 
Roanoke,  VA. 

Sept.  9,  1928  —  The  following  persons 
appeared  before  session  and  after  a 
satisfactory  examination  were  received: 
Fred  Bost,  Jason  Bost,  Leona  Waller, 
Louise  Dowell,  Elizabeth  Click,  Carrie 
Dowell,  Estelle  Isenhour,  Elizabeth 
Fleming  and  Miriam  Lyerly. 

Sept.  9,  1928  —  The  following  persons 
appeared  before  session  and  after 
examination  were  received:  Nannie 
Nesbit,  Elizabeth  Wetmore,  Roberta 
Fleming  and  Janie  Nesbit. 

Sept.  12,  1928  —  Mary  Wetmore  Cole 
was  examined  and  received  into 
fellowship. 

Dec.  9,  1928  —  Mrs.  Margaret  Hart 
Moose  was  granted  letter  of  dismissal  to 
St.  John's  Church,  Salisbury. 

May  12,  1929  —  There  came  before  the 
session,  Mavis  Katherine  Powlas  and 
Hazel  Louise  Owens,  who  after  a 
satisfactory  examination  were  received. 

May  26,  1929  —  A  letter  of  dismissal 
from  West  Ave.  Pres.  Church, 
Charlotte,  N.C.  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.B. 
Swink.  Thev  were  received. 

April  26,  1930  —  Mrs.  Maud  McKinny 
Fisher  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal 
to  St.  John's  E.L.  Church  of  Salisbury. 

May  11,  1930  —  A  letter  of  dismissal 
from  the  First  Pres.  Church  of 
Charlotte  to  Miss  Emma  Lippard  to 
unite  with  Unity  was  received. 

May  11,  1930  —  A  letter  from  the 
Spencer  Baptist  Church  was  presented 
by  N.V.  Barnes,  which  was  accepted. 

Sept. ,  1930  —  The  following  young 

people  came  before  the  session  and 
after  a  satisfactory  examination  were 
received: 

Hayden  Gillean,  James  Bost,  John  Bost, 
Wayne  Nesbit,  Lloyd  Powlas,  Hugh  Lee 
McKinney,  Graham  Rice,  Virginia 
Fleming,  Mable  Dowell  and  Frances 
Elliot. 

Feb.  8,  1931  —  Mr.  R.B.  Carson  was 
received  by  letter  from  the  North 


Winston  Baptist  Church  and  Mr.  R.B. 

Carson  from  the  Cleveland  Pres. 

Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  CO  Williams  and  their 

children  Lenard,  Margaret  and  William, 

were  received  by  letter  from  the  Triplet 

M.E.  Church. 
May  8,  1932  —  Margaret  Mclver  Cole 

and  Eugene  Owens  were  examined  and 

admitted. 
Aug.  14,  1932  —  Mrs.  Rosa  Penninger 

Brown  was  received  by  letter  from  the 

Pres.  Church  of  Cooleemee. 
Oct.  14,  1932  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 

Little  were  examined  and  accepted. 
Oct.  15,  1932  —  Misses  Edna  Little  and 

Edna  Harris  (sic)  were  examined  and 

admitted. 
Oct.  23,  1932  —  Mrs.  C.L.  Deal  was 

received  by  letter  from  M.E.  Church, 

South  Davis  Circuit. 

Mrs.  K.H.  Gillean  was  received  by 

letter  from  the  Fork  Baptist  Church  of 

South  Yadkin  Assoc. 

John  Lyerly  and  Pauline  Owens  were 

received  after  a  satisfactory 

examination. 
Oct.  30,  1932  —  C.A.  Fin  (sic)  was 

received  by  letter  from  First  Pres. 

Church  of  Charleston,  S.C. 

Hobert  Luther  Bost  and  Robt.  Franklin 

Bost  were  received  after  a  satisfactory 

examination. 
May  14,  1933  —  The  following  came  and 

made  a  satisfactory  profession:  Wm. 

Douglas  Bailey,  Hilda  Hart  Bailey, 

Margaret  Neely  Bailey  and  Carolyn 

Bernice  Brown. 

Miss  Emma  Lippard  was  given  letter  to 

unite  with  First  Pres.  Church  of 

Charlotte. 

James  Thomason  was  given  letter  to 

unite  with  First  Pres.  Church  of 

Kannapolis. 
Oct.  15,  1933  —  Billy  Vernon  Overman 

was  examined  and  received  into  the 

church. 
Dec.  24,  1933  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 

Deal  requested  a  letter  to  unite  with  St. 

Pauls  Lutheran  Church.  Granted. 
May  13,  1934  —  James  Deal  was 

examined  and  received. 
June  3,  1934  —  J.  Steele  Culbertson  was 

given  letter  to  unite  with  Pres.  Church 

of  the  Covenant  at  Greensboro. 

Kenneth  Holt  was  given  a  church  letter. 
Aug.  5,  1934  —  William  Thornton  was 

examined  by  Rev.  J.L.  Parks  and 

received. 
Nov.  25,  1934  —  Mertie  Deal  Wilhelm 
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was  granted  letter  to  unite  with  St. 
Paul's  Lutheran  Church. 

May  12,  1935  —  The  following  came 
before  session:  Margaret  Fleming 
McKinney,  Frances  Rebecca  Nesbit, 
Nellie  Sue  Moore  and  Lois  Mildred 
Williams.  After  a  satisfactory 
examination  they  were  received  into 
church. 

June  16,  1935  —  A  letter  was  granted  to 
Mrs.  John  E.  Caldwell,  formerly  Jean 
Culbertson,  to  unite  with  First  Pres. 
Church  of  Spartanburg,  S.C. 

Sept.  22,  1935  —  Thomas  Patrick  was 
received  from  Pollocksville  Pres. 
Church,  Pollocksville,  N.C.  by  letter. 

Nov.  24,  1935  —  Mrs.  Sam  Belk, 
formerly  Miss  Belle  Moore,  was  granted 
letter  to  unite  with  Elon  Church  at 
Madison  Heights,  Va. 

Dec.  10,  1935  —  Mrs.  Eubert  Lyerly, 
Mary  Ellen  Click  and  Rebecca  Mills 
Watson  were  examined  by  Dr.  Logan 
and  accepted. 

Dec.  22,  1935  —  The  following  came  and 
made  profession  of  faith:  James  William 
Erwin,  Hazel  Floreine  Pendergrass, 
Charles  Harold  Wetmore,  Jr.,  Katrina 
Elizabeth  Chandler,  Mary  Oplinger, 
Dorothy  Donnell  Bailey,  Carolyn  Jean 
Webb  and  Margaret  Jean  Hurst.  They 
were  examined  and  accepted. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Erwin,  Lucille 
Erwin  and  Pauline  Erwin  were  received 
on  restatement. 

May  10,  1936  —  The  following  came 
before  session:  Harold  Benjamin  Holt, 
Mary  Francis  Holt,  Edgar  Lee  Holt, 
Charles  Wilbur  Holt,  Richard  Clyde 
Bost,  Julia  Fleming,  Elsie  May  Williams, 
Eunice  Locke  Click,  Madge  Powlas, 
Margaret  Fleming,  and  Dorothy 
Mildred  Powlas.  After  a  brief 
examination,  they  were  accepted. 
Nyman  Lyerly  was  dismissed  to  unite 
with  Mooresville  Church. 
M.L.  Bost  was  received  by  letter  from 
Lebanon  Lutheran  Church. 

Oct.  11,  1936  —  Carl  Leonard  Deal,  Jr., 
Dorothy  Virginia  Deal,  and  Mary  Lou 
Moore  were  received  into  church  after 
satisfactory  examination. 

Dec.  13,  1936  —  The  following  church 
letters  were  received:  J.  Steele 
Culbertson  from  Greensboro,  J.H. 
Jordan  from  First  Church  of  Salisbury, 
and  Mrs.  J.H.  Jordan  from  Advance, 
N.C. 

Mar.  30,  1937  —  Mrs.  Arthur  Perrell  was 
received  by  church  letter  from  Gay's 


Chapel  M.E.  Church  South. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Click  was  granted  church 

letter  to  unite  with  First 

Church  of  Statesville,  N.C. 

May  9,  1937  —  Doris  Overman  was 
examined  and  accepted. 

Oct.  24,  1937  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Brindley  were  received  by  letter. 

June  27,  1938  —  Letters  of  transfer  were 
granted  to  the  following:  Mrs.  Annie 
Louise  (Dowell)  Young  to  unite  with  a 
church  in  Hanes,  N.C.  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Lippard  Thompson  to  unite  with  Pres. 
Church  of  Christiansburg,  VA. 

July  24,  1938  —  Milton  Wetmore,  Wm. 
Thomas  Hurst,  Edward  Nesbit,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Lyerly,  Martha  Grace 
Brindley  and  Geraldine  Gillean  came 
before  session.  They  were  examined 
and  accepted. 

Sept.  13,  1938  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Thomason  were  received  by  letter  from 
Pres.  Church  of  Kannapolis,  N.C. 
Mrs.  A. P.  Sykes,  Glenwood  Sykes  and 
Peele  Sykes  were  received  by  letter 
from  Pres.  Church  of  North 
Wilkesboro,  N.C. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Gillean  and 
Elizabeth  were  received  by  church 
letter  from  New  Salem  M.E.  Church, 
Iredell  Co. 

Jan.  9,  1939  —  Church  letter  was 

granted  to  F.E.  Correll,  Jr.  to  unite  with 
Robbinsville  Church,  Robbinsville,  N.C. 

Jan.  29,  1939  —  A  letter  was  granted  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.C.  Lyerly  to  unite  with 
Salem  Pres.  Church,  Blairs,  S.C. 

Apr.  10,  1939  —  Mrs.  Talmadge  Nesbit 
was  received  by  letter  from  M.E. 
Church,  South  Cooleemee. 

May  31,  1939  —  Motion  was  made  and 
carried  that  Mr.  Oplinger  write  and 
state  that  Robt.  Council  Cranford 
united  with  church  May  2,  1915,  but 
had  been  away  about  20  yrs.  without 
communicating  with  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.B.  Seagraves  were 
received  from  Cooleemee  Pres.  Church 
by  letter. 

June  11,  1939  —  Wm.  Roland  Waggoner 
who  having  been  faithful  in  attending 
church  services  since  coming  into  our 
midst,  came  before  session  and  upon 
restatement  of  his  faith  was  received. 
(He  was  a  member  of  Episcopal 
Church) 

July  9,  1939  —  D.  Clyde  Bartges  was 
received  by  letter  from  Drexel  Hill 
Pres.  Church  of  Drexel  Hill,  PA. 

Oct.  8,  1939  —  Shirley  Click  was 
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received  after  satisfactory  examination. 

Mrs.  Pauline  Nail  Fleming  was  received 

by  certificate  from  M.E.  Church, 

Cooleemee,  N.C. 
Feb.  11,  1940  —  R.F.  Lewis  was  received 

by  letter  from  New  Hope  Pre*.  Church. 
May  12,  1940  —  Norma  Jean  Wetmore, 

Joan  Brown,  James  Milton  Moore  and 

Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger,  Jr.,  came 

before  session,  were  examined  and 

accepted. 
June  30,  1940  —  Dr.  Whitely  examined 

the  following:  Ruth  Neil  Click,  Thelma 

Rebecca  Powlas,  Claudia  Louise 

Fleming,  Sarah  Louise  Lyerly  and 

Margaret  Jean  Thornton.  The 

examination  was  satisfactory  and  they 

were  received. 
Oct.  13,  1940  —  Jack  Winthrop  Bailey 

and  Earl  Smith  Moore  were  examined 

and  accepted. 
Dec.  22,  1940  —  Mrs.  Edith  Lippard  and 

Mrs.  Ruth  Lyerly  were  received  by 

church  letters  from  Franklin  Pres. 

Church. 

Mrs.  Loma  Williams  was  received  by 

letter  from  Knox  Chapel. 
Apr.  8,  1941  —  Mrs.  Miriam  Lyerly 

Williams  was  granted  church  letter  to 

unite  with  Trinity  Methodist  Church  at 

North  Garden,  VA. 
May  11,  1941  —  The  following 

presented  themselves  and  after 

examination  were  admitted:  Christy 

Coleman  Williams  and  Darwin  Leonard 

Correll. 
June  8,  1941  —  Mrs.  Russell  Lee  Correll 

was  received  by  letter  from  Friends 

Church. 
June  29,  1941  —  Annie  Mae  Holt  was 

dismissed  to  unite  with  Cooleemee 

M.E.  Church. 

Mrs.  Jason  Bost  was  received  by  letter 

from  M.E.  Church,  Cooleemee. 
Aug.  17,  1941  —  Mrs.  Thurman  Myers 

was  granted  a  letter  to  unite  with  Gay's 

Chapel  Methodist  Church. 
Sept.  21,  1941  —  Mrs.  Eugene  McCurry 

(Margaret  Neely  Bailey)  was  granted 

letter  to  unite  with  Providence  Pres. 

Church  at  Marvville,  TN. 
Oct.  12,  1941  —  Reed  D.  Koon  and  John 

Gordan  Koon  were  received  by  letter 

from  the  First  Pres.  Church, 

Lincolnton,  N.C. 

Edgar  Holt  was  granted  letter  to  unite 

with  Mt.  Hope  Evangelical  and 

Reformed  Church  of  Faith,  N.C. 
Apr.  12,  1942  —  Mrs.  Sadie  Sharpe 

Correll  was  received  by  letter  from 

Jersey  Baptist  Church. 


May  10,  1942  —  Mrs.  Clarence  Wetmore 

was  received  by  letter  from  First 

Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  of 

Salisbury. 
May  31,  1942  —  Letters  were  granted  to 

Margaret  Krider  Fleming  and  Elizabeth 

Fleming  to  unite  with  West  Raleigh 

Pres.  Church. 
July  12,  1942  —  Rev.  John  R.  Williams 

met  with  us  and  examined  the 

following:  Mary  Ann  Wetmore,  Mary 

Helen  Wetmore,  Norma  Jean  Lyerly 

and  Mable  (sic)  Katharyn  Brindley. 

They  were  accepted  into  church. 

Rev.  Williams  examined  Dennis 

Washburn  Brindley,  and  James  Irving 

Gillean.  They  were  accepted. 

Rev.  Williams  gave  instructions  and 

examined  the  following:  Gus  D.  Foster, 

G.  Sidney  Benson,  Miss  Annie  Koon, 

Mrs.  Ann  White,  and  Mrs.  D.C. 

Pendergrass,  these  coming  by 

statement. 
July  26,  1942  —  Ray  Foster  was  granted 

certificate  to  unite  with  Second  Pres. 

Church,  Charlotte. 
Oct.  11,  1942  —  The  following  were 

received  by  letter:  Mrs.  Douglas  Bailey 

from  McMillian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

C.S.  King  from  Calvary  Lutheran 

Church,  Spencer,  N.C. 
Jan.  10,  1943  —  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 

Padgett  Powlas  was  received  by  letter 

from  Third  Creek  Church. 
Jan   24,  1943  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.C. 

Lyerly  were  received  by  letter  from 

Salem  Pres.  Church. 
June  13,  1943  —  Mr.  Carl  Deal,  Jr.  was 

received  by  letter  from  Shiloh 

Methodist  Church. 
Oct.  10,  1943  —  After  satisfactory 

examination  the  following  were 

received  into  the  church:  Norma  Ruth 

Wetmore,  Nelson  Lee  Correll  and  Robt. 

Franklin  Williams. 
Nov.  15,  1943  —  Miss  Annie  Mae  Koon 

was  granted  a  letter  to  unite  with  Little 

Joe's  Church. 
May  14,  1944  —  A  statement  of 

membership  was  given  to  Mrs.  Leona 

Waller  Nichols. 

Carl  Stanley  King  came  asking  to  be 

admitted  to  church  membership.  He 

was  examined  and  accepted. 
June  4,  1944  —  A  letter  was  granted  to 

Mrs.  Wade  Pinkston  to  unite  with 

Woodleaf  Methodist  Church. 
Oct.  7,  1944  —  Nancy  Lyerly  and 

Delores  Lyerly  were  examined  and 

accepted  into  membership. 


271 


Nov.  23,  1944  —  Clyde  F.  Dean  was 

examined  and  accepted  into 

membership. 
Jan.  21,  1945  —  C.W.  Holt  was  granted  a 

statement  that  he  had  united  with  Unity 

Church  on  May  10,  1936  in  order  that 

he  might  unite  with  Gay's  Chapel 

Methodist  Church. 
May  13,  1945  —  After  satisfactory 

examination  the  following  were 

received  into  the  church:  R.  Neely 

Moore  and  Walter  Bryan  Kluttz. 
May  20,  1945  —  Mrs.  J.S.  Culbertson 

was  received  by  letter  from  First  Pres. 

Church  of  Greensboro. 
May  20,  1945  —  Statement  of 

membership  was  granted  to  Mrs. 

Brandon  Payne  (Loraine  Thomson)  to 

Harmony  Methodist  Church. 
June  10,  1945  —  After  examination,  the 

following  were  received  into  the 

church:  Charles  Nathan  Deal  and  John 

Henderson  Lippard,  Jr. 

A  church  letter  was  granted  to  Mrs. 

N.E.  Oplinger,  Nathan  Oplinger  and 

Mary  Oplinger. 
Mar.  31,  1946  —  Statements  of 

membership  were  granted  to  Mrs.  A. P. 

Sykes  and  two  sons,  Glenwood  and 

Peele  to  Second  Pres.  Church, 

Burlington,  N.C. 

J.W.  Erwin  was  granted  statement  to 

Union  Lutheran  Church. 
Apr.  14,  1946  —  Letter  was  granted  to 

Mrs.  Julia  Fleming  Wood  to  unite  with 

Second  Pres.  Church  of  Salisbury. 
May  11,  1946  —  Letter  was  granted  to 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.S.  King  and  their  son 

Carl,  to  Calvary  Evangelical  Church, 

Spencer,  N.C. 
June  9,  1946  —  John  B.  Wells,  Jr.,  after 

satisfactory  examination,  was  accepted 

into  church,. 

Miss  Estelle  Isenhour  was  received  by 

letter  from  Second  Pres.  Church  of 

Charlotte. 
June  16,  1946  —  Mrs.  Eugene  Owens, 

after  examination,  was  accepted  for 

membership. 
June  30,  1946  —  Sara  Francis  Perrell  and 

Wm.  Roland  Perrell  were,  after 

satisfactory  examination,  accepted  into 

church  membership. 
Aug.  20,  1946  —  Church  letter  was 

granted  to  Mrs.  Lester  Hendrix. 
Oct.  8,  1946  —  Statement  of 

membership  was  granted  Hope  Brown 
in  order  that  he  might  unite  with 
Center  Grove  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  Kannapolis. 


Oct.  20,  1946  —  Betty  Lynn  Ratledge 
was  examined  and  received  into  church 
membership. 

Nov.  10,  1946  —  Letter  was  granted 
Edwin  H.  Wetmore  in  order  that  he 
might  unite  with  Elon  Pres.  Church,  of 
Madison  Heights,  VA. 
Mrs.  J.H.  Armfield,  Jr.  was  received  by 
letter  from  First  Pres.  Church  of 
Johnston  City,  TN. 

Feb.  18,  1947  —  Statement  of 

membership  was  granted  to  Wallace 
Kincaid  Bailey,  to  unite  with  First  Pres. 
Church  of  Griffin,  GA. 

Apr.  13,  1947  —  Letter  was  granted  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.B.  Wells  to  unite  with 
First  Pres.  Church  of  Charlotte. 
Letter  was  granted  to  Spence  M. 
Correll  to  unite  with  Elon  Pres. 
Church,  Agricola,  VA. 

Apr.  22,  1947  —  Statements  of 

membership  and  dismissal  were  granted 
to  Mrs.  A.J.  Benson  and  Mrs.  J. 
McDaniel  to  unite  with  Woodleaf 
Methodist  Church. 

May  13,  1947  —  Church  letter  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  O.R.  Mills,  Jr.  to  First 
Pres.  Church,  Statesville,  N.C. 

July  1,  1947  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.B.  Wells, 
Jr.  were  received  by  letter  from  First 
Pres.  Church,  Charlotte. 
Mrs.  A.H.  Fleming  was  received  from 
Saint  Luke's  Lutheran  Church,  Bear 
Poplar,  N.C. 

Sept.  16,  1947  —  Hugh  Lee  McKinney 
was  received  by  letter  from  First  Pres. 
Church  of  Winston  Salem. 

Oct.  14,  1947  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  to  the  following:  Carolyn  Jean 
Webb  to  First  Methodist  Church, 
Asheboro,  N.C.,  and  T.L.  Patrick  to 
Second  Pres.  Church,  Salisbury. 

Nov.  9,  1947  —  A  letter  was  read  from 
Cooleemee  Pres.  Church  dismissing 
J.W.  Thompson  into  the  fellowship  of 
Unity. 

Dec.  9,  1947  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  as  follows:  Clyde  F.  Dean  to 
Cleveland  Pres.  Church  and  Dr.  Hilda 
Bailey  to  Pres.  Church,  Banner  Elk, 
N.C. 

Mar.  9,  1948  —  Mrs.  Milton  Wetmore 
was  received  by  letter  from  Cooleemee 
Pres.  Church. 

Mar.  14,  1948  —  Appearing  before 
session  for  examination  was  Kenneth 
Dishman.  He  was  examined  and 
accepted. 

Mrs.  James  Deal  was  received  by  letter 
from  Liberty  Methodist  Church,  Davie 
Co. 
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Mar.  28,  1948  —  Coming  by  letter  were 
Annette  Dishman  and  Bill  Dishman. 

May  9,  1948  —  After  a  satisfactory 
examination,  the  following  were 
accepted  into  membership:  Treva 
Lyerly,  Connie  Ratledge,  Martha  Jean 
Benson,  Joan  Waggoner,  Barbara  Sue 
Kluttz,  Colleen  Wilson,  Flake  Wilson 
and  Virgil  Blake. 

May  11,  1948  —  A  church  letter  was 
granted  to  Miss  Carrie  Dowell  to  the 
Second  Pres.  Church  in  Salisbury. 

Nov.  9,  1948  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Wm.  Thomas  Hurst  to  First 
Pres.  Church  of  Salisbury. 

Jan.  20,  1949  —  The  following  church 
letters  were  granted:  Mrs.  N.F 
Everhardt  to  Plaza  Pres.  Church, 
Charlotte;  Mrs.  Charles  McBennett  to 
Highland  Pres.  Church,  Fayetteville, 
N.C.;  Anette,  Billy  and  Kenneth 
Dishman  to  Center  Pres.  Church,  Mt. 
Mourne,  N.C. 

Jan.  30,  1949  —  Buford  Jones  appeared 
before  session  and  was  examined  and 
accepted  into  membership. 

May  12,  1949  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  as  follows:  Miss  Margaret 
Shaver  to  1st  Presbyterian  Church, 
Salisbury,  Mrs.  Wm.  Graham  to  St. 
Luke's  Lutheran  Church,  Bear  Poplar, 
Mrs.  W.M.  Gatewood  to  1st 
Presbyterian  Church,  Asheville,  N.C. 

June  9,  1949  —  A  church  letter  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  Harold  Foster  so  she 
could  unite  with  South  River  Methodist 
Church. 

Oct.  2,  1949  —  Appearing  before  the 
session  as  candidates  for  church 
membership  were  Janet  and  Joy  Brown, 
Elizabeth  Atwell,  Eva  Nell  Fleming, 
Nathan  Fleming  and  Candace  Ruth 
Owens.  After  examination  by  pastor  a 
unanimous  vote  was  taken  in  favor  of 
receiving  the  above  candidates  into 
fellowship. 

Dec.  4,  1949  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  to  the  following:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.C.  Cole  to  Buffalo  Presbyterian 
Church,  Lee  County  and  Martha  Grace 
Brindley  to  West  End  Presbyterian 
Church,  Hopewell,  VA. 

July  30,  1950  —  Appearing  before  the 
session  for  examination  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.N.  Wyrick  and  Patricia  Ellen 
Wyrick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyrick  came  by 
letter  from  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Salisbury  and  Patricia  coming  by 
profession  of  faith.  After  examination 
the  session  voted  to  receive  them. 


Aug.  29,  1950  —  Mrs.  Billie  Blume  was 
granted  letter  to  Woodleaf  Methodist 
Church. 

Oct.  22,  1950  —  Appearing  before  the 
session  with  church  letters  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jay  Foster  and  Mrs.  J.W. 
Ward.  They  were  examined  and 
accepted. 

Jan.  2,  1951  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  to  the  following:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.B.  Carson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.L.  Deal, 
Jr.,  Dorothy  Powlas  and  Curtis  Shaver. 

Jan.  14,  1951  —  Coming  before  the 
session  with  church  letters  were:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.H.  Morgan,  Lois  Morgan, 
Jane  Morgan  and  Mrs.  John  Ludwig, 
expressing  their  desire  to  unite  with 
Unity.  After  examination  they  were 
accepted. 

Feb.  5,  1951  —  The  session  voted  to 
grant  church  letter  to  Bill  Overman, 
who  expressed  desire  to  join 
Hendersonville,  N.C.  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Feb.  25,  1951  —  Church  letters  were 
granted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Deal  in 
order  that  they  might  unite  with  the 
Shiloh  Evangelic  and  Reformed  Church 
of  Faith,  N.C. 

May  12,  1951  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin 
Wetmore  and  J.K.  Brindley  were 
received  by  church  letters  into  the 
church.  The  following  were  received  by 
profession: 

Bill  Wetmore,  Bob  Wetmore,  Larry 
Perrell,  Carol  Perrell,  Carol  Kay 
Williams,  Joe  Morgan. 

May  13,  1951  —  Sammy  Layton 
Wetmore,  James  Coulter,  and  James 
Andrew  Moore  came  before  session, 
were  examined  and  accepted  into 
membership. 

Sept.  1951  —  The  church  letters  of  Hugh 
Lee  McKinney  and  Mrs.  Lem  Bryant, 
having  been  granted  were  approved  by 
session. 

May  10,  1952  —  The  following  were 
received  on  profession  of  faith: 
Walter  P.  Fleming,  Wilson  K.  Fleming, 
Mary  Ruth  Fleming,  Patricia  Ann 
Fleming,  Julia  Ann  Benson,  and 
Elizabeth  Armfield. 

Aug.  3,  1952  —  Reid  D.  Koon  was 
granted  church  letter  to  unite  with 
Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church, 
Huntersville,  N.C. 

Nov.  16,  1952  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barron 
Moore  were  received  by  restatement  of 
their  faith. 

Nov.  23,  1952  —  Thomas  Hugh  Wetmore 
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was  granted  church  letter  to  unite  with 
Westminister  Presbyterian  Church, 
Raleigh. 

July  19,  1953  —  The  following  members 
were  examined  and  received  into  the 
church.  Rose  Snider,  R.  Barry  Moore, 
James  Wandle  Wagner  and  Richard 
Steven  Kluttz. 

Nov.  8,  1953  —  Mrs.  J.K.  Holt  came 
before  session  desiring  membership. 
She  was  received  by  reaffirmation. 
Motion  was  made  to  grant  N.W.  Barnes 
a  church  letter.  It  was  carried. 

Mar.  14,  1954  —  Purpose  of  Meeting  was 
to  receive  Mrs.  Kathleen  Cassady  into 
membership  by  letter. 

Apr.  4,  1954  —  Motion  made  and  carried 
that  clerk  remove  Charles  Nathan  Deal 
from  church  roll  because  he  united 
with  Baptist  church. 

May  8,  1954  —  Meeting  of  session  to 
give  Dr.  Hilda  Bailey  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Bost  opportunity  to  come  before 
session  to  be  received  into  full 
fellowship.  Miss  Bailey  was  received  by 
letter  and  Mrs.  Bost  by  reaffirmation. 

May  9,  1954  —  After  examination  the 
following  two  boys  were  received  into 
the  church:  Ronald  Scott  Foster  and 
Edward  Lee  Foster. 

Nov.  14,  1951  —  The  following  persons 
came  before  session  desiring  to  unite 
with  the  church.  Mrs.  Robert  Deal  and 
Mr.  Jimmy  H.  Myers.  They  were 
received.  Others  by  profession  of  faith 
as  follows:  Geo.  Sidney  Benson,  Richard 

Brandon  Coulter, ,  and  Linda 

Gail  Wyrick.  All  were  examined  and 
accepted. 

Jan.  5,  1955  —  Purpose  of  meeting  was 
to  consider  request  for  letter  of 
dismissal  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.M.  Rice 
and  Allan  Rice  to  Woodleaf  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  granted. 

Jan.  30,  1955  —  H.E.  Byerly  came  before 
session  and  was  received  into 
membership  by  letter. 

Mar.  6,  1955  —  Ralph  Dameron  was 
received  into  membership  by  letter. 

Mar.  20,  1955  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Daniel  Means  were  present.  Mr.  Means 
as  a  candidate  for  church  membership. 
He  was  received  on  profession  of  faith. 

Apr.  10,  1955  Carolyn  Peeler  Wetmore 
was  examined  and  received  into  church. 

Apr.  24,  1955  —  A  letter  of  dismissal  was 
granted  to  Nancy  Lyerly  Safley  to  join 
Gay's  Chapel  Methodist  Church. 

Aug.  8,  1955  —  Session  met  and 
accepted  the  following  into 


membership.  By  proof  of  faith,  Julia 
Ann  Bost  and  Robert  L.  Bost.  By 
profession  of  faith,  Sammy  Edgar 
Correll,  Gwendolyn  Fleming,  Jacquelyn 
Fleming  and  Warren  Douglas  Wetmore. 

Mar.  4,  1956  —  The  following  were 
received  by  church  letter:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  M.  Gillian,  James  Irving 
Gillian,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Gillian. 

Sept.  30,  1956  —  J.B.  Runion  was 

received  by  profession  of  faith  into  full 
membership.  The  following  young 
people  were  examined  and  received 
into  the  church.  Joseph  H.  Armfield, 
III,  James  Cecil  Correll,  Danny  Joel 
Lyerly,  Eubert  Craig  Lyerly,  James 
Jeffries  Talley,  Nancy  Elaine  Talley, 
Christie  Roland  Wagner. 

Oct.  15,  1956  —  The  following  were 
examined  and  received:  Junius  S. 
Fleming,  Jr.,  Gloria  Perrell,  Ray 
Sedberry,  Judith  Sedberry.  Received  by 
restatement  were  Mrs.  Ray  Sedberry 
and  Mrs.  Eva  Ratledge. 

Oct.  26,  1956  —  The  following  persons 
were  examined  and  received  into 
fellowship:  Eubert  Talton  Correll,  Jr., 
Virginia  Lee  Greer,  Frankie  Jane  Greer, 
Joyce  Ann  Greer,  Bruce  Hall  Kluttz, 
Linda  Elizabeth  Kluttz,  Marilyn  Mclver 
Moore,  Gloria  Jean  Nesbit,  Mary    . 
Elizabeth  Nesbit,  Bobby  Gene  Snider, 
Janie  Lee  Wetmore,  and  Boyce 
Stevenson  Moore,  Jr.;  Mrs.  Bessie  Greer 
was  received  by  reaffirmation  of  faith. 

Oct.  4,  1957  —  The  following  were 
examined  and  received  into 
membership:  Sandra  Fay  Bailey,  Ann 
Childs  Armfield,  David  Geo.  Waller, 
Joyce  Ann  Waller.  Also  received  on 
restatement  to  their  faith  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.H.  Waller. 

Oct.  6,  1957  —  The  following  young 
people  were  examined  and  accepted 
into  membership:  Edwin  Jerry 
Wetmore,  Rachel  Correll,  John  Howard 
Myers  and  Mary  Jennifer  Myers. 

May  9,  1958  —  The  following  presented 
their  letters:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
McDaniel,  Mrs.  Donnie  Moore,  Mrs. 
Bill  Wetmore  and  Mrs.  W.B.  Kluttz,  Jr. 
by  restatement.  They  were  received. 
The  following  young  people  were 
examined  and  received:  James  Jay 
McDaniel,  Carolyn  Moore  and  Freda 
Mae  Bost. 

May  10,  1958  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie 
Perrell  presented  their  church  letters, 
asking  to  be  received.  They  were 
accepted. 
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Nov.  16,  1958  —  Letters  of  transfer  were 
granted  to  the  following  members: 
Shirley  Click  to  the  Guilford  Park 
Presbyterian  Church,  Greensboro,  Levi 
Deal  to  St.  Pauls  Presbyterian  Church, 
Greensboro,  and  Margaret  Nell  Fleming 
to  Troy  Presbyterian  Church. 

May  8,  1959  —  The  following  young 
people  presented  themselves.  They 
were  examined  and  received.  Dale 
Waller,  Sarah  Jane  Waller,  Carolyn  Kay 
McDaniel  and  Carmen,  and  Carolyn 
Moore. 

July  22,  1959  —  Miss  Ethel  Satterfield 
came  before  session  with  desire  to  unite 
with  church.  After  a  restatement  of  her 
faith,  she  was  accepted. 

Nov.  1,  1959  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 

Wilson  Waller  came  before  session  with 
letters  of  transfer  from  St.  Luke's 
Lutheran  Church  and  were  received. 

Nov.  22,  1959  —  Dr.  Joseph  Wilkerson 
presented  his  certificate  of  transfer 
from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Durham  with  the  desire  to  unite  with 
Unitv.  He  was  accepted. 

Jan.  17,  1960  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  P.  Orr 
presented  a  letter  of  transfer  from  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Mocksville, 
N.C.  After  examination  they  were 
received. 

May  7,  1960  —  Mrs.  Bob  Wetmore  came 
before  the  session  desiring  to  unite  with 
our  church  and  bringing  a  letter  from 
Woodleaf  Methodist  Church.  After  a 
brief  examination,  motion  was  made 
and  carried  that  she  be  received. 

July  18,  1960  —  The  following  young 
boys  met  with  session  to  profess  their 
faith  in  Christ  and  unite  with  the 
church:  Michael  Sheets,  Howard  Jones, 
Martin  Sedberry,  Joel  Nesbit,  and 
Robert  Bailey.  After  examination, 
motion  was  made  and  carried  that  they 
be  received. 

July  20,  1960  —  Charles  Howard 

Wetmore  came  before  session  to  profess 
his  faith  and  unite  with  church.  After 
examination,  motion  was  made  and 
carried  that  he  be  received. 

June  21,  1960  —  The  following  young 
people  met  with  session  to  make  their 
profession  of  faith:  Randy  Lee  Byerly, 
Margaret  Janie  Armfield,  and  Rosanna 
Marie  Moore.  They  were  examined  and 
motion  made  and  carried  that  they  be 
received. 

Aug.  20,  1961  —  C.A.  Weeks  came 
before  session  desiring  to  unite  by 
letter  from  the  First  Presbyterian 


Church  of  Newton,  N.C.  After 
examination,  motion  was  made  and 
carried  that  he  be  accepted. 

Sept.  24,  1961  —  Letters  of  transfer 
were  granted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton 
Moore  and  Carolyn  to  Third  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cleveland,  N.C. 
and  to  John  H.  Lippard,  Jr.  to  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Lynchburg,  VA. 

Sept.  30,  1961  —  Nathan  Neely  Benson 
came  before  session  and  made 
profession  of  faith.  He  was  examined 
and  motion  made  and  carried  that  he  be 
accepted. 

Nov.  26,  1961  —  The  following  young 
people  came  before  session  to  make 
profession  of  faith:  Miriam  Gail  Bailey, 
Sandra  Vann  Moore,  Patricia  Lynn 
Wetmore  and  Susan  Wetmore.  They 
were  examined  and  motion  made  and 
carried  that  they  be  received. 

Dec.  3,  1961  —  Betty  Ann  Bost  came 
before  session  with  profession  of  faith. 
After  examination  she  was  received. 

Jan.  6,  1963  —  Motion  made  and  carried 
that  Mrs.  Alan  Wells  and  Miss  Sara 
Elizabeth  and  Ruth  Fisher  Wells  be 
received  by  letter  from  Back  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Jan.  16,  1963  —  Glenda  Dale  Waller  and 
Sarah  Jane  Waller  transferred  to  Holy 
Cross  Lutheran  Church,  Mocksville. 

Feb.  3,  1963  —  Johnsie  Sue  Moore 
received  by  letter  from  the  McKinnon 
Presbyterian  Church,  Concord,  N.C. 

Mar.  3,  1963  —  Steven  Ray  Belk  received 
by  letter  from  the  Mt.  Moriah  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mar.  24,  1963  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger 
Wilson,  and  Mrs.  Bobbie  Williams 
joined  by  re-affirmation  of  faith. 

Apr.  17,  1963  —  Carolyn  Wetmore 
united  with  Centenery  Methodist 
Church  by  transfer  of  letter. 

May  5,  1963  —  Fred  Bain  Bailey,  Bertie 
Ann  McDaniel,  Joe  Ken  Sheets,  Edward 
Kenton  Wells,  and  James  Christy 
Wagner  joined  by  profession  of  faith. 

July  14,  1963  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.E. 

Dickens  received  into  the  fellowship  of 
our  church. 

Aug.  4,  1963  —  Sharon  C.  Wagner 
received  by  letter  from  McKinnon 
Presbyterian  Church,  Concord  N.C. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Means  dismissed 
by  letter  to  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Toccoa,  Ga. 

Sept.  1,  1963  —  Helen  Troy  Gillean 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Bethel 
Methodist  Church,  Salisbury. 
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Mar.  22,  1964  —  Betty  Owens  received 

by  profession  of  faith. 

Douglas  Foster  joined  by  profession  of 

faith. 
Mar.  29,  1964  —  David  Dameron,  Joe 

Owens,  Douglas  Foster,  Vickie 

Williams,  Betty  Owens,  Roger  Perrell 

and  Ray  Holliman  received  by 

profession  of  faith. 
June  7,  1964  —  Joseph  Epps  Lee 

confessed  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

and  united  with  the  church. 
July  5,  1964  —  Glenda  and  Gus  Greer 

made  their  profession  of  faith  and 

united  with  the  church. 
Aug.  30,  1964  —  Carol  Perrell  Hartley 

was  given  a  letter  of  transfer  to  the 

First  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 

Wilkesboro,  N.C. 
Sept.  6,  1964  —  Mrs.  Arnold  Dunn  was 

dismissed  by  letter  to  the  Enon  Baptist 

Church. 
Nov.  8,  1964  —  Mrs.  Barron  Moore  was 

received  on  examination. 
Dec.  6,  1964  —  Marilyn  Moore  Wright 

was  dismissed  by  letter  to  the  Enon 

Baptist  Church. 
Jan.  3,  1965  —  Lucille  Thompson  was 

granted  a  letter  to  the  Community 

Presbyterian  Church,,  Atlanta  Beach, 

Fla. 
Apr.  4,  1965  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

Owens  were  received  by  letter  Mrs. 

Annie  Powlas  was  dismissed  by  letter  to 

the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 

Salisbury. 
Apr.  11,  1965  —  Robert  Kenton  Wells, 

Charles  Stanley  Moore,  Eric  Allen 

Moore,  and  Richard  Clarence  Moore 

were  received  by  profession  of  faith. 
Aug.  1,  1965  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace 

Moore  and  their  son  Ted  were  received 

by  letter  from  St.  Marks  Lutheran 

Church. 
Aug.  15,  1965  —  Robert  Theis  received 

by  transfer  of  letter  from  Methodist 

Church  in  Mocksville. 
Aug.  29,  1965  —  Mrs.  Andy  Moore 

received  by  re-affirmation  of  faith. 
Nov.  7,  1964  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 

Waller  dismissed  by  letter  to  Holy 

Cross  Lutheran  Church,  Mocksville. 
Mar.  27,  1966  —  J.K.  and  Helen  Bringle 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church,  Lumberton. 
Apr.  3,  1966  —  Frances  Raney  Ward 

received  by  transfer  of  letter  from  the 

Bethel  Lutheran  Church. 

Harry  Ward  received  by  profession  of 

faith. 


Apr.  10,  1966  —  Mary  Bailey,  Karen 

Perrell,  Andy  Moore,  and  Roger 

Wetmore  were  received  by  profession 

of  faith. 
May  1,  1966  —  Nathan  Fleming 

dismissed  by  letter  to  the  St.  James 

Methodist  Church,  Richmond,  Va. 
June  12,  1966  —  Mrs.  Bill  Shuping  (Julia 

Benson)  was  granted  a  letter  to  the 

First  United  Church  of  Christ, 

Salisbury. 
Nov.  13,  1966  —  Walter  Dowell  received 

by  letter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Gillean  granted 

letter  to  the  Franklin  Presbyterian 

Church. 
Feb.  12,  1967  —  Mr.  J.I.  Morris  received 

by  re-affirmation  of  faith. 

Mrs.  Morris  united  by  affirmation  of 

faith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.S.  Gray,  Nancy  and 

Bonnie  Gray  were  received  by  letter 

from  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 

Salisbury. 
Apr.  9,  1967  —  Mrs.  C.J.  Hall  dismissed 

to  St.  Matthews  Episcopal  Church, 

Salisbury. 
June  18,  1967  —  Deborah  Lynne  Deal, 

Ivy  Lee  Morris,  and  Cynthia  Lee 

Wetmore  were  received  by  profession 

of  faith. 
July  9,  1967  —  Charles  Steven  Williams 

was  received  by  profession  of  faith. 

Mrs.  Eubert  Correll  was  received  by 

letter  of  transfer  from  the  Haven 

Lutheran  Church. 
Oct.  8,  1967  —  Letters  of  dismissal  for 

the  Wells  family  to  the  Lowell 

Presbyterian  Church. 
Nov.  9,  1967  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.H. 

Lippard  transferred  by  letter  to  North 

Hills  Church,  Salisbury. 
Apr.  21,  1968  —  Mrs.  Neal  (Miriam 

Lyerly)  Williams  received  by  letter. 
Dec.  22,  1968  —  Mrs.  Sally  Bullock  and 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Owen  were  all 

received  by  letter. 
Mar.  16,  1969  —  Mrs.  Carolyn  Wetmore 

Lefler  united  by  transfer  of  letter  from 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
Apr.  27,  1969  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald 

Atwell  were  received  by  transfer  from 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
May  18,  1969  —  Doris  May  Owens, 

Thomas  Earl  Owens,  and  David  Lee 

Dameron  were  admitted  by  profession 

of  faith. 
June  22,  1969  —  Gilmer  and  Edna 

Owens  dismissed  by  letter. 
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Aug.  31,  1969  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Lewis  Snider  were  received  by  transfer 

from  Elmwood  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mar.  1,  1970  —  Elaine  Epperson  Coulter 
joined  by  profession  of  faith. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Adams  Kluttz  received 

bv  re-affirmation  of  faith. 
Apr.  19,  1970  —  Mrs.  Helen  Burton 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  North  Hills 

Church. 
May  10,  1970  —  Mrs.  H.E.  Etheridge 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  St.  Marks 

Episcopal  Church,  Albany,  Ga. 
May  31,  1970  —  Mary  Elizabeth  Padgett 

Powlas  transferred  by  letter  to  the 

Cleveland  Presbyterian  Church. 
June  28,  1970  —  Sandra  Moore 

Arrowood  transferred  by  letter  to 

Bethel  Methodist  Church. 

Joan  Holmes  transferred  by  letter  to  St. 

Phillips  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
July  26,  1970  —  Patricia  Fleming 

Swicegood  transferred  by  letter  to  the 

Second  Presbyterian  Church, 

Wavnesboro,  Va. 
Apr.  25,  1971  —  Freda  Bost  Lowe 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  Fairmount 

Presbyterian  Church,  Bristol,  Tenn. 
May  9,  1971  —  Patricia  Gail  Deal,  Karen 

Renae  Kluttz, Elizabeth  Snider, 

Samuel  Rickey  Snider,  Eva  Jane 

Wetmore,  James  Robert  Wetmore,  Jr., 

and  Kathy  Sue  Williams  joined  by 

profession  of  faith. 
June  6,  1971  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton 

Moore  received  by  letter  of  transfer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  G.  Moore  received 

by  letter  of  transfer. 

Jimmy  Charles  Moore  received  by 

transfer  of  letter. 
Aug.  1,  1971  —  Richard  Moore  received 

by  letter  from  Prospect  Presbyterian 

Church. 

Mrs.  Murray  Corriher  (Mary  Ruth 

Fleming)  transferred  by  letter  to  Mt. 

Zion  United  Church  of  Christ,  China 

Grove. 
Aug.  16,  1971  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

Owens  transferred  by  letter  to  the 

Edgewood  Baptist  Church,  Cooleemee. 
May  14,  1972  —  Susan  Rebecca  Owen, 

Lorna  Virginia  Ward,  Harriet  Grace 

Bullock,  Kathi  Ann  Perrell,  Tania  Kelly 

Morris,  Karen  Sutherland  Gray, 

Matthew  Lee  Wilson,  Stephen  Bruner 

Gray,  Robert  Alan  Williams,  Michael 

Ray  Williams,  Elizabeth  Gail  Wetmore, 

and  Jeffrey  Mark  Wetmore  joined  by 

profession  of  faith. 


Sept.  17,  1972  —  Ron  and  Ann 

McCullough  received  by  re-affirmation 
of  faith. 

Nov.  5,  1972  —  Linda  Kluttz  Barker 
transferred  by  letter. 

May  6,  1973  —  Mrs.  Katherine  Hooper 
Bost  received  by  transfer  from  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  Charlotte. 
Mrs.  Bernard  Foster  received  by  letter 
from  the  Roaring  River  Church. 

May  16,  1973  —  John  Malcolm  Bullock, 
Jean  Marie  Foster,  Gregory  Othniel 
Moore,  Todd  White  Moore,  Joseph 
Arthur  Watson,  and  Lorianne  Marie 
Wetmore,  joined  by  profession  of  faith. 
Mrs.  Marie  Waller  Foster  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Paisley  joined  by  re-affirmation 
of  faith. 

Randy  Byerly  transferred  by  letter  to 
the  Mauplin  Avenue  Church. 

Nov.  25,  1973  —  Charles  Wetmore 
transferred  to  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mocksville,  N.C. 

May  11,  1974  —  Steve  and  Margaret 
Kluttz  transferred  by  letter  to  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Leesburg,  Fla. 
Mrs.  James  W.  McGee  (Brenda  Moore) 
transferred  by  letter  to  Andrews  United 
Methodist  Church,  Charlotte. 

June  2,  1974  —  Janice  Rebecca  Watson, 
Barbara  Jane  Wetmore,  Sherry  Jane 
Myers,  James  Rowland  Bullock,  and 
Kevin  Franklin  Myers  joined  by 
profession  of  faith. 

Mar.  2,  1975  —  Mrs.  Barry  Lundy 
(Rosanna  Moore)  transferred  by  letter 
to  the  Great  Bridge  Presbyterian 
Church,  Chesapeake,  Va. 

June  29,  1975  —  David  Waller  and  Mark 
Waller  were  received  by  profession  of 
faith. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Link  Moore  received  by 
transfer  from  Salem  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mrs.  Shelby  Ervin  Waller  received  by 
letter  from  Gays  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Sue  Richardson  Moore  received  by 
letter  from  the  Milford  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Chester  Arthur  Weeks  received  by 
letter  from  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Gibonsville,  N.C. 

Jan.  25,  1976  —  John  Maxie  Cheek  and 
Elizabeth  Nesbit  Cheek  (Mrs.  John 
Maxie)  joined  by  letter. 

Feb.  29,  1976  —  Nancy  Wilkerson  and 
Donnie  Joe  Wilkerson  were  received  by 
transfer  from  The  Taichung  Community 
Chapel,  Taichung,  Taiwan. 


277 


Apr.  11,  1976  ■ —  James  Talley  transferred 

by  letter  to  Gays  Chapel  United 

Methodist  Church. 
May  9,  1976  —  Miriam  Estelle  Watson, 

Sally  Renee  Owen,  Jill  Modlin  Moore, 

Toni  Leigh  Kluttz  joined  by  profession 

of  faith. 

Leslie  Wilbur  Edson  joined  by 

affirmation  of  faith. 
May  2,  1976  —  Mrs.  Joe  Owens  united 

by  re-affirmation  of  faith. 
May  8,  1977  —  Michael  Belk,  Matt 

Morgan,  and  Kevin  Wagner  received  by 

profession  of  faith. 

Marc  Courreges  was  transferred  by 

letter  to  the  Coburn  Memorial 

Methodist  Church. 
May  15,  1977  —  Wesley  Wilson  joined 

by  profession  of  faith. 
Dec.  18,  1977  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan 

Fleming  received  by  transfer  from  the 

Providence  United  Methodist  Church, 

Quinton,  Va. 

Miss  Becky  Raye  Hall  received  by 

transfer  from  the  First  United 

Methodist  Church,  Salisbury. 
Mrs.  Peggy  Eagle  Wetmore  received  by 

transfer  from  the  Trinity  Wesleyan 

Church,  Salisbury. 
Mr.  Grady  O.  Earnhardt  received  by 

transfer  from  St.  Paul's  Lutheran 

Church,  Salisbury. 
Jan.  1,  1978  —  Tommy  Owens 

transferred  to  Rowan  Mills  Methodist 

Church,  Salisbury. 
Feb.  5,  1978  —  Johnny  Moore 

transferred  to  St.  Lukes  Lutheran 

Church,  Bear  Poplar. 
May  14,  1978  —  Sara  Belk,  Kimberly 

Fleming,  Scott  Fleming,  Dawn 

McDaniel,  Jennifer  Kluttz,  and  Beth 

Moore  were  admitted  on  profession  of 

faith. 
May  14,  1978  —  Ann  Bost  Goodman 

transferred  to  St.  Thomas  Evangelical 

Lutheran  Church,  Charlotte. 
June  6,  1978  —  Gwen  Fleming  Holliman 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  Davis 

Baptist  Tabernacle,  Advance. 
June  25,  1978  —  Tommy  and  Carolyn 

Atwell  transferred  by  letter  to  the 

Maranatha  Bible  Church. 

Edward  Foster  transferred  to 

Edgewood  Baptist  Church,  Cooleemee. 
Sept.  28,  1978  —  Mrs.  Willard  (Helen) 

Wilson  joined  by  re-affirmation  of  faith. 
Oct.  1,  1978  —  Susan  Carol  Dennis 

united  by  profession  of  faith. 
Dec.  3,  1978  —  Mrs.  Sally  Bullock, 
Harriet  Grace  Bullock,  John  Malcolm 
Bullock,  and  James  Rowland  Bullock 


transferred  by  letter  to  Hopewell 
Presbyterian  Church,  Huntersville. 

Dec.  17,  1978  —  Mrs.  L.S.  Overcash 
(Nancy  Gray)  transferred  by  letter  to 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Henderson. 

Feb.  20,  1979  —  Mrs.  Jean  Collier,  Robin 
Collier,  and  Duncan  Collier  joined  by 
transfer  from  Rumple  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Church,  Blowing  Rock. 

Mar.  18,  1979  —  Tom  and  Becky 
Wetmore  joined  by  transfer  from  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Washington, 
N.C. 

May  7,  1979  —  Mozelle  Gillean 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Banner  Elk 
Presbyterian  Church. 

May  13,  1979  —  Rebecca  A.  Foster, 
Bryan  Edward  Kluttz,  Kim  L.  Lefler, 
Ronald  Craig  McCullough,  and  John 
Mark  Wagner  joined  by  profession  of 
faith. 

Aug.  26,  1979  —  Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Wetmore 
Koontz  transferred  by  letter  to  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Salisbury. 

Sept.  16,  1979  —  Jean  Collier,  Robin 
Collier,  and  Duncan  Collier  transferred 
by  letter  to  the  Norview  Presbyterian 
Church,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Jan.  6,  1980  —  David  Dameron 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  Red  Bank 
Baptist  Church,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

May  25,  1980  —  Mrs.  Ivy  Morris  Hutt 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Falls 
Church  Presbyterian  Church,  Va. 

June  22,  1980  —  Mrs.  Junie  (Karen) 
Fleming  and  Mrs.  David  (Debbie) 
Fleming  were  received  by  letter  from 
St.  Mark's  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church. 

Sept.  13,  1980  —  Mrs.  Jeanette  Owens 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Needmore 
Baptist  Church. 

Mar.  16,  1981  —  Mrs.  Cathy  Williams 
Simmerson  transferred  by  letter  to  the 
Oakdale  Baptist  Church,  Spencer. 

June  21,  1981  —  Susan  Owens  Graham 
received  by  letter  from  Third  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church. 
Jacqueline  Rentz  Henry  received  by 
letter  from  Penningtonville 
Presbyterian  Church,  Atglen,  Pa. 

Aug.  16,  1981  —  Karen  Perrell  Campbell 
transferred  by  letter  to  Concordia 
Lutheran  Church,  China  Grove,  N.C. 

Aug.  23,  1981  —  Kara  Lynn  Agner,  Traci 
Lanette  Deal,  Molly  Elizabeth  Morgan, 
Dean  Joseph  Perrell,  Eric  Scott  Wagner, 
and  Edward  Hall  Wetmore  were 
received  by  profession  of  faith. 
Mrs.  Renae  Padgett,  Mrs.  Mildred 
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Perrell,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Moore,  and  Mr. 

Jack  D.  Moore  were  received  by 

transfer  from  other  congregations. 
Oct.  15,  1981  — Jacquelyn  Fleming 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  White 

Marsh  Baptist  Church,  Whiteville,  N.C. 
Dec.  17,  1981  —  Steve  and  Susan  Allied 

were  received  by  transfer  of 

membership  from  Sacred  Heart 

Catholic  Church,  Salisbury. 
July  18,  1982  —  William  Wayne  Nesbit 

Jr.  and  Bonnie  Bailey  Nesbit  joined  by 

transfer;  William  from  First  Baptist, 

Cooleemee,  and  Bonnie  from  No  Creek 

Primitive  Baptist  Church. 
Jan.  28,  1982  —  Daniel  Dameron  was 

transferred  by  letter  to  Brainard 

Presbyterian  Church  in  Tennessee. 
Aug.  22,  1982  —  Floerine  Jones  was 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  First  Baptist 

Church,  Salisbury. 
Sept.  16,  1982  —  Bobby  and  Teresa 

Hunter  were  received  by  transfer  from 

the  Woodleaf  United  Methodist 

Church. 
Dec.  5,  1982  —  Mrs.  Jake  (Frances) 

Ward  transferred  by  letter  to  Franklin 

Presbyterian  Church. 
May  22,  1983  —  Bryan  Edgar  Correll, 

Christopher  Wayne  Fleming,  and  James 

Tracy  McCullough  joined  by  profession 

of  faith. 
June  16,  1983  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

Kenneth  Gray  (Arlene  Shuping)  united 

bv  re-affirmation  of  faith. 
Aug.  28,  1983  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grady  O. 

Earnhardt  (Jennifer  Myers)  transferred 

by  letter  to  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church, 

Salisbury. 
Dec.  18,  1983  —  Jeff  Parnell  was 

received  by  transfer  from  Milford  Hills 

Baptist  Church. 
May  20,  1984  —  Gail  Deal  Rector 

transferred  by  letter  to  St.  Mark 

Lutheran  Church,  Salisbury. 
Sept.  23,  1984  —  Linda  Bailey  joined  by 

transfer  of  letter  from  the  St.  Matthews 

Lutheran  Church. 

Fred  and  Mary  Lou  Williams  joined  by 

transfer  from  the  Cleveland  Baptist 

Church. 
Oct.  21,  1984  —  Balph  Eugene  Moore 
united  by  transfer  from  the  Needmore 
Baptist  Church. 
Nov.  25,  1984  —  Mrs.  Lanny  Bost  was 
received  by  transfer  from  the  Milford 
Hills  United  Methodist  Church. 
Miss  Louise  Fleming  was  received  by 
transfer  from  Gospel  Light  Baptist 
Church. 


Derek  Bost,  Jon  Bowman,  Amy  Correll, 
Kim  Correll,  Jason  Hunter,  Carla 
Moore,  Jody  Perrell,  Wesley  Wetmore, 
and  Danny  Wright  were  received  by 
profession  of  faith. 

Apr.  21,  1985  —  David  Waller,  Jr. 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Shiloh 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Faith,  N.C. 

Sept.  19,  1985  —  Eva  Wetmore 
transferred  by  letter  to  the  Carmel 
Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. 

Oct.  6,  1985  —  Nancy  Wilkerson 
Robinson  transferred  by  letter  to 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Raleigh, 
N.C. 

July  7,  1985  —  Nell  Nichols  joined  by 
transfer  from  the  Murray  Hill 
Presbvterian  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

May  19,  1985  —  Glenda  Whitman 
received  by  transfer  of  letter. 

Dec.  15,  1985  —  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Barr, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Bendig,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gary  Eller,  and  Mrs.  Todd  (Mary) 
Moore  were  received  by  re-affirmation. 

Feb.  16,  1986  —  Darren  Hipp  received 
by  transfer  from  the  Maranatha  Bible 
Church. 

Mar.  30,  1986  —  Mrs.  Terry  (Yvonne) 
Etheridge  was  received  by  transfer  of 
letter  from  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  Salisbury. 

July  27,  1986  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Wilhelm  were  received  by  transfer  of 
membership  from  Haven  Lutheran 
Church,  Salisbury. 

Aug.  21,  1986  —  Danny  Lyerly 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Spencer. 

Oct.  12,  1986  —  Mrs.  Craig  Pugh  (Susan 
Owen)  was  transferred  by  letter  to  the 
New  Sterling  Associated  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  Stony  Point,  N.C. 

Nov.  16,  1986  —  Bobby  Whitesides  was 
received  by  transfer  from  the  Gays 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dec.  21,  1986  —  Carmen  Prevette, 
Cindy  Moore,  David  Correll,  Laura 
Eller  and  Treva  Padgett  were  united 
with  the  church  by  profession  of  faith. 
Mrs.  Gaye  Prevette  was  received  by 
transfer  from  the  Lebanon  Lutheran 
Church.  Herman  and  Rita  Bennett  were 
received  by  transfer  of  membership, 
Herman  Bennett  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mocksville,  and 
Rita  Bennett  from  Cleveland  Baptist 
Church. 

May  3,  1987  —  Lee  Whitesides  was 
received  by  profession  of  faith. 
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Aug.  23,  1987  —  Evelyn  Hand  Powlas 

was  received  by  re-affirmation  of  faith 

(died  Oct.  1,  1987). 
Sept.  6,  1987  —  Wesley  Wilson 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church,  Dalton,  Ga. 
Nov.  29,  1987  —  Steven  Correll,  Crystal 

Prevette  and  Jeff  Wetmore  joined  by 

profession  of  faith. 
Jan.  31,  1988  —  Mark  Wetmore 

transferred  by  letter  to  the  Thyatira 

Presbyterian  Church. 
Feb.  21,  1988  —  Herman  and  Pauline 

Arey  united  by  transfer  from  the 


Woodleaf  United  Methodist  Church. 
Mar.  20,  1988  —  Patti  S.  Lowman  joined 

by  transfer  from  the  Liberty  United 

Methodist  Church. 
Apr.  3,  1988  —  William  M.  Sedberry 

transferred  to  a  Baptist  Church  in 

Statesville. 

Doris  Sedberry  Masters  transferred  to 

the  North  Hills  Church. 
Apr.  10,  1988  —  Terry  Etheridge  united 

by  profession  of  faith. 

Linda  Sue  Moore  united  by  re- 
affirmation of  faith. 


UNITY  MEMBERSHIP  ROLL 

JUNE  24,  1988 

(Active  and  Inactive  Members) 

Total  328 

Active  255 

Inactive  73 


Adams,  Mrs.  Parker  (Glenda  Greer) 

Agner,  Kara  Lynn 

Allred,  Steve 

Allred,  Mrs.  Steve  (Susan) 

Arey,  Herman 

Arey,  Mrs.  Herman  (Pauline) 

Atwell,  Mrs.  Chris  (Betty  Owens) 

Bailey,  Fred  Bain 

Bailey,  Dr.  Hilda  Hart 

Bailey,  Robert  Wayne 

Bailey,  Mrs.  Robert  W  (Linda  Austin) 

Bailey,  William  Douglas 

Barr,  Dr.  John 

Barr,  Mrs.  John  (Jan) 

Belk,  Michael  Leonard 

Belk,  Sara  Rebecca 

Belk,  Steven  Ray  (Buck) 

Belk,  Mrs.  Steven  R.  (Colleen  Wilson) 

Bendig,  Al 

Bendig,  Mrs.  Al  (Debbie) 

Bennett,  Herman 

Bennett,  Mrs.  Herman  (Rita) 

Benson,  George  Sidney,  Jr. 

Benson,  Nathan  Neely 

Blake,  Virgil 

Bost,  Derek  Lanny 

Bost,  Fred 

Bost,  Mrs.  Fred  (Almeda) 

Bost,  Hobert 

Bost,  Mrs.  Hobert  (Kathi) 

Bost,  Richard 

Bost,  Robert  Franklin 

Bost,  Mrs.  Robert  (Mildred  Steele) 

Bost,  Robert  Lanny 

Bost,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  (Sandra  Foster) 


Bowers,  Mrs.  Janie  Wetmore 

Brown,  Carlisle 

Brown,  Janet 

Brown,  Joy 

Bowman,  Jon  Michael 

Byerly,  H.  E. 

Byerly,  Mrs.  H.  E.  (Mary  Lyerly) 

Carlton,  Mrs.  Joyce  Waller 

Cheek,  Mrs.  Maxie  (Mary  Elizabeth 

Nesbit) 
Click,  Mrs.  Oscar  S.  (Mae  Moore) 
Correll,  Amy  Lynn 
Correll,  Bryan  Edgar 
Correll,  David  Franklin 
Correll,  Mrs.  E.  T.,  Sr.  (Sadie  Sharp) 
Correll,  Eubert  Talton,  Jr. 
Correll,  Mrs.  Eubert  T.,  Jr.  (Linda) 
Correll,  James  Cecil 
Correll,  Kimberly  Lea 
Correll,  Mary  Edith 
Correll,  Russell  Lee 
Correll,  Mrs.  Russell  Lee  (Ruth) 
Correll,  Samuel  Edgar 
Correll,  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  (Gloria  Perrell) 
Correll,  Steven 
Coulter,  Flake  B. 

Coulter,  Mrs.  Flake  (Sarah  Bailey) 
Coulter,  Richard  Brandon 
Coulter,  Mrs.  Richard  (Elaine  Epperson) 
Dameron,  Ralph 

Dameron,  Mrs.  Ralph  (Jean  Wetmore) 
Dartt,  Mrs.  Jennifer  Carol  Kluttz 
Deal,  Carl  L. 
Deal,  Robert  Baxter 
Deal,  Mrs.  Robert  B.  (Martha  Lyerly) 
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Deal,  Traci  Lynette 

Dowell,  Walter 

Drendel,  Mrs.  Squire  (Jeane  Nesbit) 

Dwiggihs,  Mrs.  Morris  (Nora  Belle  Parks) 

Edson,  Mrs.  L.  W.  (Ruth  Bost) 

Eidson,  Mrs.  C.  O.  (Margaret  Bost) 

Elie,  Thelma  Powlas 

Eller,  Gary 

Eller,  Mrs.  Gary  (Lynnette) 

Eller,  Laura 

Enochs,  Mrs.  Timothy  G.  (Doris  Owens) 

Etheridge,  Terry 

Etheridge,  Mrs.  Terry  (Yvonne  Hincemon) 

Ewing,  Mrs.  Frank  (Lucille  Ervvin) 

Fleming,  Mrs.  A.  Henderson  (Eva  Nell) 

Fleming,  Christopher  Wayne 

Fleming,  Claudia  Louise 

Fleming,  David  Alexander 

Fleming,  Mrs.  David  A.  (Debbie  Leazer) 

Fleming,  Junius  S.,  Sr. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  J.  S.,  Sr.  (Pauline) 

Fleming,  Junius  S.,  Jr. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  J.  S.,  Jr.  (Karen  Cauble) 

Fleming,  Nathan 

Fleming,  Mrs.  Nathan  (Carol) 

Fleming,  Nathan  Scott 

Fleming,  Wilson  Krider 

Foster,  Mrs.  Bernard  (Irene) 

Foster,  Douglas 

Foster,  Mrs.  Edward  (Karen  Gray) 

Foster,  Mrs.  Kimberly  Ann  Fleming 

Foster,  Mrs.  Marie  Waller 

Foster,  Rebecca  A. 

Foster,  Ronald  Scott 

Gamble,  Mrs.  Quinn  L.  (Susan  Wetmore) 

Gardner,  Mrs.  Miriam  Bailey 

Godbey,  Mrs.  J.  A.  (Betty  Ratledge) 

Graham,  Mrs.  Charles  (Martha  J.  Benson) 

Gray,  James  Kenneth 

Gray,  Mrs.  James  Kenneth  (Arlene 

Shuping) 
Gray,  Stephen  Bruner 
Gray,  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  (Janet) 
Greer,  Mrs.  Gus  F,  Sr.  (Bessie  H.) 
Greer,  Gus  Frank,  Jr. 
Guice,  Mrs.  Mary  Nesbit 
Hall,  Becky  Rae 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Jill  Moore 
Henry,  Mrs.  David  Lee  (Jackie  Rentz) 
Hipp,  Darren 

Hipp,  Mrs.  Darren  (Annette  Wagner) 
Hodge,  Mrs.  Kathi  Ann  Perrell 
Holleman,  Edward  Ray 
Holt,  Harold  Benjamin 
Hunter,  Bobby 
Hunter,  Mrs.  Bobby  (Teresa) 
Hunter,  Jason  Kent 
Hurst,  Mrs.  Janie  Lee  Hart 
Hurst,  Margaret  Jean 
Huspeth,  Mrs.  Jean  Marie  Foster 


Hylton,  Mrs.  Bill  (Nancy  Talley) 

Jones,  Buford  F. 

Jones,  Howard  Preston 

Jordan,  Mrs.  J.  H.  (Patsy) 

Kellor,  Mrs.  Tania  Morris 

Kluttz,  Bruce  Hall 

Kluttz,  Bryan  Edward 

Kluttz,  Mrs.  Renae  Snyder 

Kluttz,  Robert  Keith 

Kluttz,  Mrs.  R.  K.  (Elizabeth  Wetmore) 

Kluttz,  Toni  Leigh 

Kluttz,  Mrs.  W.  B.  (Margie  Wetmore) 

Kluttz,  Walter  Bryan,  Jr. 

Kluttz,  Mrs.  W.  B'.,  Jr.  (Vera) 

Lefler,  Kim  L. 

Little,  Edna 

Little,  William 

Little,  Mrs.  William 

Lowman,  Patti  S. 

Lyerly,  Eubert  Craig 

Lyerly,  Mrs.  E.  C,  Sr.  (Evelyn) 

McCullough,  James  Ronald 

McCullough,  Mrs.  J.  R.  (Ann  Moore) 

McCullough,  James  Tracy 

McCullough,  Ronald  Craig 

McDaniel,  Dawn 

McDaniel,  James  G.,  Sr.  (Jay) 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  James  G.,  Sr.  (Carolyn 

Brown) 
McDaniel,  James  G.,  Jr.  (Jimmy) 

McDaniel,  Mrs.  Vickie  Williams 

Maddry,  Mrs.  Karen  Renee  Kluttz 

Menius,  Mrs.  Janice  Rebecca  Watson 

Moore,  Barron  O. 

Moore,  Mrs.  Barron  O.  (Dot) 

Moore,  Boyce  Stevenson,  Jr. 

Moore,  Mrs.  Bovce  S.,  Sr.  (Mary  Wetmore 
Cole) 

Moore,  Carl  Gilmer 

Moore,  Mrs.  Carl  G.  (Patsy) 

Moore,  Carla  Ruth 

Moore,  Charles  Stanley 

Moore,  Cindy 

Moore,  Eric  Allen 

Moore,  Mary  Ann  Link 

Moore,  Gregory  O. 

Moore,  James  Andy 

Moore,  James  Charles  (Jimmy) 

Moore,  J.  Douglas 

Moore,  Mrs.  Douglas  (Carolyn) 

Moore,  James  Milton 

Moore,  Mrs.  J.  Milton  (Virginia  Deal) 

Moore,  J.  Summers 

Moore,  Mrs.  J.  S.  (Nell  Kluttz) 

Moore,  R.  Barry 

Moore,  Ralph  Eugene 

Moore,  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  (Susan  Carol 
Dennis) 

Moore,  Ralph  G. 

Moore,  Mrs.  Ralph  G.  (Hester) 
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Moore,  Richard  Clarence 

Moore,  Mrs.  Richard  C.  (Linda  Sue) 

Moore,  Richard  Wayne 

Moore,  Mrs.  Richard  W.  (Sue  Richardson) 

Moore,  Ted 

Moore,  Todd 

Moore,  Mrs.  Todd  (Mary  Melchor) 

Moore,  Wallace 

Moore,  Mrs.  Wallace  (Ann) 

Morgan,  Joe 

Morgan,  Mrs.  Joe  (Barbara  Sue  Kluttz) 

Morgan,  Matthew  Keith 

Morgan,  Molly  Elizabeth 

Morgan,  Mrs.  S.  H.  (Nannie) 

Morris,  James  I.,  Jr. 

Morris,  Mrs.  James  I.,  Jr.  (Nona) 

Mowery,  Mrs.  Sandra  Bailey 

Myers,  Andy 

Myers,  Jimmy  H. 

Myers,  Mrs.  Jimmy  (Mary  Ellen  Click) 

Myers,  John  Howard 

Myers,  Kevin 

Myers,  Sherry 

Murdock,  Mrs.  Barbara  Jane  Wetmore 

Nesbit,  Bill 

Nesbit,  Mrs.  Bill  (Bonnie) 

Nesbit,  Joel  Talmadge 

Nesbit,  Talmadge 

Nesbit,  Mrs.  Talmadge  (Ruth  Branch 

Foster) 
Nichols,  Mrs.  William  M.  (Nell) 
Owen,  Norman  Ray 
Owen,  Mrs.  Sarah  Frances  Perrell 
Owens,  Joseph  Eugene 
Padgett,  Mrs.  Jamie  (Elizabeth  Ann 

Moore)  (Beth) 
Padgett,  Treva 
Parnell,  Jeffery 
Parnell,  Mrs.  Jeffery  (Lorianne  Marie 

Wetmore) 
Perrell,  Dean  Joseph 
Perrell,  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  (Vetra) 
Perrell,  Jody  Snider 
Perrell,  J.  Larry 

Perrell,  Mrs.  J.  Larry  (Mildred  Snider) 
Perrell,  Roger 
Perrell,  William  R.  (Willie) 
Perrell,  Mrs.  William  R.  (Barbara  Kepley) 
Prevette,  Carmen 
Prevette,  Crystal 
Prevette,  Mrs.  Gaye 
Price,  J.  B. 
Price,  Mrs.  J.  B.  (Jo) 
Reavis,  Mrs.  Oscar  (Mary  Frances  Holt) 
Riccardi,  Mrs.  Joe  (Cindy  Wetmore) 
Rice,  Graham  F 
Rice,  Mrs.  Graham  F  (Beverly) 
Sakovitch,  Mrs.  Jim  (Mary  Bailey) 
Shaver,  Mrs.  Jim  A.  (Sylvia  Powlas) 
Shaver,  Roy 


Shaver,  Willie  Arlene 

Sheets,  Mrs.  Eugene  F  (Eunice  Click) 

Sheets,  Joel  Kent 

Sheets,  Michael  Eugene 

Shoaf,  Mrs.  Sally  Renee  Owen 

Shumaker,  Mrs.  Alex  (Patricia  Lynn 

Wetmore) 
Smith,  Mrs.  John  (Carolyn  Wetmore) 
Talley,  Mrs.  Clarence  (Virginia  Fleming) 
Theis,  Robert 
Thompson,  Lucille 
Trent,  Mrs.  Ed  (Virginia  Lyerly) 
Wagner,  Christy  Roland 
Wagner,  Mrs.  C.  R.  (Johnsie  Sue  Moore) 
Wagner,  James  Kevin 
Wagner,  James  Wandle 
Wagner,  Mrs.  J.  Wandle  (Sharon  Goble) 
Wagner,  John  Mark 
Wagner,  Scotty 
Wagner,  W.  Roland 
Wagner,  Mrs.  W.  Roland  (Margaret 

Williams) 
Waller,  George  David 
Waller,  Mrs.  G.  David  (Shelby  Ervin) 
Waller,  George  H. 
Waller,  Mrs.  George  H.  (Cornelia) 
Waller,  Mark 
Ward,  Harry 

Ward,  Mrs.  Harry  (Frances  Raney) 
Ward,  Lorna  Virginia 
Watson,  Arthur  W. 
Watson,  Donald  Kluttz 
Watson,  Mrs.  Donald  K.  (Jane  Morgan) 
Watson,  Joseph  Arthur  (Artie) 
Watson,  Mrs.  J.  A.  (Elizabeth  Gail 

Wetmore) 
Watson,  Miriam  Estelle 
Weaks,  Chester  A. 
Weaks,  Mrs.  Chester  (Ruth  Lyerly) 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  Charles  Harold  (Mary 

Lee) 
Wetmore,  Clarence  Heber 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  Dorothy  O. 
Wetmore,  Edward  Hall 
Wetmore,  Edwin  Jerry 
Wetmore,  James  Robert,  Sr. 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  J.  R.,  Sr.  (Julia  Lyerly) 
Wetmore,  James  Robert,  Jr.  (Robbie) 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  J.  R.,  Jr.  (Peggy  Eagle) 
Wetmore,  Jeffrey 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  Milton  (Margie) 
Wetmore,  Roger  Lawrence 
Wetmore,  Thomas  H.,  Jr. 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  Thomas  H.,  Jr.,  (Becky 

Hawkins) 
Wetmore,  Wesley  Hugh 
Wetmore,  William  Spence,  Sr. 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  W.  S.,  Sr.,  (Iva  Moore) 
Wetmore,  William  S.,  Jr. 
Wetmore,  Mrs.  W  S.,  Jr.  (Nancy  Miller) 
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White,  Mrs.  Hazel  Owens 

Whitesides,  Bobby 

Whitesides,  Mrs.  Bobbie  (Donnie) 

Whitesides,  William  Lee  Roy 

Whitman,  Mrs.  Glenda 

Wilhelm,  Jack 

Wilhelm,  Mrs.  Jack  (Mildred) 

Wilkerson,  Dr.  Joseph  L. 

Wilkerson,  Mrs.  J.  L.  (Estelle  Isenhour) 

Williams,  C.  C,  Jr. 

Williams,  Mrs.  C.  C,  Jr.  (Peggy  Lyerly) 

Williams,  Charles  Steven 

Williams,  Mrs.  Earl  (Virginia  Greer) 

Williams,  Fred 

Williams,  Mrs.  Fred  (Mary  Lou) 

Williams,  James  Christy 


Williams,  Leonard 

Williams,  Mrs.  Leonard  (Loma) 

Williams,  Mrs.  Lois  Mildred  Williams 

Williams,  Michael  Ray 

Williams,  Mrs.  Neal  (Miriam  Lyerly) 

Williams,  Robert  Allen 

Williams,  Robert  Franklin 

Williams,  Mrs.  Robert  F  (Frankie) 

Wilson,  Roger 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Roger  (Kate) 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Willard  (Helen  Stewart) 

Wright,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Kay  McDaniel 

Wright,  Danny  Ray 

Young,  Mrs.  Lester  (Joyce  Greer) 

Zinter,  Mrs.  Mel  (Judith  Sedberry) 


BAPTISM  ROLLS 

UNITY  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

WOODLEAF,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

1838-1988 

Below  are  the  Baptism  Records  for  Unity  Presbyterian  Church  from 
May,  1838,  through  May,  1988,  —  a  period  of  150  years.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  no  records  of  baptisms  performed  here  prior  to  1838.  The 
records  below  are  a  compilation  of  entries  in  the  Minutes  of  Session,  and 
Baptism  Rolls  included  in  our  Session  Books.  This  register  was  compiled 
by  Mrs.  Frankie  Greer  Monteith  of  Brevard,  North  Carolina,  former 
member  of  this  church,  and  Reverend  David  L.  Henry,  current  pastor. 
We  are  deeply  grateful  for  the  hours  of  work  Mrs.  Monteith  put  into 
reading  through  the  Session  Minutes  from  1838  through  1963,  in  order 
to  compile  this  list. 

There  are,  certainly,  some  errors  and  omissions  in  this  list.  It  reflects 
the  information  available  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  Baptism  records 
were  not  always  kept  as  accurately  as  they  might  have  been,  and  during 
some  periods  —  most  notably  the  early  1900's  —  we  have  no  records 
available.  Even  in  more  recent  years  some  baptisms  were  not  recorded. 
It  is  the  hope  of  the  Bicentennial/History  Committee  of  Unity  that  if  you 
have  information  about  a  baptism  performed  here,  and  not  recorded  on 
this  list,  or  if  you  have  information  which  shows  an  error  in  this  list,  that 
you  will  bring  such  to  our  attention,  that  we  might  make  necessary 
corrections  in  our  records,  and  in  further  publications. 

Whenever  the  names  of  the  parents  are  recorded  in  the  records,  we 
have  recorded  them  on  this  list.  This  was  not  always  done,  and  in  some 
early  records  the  parents  were  named,  but  not  the  child  or  children 
baptized!  The  abbreviations  d/o  (for  "daughter  of")  and  s/o  (for  "son 
of")  are  used  in  this  listing. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  that  He  has  allowed  this  congregation  to  be 
involved  in  the  Christian  nurture  of  those  listed  here  —  and  so  many 
others  —  throughout  these  two  hundred  years! 
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THE  REGISTER  OF  BAPTISMS 


May 


Aug.  11 

Aug.  22 
Sept.  8 


Jan.  27 
Mar.  24 

Apr.  13 

Apr.  14 
Apr.  27 

May  26 

July  28 

Aug.  11 

illegible 
date 


Apr.  12 


Apr. 

25 

Aug. 

9 

Aug. 

22 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

28 

June 

13 

July 

25 

1838 
Infant  s/o  Mrs.  Thompson 
Infant  of  Mary,  serv  of  T.  Wood 
Infant  of  Jesse  Marlin 
Infant  of  Mrs.  Cranford 
Infant  of  Edmund  Rice 
Five  children  of  Eliza,  serv  of 

Mr.  Tw 

Melinda  Ann  Lyerly 
Children  of  Mrs.  Tra 


1839 
Geo.  Albert,  infant  s/o  Mr.  An- 
drew Gray 

Harriet  Isabella,  infant  d/o  Ja- 
cob Lyerly,  Jr. 

Phillip  Scott  and  Sarah  Ann,  in- 
fants of  Mary  Gales 
Mary  Ann,  infant  of  Mr.   S.K. 
Culbertson 

Sophia  Barbara  Turner  (adult) 
Leanna  (adult),  serv  of  Mr.  T 
Wood 

Martha  Isabella  and  Wm.  Scott 
(black),  infants  of  James  Tho- 
mason  and  Sandy,  a  serv  of 
Thomas  Wood 

Patterson  Chambers,  infant  s/o 
Mrs.  T  Cranford 
Amos  Alexander,  infant  s/o  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Campble 
Alexander,  serv 


1840 
Lydia  Jane,  d/o  Edmund  and  J. 
Rice 

Sarah  Elizabeth,  infant  d/o  An- 
drew Gray 

Matthew  Locke,  infant  s/o  Cle- 
meth  B.  Dickson 
Mary  Ann  Lavena,  infant  d/o 
Mrs.  Sarah  Boston 
Lucy  (adult),  serv  of  G.  Thoma- 
son 

Wm.  Alexander,  infant  s/o 
Mary,  a  serv  of  Thomas  Wood 
John  Henry,  infant  s/o  Mr.  John 
Fraley 

1841 
Abner  Locke,   infant  s/o  Mrs. 
Fanny  Cranford 
Thomas    Spencer    and    Re- 
beckah,   infants   of  Jacob   and 
Mary  Lyerly 

Joseph  Alexander,  infant  s/o 
Mr.  Edmund  Rice 
Catharine  Satiny,  infant  d/o  Al- 
ice, serv  of  S.  Culbertson 


Aug.  8         Mary  Ann,  infant  d/o  Abraham, 

slave  of  Mr.  Luckey 
Sept.  26      Mary  Jane  (b.8-13-1841)  infant 

d/o  Mr.  James  Thomason 

1842 
Jan.  23        James  Andrew   (b.l  1-6-1842) 

infant  s/o  Andrew  and  Mary 

Gray 
Feb.  13       Wm.  Wesley  (b. 10-1 1-1841) 

infant  s/o  John  C.  and  Sophia 

Miller 
May  27        Mary  Emaline   (b. 1-19-1842) 

infant  d/o  John  and  Mary  Lyerly 
June  12       Julia  Avaline,  infant  d/o  Henry 

H.  Pence  and  wife 

Harriet  Senia,  infant  d/o  Sandy 

and  wife,   slaves  of  Thomas 

Wood 
June  26       Mary  Elizabeth,  infant  d/o  Cle- 

meth  B.  Dickson  and  wife 


1843 
May  27       Wm.  Turner  (b. 9-25-1833) 
James  Wily  (b.l  1-4-1835) 
Margaret  Rebeckah   (b.  1-17- 
1838) 

Jesse  Pinkney  (9-11-1840) 
Elizabeth   Camaline   (b.1-19- 
1842)  children  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Thomason 
June  11       Margaret  Semantha  infant  d/o 

John  Boston 
July  10        Zilpha  Jane,   infant  d/o  Abra- 
ham and  Linda  serv 


1844 

Nov.  26       Mr.  John  Lyerly  and  Jude,  serv 

Apr.  26       Mary  Catharine  (b. 2-29-1844) 
infant  d/o  Andrew  Gray 
Rufus  Madison  (b. 2-27-1844) 
infant  s/o  James  Thomason 
Eli  Fisher  (b.12-19-1843)  in- 
fant s/o  John  C.  Miller 

Apr.  27        Pinkney   Hall,   infant   of  Mary 
Gales 

June  23       John   Cowan   (b. 3-5-1844)   in- 
fant s/o  John  Lyerly 

Sept.  27      Susan  Sophia  (b. 7-30-1844)  in- 
fant d/o  Jacob  Lyerly 

Nov.  24       James  L.  (b. 7-30-1 844) 
Wm.  A.  (b.9-1 1-1832) 
Mary  C.  (b.9-22-1837) 
Sarah  E.  (b.3-28-1835) 
Benjamin  F.  (b.3-27-1842) 
John  N.  (b.2-27-1844) 
children   of  Mrs.   Margaret 
Thompson 
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1845 

Jan.  5  Jesse  Franklin   (b. 10-8-1844) 

infant  s/o  John  Boston 

Apr.  26  John  Berton  (b.9-15-1844)  in- 
fant s/o  J.  Cicero  and  Sarah 
Foard 

July  27        Thomas  Hellard  (adult) 

Geo.  Richard  and  Mary  Catha- 
rine, children  of  Thomas  Hel- 
lard 

Aug.  10  Win.  Gillespie  (b. 3-22-1 845) 
s/o  Edmund  Rice 

1846 

Mar.  21       Joseph  Gillespie  (b.  1-7-1846) 
infant  of  Andrew  Gray 
Phillosipher  Columbus  infant 
s/o  John  C.  Miller 

July  5  Margaret  Catharine  (dead)  in- 

fant d/o  Elizabeth  Lyerlv 

Sept.  13  Julia  Virginia  (b.6-26-1846)  in- 
fant d/o  John  Marlin 

Nov.  8  Wm.  Gray  (b.9-6-1846)  infant 
s/o  James  and  Marv  Watson 

Dec.  13  Wm.  Preston  (b. 10-16-1846) 
infant  s/o  John  Boston 

1847 
Jan.  24        Mary  Catharine  (b.8-10-1846) 

d/o  J.C.  and  Sarah  Foard 
Sept.  26.     William  Cowan  s/o  John  Ripult 
Oct.  23       John  C.  Foard  (adult) 
James  Watson  (adult) 
James  F.  s/o  James  Watson 
John  Perry  s/o  James  Watson 

1848 

Apr.  8  Frances  Victor,  infant  of  John  C. 

Miller 

June  25       Infant  s/o  John  and  Mary  Lyerly 

Sept.  24  Robert  Hubbard  s/o  Cicero  and 
Sarah  Foard 

Oct.  22  Margaret  Ann  infant  d/o  An- 
drew and  Mary  Gray 

Oct.  28        Ezekial,  serv  of  Mrs.  R.  Cowan 

1849 

Apr.  8  Sarah  Jane  infant  of  John  and 
Marlin 

Apr.  22  Margaret,  serv  of  Mr.  T.B.  Wood 
Ede,  serv  of  Miss  Kitty  Gray 

Aug.  26       Jefferson,  serv  of Cowan 

Nov.  1 1  John  Weslev  infant  of  Mrs.  No- 
lay 

1850 
May  21        Amy,  serv  of  Mr.  T.  Wood 
June  10       Infant  of  July  (serv  of  T.  Todd 
and  his  wife  Margaret) 

1851 
Feb.  10       Robert  Hall  infant  s/o  Andrew 
and  Mary  Gray 


Feb.  24 

Apr.  13 
Oct.  25 


Oct.  17 


May  2 
May  15 

Aug.  20 

May  6 
Sept.  2 

Oct.  20 

Dec.  1 


May  3 

Oct.  18 

May  24 
July  5 

Aug.  16 


Margaret  Jane  infant  d/o  J.C. 
and  Sarah  Foard 

Livinia,  serv  of  Mr. 

Giles  Ashby  infant  of  John  C. 
Miller 

1852 
Mary  (or  Margaret)  d/o  Daniel 
and  Jane  M.  Wood 
Richard  Lock  s/o  Daniel  and 
Jane  M.  Wood 

Thomas  s/o  Daniel  and  Jane  M. 
Wood 

Francis,  s/o  Margaret  (serv  of  T 
Wood) 

1853 
Thomas  Chaemus  s/o  Andrew 
and  Mary  Gray 

Charles  Wiley  s/o  John  C.  and 
Sarah  W.  Foard 
John  Gillespie  s/o  Daniel  and 
Lydia  Culbertson 
Laura  Elizabeth  infant  d/o  H.C. 
and  M.I.  Gillan 

1855 
Miss  Mary  Cowan 
Robert  Hall  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Ripult 

Susan  Annabella,  d/o  Andrew 
and  Mary  Gray 

Charles  Albert  child  of  Daniel 
and  Jane  Wood 

Ella  Clarenture  child  of  Daniel 
and  Jane  Wood 

1856 
Elizabeth  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  Culbertson 
Robert  Andrew  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  James  Watson 
Phillip  L.  Beeker 

1857 
Mrs.  Amercia  Hart 
Harriet,  serv  of  J.C.  Foard 
Sarah  Emaline  d/o  John  and 
Martha  Foster 

John  Knox  s/o  S.S.  and  Char- 
lotte Culbertson 
Jane  Agusta  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  Wood 

(The  following  are  copied  as 
they  appear  in  the  original,  no 
commas) 

Henry  Clay  Elija  Isabella  chil- 
dren of  Sandy  and  Bella  Isabella 
Brent  child  of  Mitchel  and  Amy 
Louiza  Jane  Sally  Nancy  and 
Amanda  children  of  Emaline 
Remus  and  Vina  Elizabeth  chil- 
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dren  of  Leanna  Henry  Loutta 

Francis  erina  Daniel  Spen-        Apr.  23 

cer,  children  of  Alexander.  All 
servants  of  Daniel  Wood. 
Elizabeth  Ann  Jane  d/o  Mr. 
Benson 
Sept.  27      Louisu   Saphira  Henry  Brown        May  6 
Madeson  Linsey  and  Luther 
Jonathan,   children   of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Armfield  (no  commas  in 
original) 

1858 
Jan.  10        Miss  M.A.  Todd 

Miss  M.A.  Lyerly 

Miss  M.E.  Todd 

Feb.  Miss  Rebecca  Swisher 

June  26       Sarah  Young  d/o Marga- 
ret Y.  Foard 

Joseph  Owens  s/o  Phillip  L.  and 

Jane  Beeker 
Aug.  8         Richard  Andrew  s/o  James  and 

Mary  Watson 

James  Gillespie  s/o  Richard  and 

Fanny  Culbertson 
Sept.  18      John  W.  Gullet 

Charlotte  Gullet 

Miss  Nancy  E.  Smith 

Jane  E.  Thompson 

Hannah  (serv  of  B.S.  Krider) 

Marcus  (serv  of  John  M.  Per- 

vine) 

1859 
Feb.  15       Two  children  of  Mrs.  Lyerly 
May  7  Maria  Cowan  d/o  R.S.  and  M.C. 

Keider 

Mary  Frances  d/o Lyerly 

James  Wilson  s/o  Allison  Pen- 

ninger 

John  Houston  s/o  H.C.  Gillean 
July  30        Henry  Lock  s/o  John   C.   and 

Margaret  Foard 
July  30        Robert,  Mary,  Stewart,  Richard 

and  Catharine,  Children  of 

Harriet,  serv  of  J.C.  Foard 
Sept.  27      Martha  Ciny   d/o   of  Mr.    and 

Mrs.  Kirkpatrick 
Sept.  28      Benjamin  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Clampet 

1860 
Feb. Richard  s/o  Richard  and  Fanny 

Culbertson 
Mar.  31        Benjamin  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Clampett 
Aug.  26       Robert,  John  Franklin  and  Alice 

Anable  children  of  Mr.  nd  Mrs. 

Daniel  Penninger 
Oct.  14        Mr.  T.  Lock  Thompson 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mary  Catharine  ay     " 

Benson 


June  15 
Aug.  10 

Sept.  16 
Nov.  15 

Mar.  12 

June  11 
Oct.  22 

Nov.  27 

July  3 


Feb.  25 
June  1 


June  24 


Oct.  27 


1861 
Mary   Ann   d/o   Mr.    and   Mrs. 
Lock  Thompson 
Sally  Jane  d/o  Mrs.  Otha  Lyerly 

1862 
Alice  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Watson 

John  Lock  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.L. 
Thompson 

Sarah  Jane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Thompson 

John  Henry s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Philip  Beeker 

Jane  Catharine  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Nelson  Penninger 

Richard  Franklin  and  John 

Lindsay  children  of  Lindsay 

and  Sarah  Morgan 

Lydia  Ann   d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 

Nelson  Penninger 

Isaac  A.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otha 

Lyerly 

1864 
Wm.  Cowan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowan  Gillean 
Sarah  and  Charlotte  Lyerly 
Harriet  Freeman  (colored) 
Julia  Freeman  (colored) 
Frank  and  Emily,  serv  residing 
with  T  File 
(year  unknown) 
Ann  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindsay 

1866 
Elizabeth  (colored) 
Miss  Meriah  C.  Todd, 
Mr.  Giles  Rainey 
Doctor  Theodore 
Andrew  Jackson 
Bettie  Elizabeth 
Fannie  Melissa,  all  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rainy 
Lucinda  Rainy 

Richard  Correll  and  Grissy  his 
wife  and  Ann  Bowing  with  J. P. 
Marlin  (copied  as  written  in 
original) 

Jesse  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foard 

Joseph  Graham  s/o  Mrs.  Lyerly 
Mary  Lundie  d/o  T.L.  and  N. 
Thompson 

Jesse  Franklin  s/o  H.C.  and 

Gillean 

J.C.  Towel  (adult) 

1867 
Mary  Ester  d/o  Mrs.  Sarah  Ben- 
son 
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June  16 
Aug.  18 

Oct.  27 


Apr.  26 


Apr.  25 
Mav  29 


Aug.  29 
Oct.  31 


June  1 1 


Oct.  15 


Mav  12 


Nov.  10 


Wm.  Flinn  s/o  Mr.  H.C.  Gillean 

Mary  Almeda 

Sarah  Elizabeth 

Margaret  Isabella 

William  McGruder  all  children 

of  Mrs.  Margaret  Lucas 

Mr.  Andrew  Gullet  (adult) 

Sarah  Ann  d/o  Mary  Barber 

Minnie  May  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  G.  Watson 

John  Henry  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Andrew  Gullet 

Minnie  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 

Hart 

1868 
Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Carson 
John  Lock  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Carson 

Thomas  Lee  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lock  Thompson 
Wm.  Alexander  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  S.S.  Benson 

1869 
Wm.  Christian  s/o  Mr. 


Lydia  Ann  d/o  H.C.  Gillean 

Lydia  Ann   Mary  Ger_et   and 

Wm.  Henry 

children   of  Mr.   and   Mrs.    D. 

Penninger  (no  commas) 

Edward  Alexander  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Edward  Barber 

George  Locke  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  G.  Rice 

Mary  Laurince  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  G.  Watson 

Elizabeth  Morgan  (adult) 

1870 
Joseph  Cowan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  Thompson 

Jane  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Carson 

Mary  Augusta  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  File 

Robert  Stephens  s/o  S.S.  Ben- 
son 

John  Cleland  s/o  Mrs.  Maggie 
Fowler 

1872 
Anna  Lee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
Lyerly 

Nancy  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Andrew  Gullet 
Ella  Young  d/o  Mrs.   Maggie 
Fowler 

James  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.G. 
Watson 


1873 
May  23        Jane  Eliza  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A. 

Hart 

Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  S.S.  Benson 
Aug.  9         Charlotte  Cora  d/o  Mrs.  Mary 

Holt 

1874 

May  17        John  Nelson  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Penninger 

Kate   Foard   d/o   Mrs.    Maggie 
Fowler 

Sept.  20      Miss  Fannie  Thomas  (adult) 
Miss  Mary  Thomas  (adult) 
Lydia  Jane  d/o  T.L.  Thompson 

Oct.  18        Cornelia  Jane  d/o  Samuel  Ben- 
son 

1875 

Feb.  11        Elizabeth  Genola  d/o  Daniel 
Penninger 

May  29        Charlotte  Ann  d/o  Mrs.  Mary 
Kluttz 

Mary  Bell  d/o  Mary  Holt 
William  Cowan  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Carson 
John  Foster  (adult) 
Geo.  W  Fowler  (adult) 
Mary  Isabella  Kluttz  (adult) 

1876 
Apr.  14        Sethelle  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd 
June  18       Margaret  Emeline  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Calvin  Kluttz 
Nov.  5         Annie  Florence  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Caleb  Penninger 

1877 
May  4  Ellen  Catharine  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  A. A.  Hart 

John  Christopher  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Wm.  Lyerly 
June  27       Jassie  Roberts  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Geo.  Fowler 
July  1  Sarah  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Wm.  Rice 
July  15        Cornelia  d/o  Rev.  Hugh  Strong 
Oct.  20       Julia  Ann  Thompson  (adult) 

Nestor  Rosena  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Thomas  Lyerly 

James  Kerr  s/o  Mrs.  Mary  Holt 

1878 
May  4  John  Calvin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Calvin  Klutz 

Maggie  Cornelia  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  T  Lock  Thompson 

Lois  d/o  Rev.   R.W.   and  Mrs. 

Boyd 

Thomas  L.  Gullet  (adult) 
Oct.  19        Cora  Louisa  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  Thompson 
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May  9 


May  10 


Sept.  14 


Oct.  26 

Nov.  9 


Mar.  28 
May  22 


Aug.  22 
Oct.  22 

Oct.  23 

May  6 
Oct.  22 


1880 
Samuel  Boyd  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Willie  Powlas 

Samuel  Barksdale  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Fowler 
Cicero  Foard  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fowler 

Minnie  Bell  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  S.  Whitman 
John   Phiny   (sic)   s/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Jesse  P.  Thomason 
Mary  Jane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ca- 
leb Penninger 

Margaret  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Radford  Bailey 
Geo.  Gilbert  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geo.  R.  McNeill 
Chalmers  H.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Houston  Gillean 

1881 
Jassie  May  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
James  Lawrence 
Franklin  Edgar  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Correll 

Maude  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
Carson 

Rufus  Floyd  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Thompson 
George  Alison  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J. P.  Thomason 


Oct.  8 


Oct.  22 


1879 
Martin  Rockwell   s/o   Mr.   and        Apr.  8 
Mrs.  Geo.  McNeill 
Robt.   Boyd  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Carson 

Julia  Eleanor  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.G.  Watson 

Mary  Catharine  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Radford  Bailey 
Cora  Houston  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Houston  Carson 
Laura  Ann  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Wilhelm 

John  Dent  (adult) 
Martin  Jones  (adult) 
Jane  Rex  (adult) 
Margaret  E.  Rex  (adult) 
Julia  Ann  Murph  (adult) 
Laura  B.  Thompson  (adult) 
Sarah  L.  Penninger  (adult) 
Nannie  McNett  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Lippard 
Robbie  Clement  d/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  John  Dent 
Mr.  Ann  Plummer  (adult) 
A.  Leroy  Powlas  (adult) 
Sarah  Jane  Murph  (adult) 
Nora  Jane  Fry  (adult) 
Alonzo  Lock  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Lippard 


1882 
John  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T  Lock  Thompson 
Laura  Louisa  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Lippard 

Desda  Catharine  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Houston  Gillean 
Sarah  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Caleb  Penninger 
Walter  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radford 
Bailey 

Alonzo  Lee  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Shelton  Whitman 
Grace  Elbse  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  D.  Lawrence 


1883 
Apr.  22        Warren  Kirland  s/o   Mr.   G.R. 

McNeill 
July  8  Jesse  Floyd  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. P. 

Thomason 

Orew   (sic)   d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 

Thomas  Lyerly 
Apr.  27        Anna  Osborn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Geo.  Fowler 
Oct.  29       Mrs.  Nancy  Menis  (adult) 

Miss  Margaret  Ann  Menis 

(adult) 


1884 

May Ira  Thomason  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.B.  Bailey 

Nola  Blanch  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  Carson 

1884 
May Lottie  Gray  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.D.  Lawrence 

Josie  Belle  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 

Gillean 
Aug.  27       Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  B.F  Clampet 

Thomas  Alexander  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  B.F.  Clampet 

Hettie  Almeda  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

B.F.  Clampet 

Benjamin  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  B.F.  Clampet 

Margaret  Catharine  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  B.F  Clampet 

Gustavus  Alison  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  B.F.  Clampet 

Rosa  Hall  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.F. 

Clampet 
Oct.  1 1        James  Walter  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

T.L.  Thompson 

1885 
Aug.  23       John  Thompson  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Whitman 
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1886 

Mar.  14       Sarah  Wood  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geo.  Fowler 

Apr.  1 1        Jesse  Floyd  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jo- 
nas Lippard 

Apr.  25        Lillie  d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs.   W.F 
Rice 

Mary  Catharine  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  J. P.  Thomason 
Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Henry  Lippard 

May  9         Mary  Getum  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.W.  Culbertson 

Oct.  23        Margaret  Thomas  d/o  Mrs.  Lau- 
ra Barge r 

Mary  Catharine  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Win.  Thompson 
Addie  Elizabeth   d/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Thompson 

1887 
Mar.  13       George  Howard  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Geo.  Fowler 
Mav  7  Adam  Oscar  Talmage  s/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  C.E.  Nesbit 

Jesse  Hellard  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

T  Lock  Thompson 
Mav  7  Earnest  Daniel  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

A.A.  File 

Orin  Weldon  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

A.A.  File 

Geo.  Fralev  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

A.A.  File 

Man   Butler  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

A.A.'  File 
July  24        Wm.  Walter  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Shelton  Whitman 
Sept.  11      Emma  Louisa  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jonas  Lippard 
Oct.  22        Watt  Talmage  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  D.  Penninger 

1888 

Jan.  Mary  Lee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 

Powlas 

Apr.  1  Geo.  Hubbard  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.B.  Bailey 

May  30        Joel  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Caleb  Penninger 

June  9         Raymond  Clifton  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Henry  Lippard 
Jane  Isabel  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. P. 
Thomason 

Nov.  11       Elizabeth  Rhidenhour  (adult) 

Nov.  25       Mary  A.  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel Wetmore 

1889 
Apr.  28        Walter  Ugene  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jonas  Lippard 
May  24        Beulah  Belle  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

W.D.  Penninger 


Laura  Ada  d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Wm.  Thompson 
Bessie  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs.  T.L. 
Thompson 

Florence  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.F. 
Rice 

Jessie  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Geo.  Powlas 

Audrey    s/o    Mr.    and    Mrs. 
McGruder  Lucas 
Oct.  19       John   Harrington   s/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Samuel  Wetmore 

1890 
Jan.  26        Clarence  McCloud  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.H.  Gillean 
Mary  Agnes  (twin) 
Carry   Bell   (twin)   children   of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Lyerly 

1890 
Nov.  7         Sallie  Irene  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.L.  Thompson 

1891 
Apr.  23        Joseph  Cowan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Shelton  Whitman 

Allen  Franklin  s/o  Wm.  Rice 
Apr.  26        Wm.  Ramsay  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.K.  Culbertson 

Margaret  Ann  Isabella  d/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Geo.  Powlas 

Margaret   Hallie   d/o   Mr.    and 

Mrs.  John  Graham 
Sept.  1         Annie  Irene  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Henry  Lippard 
Sept.  13      Willie  F  Shaver  (adult) 

Maggie  Belle  Shaver  (adult) 
Oct.  24       James  Edward  s/o  Rev  and  Mrs. 

C.  Miller 

Mary  Scales  d/o  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

C.  Miller 

Willie  Arthur  Adam  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  John  L.  Graham 

Eva  Ida  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

L.  Graham 
Oct.  25        Sally  Boyd  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

A.A.  File 

Nancy  Dellcing  Humphreys 

(adult) 

Rosa  Salina  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  Thompson 

1892 
Oct.  2  Joseph  Hale  (adult) 

Miss  Nettie  Elliott  (adult) 
James  Knox  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ja- 
cob S.  Graham 

David  Miller  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Penninger 
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1893 
Feb.  26       Leo  Hart  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.K. 

Culbertson 
Apr.  8  Miles  Palmer  s/o  Rev.  M.A.  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 

Annie  Lee  d/o  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

M.A.  Henderson 
June  11       Angus  Clara  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Magruder  Lucas 

Grace  Anderson   d/o   Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Henry  Lippard 

Hugh  Marcellus  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  R.B.  Bailey 

John  Adam  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Geo.  Powlas 

1894 
Mar.  7         Walter  Lee  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Daniel  Lyerly 
May  12       Eddie  Ross  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Shelton  Whitman 

Alma  Sallie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Luther  Klutz 

Fannie  Ester  Badger  d/o  Mrs. 

Nesbit 

Lela  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther 

Ritchie 
May  27        Michael  B.  Dickson  (adult) 
June  24       Charlotte  Fraley  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  J.K.  Culbertson 
July  7  Jesse  Frank  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Willie  Shaver 
Oct.  12        Jesse  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Houston  Gillean 
Oct.  28        Gladis  Angustus  d/o  Rev.   and 

Mrs.  Henderson 
Nov.  24       Clyde  Hall  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Hape  Brown 

1895 
Mar.  10       John   Henderson   s/o   Mr.    and 

Mrs.  Jonas  Lippard 
Mar.  21       Daniel  Allen  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Willie  Isenhour 
Mar.  23       Emily  Isabel  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

James  Lawrence 
May  11        James  Clyde  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  Wilhelm 
Aug.  9         Samuel  B.  Segraves 

1896 

Feb.  20  Marion  Graham  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Lyerly 

Mar.  18  Richard  Guy  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.K.  Culbertson 

Aug.  2  Rosa  Belle  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ca- 
leb Penninger 

1897 
May  15       Mary  Lottie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Shaver 

James  Alvin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Shaver 


May  16        Ralph   Arrowood  s/o   Mr.   and 

Mrs.  John  Wilhelm 
Sept.  —     Ossie  May   d/o  Mrs.   Sarah 

Thompson 

Robert  Lee   s/o   Mrs.   Sarah 

Thompson 

Charles  Gilbert  s/o  Mrs.  Sarah 

Thompson 

Ruth   Isabella  d/o   Mrs.   Sarah 

Thompson 

Lois  Hazel  d/o  Mrs.   Sarah 

Thompson 
Oct.  4  Harriet  Louise  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

WD.  Penninger 
Dec.  4         Jane   Eliza  d/o   Mr.    and   Mrs. 

Isaac  Lyerly 

Wm.   Lock   s/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 

John  Rex 

John  Frank  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

John  Rex 

Rosa  Vardell  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  Rex 

1898 

Apr.  29  Samuel  Wm.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hape  Brown 

Apr.  30  Mary  Eviline  d/o  Mr.  Luther 
Klutz 

Helen  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rad  Bai- 
ley 

Lydia  Louise  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Lyerly 

1899 

July  2  Benjamin  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Jacob  Graham 

July  16  Burton  Layfaette  s/o  Nettie 
Jones 

Sept.  3  Jay  Ralph  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
ry G.  Lippard 

1900 
May  6  Walter  Fraley  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  Shaver 

Willie  Arlene  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wm.  Shaver 
Sept.  Nannie  Margaret  d/o  Thomas 

and  Nola  Thompson 

Wm.  Henry  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

McGruder  Lucas 

Benjamin  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Sam  Segraves 
Sept.  29      Julia  Gordon  d/o  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Robt.  Arrowood 

Walter  Bryan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Luther  Klutz 
Oct.  6  Susan  Ella  d/o  Miss  Bettie  Har- 

rison 

1901 
Jan.  20        Robert  Glen  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jno.  K.  Culbertson 
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June  2 
Oct.  6 

Mar. 

Apr.  

Aug.  3 

May  12 

May  29 
July 


Aug.  6 
Sept.  30 


Oct.  1 


Oct.  15 


June  2 


Feb.  11 


Oct.  31 


May  1 


Maud   Elizabeth   d/o   Mr.    and 
Mrs.  Wood  Lyerly 
Fannie  May  Penninger 

1902 
Kerr  Heithman  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Wilhelm 

Miriam  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.K. 
Culbertson 

Lois  May  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
W.M.  Lucas 

1906 
Miss  Jessie  L.  Graham 

1910 
Ralph  Clenton  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Lippard 

Lelia  McKinney   d/o   Mr.    and 
Mrs.  N.N.  Fleming 

1911 
D.C.  Perrell  (adult) 
Mrs.  Bessie  McKinney 
Albert  Henderson  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  N.N.  Fleming 
Robt.  Keith  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
L.C.  Kluttz 

Wm.  Eugene  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jno.  B.  Davis 

Sterling  Moore  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.S.  Brown 

Ruth  Velma  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.S.  Moore 

Walter  Glenn  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Claudius  Harrison 
Margaret  Katrina  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Claudius  Harrison 
Cornelius  Thompson  s/o  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.A.  Lyerly 
Allie  Ruth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.B. 
Seagraves 

Mary  Ramsay  Hart  (adult) 
Pauline  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will 
Shaver 

1912 
Lucile  d/o   Mr.   and  Mrs.   J.T. 
Thompson 

1913 
Sarah  Josephine   d/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs. G.  Lyerly 

1914 
Helen  Trov  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.H.  Gillean 

1915 
Thomas  Carlyle  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  T.S.  Brown 
Catharine  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.T  Owens 


Mav  2  Annie  Mav  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

J.D.  Holt  ' 

James  Kerr  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

J.D.  Holt 

Marion   Kenneth   s/o   Mr.    and 

Mrs.  J.D.  Holt 

Mayta  Leomi  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.D.  Holt 

Mildred  Regina  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  D.C.  Click 

Robt.  Council  Cranford  (adult) 

Samuel  Atkins  Hart  (adult) 
Oct.  15        Samuel  Houston  Elliott 

1916 
Sept.  1-6     G.D.  Foster 

1917 
Aug.  19       Margaret  Ruth  Hart  (adult) 

Joseph  Arthur  Perrell  (adult) 

Jas.  Rufus  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.M. 

Thomason 

Myrtle  Lee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.M.  Thomason 

Mary  Lonena  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.M.  Thomason 

Gilmer  Lee  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

W.T.  Owens 
Sept.  2        Junius  Sidney  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

N.N.  Fleming 

Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

N.N.  Fleming 

Ethel  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.S. 

Brown 

1918 
May  4  Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  CM.  Gillean 

Levi  Crawford  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

C.A.  Deal 

Nannie  Theda  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

O.T.  Nesbit 
Oct.  25        Cloyce  Crawford  child  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  John  Powlas  age  5 

mos. 

Lloyd  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs.  John 

Powlas,  age  2  yrs. 

1918 
Nov.  10       William  F.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Wetmore 

Mary  Emms  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  Wetmore 

Annie  Laura  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  Wetmore 
Dec.  26       Frances  Evelyn  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Geo.  Bailey  age  1  yr. 

Edwin  Hall  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Will  Wetmore 

1919 
Aug.  31       Hugh  Lee  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
McKinney  age  4  mos. 
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Hazel  Louise  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Walter  Owens 
Sept.  12      Mary  Elizabeth  Perrell 

Lena  Irene  Perrell 

Marshal  G.  McCulloh 

Myrtle  Lou  McCulloh 

Lorene  Frances  McCulloh 

Nettie  May  McCulloh 
Sept.  14      Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

D.C.  Click 

Julia  Victoria  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Oscar  Nesbit 

Bertie  Marie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Abe  Archery  age  16  mos. 

James  Eugene  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Abe  Archery  age  4  yrs. 

Oscar  Theo  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Abe  Archery  age  7  yrs. 
Sept.  16      Spencer  Monroe  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  F.E.  Correll 
Sept.  28      Evelyn  Estelle  d/o  Mrs.  Evelyn 

Isenhour  14  mos. 

1920 
Oct.  1 7        Sylvia  Brevard  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.A.  Nicholson  age  2lh  mos. 
Wm.  Douglas  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.M.  Bailey 

Mavis  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs.  John 
Powlas 

1921 
James  Hope  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.A.  Brown  age  2  yrs. 
Hobert  Luther  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.L.  Bost  age  9  mos. 
Sadie  McDaniel 
Zulia  McDaniel 
Bobert  Hart  McDaniel 
Virginia  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Lyerly  age  9  mos. 
Mary  King  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jas. 
Campbell  age  1  yr. 
Walter  Eugene  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Owens  age  5  wks. 
Helen  Elizabeth   d/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  W.L.  Bice  age  8  wks. 
Graham  Franklin  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  W.L.  Bice  age  3  yrs. 

1922 
Apr.  19        Hilda  Hart  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

H.M.  Bailey 

Margaret  Neely  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  H.M.  Bailey 

John  Penninger  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  B.A.  Lyerly 
July  28        Boberta  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.N. 

Fleming 

Virginia  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.N. 

Fleming 

Mary  Wetmore  d/o  Mr.   and 


Mar. 

24 

Aug. 

7 

Sept. 

4 

Sept. 

11 

Nov. 

27 

Mrs.  C.C.  Cole 

Lois  d/o  Bev.  and  Mrs.  Cassady 
William  Wayne  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O.T.  Nesbit 

1927 
Oct.  23        Baymond  Perrell 

1928 
May  27        Bebecca  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Har- 
ry Lyerly 

Milton  Lloyd  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Harold  Wetmore 

Edward  Earl  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Oscar  Nesbit 
July  22        Samuel  Fritz  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

S.E.  Belk 

Mary  Frances  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

S.E.  Belk 

1928 
July  22        Madge  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Powlas 

Dorothy  Mildred  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  John  Powlas 
Sept.  9        Leona  Waller  (adult) 

Louise  Dowell  (adult) 
1930 
May  11        Joan  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs.  T.S. 

Brown 

Darwin   Leonard   s/o   Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Talton  Correll 

James  Milton  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

B.G.  Moore 
Oct.  11        Nathan  s/o  Bev.  and  Mrs.  N.E. 

Oplinger 
Oct.  12        Buth  Neil  d/o  Oscar  and  Mary 

Click 
Dec.  28       Claudia  Louise  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  B.H.  Fleming 

1933 
May  14        Isabel  Joan  Thornton 
Norma  Buth  Wetmore 
Mary  Helen  Wetmore 
Jack  Winthrop  Bailey 
June  1 1       Mary  Ann  Wetmore 
James  Irving  Gillean 

1934 
Aug.  12       William  Thornton 

1935 
May  11        John  Henderson  Lippard 

Balph  Neely  Moore 

Walter  Bryan  Kluttz 
Aug.  1 1       Carolyn  Jean  Webb 

Sophie  Elliott  Webb 
Dec.  10       Mr.  Eubert  Lyerly 

1936 
Oct.  1 1        Carl  Leonard  Deal,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Virginia  Deal 
Charles  Nathan  Deal 
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May  9 

July  24 

May  28 
June  25 

Oct.  8 
Dec.  8 


Apr.  4 

May  11 


May  9 
May  10 
July  12 
Oct.  11 
Dec.  27 

Jan.  31 


1937 
Martha  Jean  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sidney  Benson 

Colleen  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Wilson 

1938 
Win.  Thomas  s/o  Mrs.  Janie  Lee 
Hurst 

Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Walter  L.  Lyerly 

1939 
Samuel  Latham  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  C.  Heber  Wetmore 
Candice  Ruth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilmer  Owens 

Lonnie  Francis  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  White 

James  Andrew  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Summers  Moore 

1940 
Sarah  Louise  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.T.  Lyerly 

Norma  Jean  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.T.  Lyerly 

Nancy  Carolyn  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  J.T.  Lyerly 
TrevaRuth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.T. 
Lyerly 

1941 
Sarah  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Steele  Culbertson 
Christy  Coleman  child  of  Mr. 
C.C.  Williams 

Earl   Smith   s/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Blake  O.  Moore 
Judy  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Sam 
Crawford 

Christy  Roland  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roland  Waggoner 
Charles  Robert  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Benson 

James  Robert  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spence  Wetmore 

1942 

child  of  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Clinard  Howard 
Julia  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sid- 
ney Benson 

Dennis  Washburn  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Brindley 
Wilson  Krider  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.H.  Fleming 

Glenn  Jackson  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  White 

1943 
Eubert  Craig,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.C.  Lyerly 


May  9  James  Cecil  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.L.  Correll 

Patricia  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.S.  Fleming 

1943 
Oct.  10        Samuel  Edgar  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Talton  Correll 

James  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland 
Waggoner 

Robt.  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.C.  Williams 

1944 
May  14        Robt.  Lewis  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

John  M.  Cheek 

Clara  Rosalyn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

OR  Howard 

Richard  Steven  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

W.B.  Kluttz 
Oct.  8  Dolores  Sylvia  d/o 

Marilynn  Mclver  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Boyce  Moore 

Rachel  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell 

Lee  Correll 

Robt.  Barry  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Summers  Moore 
Oct.  22        Thomas  Hugh,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hugh  Wetmore 

1945 
May  13       Bruce  Hall  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

W.B.  Kluttz 
Oct.  14       Carolyn  Peeler  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Hebe  Wetmore 

1946 
May  12        Geo.    Sidney,   Jr.    s/o   Mr.   and 

Mrs.  G.B.  Benson 

Eubert  Talton,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  E.T.  Correll 
June  9         J.B.  Wells,  Jr.  (adult) 
June  16       Mrs.  Eugene  Owens  (adult) 
July  7  Elizabeth  Springs  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  J.H.  Armfield,  Jr. 

Joseph  Henry,  III  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  J.H.  Armfield  Jr. 
Sept.  1        John  Benjamin  II  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  J.B.  Wells,  Jr. 
Oct.  13        Sandra  Fay  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Douglas  Bailey 

1947 

Apr.  1 3       Sandra  K.  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Har- 
old Foster 

May  11        Junius  Sidney,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.S.  Fleming 

May  11        Danny  Joel  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.C.  Lyerly 

Janie  Lee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  He- 
ber Wetmore 

Gloria  Jean  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Wayne  Nesbit 
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Wm.   Wayne,   Jr.   s/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Wayne  Nesbit 
Boyce  Stevenson  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Boyee  S.  Moore 
Nancy  Elizabeth  d/o  Major  and 
Mrs.  O.R.  Mills,  Jr. 
Nov.  30       Linda  Elizabeth   d/o   Mr.    and 
Mrs.  W.B.  Kluttz 
Mary  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Nesbit 

1948 
Jan.  4  Gwendolyn  and  Jacquelyn  d/o 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.H.  Fleming 
May  9  Charles  Harold  III  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Milton  Wetmore 

Virgil  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs.  J.V. 

Blake,  Sr. 

1949 
Jan.  30        Buford  F.  s/o  Mr.  J. A.  Jones 
Aug.  28       Francis  Virginia  d/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Lem  Bryant  Jr. 
John  Michael  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.M.  Cheek 
Oct.  2         David  Lee  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell Correll 

David  Alexander  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  J.S.  Fleming 
Janet  d/o  Mrs.  Rosa  Brown 
Joy  d/o  Mrs.  Rosa  Brown 
Elizabeth  Atwell 
Oct.  16        Donald  Carlysle  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  T.C.  Brown 

1950 
Oct.  1  Robt.  Wayne  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Douglas  Bailey 

1951 
May  13        Susan  Lloyd  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Milton  Wetmore 
Carol  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Perrell 

Larry  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Perrell 


1951 

Nov. 

14 

Linda  Gail  Wyrick 
1952 

Oct. 

5 

Patricia  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Heber  Wetmore 

Nov. 

23 

Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
ron Moore 

1953 

July 

19 

Rose  Snider 

1954 

July 

18 

Mary   Catherine   d/o   Mr.   and 
Mrs.  O.R.  Mills 

Oct. 

3 

Charles  David  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Dameron 

Oct.  24        Karen  Thelma  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Brown 

1955 
Mar.  20       Joseph  Daniel  Means 
May  29        Gail  Renee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed 

Nesbit 
Aug.  8         Julia  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred 

Bost 

Robert  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 

Bost 

1956 
Apr.  1  Susan  Kay  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.K. 

Bringle 
Apr.  15        Karen   Sue   d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 

Wm.  R.  Perrell 
May  13       Cynthia  Lee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Milton  Wetmore 
May  20        Susanne   Hunter  d/o   Mr.    and 

Mrs.  R.K.  Culbertson 

Anne  Fraley  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.K.  Culbertson 
Sept.  30      J.B.  Runion 

James  Jeffries  Talley 

Nancy  Elaine  Talley 
Oct.  7  Joseph  Michael  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Joseph  D.  Means 
Oct.  15       Judith  Sedberry 

Gloria  Perrell 

Ray  Sedberry 
Oct.  26       Bobby  Snider 

Virginia  Lee  Greer 

Frankie  Jane  Greer 

Joyce  Ann  Greer 
Dec.  30       John  Clayton  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

O.R.  Mills 

1957 
May  12        Debra  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Bobby  Deal 

Roger  Lawrence  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Edwin  Wetmore 
Sept.  1         Johnny  Clark  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Barron  Moore 
Oct.  5  Mary  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas 

Bailey 

Daniel  Lee  s/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Ralph  Dameron 
Oct.  12       John  Howard  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jimmy  Myers 

Mary  Jennifer  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jimmy  Myers 
Nov.  5         Joy  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  OH. 

Waller 

1958 
May  1 1        Carolyn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ton Moore 

Freda  Mae  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Bost 

Charles  Steven  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.C.  Williams  Jr. 
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Oct.  27        Melanie  Joan  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  D.  Means 

1959 
May  10        James  Robert,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  James  Robert  Wetmore 

Karen  Renee  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Walter  Bryan  Kluttz  Jr. 
Aug.  23       John  Henderson  III  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  John  H.  Lippard,  Jr. 

1960 

Mar.  17       Patricia  Gail  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bobby  Deal 

Mar.  24       Eva  Jane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ton Wetmore 

May  8  Jeffrey  Mark  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Bob  Wetmore 

July  24        Howard  Preston 

Michael  Eugene  Sheets 

Sept.  11       Nancy  Alma  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O.R.  Mills 

Oct.  30        Daniel  Wyatt  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  H.  Lippard,  Jr. 

Dec.  25       Beverly  Carol  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Orr 

Kathi  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
lie Perrell 

Dec.  25       Dwayne  Edgar  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Flake  Wilson 

1961 
Apr.  2  Judy  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.K. 

Bringle 

Elizabeth  Gail  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

W.S.  Wetmore 
June  21       Margaret  Janie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.H.  Armfield 

Randy   Lee   s/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 

H.E.  Byerly 

Rosanna  Marie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

B.S.  Moore 
Aug.  27       Crystal  Jenette  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Flake  Wilson 

Joseph  Arthur  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Donald  Watson 
Dec.  3         Betty  Anne  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Robert  Bost 

1962 
May  13        Julia  Lynette  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Bill  Shuping 
Dec.  23       Lorianne  Marie  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Bob  Wetmore 
Dec.  30       Jo  Ellen  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Orr 

Marlon   Edmund   s/o   Mr.    and 

Mrs.  Flake  Wilson 

1963 
Aug.  18       Ann   Carol   d/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Hartley 

Janice  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hartley 


Oct.  6  Janice  Rebecca  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Donald  K.  Watson 
Mar.  29       Mary  Annette  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Chris  Wagner 

James  Arthur  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

C.A.  Weeks 

Susan  Carol  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Ray  Holiman 

Rachel  Virginia  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Ray  Holiman 

1964 
May  10        Michael  Leonard  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Steve  Belk 

Barbara  Jane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

W.S.  Wetmore,  Jr. 
June  13       Mark  Otis  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Da- 
vid G.  Waller,  Sr. 

David  Gregory,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  David  G.  Waller,  Sr. 
July  26        Gus  Frank,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Gus  F  Greer,  Sr. 

Glenda  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  F 

Greer,  Sr. 
Nov.  22       Gregory  Othneil   s/o   Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Barron  O.  Moore 
Dec.  6         Toni  Leigh  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Walter  Bryan  Kluttz,  Jr. 

1965 
Apr.  1 1        Richard  Clarence  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Boyce  Moore 

Eric  Allen  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Boyce  Moore 

Charles  Stanley  s/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Boyce  Moore 
Apr.  18        James  Kevin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

James  W.  Wagner 
May  9  Wendy  Leigh  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Bill  Shuping 
Aug.  15       Matthew  Keith  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Joseph  F  Morgan 
Dec.  19       Sara  Rebecca  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Steven  Belk 

1966 
Apr.  10        John  Alan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Orr 

Jill   Modlin   d/o  Mr.   and   Mrs. 

Barron  O.  Moore 

Charles  Anderson  s/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  James  Myers 
May  8  Elizabeth  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wallace  Moore 
Nov.  20       David  Thomas  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Walter  Dowell 
Dec.  1 1       Kimberly  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

James  Irving  Gillean 

1967 
Feb.  19       Nona  Young  Morris  (Adult)  d/o 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  M.  Young 


295 


Mar.  19 

Apr.  23 
June  25 

Apr.  14 


Mar. 

16 

May 

11 

Mar. 

1 

Oct. 

11 

Oct. 

18 

Apr.  11 

Apr.  18 
May  9 


June 

6 

Dec. 

5 

Mar. 

5 

Apr. 

16 

Nov. 

26 

Apr. 

22 

May 

13 

Robert  Rhine  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Robert  Thies 

Jennifer  Carol  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Walter  Bryan  Kluttz,  Jr. 

Ivy  Lee  Morris  (Adult)  d/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  James  Morris 

1968 
Eric  Scott  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Wandle  Wagner 
John   Mark   s/o   Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Chris  Wagner 

1969 
Traci  Lanette  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Deal 

Lisa  Annette  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gerald  T.  Atwell 

1970 
Susan  Catherine  d/o  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Malcolm  M.  Bullock 
Kara  Lynn   d/o   Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Johnny  Lee  Agner 
Jeffrey  Steven  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Steven  Kluttz 

1971 
James  Anthony  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Thies 

Cynthia  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Thies 

Anthony  Douglas  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Dowell 
Stacy  Dawn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gerald  T.  Atwell 
Bryan  Edgar  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  E.  Correll 

David  Louis  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Lewis  Snider 

Mary   Katherine   d/o   Mr.    and 
Mrs.  S.  Lewis  Snider 
Laura  Gail  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Wetmore 
Tonia  Dena  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  E.  Coulter 

1972 
Amy  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eu- 
bert  T.  Correll 

Carla  Ruth  d/o  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Carl  G.  Moore 

Julia  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  R.  Meeks 

1973 
Stephanie  Lynn  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Steven  Kluttz 
Marsha  Elaine  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Dean  Paisley 
Melanie  Carol  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Dean  Paisley 


June  17       Angela  Jannette  d/o  Mrs.  Marie 

Waller  Foster 
July  8  Renee  Michelle  d/o  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  David  G.  Waller 

1974 
June  2         Sherry  Jane   (Adult)   d/o   Mrs. 

Blanche  Russell 

Kevin  Franklin  (Adult)  s/o  Mrs. 

Blanche  Russell 
Sept.  8         Cynthia  Diane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Carl  G.  Moore 

1975 
Jan.  19        Kevin  Brandon  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Richard  B.  Coulter 
Apr.  20        Steven  Eubert  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Eubert  T.  Correll 
Aug.  3         David  Franklin  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Sam  E.  Correll 

1977 
Dec.  18       Brian  Wesley  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grady  O.  Earnhardt 

1978 
Carl  Gilmer,  Jr.  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  G.  Moore,  Sr. 
Timothy  Michael  s/o  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Richard  Wayne  Moore 

1979 
David  Joseph  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  R.  Meeks 
John  Talton  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eubert  T.  Correll 

1980 
Amanda  Blair  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  A.  Fleming 
Travis  Shane  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  C.  Moore 
Sara  Austin  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Wayne  Bailey 

1981 
June  28       Carrie  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Nathan  H.  Fleming 

Scott  Jordan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Charles  Graham 

Elizabeth  Dawn  d/o  Rev.  and 

Mrs.  David  L.  Henry 
July  10        Jay  Matthew  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Richard  W.  Moore 
Aug.  23       Dean  Joseph   (Adult)   s/o   Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Larry  Perrell 

1982 
Sept.  26      Katherine  Ann  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Robert  Wayne  Bailey 
Nov.  28       Christopher  Andrew   s/o  Rev. 

and  Mrs.  David  L.  Henry 


Apr. 

3 

May 

28 

Oct. 

7 

June 

24 

Jan. 

6 

May 

10 

May 

11 
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1983 

May  22  Christopher  Wayne  (Adult)  s/o 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  H.  Flem- 
ing 

James  Tracy  (Adult)  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  R.  McCullough 

Sept.  11  Joshua  Ryan  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  W.  Moore 

1984 

May  6  Phillip  Rrett  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Kermit  Alexander  Shumaker 

Oct.  28  Phillip  Jack  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Hodge,  Jr. 

Nov.  4  Kelly  Michele  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Craig  Pugh 

Nov.  25  Julie  Elizabeth  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Junius  S.  Fleming,  Jr. 

Dec.  2         Derek  Lanny   (Adult)   s/o   Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Lanny  Bost 
Kimberly  Lea  (Adult)  d/o  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  David  L.  Correll 
Jody  Snider  (Adult)  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Larry  Perrell 
Danny  Ray  (Adult)  s/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norris  G.  Wright 

1985 
Mar.  24       Kristen  Brooke  d/o  Mr.   and 

Mrs.  Jeffery  C.  Parnell 
Apr.  21        Dustin  Arthur  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Roger  W.  Perrell 


1986 

July  13        Ashley  Marie  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jeffery  C.  Parnell 

Dec.  14       Mallory  LuAnn  d/o  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Hodge,  Jr. 

Dec.  21       Laura  Shannon  (Adult)  d/o  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gary  A.  Eller 
Treva  Suzanne  (Adult)  d/o  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daryl  D.  Padgett 
Carmen  Michele  (Adult)  d/o 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  D.  Prevette 

1987 
Jan.  18        Anna  Caroline  (twin)  d/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.   Kermit   Alexander 

Shumaker 

Michael  Hinsdale  (twin)  s/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Kermit 

Alexander  Shumaker 
May  10        Devon  Diane  d/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.  Fred  Williams 
Nov.  29       Crystal  Gayle  (Adult)  d/o  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Jay  D.  Prevette 
Dec.  23       Peggy  Eagle  Wetmore  (Adult) 

1988 
Apr.  10        Justin  Wade  s/o  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  C.  Moore 
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SUBSCRIPTION  BOOKS  —  VOLUMES  II IV 

Copied  July  1983 

The  actual  subscription  books  may  be  seen  in  the  display  case  in  the 
church  hallway.  They  have  been  copied  as  accurately  as  possible,  with 
minor  changes  and  omissions  where  the  material  was  impossible  to  deci- 
pher. Things  that  are  spelled  incorrectly  or  look  strange  have  been 
copied  as  written  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  We  cannot  totally  explain  the 
combining  of  different  years  in  each  volume  except  to  say  that  the  back 
of  each  volume  apparently  was  used  as  a  record  of  receipts  —  in  no 
particular  order. 

VOLUME  II 

On  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Aug.  1860  we  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed  promise  to  pay  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  the  sums  annexed  to  our 
names,  and  annually  thereafter,  so  long  as  said  Krider  shall  continue  his 
ministerial  labours  with  us  or  we  have  our  names  withdrawn. 


1st  payment 

2nd  payment 

John  C.  Foard 

$15.00 

7.00 

8.00 

Edmund  Rice 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

R.  Culbertson 

6.00 

5.00 

1.00 

John  Marlin 

12.00 

5.00 

7.00 

J.  H.  Mingus 

5.00 

5.00 

Margaret  Thomason 

5.00 

3.00 

2.00 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

5.00 

4.00 

1.00 

James  Watson 

5.00 

5.00 

Issabella  Marlin 

3.00 

1.00 

2.00 

L.  S.  Culbertson 

2.00 

2.00 

Tobias  File 

2.50 

2.00 

N.  C.  Bailey 

1.50 

1.50 

Mary  Marlin 

1.50 

1.50 

Nancy  B.  Benson 

2.00 

2.00 

Samuel  S.  Benson 

1.00 

1.00 

William  T.  Marlin 

5.00 

3.00 

2.00 

Sarah  Gray 

4.00 

4.00 

Thomas  L.  Thompson 

2.00 

2.00 

Mary  Fraley 

4.00 

4.00 

M.  S.  Fraley 

2.00 

2.00 

Levi  Powlass 

1.00 

1.00 

Nancy  Cowan 

.50 

Sarah  A.  G.  Lyerly 

1.00 

John  Lverly 

7.00 

7.00 

A.  A.  Hart' 

3.00 

3.00 

H.  C.  Gillean 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

John  B.  Todd 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Eli  Powlass 

1.50 

1.00 

.50 

Ann  Gillean 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Carson 

2.00 

2.00 

301 


Margret  S.  Thompson 

1.00 

1.00 

S.  Steele  Culbertson 

5.00 

4.00 

1.00 

Susan  S.  Culbertson 

3.00 

3.00 

Nelson  Peniger 

1.50 

2.00 

Edward  Smart 

1.00 

Sarah  Armfield 

2.00 

2.00 

Philip  S.  Beeker 

5.00 

5.00 

Jesse  Thomason 

2.00 

2.00 

Sarah  White 

.50 

.50 

J.  P.  Marlin 

5.00 

5.00 

Catherine  Lyerly 

1.50 

1.00 

.50 

Elizabeth  Lyerly 

3.00 

2.00 

1.00 

J.  M.  Purviance 

2.00 

2.00 

John  L.  Morrison 

5.00 

5.00 

Thomas  Clampet 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

A.  S.  Fraley 

5.00 

5.00 

N.  A.  Kirkpatrick 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  G.  Fleming 

1.00 

1.00 

J.  D.  Johnston 

1.00 

1.00 

A.  Torrence 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Hyde 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  P.  Thomason 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

Frank  Thomason 

1.00 

1.00 

James  Thompson 

.50 

.50 

Wilson  Trott 

Ann  Repult 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Jesse  Powlass 

1.00 

1.00 

J.  R.  Fraley 

2.00 

2.00 

John  Gullet 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  A.  Eddleman 

1.00 

1.00 

Amount  received  for  making  up  deficiency  in  salary  for  the  year  ending 
August  1860. 

R.  Culbertson  2.00 

J.  C.  Foard  2.00 

E.  Rice  1.00 

P.  Beeker  .50 

M.  S.  Fraley  1.00 

J.  A.  Eddleman  1.00 

J.  R.  Fraley  1.00 

T.  File  .50 

A.  Peninger  .50 

J.  G.  Culbertson  1.00 

John  Marlin  1.00 

John  Lyerly  1.00 

H.  C.  Gillean  .50 

James  Watson  1.00 

John  Lindsey  5.00 

A.  A.  Hart  1.00 

J.  P.  Marlin  1.00 

John  Morrison  1.00 
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List  for  the  year  ending  August  1861 


1st  payment 

2nd  payment 

John  C.  Foard 

$15.00 

5.00 

10.00 

E.  Rice 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

R.  Culbertson 

4.00 

6.00 

John  Marlin 

12.00 

8.00 

4.00 

J.  H.  Mingus 

5.00 

5.00 

Margaret  Thomason 

3.00 

3.00 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

5.00 

3.00 

2.00 

James  Watson 

5.00 

5.00 

Isabella  Marlin 

3.00 

3.00 

L.  S.  Culbertson 

2.00 

2.00 

Thomas  L.  Thompson 

2.00 

2.00 

Tobias  File 

5.00 

2.00 

.50 

N.  C.  Bailey 

1.50 

1.50 

Mary  Marlin 

1.50 

1.50 

Nancy  Benson 

2.00 

2.00 

S.  S.  Benson 

1.00 

1.00 

William  G.  Marlin 

5.00 

Sarah  Gray 

4.00 

4.00 

Mary  Fraley 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

M.  S.  Fraley 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Levi  Powlas 

Sarah  A.  G.  Lyerly 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Lyerly 

7.00 

7.00 

A.  A.  Hart 

3.00 

2.00 

1.00 

H.  C.  Gillihan 

4.00 

2.00 

1.00 

John  B.  Todd 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Eli  Powlas 

1.00 

1.00 

Ann  Gillihan 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Carson 

2.00 

2.00 

Margaret  Thompson 

4.00 

1.00 

S.  Steele  Culbertson 

5.00 

5.00 

Susan  S.  Culbertson 

3.00 

3.00 

Nelson  Peniger 

2.00 

2.00 

Susan  Armfield 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

P.  S.  Beeker 

5.00 

4.00 

Jessee  Thomason 

2.00 

2.00 

Sarah  White 

.50 

.50 

J.  P.  Marlin 

5.00 

5.00 

Catharine  Lyerly 

1.50 

1.50 

Elizabeth  Lyerly 

3.00 

3.00 

John  Morrison 

5.00 

5.00 

Thomas  Clampet 

3.00 

2.00 

N.  A.  Kirkpatrick 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  G.  Fleming 

1.00 

1.00 

J.  L.  Johnston 

2.00 

2.00 

A.  Torrence 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Hyde 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

J.  P.  Thomason 

1.00 

1.00 

Frank  Thomason 

1.00 

1.00 

James  Thompson 

.50 

Wilson  Trott 

1.00 
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2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

0.00 

2.00 

1.00 

.50 

1.00 

3.00 

Ann  Repult 

Jesse  Powlas 

J.  R.  Fraley 

John  Gullett 

John  C.  Benson 

J.  A.  Eddleman 

J.  B.  Benson 

T.  L.  Thompson 

John  Lindsay  5.00  5.00 

Rev.  B.  S.  Krider's  salary  for  year  ending  1858  has  all  been  paid. 
For  the  year  ending  1859,  he  has  been  paid  $197.00 
For  the  year  ending  1860,  he  has  been  paid  $196.00 
For  the  year  ending  1861,  he  has  been  paid  $169.00 
For  the  year  ending  1862,  he  has  been  paid  $164.00 

Received  sixty-eight  dollars  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  Rev.  B.  S. 
Krider's  salary. 

The  above  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Krider.  S.  S.  Culbertson 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  two  hundred  dollars  in  full  of  my  salary  for 
year  ending  in  1859. 

B.  Scott  Krider  Mar.  31,  1860 

For  the  year  ending  Aug.  1860,  received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  thirty-eight 
and  a  half  dollars. 

B.  S.  Krider  Feb.  14,  1861 

Paid  to  Krider  thirty  dollars  April  '61. 

Paid  to  Mr.  B.  S.  Krider  forty-one  dollars  Aug.  1861. 

Paid  $26.50  for  year  ending  Aug.  1861.  Sept.  15,  1861 

Paid  twenty  dollars  to  B.  S.  Krider.  Dec.  5,  1861 

For  the  year  ending  Aug.  1860,  received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  $20.50 
Aug.  5,  1860  B.  S.  Krider 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  thirty-six  dollars. 

Sept.  16,  1860  B.  S.  Krider 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  $31.50. 

Jan.  6,  1861  B.S.  Krider 

Paid  to  Krider  ten  dollars.     April  1861 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  seventy-two  dollars,  apart  of  the  salary  due 
me  for  the  year  ending  Aug.  1,  1860. 

Jan.  28,  1860  B.  S.  Krider 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  thirty-one  dollars  in  part  payment  for  the 
year  ending  June,  1860. 

Mar.  5,  1860  B.  Scott  Krider 
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VOLUME  III 

The  following  is  a  list  of  money  paid  to  me  for  Rev.  G.  R.  Brackett  for  the 
year  1864. 

S.  Steele  Culbertson 


J.  G.  Culbertson 
John  Lindsav 
J.  C.  Foard  ' 
E.  Rice 
N.  Peninger 
R.  Culbertson 
S.  S.  Culbertson 


$50.00 
50.00 

100.00 
50.00 
10.00 
25.00 
25.00 


310.00 
The  above  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Brack- 
ett. 


J.  Mingis 
James  Watson 
John  Marlin 
Tobias  File 
J.  D.  Watson 
R.  Culbertson 
S.  S.  Culbertson 


30.00 
50.00 
100.00 
50.00 
50.00 
15.00 
15.00 


310.00 
Aug.  28,  1 864  —  The  above  is  paid  to 
Mr.  Brackett. 


T.  Clampet 

25.00 

Noah  Lewis 

5.00 

Margaret  Correll 

1.00 

J.  Watson 

100.00 

John  Marlin 

100.00 

R.  Culbertson 

100.00 

J.  Powlas 

5.00 

M.  S.  Thompson 

2.00 

John  Lyerly 

100.00 

S.  S.  Culbertson 

50.00 

J.  P.  Marlin 

60.00 

J.  C.  Foard 

50.00 

William  Barber 

2.00 

T  File 

50.00 

E.  Rice 

50.00 

The  above  is  paid  to  Mr. 

Brackett  Oct. 

22,  1864. 

Otho  Lyerly  40.00 

Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett  Oct.  23,  1864. 


Ann  Gillean 

paid  to  Mr.  Brackett 


Nov.  26 
5.50 


Catharine  Lyerly 
Nancy  Benson 
E.  Rice 
John  Lindsay 
Sallie  Robison 
Scott  Wood 

Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett  Dec.  20 

John  J.  Carson 
C.  Gullet 
E.  Lyerly 

Margaret  Thomason 
Martha  Richey 
M.  J.  Thomason 

Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett  Jan.  8, 

Sallie  Lyerly 
Mary  Lyerly 
J.  G.  Culbertson 
Wilson  Trott 
S.  S.  Culbertson 
Martha  Todd 
E.  Lyerly 

Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett  Feb. 


2.00 

2.00 

34.00 

100.00 
1.00 

125.00 

269.50 
1864. 

60.00 
3.00 

20.00 
4.00 
2.00 
2.00 

91.00 
1865. 

5.00 

5.00 
90.00 

5.00 
25.00 

5.00 
25.00 

160.00 
19,  1865. 


Catharine  Baily 
Charlotte  Lyerly 
J.  L.  Morrison 
J.  C.  Foard 
Tillie  Powlas 
H.  C.  Gillean 


Feb.  20,  1865 

5.00 

3.00 

25.00 

290.00 

5.00 

10.00 


338.00 
Paid  to  Brackett  March  12,  1865 


James  Hyde 
Isabel  Marlin 

Paid  to  Brackett. 

Mary  Fraley 
to  Brackett. 


April 
5.00 
5.00 


10.00 


$10.00  in  bacon  paid 
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April  1866 

J.C.  Foard 

10.00 

The  following  amounts  of 

grain  have 

J.  P.  Marlin 

5.00 

been  delivered  at  File's  Mill  for  Mr. 

Paid  to  Brackett 

Brackett. 

Isaac  Lyerly 

5.00 

wheat 

corn 

Paid  to  Brackett 

E.  Rice                         5  bu. 

8bu. 

N.  Peninger 

3.00 

J.  Lyerly                       5  bu. 

Margaret  Thomason 

3.40 

J.  Fraley 

5bu. 

John  Mingis 

6.00 

A.  A.  Hart                   3  bu. 

Dec.  30,  1864 
Received  the  following  amounts  of 
corn  for  Mr.  Brackett. 
J.  G.  Culbertson  5  bu. 

R.  Culbertson  5  bu. 

T.  File  5  bu. 

Sarah  Armfield  2V2  bu. 

S.  S.  Culbertson  5  bu. 

22%  bu. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Brackett  Dec.  30, 

1864 

E.  Rice  10  bu. 

J.  Fraley  5  bu. 

Sarah  Armfield  1xh  bu. 

Delivered  by  E.  Rice  at  Baker's. 
John  Lyerly  5  bu. 

A.  A.  Hart  3  bu.  wheat 

At  File's  Mill 

W.  T.  Marlin  12  bu. 

J.  P.  Marlin  3  bu. 

Delivered  to  Mr.  Brackett  by  W.  T. 
Marlin 

Jan.  20,  1866 
John  Marlin  $20.00 

Paid  to  Brackett 

T.  File  10.00 

Paid  to  Brackett 
Sally  Robison  1.00 


J.  C.  Foard 
R.  Culbertson 
E.  Rice 

S.  S.  Culbertson 
James  Watson 
J.  C.  Benson 
D.  Peninger,  Sr. 
N.  Peninger 
J.  P.  Marlin 
J.  Lindsay 


Paid  to  Brackett 

M.  Fraley  —  $10.00  in  bacon  paid  to 

Brackett. 

S.  S.  Culbertson  —  5  bu.  corn  and  5 

bu.  wheat  delivered 

J.  G.  Culbertson  —  5  bu.  wheat  &  5  of 

corn  delivered  to  Brackett 


J.  Watson 

John  Lyerly 

E.  Rice 

Paid  to  Brackett 

J.  C.  Foard 

paid  to  Brackett 

John  Morrison 

paid  to  Brackett 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

J.  Lindsay 

J.  C.  Foard 

E.  Rice 

N.  Peninger 

R.  Culbertson 

S.  Steele  Culbertson 


March  1865 
2.00 
5.00 
1.00 

20.00 

5.00 

50.00 
50.00 
100.00 
50.00 
10.00 
25.00 
25.00 


310.00 
The  above  monies  paid  to  Mr.  Brackett 
for  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1865. 


John 

Mingis 

30.00 

James  Watson 

50.00 

Subs. 

1st 

2nd 

$50.00 

25.00 

25.00 

20.00 

10.00 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

15.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

15.00 

7.00 

8.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 
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John  Marlin 
J.  Mingis 
J.  G.  Culbertson 
Sarah  ArmHeld 
Susan  Culbertson 
Mary  Fraley 
M.  S.  Fraley 
Robert  Benson 
J.  D.  Johnston 
Ana  Johnston 
N.  Lewis 
Isabel  Marlin 
M.  Holobough 
Alice  Marlin 
Margaret  Correll 
Catharin  Baley 
Margaret  Thomason 
A.  Torrence 
P.  S.  Gales 
P.  H.  Gales 
A.  A.  Hart 
William  Barber 
William  T.  Marlin 
John  Lyerly 
D.  Peninger 


25.00 

15.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

1.00 

12.50 

10.00 

2.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

.50 

.50 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

5.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 
5.00 

Received  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  22V2  bushels  of  corn  subscribed  for  pastoral  ser- 
vices. Dec.  30,  1864  G.  R.  Brackett 

Received  Oct.  22,  1864,  of  S.  S.  Culbertson  Twelve  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  subscribed  for  pastoral  services.  G.  R.  Brackett 

$1289 

31  additional 

$1320 

314  Dec.  30,  1864 

$1634 


Servant's  Subscriptions 
Stephen 

—  servants  to  John  Carson 
Rachel 

Alick  —  to  Mr.  Fraley 
Robert  —  to  Dobbins 
Joseph  —  to  Browne 


Subs. 

1st 

2nd 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

List  for  the  year  ending  August,  1863 


J.  C.  Foard 
E.  Rice 
R.  Culbertson 
John  Marlin 


Subs.  Paid 
15.00  15.00 
10.00  10.00 
4.00  4.00 
12.00  12.00 


J.  H.  Mingus 
Margaret  Thomason 
J.  G.  Culbertson 
James  Watson 


5.00  5.00 

3.00  3.00 

5.00  5.00 

5.00  5.00 
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Isabel  Marlin 
S.  S.  Culbertson 
Tobias  File 
N.  C.  Bayley 
Nancy  Benson 
W.  T.  Marlin 
Sarah  Gray 
T.  L.  Thompson 
Mary  Fraley 
M.  S.  Fraley 
Sarah  A.  G.  Lyerly 
John  Lyerly 
A.  A.  Hart 
H.  C.  Gillean 
John  B.  Todd 
Eli  Powlas 
Ann  Gillean 
John  Carson 
Margaret  Thompson 
S.  Steele  Culbertson 
Susan  Culbertson 
N.  Peninger 
Sarah  Armfield 
Jesse  Thomason 
Sarah  White 
J.  P.  Marlin 
Catharine  Lyerly 
Elizabeth  Lyerly 
John  Morrison 
T.  Clampet 
J.  G.  Fleming 
J.  D.  Johnston 
A.  Torrence 
John  Hyde 
Ann  Repult 
Jesse  Powlas 
J.  C.  Benson 
John  Lindsay 
Anabella  Johnston 
Mary  Marlin 


3.00 
5.00 
5.00 
1.50 
2.00 
5.00 
4.00 
2.00 
4.00 
2.00 
1.00 


2.00 
5.00 
5.00 

2.00 
3.00 
4.00 
2.00 
4.00 
2.00 
1.00 
7.00 
3.00 
3.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
2.00 

4.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.00 
1.65 
.50 
5.00 
1.50 
3.00 
5.00 
3.00 
1.00 
2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

10.00  10.00 

5.00    5.00 

2.00 

1.50 

Money  on  hand  belonging  to  Unity 
Church.  S.  Steele  Culbertson 
March  21,  1864  $23.00 

March  27,  1 864  —  Paid  to  B.  S.  Krider 
—  10  dollars 

June,  1864  24.00 

Oct.  17,  1864  15.00 

August  15,  1864  —  Mary  Fraley  has 

delivered  27  lbs.  of  bacon  and  27  lbs. 

of  lard  to  G.  R.  Brackett  as  part  of  her 

subscription. 

Nov.  —  34  lbs.  bacon  and  27  lbs.  lard. 

1865—12  lbs.  butter  and  11  lbs.  ba- 


.00 
.00 
.00 
.00 
.00 
.00 
2.00 
1.00 
5.00 
3.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
.50 
5.00 
1.50 
3.00 
5.00 
3.00 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 
2.00 
2.00 
1.00 


April  26,  1863  —  Money  on  hand  be- 
longing to  Unity  Church.  S.  Steele 
Culbertson 

Apr.  26,  1863  9.00 

July  6,  1863  3.70 

Aug.  —  received  3.00 

Feb.,  1864  12.00 

Mar.  5,  1864  16.00 

Mar.  13  —  received  5.00 

Mar.  21  —  received  2.00 


Money  paid  to  Rev.  C. 
Aug.  23,  1863 
Nov.  25,  1863 
Mar.  3,  1864 
Oct.  23,  1864 
Nov.  27,  1864 
Dec.  18,  1864 
Jan.  8,  1865 
Feb.  19,  1865 
Mar.  12,  1865 
Jan.,  1866 


R. 


Brackett 

31.00 

117.50 

132.00 

1,360.00 

5.00 

264.00 

90.00 

160.00 

338.00 

580.00 


Paid  to  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  Apr.  25,  1863  S.  S. 
Culbertson 

Due  S.  S.  Culbertson  five  dollars,  Uni- 
ty Church. 
Apr.  25,  1863. 

June  24,  1866 

The  following  are  the  amounts  and  by 
whom  paid  for  Mr.  Brackett 's  salary  for 
the  year  1866  at  Unity  Church. 
John  Carson  $1.00 

J.  C.  Foard  5.00 

John  Marlin  6.00 

S.  S.  Benson  1.00 

A.  File  1.00 

J.  D.  Johnston  10.00 

E.  Rice  10.00 

John  Lyerly  5.00 

39.00 
Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett  June  1 


J.  G.  Culbertson 
Sarah  Armfield 

Paid  to  Mr.  Brackett 

Aug.  30,  1866 
J.  C.  Foard 
John  Marlin 
John  Lyerly 
Jesse  Powlass 


5.25 
3.75 


48.00 


7.50 
4.00 
5.00 
2.50 

19.00 
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Oct.  9,  1866 

James  Watson 

7.00 

Sallie  Robison 

.50 

S.  S.  Culbertson 

6.85 

William  T.  Marlin 

20.00 

H.  C.  Gillean 

2.00 

36.35 

19.00 

55.35 

48.00 

103.35 

Total  paid  by  subscribers        $103.35 
Paid  by  S.  Benson  for  buggy      15.00 

Amount  118.35 

Total  paid  for  Brackett  63.52 

54.83 
Paid  to  Brackett  June  1,  1864   48.00 


Aug.  19,  1868 

Money  on  hand  for  Brackett 


2.80 


Notes  &  accounts  settled  for  Mr. 


Brackett  since  June, 

1866 

S.   S. 

Culbertson 

E.  Rice  note 

$20.55 

Brown  &  Bradshaw's 

account 

20.00 

T  File's  account 

4.65 

Tax 

7.42 

Mrs.  Rice's  account 

.90 

53.52 

Boxing  and  hauling  piano  and  melo- 

dion  to  Salisbury. 

10.00 

53.52 


63.52 
14.60 


6.83      78.12 


Amount  of  subscriptions  paid  to  Rev. 
G.  R.  Brackett's  salary  for  six  months 
ending 

June,  1866  103.35 

Paid  on  account  by  Benson         25.00 
&  Clampet  1~?8~35 

Amount  paid  on  claims  against 
Rev.  G.  R.  Brackett  78.12 


Paid  to  Rev.  G.  R.  Brackett 
June,  1866 

Due  G.  R.  Brackett  June,  1869   2.23 


50.23 
48.00 

2.23 


June  16,  1868  — E 


account 


Dec.  21,  1866  —  Received  of  S.  S. 

Benson  fifteen  dollars  for 

G.  R.  Brackett  15.00 

Received  of  T  E.  Clampet 

ten  dollars  10.00 

25.00 


June  13,  1868 

Amt.  received  on  Brackett's  accounts. 


VOLUME  IV 

Subscription  list  of  Unity  Church  in  which  is  found  the  amount  promised  and  the 
amount  paid  by  each  subscriber  on  the  Rev.  William  A.  Wood's  salary  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  1,  1867.  S.  Steele  Culbertson 

Sept.  18,  1867  —  Due  Rev.  E.  F.  Rockwell  from  Unity  five  dollars  $5.00 
Paid  to  Mr.  Rockwell  Oct.  15,  5.00 

Rockwell  at  Unity  Oct.  15,  Oct.  16,  and  Nov.  6 


Subscriptions 

S.  S.  Benson 
J.  C.  Benson 
Catharin  Bailey 


Payments 


3.00 
5.00 
2.00 


3.00 
5.00 
2.00 
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T.  E.  Clampet 

5.00 

5.00 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

8.00 

8.00 

R.  Culbertson 

12.00 

6.00 

6.00 

S.  S.  Culbertson 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

John  Carson 

2.00 

2.00 

William  Carson 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  W.  Cowan 

2.00 

2.00 

J.  C.  Foard 

20.00 

5.00 

15.00 

Tobias  File 

9.00 

5.00 

4.00 

Mary  Fraley 

5.00 

5.00 

M.  S.  Fraley 

4.00 

4.00 

A.  A.  File 

2.50 

2.50 

J.  R.  Fraley 

5.00 

5.00 

John  Foard 

2.00 

2.00 

Ann  Gillean 

2.00 

2.00 

H.  C.  Gillean 

4.00 

4.00 

John  Gullet 

2.00 

2.00 

A.  J.  Gullet 

1.00 

1.00 

A.  A.  Hart 

5.00 

5.00 

John  Lyerly 

10.00 

10.00 

C.  Lyerly 

2.00 

2.00 

Sallie  Lyerly 

1.00 

Lydia  Lyerly 

1.00 

1.00 

Isaac  Lyerly 

7.00 

7.00 

Catharine  Lyerly 

1.00 

1.00 

John  Marlin 

12.00 

12.00 

J.  P.  Marlin 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

W.  T.  Marlin 

5.00 

5.00 

Joseph  Mingis 

4.00 

7.00 

Mary  E.  Owen 

2.00 

Jesse  Powlass 

2.50 

2.00 

.50 

Mary  Powlass 

.50 

.50 

N.  Peninger 

4.00 

4.00 

Edmund  Rice 

8.00 

8.00 

W.  G.  Rice 

3.00 

3.00 

Sallie  Robison 

1.00 

1.00 

Martha  A.  Todd 

2.00 

2.00 

Margaret  Thomason 

3.00 

3.00 

T.  Lock  Thompson 

2.00 

Harriet  Thompson 

2.00 

James  Watson 

6.00 

5.00 

1.00 

W.  G.  Watson 

4.00 

3.00 

1.00 

E.  F.  Rockwell,  preacher,  at  Unity  Aug.  7,  1870 

Due  me  from  Unity  Church  —  eleven  dollars 
April  27,  1869  S.  S.  Culbertson 

Oct.  30  —  fifty  cents  —  $11.50 

Received  on  above  seven  dollars  —  Oct.  30,  1869 

October  31  —  two  dollars 

Nov.  11  —  one  dollar  and  50  cents 

Nov.  15  —  one  dollar 
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7.00 

2.00 

1.50 

1.00 

11.50 


Mr.  Rockwell  has  been  at  Unity  six  days,  has  been  paid  fifty-five  dollars.  Sept.  1 8, 
1870 

Oct.  15  —  Paid  to  Mr.  Rockwell  five  dollars 

Aug.  18,  1867 

Paid  to  Rev.  William  A.  Wood  —  forty  dollars  40.00 

Sept.  29  —  seventy-nine  79.00 

Oct.  26  —  twenty-one  and  fifty  cents  21.50 

Dec.  15  —  seventeen  dollars  17.00 

Jan.  18  —  fourteen  dollars  14.00 

Apr.  6,  1868  —  twenty-eight  dollars  &  fifty  cents  28.50 


Salary  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1867 


200.00 


For  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1868,  paid  to  Rev.  William  A.  Wood  the  following 
amounts: 

Apr.  6,  1868  —  fifty-two  dollars  52.00 

June  14  —  seventeen  dollars  &  fifty  cents  17.50 

Oct.  2  —  fifty-three  dollars  &  50  cents  53.50 

Oct.  17  —  twenty-two  dollars  &  50  cents  22.50 

Nov.  8  —  twenty-nine  dollars  &  50  cents  29.50 

Jan.  14,  1869  —  eleven  dollars  11.00 

186.00 
Feb.  17,  1869  —  three  dollars  3.00 

Apr.  27  —  eleven  dollars  11.00 

200.00 

Two  hundred  dollars  paid  to  Rev.  William  A.  Wood,  Apr.  27,  1869,  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  1,  1868. 

Subscriptions  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1868 


Subscriptions 

Paym 

tents 

Sarah  Armfield 

2.00 

5.00 

S.  S.  Benson 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

J.  C.  Benson 

Catharin  Bailey 

2.00 

2.00 

T.  E.  Clampet 

5.00 

2.50 

2.50 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

8.00 

4.00 

4.00 

R.  Culbertson 

12.00 

6.00 

6.00 

S.  S.  Culbertson 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

John  Carson 

2.00 

2.00 

William  Carson 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

J.  C.  Foard 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Tobias  File 

9.00 

5.00 

4.00 

Mary  Fraley 

5.00 

5.00 

M.  S.  Fraley 

4.00 

4.00 

J.  R.  Fraley 

5.00 

2.50 

2.50 

William  R.  Fraley 

10.00 

10.00 

A.  A.  File 

2.50 

2.50 

Ann  Gillean 

2.00 

1.80  (acct.; 

1           .20  (cash) 
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H.  C.  Gillean 

4.00 

4.00 

John  Gullet 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

A.  J.  Gullet 

1.00 

1.00 

A.  A.  Hart 

5.00 

3.00 

2.00 

John  Lyerly 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

Sallie  Lyerly 

1.00 

1.00 

Sarah  Lock 

2.50 

2.50 

Isaac  Lyerly 

7.00 

7.00 

Catharin  Lyerly 

1.00 

1.00 

William  T.  Marlin 

5.00 

5.00  (May  27 

John  Marlin 

12.00 

6.00 

6.00 

J.  P.  Marlin 

10.00 

2.50 

7.50 

Joseph  Mingis 

4.00 

4.00 

Jesse  Powlas 

2.50 

2.50 

Mary  Powlas 

.50 

.50 

N.  Peninger 

4.00 

4.00 

Edmond  Rice 

8.00 

6.00 

2.00 

W.  G.  Rice 

3.00 

1.00 

2.00 

Sallie  Robison 

1.00 

Martha  Todd 

2.00 

2.00 

Margaret  Thomason 

3.00 

3.00 

T.  Lock  Thompson 

1.50 

1.50 

James  Watson 

6.00 

1.00 

5.00 

W.  G.  Watson 

4.00 

1.00 

3.00 

Subscriptions  to  make  Rev. 

W.  A.  Wood'; 

» salary  for  the 

year  ending  Oct.  1 

Subscriptions 

Payments 

Armfield,  Sarah 

2.00 

2.00 

Bailey,  Catharin 

2.00 

1.00 

Benson,  J.  C. 

2.50 

Benson,  S.  S. 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

Carson,  John 

2.00 

2.00 

Carson,  William 

2.00 

2.00 

Clampet,  T.  E. 

5.00 

2.50 

2.50 

Correll,  Sallie 

.50 

Culbertson,  R. 

12.00 

6.00 

6.00 

Culbertson,  J.  G. 

8.00 

4.00 

4.00 

Culbertson,  S.  S. 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

Elliott,  W.  D. 

2.00 

2.00 

Foard,  J.  C. 

20.00 

10.00 

7.00 

3.00 

File,  Tobias 

9.00 

5.00 

4.00 

File,  A.  A. 

2.50 

2.50 

Fraley,  M.  S. 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Fraley,  J.  R. 

5.00 

5.00 

Gillean,  Ann 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Gillean,  H.  C. 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Gullet,  John 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Cullet,  A.  J. 

1.00 

1.00 

Hart,  A.  A. 

5.00 

5.00 

Lyerly,  John 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

Lyerly,  Salie 

1.00 

Lyerly,  Isaac 

5.00 

5.00 

Lyerly,  Catharin 

1.00 

1.00 

Lock,  Sarah 

2.50 

2.50 

1869) 
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Marlin,  John 

12.00 

6.00 

6.00 

Marlin,  J.  P. 

10.00 

5.00   2.05 

2.95 

Mingis,  Joseph 

4.00 

4.00 

Nelson,  William 

P. 

5.00 

5.00 

Powlas,  Jesse 

2.50 

2.50 

Powlas,  Mary 

.50 

.50 

Peninger,  N. 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Rice,  Edmond 

8.00 

4.00 

4.00 

Rice,  William  G. 

3.00 

1.00 

2.00 

Robison,  Sallie 

1.00 

1.00 

Todd,  Martha 

2.00 

2.00 

Thomason,  M. 

3.00 

3.00 

Thompson,  T  Lock 

1.50 

1.50 

Thompson,  Harriet 

2.00 

Watson,  James 

6.00 

3.00 

3.00 

Watson,  William 

G. 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Paid  to  Rev.  William  A.  Wood  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1869 


Apr.  27,  1869  —  Thirty-three  dollars 
May  29  —  Thirty  dollars,  50  cents 
July  9  —  Thirteen  dollars 
Oct.  30 

Salary  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1869 


33.00 

30.50 

13.00 

123.50 

200.00 


Aug.  7,  1870 

Money  on  hand  for  U.  Church 

Aug.  28  —  received 

Sept.  18  —  received 

Paid  to  Rockwell  Sept.  18,  1870 


7.70 

5.45 

11.85 


25.00 


Nov.  25,  1869 

Money  on  hand  belonging  to  Unity  Church 

Jan.  1870,  received  of: 

M.  S.  Fraley 

A.  J.  Gullet 

Feb.  18,  received  of: 

J.  P.  Marlin 

W  P.  Nelson 


4.50 

.35 
2.00 

2.05 
.50 


Collected  at  Unity  Church  May  22,  1870 

Paid  to  Rev.  E.  F.  Rockwell  May  20,  1870 

Balance  on  hand 

Paid  to  Mr.  Rockwell  June  19 

Balance  on  hand  June  19,  1870 
Paid  to  Rockwell  July  12 


8.60 


18.00 
10.00 


8.00 
2.00 


6.00 
11.00 
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Amt.  Dec.         Jan.         Mar.        Apr.        Jun.        Aug.  Amt. 


Name 

subscription 

18          8  ' 

71          26 

16 

18 

13 

Extra 

Paid 

R.  Culbertson 

.50 

2.00 

2.00 

1.50 

1.50 

1.00 

8.00 

J.  G.  Culbertson 

.30 

1.20 

1.20 

1.20 

.60 

.50 

4.70 

S.  S.  Culbertson 

.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

7.00 

William  Carson 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

3.50 

J.  Benson 

.25 

1.00          .50 

2.00 

3.50 

S.  S.  Benson 

.15 

.60 

A.  J.  Gullet 

.15 

.60 

.60 

.40 

.20 

.30 

2.10 

J.  C.  Foard 

1.00 

4.00 

5.00 

3.00 

2.00 

2.50 

14.00 

E.  Rice 

.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

7.00 

Wm.  P.  Nelson 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.75 

3.75 

A.  A.  File 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

4.00 

T.  File 

.75 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

1.50 

1.00 

11.50 

M.  S.  Fraley 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

3.50 

N.  Peninger 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

3.50 

Danl  Peninger,  Jr. 

.25 

1.00 

2.00 

3.00 

C.  Peninger 

.10 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.20 

1.70 

John  Marlin 

.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

7.00 

John  Mingis 

.50 

1.00 

Jesse  Powlass 

.20 

.80 

.80 

1.20 

2.80 

A.  A.  Hart 

.33»/3 

2.00 

3.00 

5.00 

H.  C.  Gillean 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

3.50 

John  Lyerly 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

3.50 

James  Watson 

.30 

1.20 

1.00 

1.00 

1  X 

Due 


1.00 


.50 


subs. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Mar.  Apr. 

Name 

per  day 

16 

6 

27 

18 

8 

19 

5 

26      16 

Wm.  G.  Watson 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.75 

.75 

John  Gullet 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

Martha  Todd 

.20 

.60 

1.25 

T.  L.  Thompson 

.50 

.50 

J.  P.  Marlin 

2.00 

Isaac  Lyerly 

.25 

1.00 

1.00 

Isabel  Gray 

1.00 

.50 

C.  Bailey 

.50 

J.  A.  Lyerly 

.50 

.50 

Margaret  Thomasor 

i 

1.00 

1.00 


7       28      18      16      13     Pd.    Due 

1.00  .50  3.50 

.50  2.35 
.50 

1.50  3.50 


2.00 
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(No  date  given  for  this  page) 

Ann  Gillean 

Wm.  G.  Rice 

.25 

T.  Thompson 

R.  Benson 

.50 

J.  Johnston 

1.00 

Paid  to  Rev.  1 

Tho.  Clampet 

.50 

+ 

,50 

Sept.  16,  18' 

Sarah  Armfield 

1.00 

.25  +  .25 
.50 


Paid  to  Rev.  B.  G.  Clifford  ninety-six  dollars  80  cents 

96.80 


Paid  to  Rev.  E.  F.  Rockwell  twenty-seven  dollars  55  cent? 
Dec.  18,  1870  27.55 


Jan.  8,  1871 
Feb.  19 
Mar.  5 
Apr.  16 
May  7 


6.75 

2.30 

3.00 

23.20 

10.05 


June  18 
Aug.  13 
Jan.  15,  1872 

140.30 


24.65 

21.80 
21.00 


Sept.  1,  1870  —  Money  paid  for  Rev.  B.  G.  Clifford 
N.  C.  Bailey  1.60 
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Family  Charts 

Genealogical  information  on  the  family  charts  to  follow  are  not  meant 
to  be  all  inclusive.  The  compiler  has  included  only  those  individuals 
buried  in  Unity  Cemetery,  or  in  some  cases,  the  names  of  family  mem- 
bers which  make  the  chart  more  understandable.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
reader  will  find  these  charts  useful  in  completing  his  own  family  infor- 
mation. 

Perhaps  many  other  family  members  are  buried  in  unmarked  graves  at 
Unity.  An  asterisk  beside  the  name  indicates  that  a  grave  marker  was 
found  in  1988.     > 


BENSON  FAMILY 


Spencer  Benson 
1801-1855 


Nancy  B.  Rice 
1806-1888 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 


"Isabella  A.  Benson 
1832-1853  N.M. 


"Samuel  S.  Benson 
1837-1899 


"Nancy  E.  Rice 
1836-1919 


"Lucy  C.  Benson 
1840-1918 
m.  1866     _ 

"William  Felker 
1845-1898 


"Nancy  Cornelia 

Benson  N.M. 

1842-1914 

"Jane  Benson 
1849-1917 

m. 
"John  Dent 
1859-1932 


{ 


"Win.  A.  Benson 

1867-1953 

m.  1890 

"Laura  A.  Wilhelm 

1878-1967 

"Robert  S.  Benson 

1870 

Mary  Eliz.  Benson 
m.  Wilhelm 

"Cornelia  J.  Benson 
1874-1902 
Murdered 

"Clary  Jane  Felker 
1877-1919 

"Win.  White  Felker 
1880-1919 


Buried  at  Fifth  Creek 


Died  in  flu  epidemic  of 
1918-1919 
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FILE  FAMILY 

Tobias  File  moved  into  Unity  Church  community  about  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War  and  operated  a  grist  mill  on  Third  Creek  at  Cool  Springs  Road. 
This  was  later  known  as  the  Rice-Ratledge  Mill. 


"Tobias  File 
1818-1884 


"Sarah  Eddlema 
1819-1896 


Juried  in  Units  Cemetery 


'Margaret  Any  Fit 
1845-1846 


"Mary  Jane  File 

1846-1896 

m. 

'Montford  Stokes 

Fralev  1822-1897 


-     'Augustus  File 
1848-1905 
m. 
'  1st)  Alie  Ann  Marlin 

1838-1875 
"2nd)  M.  Rosa 


"Martha  Ann  File 
1851 


"Charlotte  A.  File 
1853-1919 


Thomas  D.  Rice 
bur.  St.  Andrews 


"Sarah  E.  File 
1859-1899 


"Win.  F.  Rice 
1849-1927 


'Edward  File 
1869-1870 


°M.  Augusta  File 
1870-1877 


"Richard  File 
1873-1933 


"Mary  C.  Isenhour 
1849-1939 


"Orrie  W.  Fill 

1880-1934 


"Sallie  Stroud 
1878-1959 


r 


"Florence  Rice 
1889-1928 


'George  YV.  Ratledge 

ISM- 1955 
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LIPPARD 


~"  "Henry  G.  Lippard 
1853-1934 


"J. HA.  Lippard 

1827-1913 

m. 

1st  Louisa  R.  H. 

Graeber 

2nd)  Catherine  D. 

Barger 

°3rd)  Charlotte 

Gullett 

1831-1912 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 


"Sallie  P.  Locke 
1857-1909 


"Clinton  G.  Lippard 
1866-1936 


Minnie  Ida  Goodman 


—  "Jonas  Alexander  Lippard 
1855-1930 


"1st)  Eliz.  Ann  Powlas 

1853-1880 
'2nd)  Margaret  J.  Powlas 

1863-1891 
"3rd)  A.  Augusta  Powlas 

1862-1938 


°J.  Ralph  Lippard 
1899-1909 


"Grace  Lippard 
1893-1968 


"Walter  Owens 
1899-1953 

"Infant  1908 
"Infant  1910 
"Infant  1911 


—  Ralph  Lippard 

[—  John  Henderson  Lippard 

I—  Mary  Ida.  Lippard 
m. 
Dewey  Thompson 


~L 


f-   Gilmer  Owens 

Polly  Owens 

Hazel  Owens 

™  "Walter  E.  Owens 
m. 
"Margaret  May  Parks 

■  "James  Elmer  Owens 

"Catherine  Eliz.  Owens 
1912-1919 


-»  "Emma  Louise  Lippard 
|!  1887-1977 

^^—  Floyd  Lippard 
I         Walter  Lippard 
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CULBERTSON  FAMILY 

ACulbertson  Family  Tree,  prepared  in  1902  by  Miss  Hattie  Goodman, 
has  been  the  source  of  much  of  the  information  given  here.  John  Cul- 
bertson,  an  early  settler  of  Rowan  County  was  the  father  of  Samuel 
Culbertson,  born  1768,  who  married  Lydia  Gillespie,  born  1775.  Their 
children  are  shown  below.  Almost  all  of  them  are  buried  in  Unity  Ceme- 
tery. 


Elizabeth  Culbertson 
b.  1798 


"Gillespie  Culbertson 
1800-1845 


"Susanna  Cra' 
1801-1883' 


"John  G.  Culbertson 

1802-1890 

N.M. 

"Samuel  Knox 
Culbertson 
1804-1846 


Rachel  Harris 

"Jane  Culbertson 
1808-1845 


"Richard  Culbertson 
1821-1907 


'Fannie  Knox 
1820-1900 


"Samuel  Steele 
Culbertson 

1830-1889 


t 


"Charlotte  Fraley 
1826-1884 


This  family  migrated 
to  Tennessee  after 
death  of  Samuel. 


SEE  RICE  CHART 


"James  G.  Culbertson 
1858-1863 

Rev.  Richard  Watt 

Culbertson 

m.  Anna  Johnston 

lived  Mebane 

"John  Knox  Culbertson 
1857-1933 


"Linnie  Hart 
1870-1908 


"Edmund  Rice 
1809-1891 


"~  "William  Ramsey  Culbertson 
1891-1931  N.M. 

—     Lee  Hart  Culbertson 

"Charlotte  Faye  Culbertson 

1894-1979 

m. 

"Hugh  M.  Bailey 

1892-1971 

Richard  Guy  Culbertson 

,    Glenn  Culbertson 

"Miriam  Culbertson 
1901-1904 

Jean  Culbertson 

1  "John  Steele  Culbertson 

1907-1977 

m. 

Margaret  Bain 

b.  1910. 


"Nancv  Culbertson 
1810-1845 


"Henry  Robison,  Jr. 

"Daniel  Culbertson 
1813-1856 


"Lvdia  Repult 
1828-1913 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 


"Infant.  1844 
"Infant,  1845 


■    John  Culbertson 
N.M.  Died  1932/33 
in  Los  Angeles 

-  "Elizabeth  Culbertson 

1856-1943 

m. 

"John  H.  Rice 

1849-1916 


No  Children 
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FRALEY 


"John  Fralev 

1793-1849 

in. 

"1st)  Barbara  Lverly 

1791-1815 

°2nd)  Mary  A.  Lverlv 

1798-1868 

Barbara  and  Mary 
were  sisters, 
daughters  of 
Jacob  Lverly  and 
Margaret  Dillow 


John  Fralev  had 
two  brothers 


"Two  Babies 

Jan.  7,  1818 

"Lucinda  C.  Fralev 

1819-1868  N.M.' 

'Montford  Stokes  Fralev 

1824-1886 

m. 

°Marv  Jane  File 

1846-1896 

■    "Barbara  Charlotte 

Fralev 

1827-1884 


"Samuel  S.  Culbertson 

1830-1889 

"Jacob  L.  Fralev  CSA 

1829-1864 

"Dr.  Jesse  Rankin  Fralev 

1831-1875 

"Ashbel  Fralev  CSA 

1835-1862 

■     "Mary  C.  Fraley 

1837-1914 


L  "J< 


"James  Holt 
1841-1895 
in  Henrv  Frale\ 
b.  1840. 


"John  Knox 
Culbertson 
1857-1933 


"Linnie  Hart 
1870-1908 


"Marv  Bell  Holt 
1875-1935 


'Willie  Frank  Shaver 

1872-1965 

Cora  Holt 

m. 

Charles  J.  Benson 

.  "James  Kerr  Holt 
1877-1957 


"William  Ramsey  Culbertson 
Lee  Hart  Culbertson 
°Faye  Culbertson  m.  "Bailey 
Richard  Gray  Culbertson 
Glenn  Culbertson 
"Miriam  Culbertson 
Jean  Culbertson  m.  Caldwell 
"John  Steele  Culbertson 


"James  Akin  Shaver 
"Walter  Shaver 
Frank  Shaver 
Roy  Shaver 
Hallie  Shaver  m.  Hall 
Lottie  Shaver 
Curtis  Shaver 
"Twin  of  Curtis 
Everett  Shaver 
"George  Shaver 


Lillie  Freeman 
1886-1969 


"Infant,  1906 


David  Fralev 

m.  (b.  1788)       |  "William  R.  Fraley 

"1st)  Elizabeth I         1823-1890 

1787-1817  m 

r^      ji      .    i    .  "Jane  E.  Kincaid 

David  is  buried  at 

Lowerstone  with 
2nd  wife. 


i-  Wm.  White  Fralev 


Fannie  C.  Steele 

"Thomas  B.  Fralev 

1846-1895 

"Laura  J.  Fraley 

1850  (3  mos.) 

°C.  Bernard  Fraley 

1857-1867 


'  "John  S.  Fraley 

1880-1962 

m. 

"Desda  C.  Gillean 
1881-1954 


"Henry  Fralev 
1786-1831 


Elizabeth 


"Miles  J.  Fralev 
1829-19  mos.' 

"Elias  Fralev 
1831  -  (8  Mos.) 


"Buried  in  Unitv  Cemeter\ 
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GILLEAN  FAMILY 

The  Gillean  Family  in  Unity  Cemetery  are  descended  from  Col.  Abra- 
ham Gillean  (or  Gilliland),  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  his  wife 
Mary  Endsley.  Their  son  Jesse  Gillean,  1790-1877,  married  in  1824, 
Ann  Thompson,  1806-1877,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Cowan  Thompson.  Their  descendants  as  buried  in  the  Unity  Cemetery 
are  shown  below. 


"Hezekiah  Cowan  Gillean 
1824-1886 

m.  1846     

•1st)  Elizabeth  Lverlv 

1823-1847 

"2nd)  Martha  I.  Repult 

1826-1906 


"Margaret  Ann  Gillean 
1828-1889 

m. 
Eli  Powlas 

SEE  POWLAS  CHART 


"Sarah  Letitia  Gillean 

1832-1862 

m. 

"Jesse  Powlas 

1826-1902 

SEE  POWLAS  CHART 


"John  H.  Gillean 

1832-1862 

CSA 


Abigail  Gillean 
died  at  an 
early  age 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 


Sarah  Jane  Gillean 

in. 
William  Thomason 

"     "John  Houston 
Gillean  1859-1903 

m.  1879     

"Rachel  Elizabeth 
Gheen  1861-1901 


"William  C. 

Gillean 
1863-1931 


"Jesse  Franklin 

Gillean 

1866-1894 


—   Lydia  Gillean 


Hubbard  B.  Bailey 

buried  at 

Woodleaf  Meth. 


°C.  Harlan  Gillean 
1880-1949 


"Troy  Wetmore 
1884-1986 


"Desda  Gillean 
1881-1954 


"John  S.  Fraley 
1881-1962 

"Josie  B.  Gillean 

1883-1964 


"Franklin  E.  Correll 
1880-1941 


Frank  Gillean 

m. 
Janet  Miller 


"Clarence  M.  Gillean 
1889-1976 


"1st)  Callie  R.  Adkins 

1893-1955 

2nd)  Mary  Koone 

Frank  Bailey 

"Gwendolyn  "Jinks" 

Bailey  1904-1985 

m. 

"Robert  Hall  Fleming 

1902-1973 

.  Lelia  Bailey 
-  Harold  Bailey 


"Thelma  Gillean 

1904-1969 

Hayden  Gillean 

m. 

Nancy  Sloop 

■  "Kenneth  Gillean 

1907-1974 

m. 

Mozelle  Cope 

fHelen  Troy  Gillean 

1914-1982 

m. 

"Fred  B.  Brown 

1916-1982 
Catherine  Fraley 


Crawford  Holshouser 

P°E.  Talton  Correll 

1905-1984 


"1st)  Edna  Barnes 

1904-1931 
2nd)  Sadie  Sharpe 

—    "Edgar  Correll 
1906-1908 

"Hazel  Correll 

1910-1969 

m. 

James  Wilson 

Russell  Lee  Correl 


i 


Ruth  Grant 
Geraldine  Gillean 

Elizabeth  Gillean 
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LYERLY  FAMILY 

The  Lyerly  pioneers  came  into  Rowan  County  from  Pennsylvania 
along  with  other  Germans,  most  of  whom  settled  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  present  Rowan  County,  Cabarrus,  and  Stanly  Counties.  Though  Luth- 
eran, Johann  Christoph  Layrle,  1710-1786,  influential  in  religious  and 
political  affairs,  has  one  son  and  numerous  descendants  buried  at  Unity 
Church. 


Peter  Lyerlv 
1756-1820 


Catherine 
1760- 


"Christopher  Lyerlv 

(Stoffel) 

1793-1859 


"Mary  "Polly"  Jane 

Trexler 

1803-1859 


John  Lyerly 
1805-1875 


"America  Lverly 

1833-1920 

m.  1855 

"Alonzo  Hart 

1831-1905 


|—      "Mary  Delilah 
"Mollie"  Hart 
1858-1953 


Samuel  H.  Wetmore 
1858-1945 
-  Nettie  Hart 
(Carrigan) 

Ellen  Hart 

(Carawon) 

"Lee  Hart 
1865-1938 


"Nannie  Hawkins 
1874-1938 

•  "Linnie  Hart 
1870-1908 


"Isaac  Lyerly 
1838-1906 
_  m. 

°  1  st)  Lydia  Rice 

2nd)  Sarah  Eliz.  Gheen 

"3rd)  Augusta  Barringer 

1863-1906 


"John  Knox  Culbertson 
1857-1933 

'"Infant  1893 


■  Sarah  C.  "Sallie" 
Lyerlv  1836-1921 


Mary  G.  Robison 

Cowan,  widow  of 

John  Cowan 

1806-1855 


William  C.  Lverh 
1848-1903 


"Carrie  B.  Lyerly 
1889-1900 

"Alice  Lyerly 
Murdered  1906 

"John  H.  Lyerly 
Murdered  1906 

"Marv  A.  Lverlv 

1889-1976 

m. 

"Matt  Lee  Webb 

1882-1965 


•  SEE  WETMORE  CHART 


Janie  L.  Hart 


J""Jos, 


Joseph  H.  Hurst 

875-1928 


SEE  CULBERTSON  CHART 


[ 


"Annie  Lee  Lyerlv 

1871-1959  N.M. 

"John  C.  Lyerly 
1875-1877 
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Christopher  Lverlv 

1763-1832    

Removed  to  Illinois 


"Jacob  Lverlv,  Sr. 
1766-1843 


Margaret  Dillow 
1768-1845 


Jacob  Lyerly 
1789- 1854 


Mary  Moore 

1794-1859 

Stanley  Counties 


"   "Peter  Lverlv 
1791-1826 
m. 

"Margaret  Cresson 
1792-1872 


"Isaac  Lverlv 
1796-1926 


"Margaret  Barber 
1800-1878 


■  "Wilev  Leverlee 
1821-1885 

m. 
"Ester  Sides 
1825-1899 

"Sophia  Lyerly 
1818-1863 


"Daniel  Alexander 
Lyerly  1846-1920 


1st)  Richard  Graham 

'2nd)  John  M.  Marlin 

1799-1886 

■    "Abner  Charles  Lverlv 
1826-1842  ' 

-  George  Mumford  Lyerlv 
1818-1908 


"Marv  A.  Lyerly 

1798-1868 
.  m. 

"John  H.  Fraley 
1793-1845 


"Margaretta  Lverlv 
1805-1850  N.M.' 


"Catherine  Lverk 
1808-1878  N.M' 

"Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr. 
1811-1846 


"Elizabeth  Barber 
1818-1868 


1st)  Nancy  C.  Graham 
2nd)  Jane  Eliz.  Thompso 

"Giles  Lverlv 
1819-1841  N.M. 

"  "Elizabeth  Lverly 
1823-1847 


"H.C.  Gillean 

1824-1886 

"Jonathan  Lyerly 

1821-1858 


m. 


Mary  Briggs 


SEE  FRALEY  CHART 


"Harriett  I.  Lyerly 

1838-1922 


William  A.  Thompson 

"Thomas  S.  Lyerlv 
1840-1922 


"Eliza  Holt 


I 


Margaret  Eliz.  Rice 
1851-1937 

SEE  MARLIN  CHART 


'Wm.  Edward  Lverly 
1864-1955 


IV 

J.'M.         I 
yerly       j 

nU  r 


"Julia  C.  Jones 
1871-1936 

SEE  GILLEAN  CHART 

"Jonathan  M.  Lyerly 
1859-1924 


SEE  RICE  CHART 


•  "Eubert  Craig  Lyerly 
1904-1954 

'    "Margaret  Lverly 

1871-1930 

m. 

"William  Thornton 

1869-1953 

'  Nyman  Edward  Lyerl 
m. 
Marie  Floyd 


1st)  Marv  A.  Hunter 
"2nd)  Sarah  J.  Wilhelm 

1866-1903 

'3rd)  Corinna  May  Smith 

1881-1926 


"Elizabeth  Lyerly 

1896-1924 

m. 

Flynn  Goodnight 


'Marv  Thompson 
1860-1884 


r 


"James  Graham 
1854-1900 

Ross  Alexander  Lyerly 
1877-1931 


"Margaret  Thompson 
1878-1951 


"James  Thomas  Lyerl 

1906-1965 

m. 

Ruth  Kincaid 

"Cornelius  T.  Lverlv 
1910-1975 


"Buried  in  Unitv  Cemetery 
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PENNINGER 


Daniel 
Penninger 

Sr.     

of     

Cabarrus 
County 


"Daniel  Penninger,  Jr. 
1819-1900 


°Marv  C.  Pharr 
1834-1900 


"William  Henrv  Penninger 
1866-1918 


"Alice  Lenora  Mowery 

1880-1962 

She  married  2nd) 

James  A.  Mclntyre 

"Ella  Louise  Penninger 
1868-1939 


"Nelson  Penninger 
1818-1882 


"Tir/.ah  White 
1818-1892 


°Ruev  Ann  Penninger 
1827-1903  N.M. 


'1st)  John  Purviance 
1811-1860 


"William  F.  Isenhour 


"J.M.C.  Penninger 
1844-1928 


"Sarah  Penninger 
1830-1923 


"Jane  Marlin 
1849-1937 


"Martha  L.  Penninger 
b,  1845 


"Laura  Penninger 
1862-1935  N.M. 


"Jennie  Purviance 
1858-1932 


"Thomas  Locke  Thompson 
1857-1927 


"Nannie  Gullett 
1871-1919 


"2nd)  Andrew  J.  Gullett 

1839-1899 


Luther  Kluttz 
1871-1942 


"Henderson  Penninger 

1903-1964 

m. 

"Annie  Edwards 

1910-1970 

Infant  1891 


"Daniel  Allen  Isenhour 

1894-1918 

m. 

Evelyn  Kluttz 

1898 

■    Mollie  Penninger 

in. 

Sam  Sharpe 

•    "Infant  1886 

."Joel  Franklin  Penninger 

1888-1971 

m. 

"Ada  M.  Miller 

1893-1971 

.    "Infant  1892 

»  "Rosa  Belle  Penninger 

1896-1983 

m. 

"Thomas  S.  Brown 

1880-1937 

"Maggie  Thompson 

1878-1956 
°J.  Frank  Thompson 

1881-1932 

"J.  Walter  Thompson 

1884-1947 

"Jesse  Hellard  Thompson 

1886-1918 

Eulalia  Thompson 

Irene  Thompson 


"Mary  Evelyn  Kluttz 

"Walter  Bryan  Kluttz 

Nellie  Blye  Kluttz 

"Alma  Sally  Kluttz 

Robert  Keith  Kluttz 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 
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MARLIN 


-    "Jesse  Marlin 
1797-1842 


"John  Marlin 

1763-1846 

in. 

"Jane  Culbertson 

1770-1842 


"Samuel  Marlin      |-  °Jam'  M'""lin 

1793- is  IS 


Isabella  Lowr 

1793-1868 


1829-1865 
m.  _ 
Win.  Thomas  Barber 

L_  Win.  Theodore  Marlin 
in. 
Margaret  Howard 

f   "Alia  Ann  Marlin 
1838-1875 


r 


'Mary  Turnei 
1811-1868 


"Augustus  Alexander 

File  1848-1905 
Second  wife  of  Aug. 
Alex.  File 
°M.  Rosa 


John  Pinknev  Marlin 
1834-1871 

m. 
Anna  Lyerly 

"Isabella  Thomason 
1839-1910 


"Margaret  Marlin 

d.  1840 

m.  — — 

"James  Thomason 

1811-1857 


1st)  Ritchie 

2nd)  Louis  Corref 


'Mary  J.  Thomason 
1841-1925 


"Alvin  W.  Shaver 
1840-1919 


Frank  Thomason 
Plinv  Thomason 


"Rufus  Thomason 
1845-1906 


"Lorena  Harrison 
1863-1902 

Abner  Thomason  m 


Thomas  Barber.  Jr. 

in. 

"1st)  Mary  Lillie 

Thomason 

1867-1891 


"Richard  A.  File 
1873-1933 


"Marv  C.  Isenhour 
1849-1939 


"Edward  1869-70 
*-  "Augusta  1870-77 


L 


f 


"Orrie  W.  File 

1880-1934 

m. 

"Sallie  Stroud 
1878-1959 

"Frank  E.  Correll 

1880-1941 

m. 

"Josie  B.  Gillean 
1883-1964 


r-  "William  Frank  Shaver 
1872-1965 


"Marv  Bell  Holt 
1875-1935 


"Infant  (twin)  1872 
"Infant  1875 


"Alvin  Plinv  Shaver 
1879-1925 


"Katherine  Myers 
1874-1965 


"Ernest  Lewis  Thomason 


.  Alice  Thomason 


"John  M.  Marlin 
1799-1886      . 


"Sophia  Lyerly 

Graham 

1818-1863 


■—  Sarah  Jane  Marlin 

m. 

Lawson  Kluttz 

"Margaret  A.  Marlin 

1853-1862 

Julia  V.  Marlin 


"1st)  Thomas  Hix 
2nd)  Geo.  R.  McNeil 


Henrv  Harrison 


."Infant  Hix.  1871 

"George  Gilbert  McNeill 
"Infant  McNeill,  1877 
"Warren  Kirkland  McNeil 


~  "Claude  Harrison 


Irene  Thompson 
*•  "Wm.  Baxter  Harrison 
"Rosa  Brown 
"Walter  Glenn  Harrisoi 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 
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POWLAS  FAMILY 

Jon  Adam  Powlas,  son  of  Johann  Wilhelm  Paulus  and  his  wife  Ana 
Barbara,  from  Essenheim,  Germany,  buried  at  Lower  Stone  Church, 
arrived  in  Philadelphia,  October  10,  1768.  He  married  Mary  Dillow, 
first.  Of  nine  children  born  to  Adam  and  Mary  Powlas,  only  Mary  C. 
Wright  is  buried  at  Unity;  three  moved  to  Illinois,  others  settled  in 
eastern  Rowan  County.  Second,  Adam  Powlas  married  Margaret 
Hoffner.  Shown  on  the  chart  are  these  descendants  buried  at  Unity 
Cemetery. 


"Adam  Powlas 

—    Eli  Powlas 

-        "William  Powlas 

1829-1847 

m 

1857-1880 

N.M. 

"Margaret  Ann 

Gillean 

1828-1889 

Was  a  ward  of  Eli  Powlas 

William  Powlas 

m  Samuel  Powlas 
b.  1826 

Eli  and  Margaret  Ann  Powlas  were  grandpar- 

Catherine Canup 

ents  of  Maud  and  Annie  Powlass,  Lutheran 

missionaries  to  Japan. 

—  "Jesse  Powlas 

1826-1902 

"Levi  Powlas 

m. 

1831-1915 

"1st)  Sarah  Letitia 

m. 

Gillean                    ___ 

"Elizabeth  Ann  Powlas 

"1st)  Nancy  M.  Tucker 

1830-1854 

1852-1880 

1830-1888 

"2nd)  Sarah  Eliz. 

1st  wife  of  Jonas  A.  Lippard 

2nd)  Maggie  C.  Gourley 

Thompson 

—      "Margaret  J.  Powlas 

1856-1938 

1835-1901 

1863-1891 

nd  wife  of  "Jonas  A.  Lippard 
1855-1930 

i 

George  Franklin 

r 

""  "Marv  Lee  Powlas 

1835-1920 

Powlas  1863-1941 

1886-1960 

—  Margaret  Bost  (Eidson) 
.  Helen  Bost  (Tysinger) 

Cora  Belle  Thomason 

"Martin  Luther  Bost 

_  Ruth  Bost  (Edson) 

1869-1895 

1882-1965 

_  Jessie  Mildred  Bost 
_  Fred  Bost 

_     Jessie  Powlas 

mt  Jason  Alexander  Bost 

m. 

_  "John  Byerly  Bost 

Joe  Myers 

1918-1970 

"John  Henry  Powlas 
1841-1863  N.M. 

"      "Margaret  Isabella 
Powlas  1890-1909  N.M. 

m. 

"Evelyn  Baker 

1925-1893 

—  "James  Powlas  Bost 

"John  Q.A.  Powlas 

1918-1944 

1893-1953 

-  Hobert  Luther  Bost 

—  Robert  Franklin  Bost 

"Annie  Goodman 

—  Richard  Clyde  Bost 

1896-1978 

™  "Cloyce  Powlas 

1918-1919 

"■   "Lloyd  Powlas 

1916-1983 

"Evelyn  Hand 

1922-1987 

"Zelia  Powlas 

1929 

"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 
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RICE  FAMILY 

The  name  Rice  is  thought  to  be  from  the  Welch  name  Rhys.  The  Rice 
families  buried  in  Unity  Cemetery  are  descendants  of  Phillip  Rice  and 
his  wife  Sara  Thomason,  descended  from  the  three  sons  listed  on  the 
chart  below. 


"Eniuiul  Rice 
1809-1891 


'1st)  Jane  Culbertsi 

1808-1845 
2nd)  Eliz.  H.  Robis 


•   John  Rice 
1810-1878 

bur.  at 
St.  Andrews 


Cathew  Rice 
1811-1883 

bur.  at 
St.  Andrews 


'  Susan  Rice 
d.  Young 


"Martha  Rice 
1818-1880 


"  "Nancy  E.  Rice 

1836-1919 

in.   1866  

"Samuel  S.  Bensoi 
1837-1898 


"Allen  G.  Rice 
1838-1861  CSA 


"Lvdia  Rice 
1839-1882 


"William  A.  Benson 

1867-1950 

m,   1890 

"Laura  A.  Wilhelm 

1878-1967 

'Robert  S.  Benson 
Mars  Elizabeth  Bens 

—  "Cornelia  J.  Benson 


I 


"Isaac  Lverlv 
1838-1906' 

-  Joseph  A.  Rice 
.  "Infant  1843 

"  "Win.  Gillespie 
Rice  1845-1929 

m.  1868  

Elizabeth  A.  Locke 
1848-1898 

»  Abner  M.  Rice 
m. 

"Julia  F.  

1843-1900 
.  William  Rice 
,  John  Henry  Rict 

Phillip  Rice 

-  Thomas  David  Rice 

m. 

Mary  Jane  Benson 

"2nd  Charlotte  File 

1853-1919 

-  "John  Haywood  Rice 

1849-1916 

m. 

"Elizabeth  Culbertson 

1856-1943 

-  "William  F.  Rice 

1849-1927 

m. 

"Sarah  E.  File 

1859-1899 

-  "Margaret  Eliz.  Rice 

1851-1937 


Joseph  G.  Lyerly 

1866-1948 

m. 

"Mary  C  Lyerly 
1874-1895 

"George  L.  Rice 
1869-1892 

"Elizabeth  Rice 
1876-1941 


"Columbus  Perrel 
1877-1964 


"Lvdia  A.  Rice 
1886-1887 


°Wm.  Luther  Rict 
1888-1974 


"Daniel  A.  Lyerly 

1846-1920 

Cathew  Albert  Rice 


"Sallie  Eliz.  Watson 

"James  Wood  Lyerly 
1876-1961' 
in. 
"Effie  J.  Benson 
1876-1940 
"Nola  Mae  Lverlv 
1877-1930 
m. 
"John  Thomas  Thomps 
1870-1949 
"Charles  Albert  Lverl 
1880-1931  ' 
m. 
"Lillar  Barnes 
1888-1938 

"Elizabeth  A.  Lyerly 
1884-1963 

m. 
E.  L.  Bolick 
"Rev.  Samuel  B.  Lyerls 
1885-1930 
m. 
Beulah  Cline 
°L.  Preston  Lyerly 
1888-1914 
1  "Walter  Lee  Lyerly 
1893-1948 


"Beulah  Correl 
1895-1984 


Samuel  Alex.  Benson 
"George  Sidney  Benson 
Ruth  Cornelia  benson 
Naomi  May  Benson 
Claude  Franklin  Benson 
Eleanor  Benson 

—  Ira  W.  Benson 
Worth  R.  Benson 

_  Wade  Wilhelm  Benson 


£ 


"J.  Arthur  Perrell 
Mary  Perrell 
Lena  Perrell 
Ravmond  C.  Perrel 


Graham  Rice 
Melvin  Rice 
Helen  Rice 


I 


"Glenn  Rice  Lyerk 
Miriam  Lyerly  (Williams) 
Virginia  LyerK  (Trent) 
Mary  Lyerly  (Byerly) 


"John  Foster 
1811-1875 


"Buried  in  Unitv  Cemetery 
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THOMPSON  FAMILY 

William  "Billy"  Thompson,  1779-1830,  born  on  a  farm  at  the  foot  of 
Young's  Mountain  near  Barber,  married  Elizabeth  "Betsy"  Cowan, 
1785-1843,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas  Cowan,  and  they  were  the 
ancestors  of  the  Thompsons  buried  in  Unity  Cemetery. 


"Ann  Thompson 
1806-1877 


Jesse  Gillean 
1790-1877 


John  Noonan 
Thompson 
1808-1842 


Margaret  Scott 

Knox 

1810-1864 


.SEE  GILLEAN  CHART 

"James  Long 
Thompson 
1830-1908 

m.  — 

"Nancy  Hellard 
1831-1907 

■  William  Arthur 
Thompson,  CSA 

m. 

"Harriett  Lverlv 

1838-1922 

■"Sarah  Eliz.  Thompson 
1835-1901 


"George  Franklin 

Thompson 

1855-1879 

m. 

Laura  Ann  Barber 


"Thomas  Locke 
Thompson 

1857-1927 


"Jesse  Powlas 
1826-1902 

Mary  C.  Thompson 


Jacob  Freeze 


Benjamin  Turner 
Thompson 


Nancy  Pinkston 


"Mary  Jane  Purviance 
1858-1932 


"Margaret  J.  Powlas 

1863-1891 

m. 

"Jonas  Lippard 

1855-1930 


"Benjamin  W.  Freeze 
1861-1933 


"Alice  Miller 
1861-1955 

"John  Thomas  Thompson 
1870-1949 


"Maggie  Thompson 
1878-1956 

m. 

"Ross  Lverly 

1877-1931 

"J.  Frank  Thompson 

1881-1932 

m. 

"Bessie  N.  Brown 

1883-1953 

"J.  Walter  Thompson 

1884-1947 

"Jesse  Hellard  Thompson 

1886-1918 

in. 

"Meekie  Benson 

1888-1979 

Eulalia  Thompson 
"Irene  Thompson 

1890-1959 

m. 

"Claude  Harrison 

1890-1959 


"Infant  1881 


"Nola  Mav  Lyerlv 
1877-1930 


"Kathrvn  Thompson 
1910-1935 


Thomas  Locke 
Thompson,  Sr. 


1st)  Eliz.  H.  Cowan 
2nd)  Jane  Elliott 


"Thomas  Locke 

Thompson,  Jr. 

1837-1881 


Nancy  E.  Smith 


"Julia  Ann  Thompson 
1862-1929 


"John  Alex.  Wilhelm 
1854-1930 

"Laura  B.  Thompson 
1862-1909 


"Laura  Wilhelm 
1878-1967 


"William  A.  Benson 
1867-1950 


"Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery 


"Thomas  H.  Barger 
1861-1886 
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WETMORE  FAMILY 

In  a  well  documented  family  tree,  the  Wetmores  of  Woodleaf  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  Ichabod  Wetmore  II,  1792-1857,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Ann  Badger,  who  moved  from  Connecticut  to  North  Carolina. 
Ichabod  Wetmore  was  descended  from  Thomas  Wetmore  of  Wales  who 
came  to  Connecticut  in  1642. 

Rev.  Dr.  George  Badger  Wetmore,  son  of  Ichabod  Wetmore  II,  and  an 
Episcopal  minister  of  note,  married  Rosa  Troy  Hall,  daughter  of  William 
Weldon  Hall  and  wife  Ann  Carolyn  Troy. 


George  Badger 
Wetmore 
1823-1888 


Rosa  Trov  Hall 


George  Badger 

Wetmore  1852-1918 

m. 

Mary  Weldon 

bur.  St.  Andrews 

.  Ann  Troy  Wetmore 

in. 

John  A.  Bailey 

bur.  Woodleaf 

Methodist 


"Samuel  Hinsdale 
Wetmore 
1858-1945 


"Mollie  D.  Hart 
1858-1953 


Laura  Elizabeth 

Wetmore 

m. 

M.J.  Anderson 


"Man  Rosa  Wetmore 
1866-1905 


"Nathan  Neely 
Fleming  1858-1929 


Harriett  T.  Wetmore 

m. 
John  C.  Witherspoon 

Francis  Wetmore 

Theophilis  B. 
Wetmore 


"William  H.  Wetmore  1879-1969,  m.  Elizabeth 

Bailey,  1880-1947 
Samuel  Howard  Wetmore  m.  Irene  Shuping 
"Trov  Wetmore,  1884-1986,  m.  C.  Harlan  Gillean 

1880-1949. 
"Alonzo  Wetmore,  1886-1887. 
"Marv  Wetmore,  1888-1982,  m.  Oscar  T.  Nesbit, 

1886-1972. 
"John  Harrington  Wetmore,  1889-1928,  in. 

Bertha  Watson,  1890-1978. 
Sallie  Wetmore  in.  William  P.  Moore,  Sr. 
Janie  Wetmore  m.  Guy  W.  Etheridge,  Sr. 
"Rose  Huske  Wetmore,  1895-1951,  m.  Janie 

Spivey,  1900- 
Thomas  Hubert  Wetmore  m.  Mary  Curlee 
"Annie  E.  Wetmore,  1899 
"Eva  Mae  Wetmore,  1900-1984,  m.  1st  Ed  Brumfield, 

2nd  James  E.  Dickens,  1893-1963,  3rd  Fred  Koontz. 
"Joseph  H.  Wetmore,  1898. 
Glarence  Heber  Wetmore  m.  "Leitha  Peeler. 

1907-1987. 
"Charles  Harold  Wetmore,  1903-1962,  m.  Mary 

Lee,  1903- 
"Kenneth  H.  Wetmore,  1905. 


"Nathan  Neely  Fleming,  lived  Mebane. 
"Marv  Fleming,  1892-1959,  m.  "Clarence  Cole 
1889-1966. 

"Margaret  K.  Fleming,  1894-1955,  N.M. 

"George  W.  Fleming,  1896-1897. 

"Rosanna  Fleming,  1898-1973,  m.  "Everette 
Swink,  1892-1957 

John  S.  Fleming  lived  Elm  City. 

"Robert  H.  Fleming,  1902-1973,  m.  "Gwendolyn 
'Jinks"  Bailey,  1904-1985 


'1st  Emma  B.  Douglas 

1875-1910 
2nd)  Mildred  Phelps 


"Wavne  Douglas  Wetmore 
1900-1919 


"Buried  in  United  Cemeterv 
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UNITY  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
CEMETERY  RECORDS 

Compiled  from  Headstones 
May  1,  1988 

Alphabetical  Listing  of  Persons  Buried  in  Unity  Cemetery. 

Genealogical  data  appearing  below  each  listing 
Researched  by 

Ray  Shytle 
Organist,  Unity  Church  since  1970 

FOREWORD  TO  CEMETERY  RECORDS 

The  strength  and  continuity  of  a  church  is  found  in  its  members,  the 
families  who  have  supported  it  through  the  years,  and  in  the  case  of 
Unity  Church,  through  two  centuries.  As  these  saints  of  God  pass  on  to 
their  eternal  rewards,  they  are  often  remembered  with  grave  markers 
which  attest  to  their  having  been  here. 

Recorded  here  is  an  alphabetical  listing  of  the  names,  with  dates  of 
birth  and  death,  and  all  the  inscriptions,  on  each  grave  marker  found  in 
Unity  Presbyterian  Church  cemetery  in  1988.  Unfortunately,  many 
have  been  lost  due  to  weathering  and  age. 

All  the  information  recorded  in  1988  was  compared  with  that  gath- 
ered previously  by  two  other  individuals.  Mrs.  Mamie  McCubbins,  a 
Rowan  County  genealogist  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  recorded 
some  of  Unity  cemetery  about  1930.  November  10,  1941,  someone 
from  the  Register  of  Deeds  office  also  recorded  Unity  cemetery.  Where  a 
stone  (or  funeral  home  marker)  has  been  lost  during  the  intervening 
years,  I  have  used  listings  from  the  earlier  works  in  order  to  be  as 
accurate  and  inclusive  as  possible. 

Genealogical  information  on  individuals  and  families  in  Unity  ceme- 
tery, has  been  included  in  a  short  paragraph  following  the  name  of  each 
person  (or  husband  and  wife).  For  this,  I  have  consulted  many  sources. 
The  McCubbins  files  in  the  Rowan  County  Library  have  been  invalu- 
able. Other  sources  were:  THE  KNOX  FAMILY,  by  Miss  Hattie  S.  Good- 
man; COWANS  FROM  COUNTY  DOWN,  by  John  K.  Fleming;  THE 
LYERLY  FAMILY,  by  Carr  R.  Lyerly,  Hugh  B.  Lyerly,  and  William  L. 
Rhyne;  the  Culbertson  Family  Tree,  by  Miss  Hattie  Goodman;  cemetery 
records  of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church,  compiled  by  Mary  Jane 
Fowler;  cemetery  records  of  Third  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Thyatira  Presbyterian  Church;  articles,  obituaries,  and  features  from 
THE  SALISBURY  POST;  Robison  family  information  as  supplied  by  John 
Robison,  Charlotte;  and  numerous  interviews  with  church  members  and 
other  residents  of  the  Woodleaf  community. 
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OLD  CEMETERY  GATE 


Any  work  of  this  kind  is  subject  to  having  errors  in  it.  For  that,  I 
apologize.  I  have  worked  diligently  to  correct  any  errors  found  by  the 
several  people  who  proofread  this  work  before  printing. 

A  special  word  of  thanks  and  appreciation  is  extended  to  many  people 
who  helped  in  making  this  cemetery  record  a  reality.  Several  of  the 
youth  assisted  in  recording  inscriptions  from  the  stone  markers.  Several 
other  people  have  checked  and  rechecked  names,  dates,  and  family 
information.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  list  the  names  of  all  the 
people  who  have  given  invaluable  assistance  to  me.  For  the  many  mem- 
bers of  church  and  community  who  have  listened,  encouraged,  assisted, 
corrected,  answered  calls,  allowed  me  to  visit,  or  otherwise  become  a 
part  of  this  record  with  its  genealogical  notes,  I  am  grateful. 

Although  I  am  not  a  native  of  this  county,  or  even  a  resident  of  this 
community,  I  have  grown  to  love  Unity  Church  and  this  is  my  Bicenten- 
nial gift  to  its  people.  Researching  your  families  has  been  interesting, 
fascinating,  and  rewarding.  I  have  gained  a  deeper  appreciation  for 
Unity  Church  and  its  heritage.  Let  me  encourage  each  of  you  to  continue 
researching  your  own  family.  If  writers  of  the  holy  scriptures  were  in- 
spired to  include  many  pages  of  genealogy,  then  it  follows  that  it  must  be 
given  some  consideration  in  a  modern  world.  May  this  be  a  beginning  for 
you. 

Ray  Shytle 

Organist  at  Unity  since  1970. 

Principal  at  Woodleaf  School. 
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UNITY  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  CEMETERY 

Recorded  1988 

Archie,  Abe  A.  Born  Mar.  15,  1882  Died  Jan.  30,  1934 

His  wife  Fanny  J.  Parks    Born  Dec.  10,  1891    Died  Mar.  26,  1926 
Asleep  in  Jesus,  Blessed  Sleep. 

Born  in  Strawberry  Plains,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  Abe  A.  Archie,  was 
the  son  of  Abner  and  Mary  Hellard  Archie.  After  the  death  of  Abner, 
Mary  returned  to  Potneck  and  married  Albert  Walton.  Abe  married 
Fannie  J.  Parks,  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Matilda  J.  Winecoff  Parks,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  James  Eugene,  Burley  (McNeely), 
Frances  (Holshouser),  and  Oscar  Archie. 


Armfield,  Alfred  Moses       Born  May  27,  1853       Died  July  22,  1854 
Son  of  J.  &  S.  J.  Armfield 


Armfield,  Ann  G.  Born  Sept.  13,  1848  Died  June  13,  1856 

Daughter  of  J.  &  S.  J.  Armfield 


Armfield,  H.  B.  Born  Aug.  25,  1845  Died  Mar.  15,  1885 

Come  unto  me  and  I  will  give  you  rest,  saith  the  Lord. 

Henry  Brown  Armfield  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  Armfield  and  Sarah  J. 
Brown  Armfield. 


Armfield,  Jonathan  Died  Sept.  28,  1885 

Aged  about  56  years. 


Armfield,  Sarah  J.  Born  June  4,  1810  Died  Nov.  18,  1877 

Wife  of  J.  Armfield 

Jonathan  Armfield  married  Sarah  J.  Brown,  the  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Catherine  Swink  Brown,  and  granddaughter  of  THE  Michael  Braun  (Old 
Stone  House)  and  his  second  wife,  Rosanna  Fisher. 

In  1880,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  Sarah,  the  estate  of  Jonathan 
Armfield,  on  bank  of  Third  Creek  and  Tarrh  Branch,  was  divided  among 
his  children:  Henry  Brown  Armfield  of  Rowan  County,  Louisa  S.,  Madi- 
son L.,  and  Luther  J.  Armfield  of  Williamson  County,  Texas. 


Austen,  Bessie  Pearl         Born  Aug.  21,  1885         Died  Dec.  23,  1890 
Dau.  of  W.  L.  and  E.  A.  Austen. 
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This  death  date  was  recorded  by  both  Mrs.  McCubbins  and  in  the 
Register  of  Deeds  office.  However,  this  stone  has  been  repaired  and  the 
date  cemented  over  and  can  no  longer  be  read. 

Could  these  parents  be  William  A.  Austin  and  Dora  A.  Mingis,  who 
married  August  26,  1884? 


Austen,  E.  Baxter  Born  Mar.  12,  1887  Died  Sept.  17,  1890 

Son  of  W.  L.  and  E.  A.  Austen. 
Aged  3  Y's  6  M's  &  5  D's. 

Dearest  loved  one  we  hope  to  meet  thee 

When  the  day  of  life  is  fled. 

And  in  heaven  with  joy  to  greet  thee 

Where  no  farewell  tears  are  shed. 


Bailey,  Buddy  Born  May  23,  1889  Died  Dec.  3,  1889 

Son  of  H.  B.  and  L.  A.  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Charlotte  Fraley  (Fay)  See  Hugh  M.  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Claudia  Irene        Born  Mar.  27,  1887        Died  Aug.  17,  1890 
Dau.  of  H.  B.  and  L.  A.  Bailey. 
Aged  3  Y's  4  M's  20  D's. 

A  precious  one  from  us  is  gone, 

A  voice  we  loved  is  stilled: 

A  place  is  vacant  in  our  home 

Which  never  can  be  filled. 

Hubbard  B.  Bailey,  son  of  Radford  Bailey,  Sr.,  and  Catherine  Howard 
Bailey,  of  Davie  County,  and  Lydia  Ann  Gillian,  daughter  of  H.  Cowan 
and  Martha  I.  Repult  Gillean,  were  married  February  10,  1886.  They 
are  buried  at  Woodleaf  Methodist  Church  cemetery. 


Bailey,  Hugh  Marcellus      Born  Sept.  19,  1892      Died  Dec.  29,  1971 


Bailey,  Charlotte  Fraley  (Fay)  Born  Jan.  24,  1894 

Died  Feb.  4,  1979 
(wife  of  Hugh  Marcellus  Bailey). 

Hugh  M.  Bailey,  the  son  of  Radford  B.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thomason 
Bailey,  married  February  14,  1918,  "Fay"  Culbertson,  the  daughter  of 
John  Knox  Culbertson  and  Linnie  Hart  Culbertson.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  William  Douglas,  (Dr.)  Hilda,  Donnell  (Gowey),  and  Jack 
Bailey. 
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Bailey,  Elizabeth  Kincaid  See  Ira  T.  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Ira  T.  Born  Sept.  3,  1883  Died  Dec.  27,  1955 


Bailey,  Elizabeth  Kincaid     Born  Nov.  27,  1890     Died  June  12,  1979 
(wife  of  Ira  T.  Bailey). 

Ira  T.  Bailey,  the  son  of  Radford  B.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thomason 
Bailey,  married  Elizabeth  Kincaid,  the  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Lillie 
Grace  Neely  Kincaid  of  Cleveland.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Wallace  Kincaid,  Linda  Lee  (Watson),  Sarah  (Coulter)  and  Margaret 
(McCurry)  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Marguerite  Baine  See  Wm.  Douglas  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Martha  Fraley  Dec.  8,  1956 

Twin  Dau.  of  W.  D.  and  Marguerite  Bailey. 


Bailey,  Radford  Burton         Born  Aug.  8,  1852         Died  Feb.  3,  1939 


Bailey,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thomason  Born  Feb.  10,  1859 

Died  Mar.  25,  1911 
(wife  of  Radford  Burton  Bailey). 

The  son  of  Radford  Bailey,  Sr.,  and  Nancy  Catherine  Howard,  of  Davie 
County,  who  married  January  12,  1848,  Radford  Burton  Bailey  married 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Thomason,  of  Franklin,  February  14,  1878.  They  had 
the  following  children:  Mary  (Pennington),  Elizabeth  (Wetmore),  Wal- 
ter, Ira,  George,  Hugh,  and  Helen  Bailey.  Radford  was  an  elder  at  Unity 
Church,  1883-1934,  and  Clerk  of  Sesson,  1902-1910. 


Bailey,  William  Douglas  Born  Nov.  17,  1919 


Bailey,  Marguerite  Bain      Born  Oct.  19,  1919      Died  Aug.  17,  1985 
(wife  of  William  Douglas  Bailey). 

William  Douglas  Bailey,  son  of  Hugh  M.  and  Charlotte  "Fay"  Culbert- 
son  Bailey,  married  Marguerite  Bain,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Alibert 
Bain  of  Fayetteville,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Sandra,  Rob- 
ert, Miriam,  Fred,  Mary,  and  Martha  Bailey. 
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Barber,  Jane  E.  Born  July  8,  1829  Died  March  8,  1865 

Wife  of  Win.  Barber  Aged  36  years. 

William  Thomas  Barber,  son  of  Samuel  and  Isabella  Marlin  Barber, 
married  Jane  Marlin,  July  12,  1859. 


Barber,  Lula  I.  Born  May  4,  I860  Died  Feb.  22,  1865 

Dau.  of  Win.  and  J.  E.  Barber, 
Aged  4  yr.,  9  mo.,  18  days. 

Lula  I.  Barber  was  the  daughter  of  William  Thomas  and  Jane  E.  Marlin 
Barber. 


Barber,  Mary  L.  Born  April  1,  1867  Died  Aug.  27,  1891 

Wife  of  W.  T.  Barber 
Aged  24  y's,  4  m's,  26  d's. 

William  Thomas  Barber,  Jr.,  son  of  William  Thomas  and  Jane  E.  Marlin 
Barber,  married,  first,  Mary  Lilly  Thomason,  February  27,  1884. 


Barber,  Samuel  Hobart      Born  Sept.  26,  1897      Died  June  15,  1899 
Son  of  W.  T  and  F.  E.  Barber. 

This  is  the  son  of  William  Thomas  Barber,  Jr.,  and  Frances  E.  Petrea, 
who  married  December  6,  1894. 


Barber,  Willie  Lloyd  Born  Nov.  3,  1888  Died  May  23,  1890 

Son  of  W.  T  and  M.  L.  Barber. 

This  is  the  son  of  William  Thomas  Barber,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Lilly  Thoma- 
son Barber. 


OUR  PARENTS 

Barger,  Thomas  H.  Born  Feb.  4,  1861  Died  July  25,  1886 

Barger,  Laura  B.  Born  July  17,  1862  Died  Oct.  27,  1909 

(wife  of  Thomas  H.) 

Thomas  Barger  married  Laura  B.  Thompson,  November  14,1881,  and 
they  had  two  children:  John  and  Marguerite  (Letter)  Barger.  Laura 
Thompson  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Sr.,  and  sec- 
ond wife,  Jane  Phillis  Elliott. 


Benson,  Annie  E.  Born  Feb.  12,  1902  Died  Aug.  20,  1902 

Aged  6  m's,  8  d's. 
This  is  an  infant  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Laura  Wilhelm  Benson. 
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Benson,  Cornelia  J.  Born  Sept.  8,  1874  Died  June  9,  1902 

Aged  27  y's,  9  m's,  1  da. 

CORNELIA  BENSON 

Cornelia  Jane  Benson,  age  27,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  and  Nancy  E. 
Rice  Benson,  of  Cool  Springs  Road  in  Woodleaf,  was  stoned  to  death  on 
June  9,  1902. 

On  her  way  to  the  branch  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
home,  to  hoe  corn,  Cornelia,  bloody  and  dead,  was  found  by  her  mother, 
in  a  ditch  where  the  murderers  had  dragged  her.  An  examination  of  the 
body  showed  she  had  been  stoned  to  death.  The  back  of  her  head  was 
crushed  which  led  everyone  to  believe  that  the  first  blow  was  struck 
from  behind. 

Unmarried,  Cornelia  lived  with  her  parents,  her  brother  William  and 
his  wife  Laura. 

Arrested  and  placed  in  the  Rowan  County  jail  were  James  and  Harris 
Gillespie,  young  sons  of  Ann  Cowan,  the  wife  of  a  tenant  farmer,  Stokes 
Cowan.  A  lynch  mob  formed  within  the  week  and  heavily  armed,  went  to 
the  jail,  seized  the  two  boys,  took  them  to  a  wooded  area  off  Long  Street 
where  they  were  hanged  from  the  limbs  of  an  oak  tree. 

"Except  for  one  thing  it  is  best  forgotten.  At  least  we  are  a  better 
people  than  our  forefathers  were.  Mob  law  went  out  of  fashion  years 
ago,"  said  one  man. 


Benson,  G.  Sidney  Born  May  20,  1900  Died  Nov.  13,  1981 


Benson,  Lelia  F.  Born  Mar.  8,  1909  Died  Sept.  6,  1970 

(husband  of  G.  Sidney) 

George  Sidney  Benson,  son  of  William  A.  and  Laura  Wilhelm  Benson, 
married  Lelia  Fleming,  daughter  of  Nathan  N.  and  Bessie  McKinney 
Fleming,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Martha  Jean  (Graham) 
Julia  Ann  (Shuping),  George  Sidney,  and  Nathan  Neely  Benson.  He  was  a 
ruling  elder  1974-1979. 


Benson,  Isabell  A.  Died  July  23,  1853 

Aged  20  yrs.  9  mo. 
Gon(e)  to  rest. 

The  daughter  of  Spencer  and  Nancy  B.  Benson,  Isabell  A.  Benson 
never  married. 


Benson,  Laura  W.  See  William  A.  Benson. 
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Benson,  Lelia  F.  See  G.  Sidney  Benson. 


Benson,  N.  E.  See  S.  S.  Benson. 


Benson,  Nancy  B.  See  Spencer  Benson. 


Benson,  Nancy  C.  Born  Dec.  16,  1842  Died  May  21,  1914 

Gone  but  not  forgotten 

Nancy  Cornelia  Benson,  who  never  married,  was  the  daughter  of 
Spencer  and  Nancy  B.  Rice  Benson. 


Benson,  Robert  Stephen     Born  March  2,  1870     Died  Nov.  19,  1870 
Son  of  S.  S.  and  N.  E.  Benson, 
Aged  8  mos.  17  d. 

This  stone  has  been  broken  into  three  pieces. 


Benson,  S.  S.  Born  June  11,  1837  Died  Feb.  10,  1899 


Benson,  N.  E.  Born  May  9,  1836  Died  Feb.  12,  1919 

(wife  of  S.  S.  Benson) 

Samuel  Spencer  Benson,  son  of  Spencer  and  Nancy  B.  Rice  Benson, 
married  Nancy  E.  Rice,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Jane  Culbertson  Rice. 
They  were  married  on  October  31,  1866  by  Rev.  George  B.  Wetmore. 
They  had  the  following  children:  William  A.,  Robert  Stephen,  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Wilhelm),  and  Cornelia  Jane  Benson. 

As  recorded  in  Rumple's  HISTORY  OF  ROWAN  COUNTY,  p.  567, 
Samuel  Benson,  age  25,  enlisted  on  March  18,  1862,  in  Company  C, 
49th  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States  Army.  He  was  wounded  at 
Bermuda  Hundred  on  May  20,  1864. 


Benson,  Spencer  Died  Aug.  15,  1855 

Aged  54  y's,  1  mo. 

Blessed  are  they  who  died  in  the  Lord. 


Benson,  Nancy  B.  Died  Feb.  28,  1 

Aged  81  yrs.,  6  mo. 

Blessed  are  they  who  died  in  the  Lord. 
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According  to  the  will  of  Spencer  Benson,  dated  August  11,  1855,  his 
wife  was  Nancy  Rice,  whom  he  married  March  26,  1828.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Isabella  A.,  Andrew  Jackson,  Samuel  Spencer,  Lucy 
Caroline  (married  William  Felker),  Nancy  Cornelia,  Robert  Lillington 
(married  Miranda  Harrison  and  lived  at  Cooleemee),  Jane  (married  John 
Dent,  lived  at  Concord),  and  John  Brewer  Benson  (married  Betty  Wright 
and  lived  Kannapolis). 


Benson,  William  A.  Born  Oct.  18,  1867  Died  Nov.  13,  1950 


Benson,  Laura  W.  Born  Dec.  13,  1878  Died  Oct.  20,  1967 

(wife  of  William  A.) 

William  Alexander  Benson,  son  of  Samuel  Spencer  Benson  and  Nancy 
E.  Rice  Benson,  married,  on  December  23,  1890,  Laura  Ann  Wilhelm, 
the  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Julia  Ann  Thompson  Wilhelm,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Samuel  Alexander,  George  Sidney,  Annie  Eliza- 
beth, Ruth  Cornelia  (Fraley),  Naomi  May  (Steele),  Claude  Franklin, 
Laura  Eleanor  (Wilson),  Ira  William,  Worth  Rice,  and  Wade  Wilhelm 
Benson. 


Boger,  Infant  Sept.  7,  1952 

Son  of  Albert  D.  and  Patsy  Ruth  Boger 

Bolick,  Elizabeth  Lyerly     Born  March  8,  1884     Died  Oct.  17,  1963 

Elizabeth  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Daniel  A.  and  Margaret  Rice  Lyerly,  was 
the  wife  of  E.  L.  Bolick. 


Bost,  James  P.  Born  Dec.  18,  1918  Died  Aug.  27,  1944 

JAMES  POWLAS  BOST 

James  Powlas  Bost  was  the  son  of  Martin  Luther  and  Mary  Lee  Powlas 
Bost,  one  of  Rowan  County's  banner  families  which  had  six  sons  in 
service  during  World  War  II.  He  was  married  to  Margaret  McDaniel, 
daughter  of  G.  W  McDaniel,  and  the  father  of  one  son,  James  Powlas 
Bost,  Jr. 

He  entered  the  army  March  10,  1942,  received  training  at  Camp  Polk, 
Louisiana,  Camp  Cook,  California,  and  Fort  Benning,  Georgia.  He  was  in 
England  first  and  then  sent  to  France  where  he  was  killed  in  action. 


TOGETHER  FOREVER 
Bost,  John  Byerly  Born  Dec.  18,  1918  Died  Oct.  28,  1970 
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Bost,  Evelyn  Baker  Born  June  28,  1925  Died  June  29,  1983 

(wife  of  John  Byerly  Bost) 

John  B.  Bost,  the  son  of  Martin  L.  and  Mary  Lee  Powlas  Bost,  married 
Evelyn  Baker,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Virginia  Lee  (m.  1st, 
Capt.  Charles  Jefferies,  killed  in  Pacific  by  an  unknown  assailant,  2nd, 
Sellers),  Nancy  (Young),  Joyce  (Zug),  Janet  (Butterfield),  John,  and 
Diane  Bost. 

John  Bost  was  killed  in  a  construction  accident;  his  wife,  Evelyn  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 


Bost,  Martin  Luther  Born  Sept.  1,  1882  Died  Oct.  11,  1965 


Bost,  Mary  Lee  Powlas        Born  Dec.  6,  1886        Died  May  23,  1960 
Wife  of  Martin  L.  Bost 

Martin  Luther  Bost,  son  of  Jacob  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  "Betty" 
Foutz  Bost,  married  Mary  Lee  Powlas,  daughter  of  George  Franklin  and 
Cora  Belle  T.  Powlas,  December  9,  1905,  and  they  had  twelve  children: 
Infant,  Cora  Margaret  (Eidson),  Helen  Isabel  (Tysinger),  Mary  Ruth 
(Edson),  Jessie  Mildred,  Fred  L.,  Jason  Alexander,  John  Byerly,  James 
Powlas,  Hobert  Luther,  Robert  Franklin,  and  Richard  Clyde  Bost. 


Bowers,  Stephanie  Lee  Aug.  10,  1974 

Dau.  of  Janie  and  Carl  Bowers. 

Janie  Wetmore  Bowers  is  the  daughter  of  Heber  and  LeithaWetmore. 


Boyd,  Infant  Died  Oct.  2,  1874  Aged  2  days, 

of  Rev.  R.  W.  and  S.  J.  Boyd 


Boyd,  Infant  Born  June  17,  1880 

of  Rev.  R.  W.  and  S.  J.  Boyd 

Rev.  Boyd  was  a  minister  of  Unity  Church  and  the  first  minister  to 
occupy  the  manse  built  in  1874. 


Brindley,  Mildred  Washburn  Born  Jan.  7,  1903   Died  Sept.  28,  1944 
Wife  of  Carl  Brindley 

Carl  Brindley,  born  in  Alabama,  the  son  of  Virgil  and  Elizabeth  Stem- 
wehr  Brindley,  was  an  agriculture  teacher  at  Woodleaf  High  School.  He 
remarried,  Brownie  Ritchie,  lived  in  Richfield,  and  died  January  24, 
1961.  Carl  Brindley  was  an  elder  1940-1956,  and  Clerk  of  Session, 
1943-1947. 
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Brown,  Bertie  E.  Moore  See  T.  S.  Brown. 


Brown,  Bingham  R.  Born  Oct.  1,  1887  Died  July  6,  1967 

"Mr.  B."  Brown,  who  never  married,  was  the  son  of  Stanhope  J.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  Brown.  He  was  long  time  organist  at  Unity  Church 
and  the  depot  agent  at  Woodleaf. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Brown,  Charles  who  departed  this  life  Nov.  12,  1850 

Aged  6  years 


Brown,  Fred  Blair  Born  Nov.  11,  1916  Died  June  30,  1982 


Brown,  Helen  Troy  Gillean     Born  Mar.  20,  1914    Died  Oct.  5,  1982 
Dau.  of  C.  H.  and  Troy  Gillean. 

I  am  the  Ressurection  and  the  Life:  He  that  believeth  in  me, 
Though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live. 

Fred  Blair  Brown,  son  of  Samuel  Clyde  and  Edna  Blair  Brown  from 
Spencer,  married  Helen  Troy  Gillean,  daughter  of  C.  H.  and  Troy  Wet- 
more  Gillean,  and  they  had  two  daughters,  Karen  and  Tina  Brown. 


Brown,  Infant  July  24,  1934  July  25,  1934 

Daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T  S.  Brown 

Information  from  Janet  Brown  indicates  that  Bettie  Lou  Brown  was 
the  name  given  this  infant. 


Brown,  Infant  Born  Dec.  15,  1906  Died  Dec.  17,  1906 

Son  of  T.  S.  and  B.  E.  Brown. 


Brown,  L.  Roy  Born  Mar.  20,  1882  Died  Apr.  28,  1964 


Brown,  Margaret  S.  Born  June  30,  1877  Died  Nov.  6,  1960 

(wife  of  L.  Roy) 

L.  Roy  Brown,  the  son  of  Stanhope  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  Brown, 
married  Margaret  Shaver,  daughter  of  Alvin  W.  and  Mary  Thomason 
Shaver,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Spencer,  Frances  (m.  1st 
Morgan,  2nd  Grasty),  and  Dorothy  (Newman)  Brown. 
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Brown,  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  See  Stanhope  J.  Brown. 


Brown,  Rosa  Belle  Penninger  See  Thomas  S.  Brown. 


Brown,  Roy  Spencer  Born  May  6,  1916  Died  Apr.  12,  1972 

North  Carolina  TEC  5  US  Army  World  War  II 

Roy  Spencer  Brown  was  the  son  of  L.  Roy  and  Margaret  S.  Brown. 


Brown,  Samuel  W.  Born  Jan.  26,  1897  Died  March  8,  1971 

U.S.  Navy,  Ret. 

Samuel  William,  "Will"  or  "Bill,"  Brown  was  the  son  of  Stanhope  and 
Marv  Elizabeth  Hart  Brown. 


Brown,  Stanhope  Judson       Born  Jan.  2,  1855       Died  Feb.  11,  1901 


Brown,  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  Born  June  7,  1858  Died  Aug.  10,  1951 
(wife  of  Stanhope  J.) 

Stanhope  Brown,  the  son  of  Thomas  S.,  1824-1862,  and  Nancy  Lipe 
Brown,  1826-1900,  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart,  the  daughter  of  Syd- 
ney H.  and  Esther  E.  Baker  Hart,  from  Mooresville.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Thomas  S.,  L.  Roy,  Bessie  (Thompson),  Rosa  N.  (Harrison), 
Bingham  R.,  Woodfin,  Clyde  H.  and  Samuel  William  Brown. 


Brown,  Thomas  S.  Born  Feb.  10,  1880         Died  March  13,  1937 

(Masonic  Emblem) 


Brown,  Bertie  E.  Moore      Born  Aug.  19,  1886      Died  Apr.  15,  1930 
Wife  of  T.  S.  Brown 


Brown,  Rosa  Belle  Penninger  Born  Mar.  16,  1896 

Died  Nov.  14,  1983 
Wife  of  T.  S.  Brown 

Thomas  Sydney  Brown,  the  son  of  Stanhope  Judson  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Hart  Brown,  first  married  Bertie  E.  Moore,  daughter  of  James  S. 
and  Mary  Belle  Pope  Moore,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Infant 
(1906),  Mary  Elizabeth  (Raymond  Fries),  Sterling  Moore  (Bernice  Bow- 


341 


den),  Thomas  Carlyle  (Ethel  Frances  Seagraves),  Ethel  (Sam  Crawford), 
James  Hope  (Johnsie  Winecoff),  Carolyn  (James  McDaniel),  Theron  Sid- 
ney (Martha  Smithdeal),  and  Joan  (Benjamin  Holmes)  Brown. 

Rosa  Penninger,  the  daughter  of  John  M.  C.  Penninger  and  Sarah  Jane 
Marlin,  was  the  second  wife  of  Thomas  S.  Brown,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Infant  (1934),  Janet,  and  Joy  Brown. 


Brown,  Woodfin  G.  Born  Sept.  26,  1889  Died  Dec.  4,  1967 

Woodfin  "Wood"  Grady  Brown,  who  never  married,  was  the  son  of 
Stanhope  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  Brown. 


Burris,  Joseph  A.  Died  June  23,  1855 

Son  of  J.  T.  and  E.  Burris 
Aged  22  y's,  29  d's. 

I  will  not  always  give  my  heart  to  grief 

For  death  cannot  long  divide 

Is  it  not  as  tho'  the  rose  which  climb  the 

wall  that  had  blossomed  on  the  other  side. 

Joseph  T.  Burris  and  wife  Elizabeth  applied  for  admission  to  Unity 
Church,  April  13,  1839. 


Cassady,  Kathleen  McKinney  March  13,  1904  June  6,  1987 

KATHLEEN  M.  CASSADY 

Kathleen  Wood  McKinney,  a  daughter  of  Fredrick  G.  and  Maggie 
Fleming  McKinney  married  Fred  Cassady,  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Harrison 
and  Harriett  Gibbs  Cassady.  They  had  one  son,  David  Spencer  Cassady. 

Assaulted  during  an  apparent  burglary  at  her  home  in  Salisbury,  Mrs. 
Cassady  suffered  extensive  head  injuries  and  died  at  N.C.  Baptist  Hospi- 
tal in  Winston-Salem.  She  lived  alone  and  was  found  by  her  daughter-in- 
law,  Peggy  Cassady. 

Gov.  Jim  Martin  has  offered  a  $5,000  reward  for  information  leading 
to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  person  responsible  for  the  murder  of 
Mrs.  Cassady. 


Cheek,  John  Maxie  Born  Aug.  15,  1914  Died  Dec.  1,  1983 

U.S.  Marine  Corps  World  War  II 


Cheek,  Beth  Nesbit  Born  July  14,  1914 

(wife  of  John  Maxie) 
Beloved  wife  and  mother. 
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Born  in  Anderson,  South  Carolina,  the  son  of  Marvin  R.  and  Mary 
Gertrude  Drexler  Cheek,  John  Maxie  Cheek  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Nesbit,  the  daughter  of  Oscar  Talmage  and  Mary  Wetmore  Nesbit. 

They  had  three  children:  Robert  Lewis,  John  Michael  and  Mary  Fran- 
ces Cheek. 

Maxie  Cheek  was  a  Ruling  Elder  of  Unity  Church  1977-1983. 


Cheek,  Mary  Frances  Born  Oct.  2,  1947  Died  Feb.  3,  1948 

Dau.  of  J.  M.  and  M.  E.  Cheek 


Clampet,  Thomas  E.         Born  Sept.  20,  1819        Died  Aug.  23,  1904 


Clampet,  Elizabeth  G.       Born  April  22,  1821       Died  Nov.  15,  1887 
Wife  of  Thomas  E.  Clampet 
Aged  66  yrs.,  6  mo.,  23  days 

Thomas  Clampet  married  Elizabeth  Pinkston,  April  30,  1840. 


Clampet,  William  B.  Born  July  31,  1875  Died  Oct.  1,  1877 


Click,  D.  Edward  Born  June  1,  1887  Died  July  13,  1973 

HIS  WIFE 
Alma  S.  Kluttz  Born  Jan.  16,  1894  Died  Feb.  14,  1946 

D.  Edward  Click,  son  of  Charles  Jefferson  and  Ellen  Locke  Click, 
married  Alma  Sally  Kluttz,  the  daughter  of  Luther  and  Nannie  Gullet 
Kluttz,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Mildred  (Alexander),  Eliza- 
beth (Mills),  and  Mary  Ellen  (Myers)  Click. 


Click,  Oscar  S.  Born  Oct.  22,  1890  Died  Jan.  6,  1957 

(Woodmen  of  the  World) 


Click',  May  Moore  Born  Mar.  14,  1892 

Oscar  Click,  a  son  of  Charles  Jefferson  and  Ellen  Locke  Click,  married 
Julia  May  Moore,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Belle  Pope  Moore,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Eunice  Locke  (Sheets),  Charles  Shirley,  and 
Ruth  Neile  (Wright)  Click. 


Cole,  Clarence  Clyde         Born  Sept.  24,  1889         Died  Jan.  8,  1966 
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Cole,  Mary  Fleming         Born  Aug.  28,  1892         Died  May  28,  1959 
Wife  of  Clarence  Cole 

Clarence  Cole,  son  of  George  and  Flora  Mclver  Cole,  of  Lee  County, 
North  Carolina,  married  Mary  Wetmore  Fleming,  the  daughter  of  Na- 
than Neely  and  Rosa  Wetmore  Fleming,  and  they  had  two  daughters: 
Margaret  Mclver  (m.  Douglass  C.  Dailey),  and  Mary  Wetmore  (m.  Boyce 
Moore)  Cole. 


Correll,  Edgar  M.  Born  Dec.  12,  1906  Died  June  28,  1908 

Son  of  F.  E.  and  J.  B.  Correll 


Correll,  Eubert  Talton,  Sr.     Born  May  20,  1905     Died  June  1,  1984 
Correll,  Edna  Barnes  Born  Nov.  1,  1904  Died  Sept.  7,  1931 


Correll,  Sadie  Sharpe  Born  April  11,  1902 

Wife  of  E.  Talton,  Married  June  22,  1942. 

E.  Talton  Correll,  the  son  of  Frank  E.  and  Josie  B.  Gillean  Correll, 
married  first,  Edna  Barnes,  the  daughter  of  (?)  and  Roxie  Hendrix  Barnes 
from  the  Potneck  area  of  Woodleaf.  They  had  two  sons,  Darwin  and 
Nelson  Correll. 

Sadie  Sharpe,  second  wife  of  E.  Talton  Correll,  was  the  daughter  of 
Sam  and  Mollie  Penninger  Sharpe,  of  Davidson  County,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  J.M.C.  Penninger.  They  had  two  sons,  Sam  and  Eubert 
Correll.  He  was  a  ruling  elder  from  1967-1970  and  from  1972-1975. 


Correll,  Franklin  E.  Born  Sept.  15,  1880  Died  Oct.  6,  1941 


HIS  WIFE 
Correll,  Josie  B.  Gillean      Born  Aug.  12,  1883      Died  Jan.  23,  1964 

Franklin  E.  Correll,  only  son  of  J.  Louis  and  Martha  Isabell  Thomason 
Correll,  married  Josie  B.  Gillean,  the  daughter  of  John  Houston  and 
Elizabeth  Gheen  Gillean.  They  had  the  following  children:  Gladys  (m. 
Sam  Ruth  and  lived  in  Pennsylvania),  E.  Talton,  Juanita  (Lester  Hendrix), 
Hazel  (James  Wilson),  Franklin  (m.  Opal  Tucker  and  lived  in  Tennessee), 
Lois  (Gordon  Koone  and  lived  in  Conover),  Russell  Lee,  and  Spence 
Monroe  Correll. 
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Correll,  Martha  I.  Born  March  19,  1839  Died  Feb.  14,  1910 

Martha  Isabella  Thomason,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Marlin 
Thomason  was  first  married  to  a  Ritchie,  second  to  J.  Louis  Correll,  who 
is  buried  at  South  River  Methodist  Church.  They  had  one  son,  Franklin 
E.  Correll. 


Correll,  Nelson  Lee  Born  Aug.  21,  1931  Died  Jan.  20,  1984 

Son  of  E.  Talton  and  Edna  Barnes  Correll 


Correll,  Sadie  Sharpe  See  E.  Talton  Correll. 


Cowan,  Isaac  Died  March  20,  1851 

Aged  74  yrs.,  6  mos.,  and  8  days. 

Isaac  Cowan,  son  of  Henry  and  Jean  Cowan,  who  migrated  from  Penn- 
sylvania, married  September  9,  1812,  Jane  "Jinsy"  Swann,  and  they  had 
two  daughters:  Elizabeth  H.  (m.  Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Sr.),  and 
Mary  S.  (Turner)  Cowan. 

IN  MEMORY  OF 
Cowan,  John  Died  May  9,  1837 

Aged  33  years  &  3  months. 

John  Cowan,  son  of  Henry  and  Jean  Cowan,  who  migrated  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (wife  not  known)  had  two  daughters:  Matilda  (m.  Silas  Phifer), 
and  Russanah  (m.  William  Cowan)  Cowan. 


Cress,  Jessie  L.  Died  Aug.  12,  1888 

Aged  4  m's,  21  d's. 
Budded  on  earth  to  Bloom  in  Heaven. 


Culbertson,  B.  C.  See  Samuel  S.  Culbertson. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Culbertson,  Daniel  who  departed  this  life  July  30,  1856 

Aged  42  y's,  9  m's,  &  8  d's. 


Culbertson,  Lydia  S.  Born  April  20,  1828  Died  Jan.  1,  1913 

We  shall  sleep  but  not  forever 
In  the  lone  and  silent  grave. 
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Blessed  be  the  Lord  that  taketh 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  that  gave. 
We  shall  sleep  but  not  forever 
There  will  be  a  glorious  dawn! 
We  shall  meet  to  part  no  never, 
On  the  resurrection  morn. 

Daniel  Culbertson,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Gillespie  Culbertson,  was 
an  ordained  elder  at  Unity  Church,  1849-1856.  Daniel  Culbertson  mar- 
ried Lydia  S.  Repult,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Anna  Marlin  Repult,  Febru- 
ary 6,  1851.  They  had  the  following  children:  John  Gillespie  (baptized 
May  15,  1853),  Robert  Hall,  baptized,  September  2,  1855,  and  Eliza- 
beth Ann  Culbertson,  who  married  John  H.  Rice. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Hamilton  Darrell,  of  Mt.  Ulla,  told  me  that  when  she 
was  a  student  nurse  in  Los  Angeles,  in  1932-33,  John  Culbertson,  then 
almost  ninety  years  old,  was  brought  into  the  hospital  with  a  terminal 
illness.  He  had  been  away  from  home  for  over  fifty  years.  On  learning 
that  Elizabeth  Hamilton  was  from  Rowan  County,  he  began  asking  ques- 
tions about  his  family,  about  Woodleaf,  and  talked  of  going  home. 

Contact  was  made  with  his  sister,  "Lizzie"  Culbertson  Rice  back  in 
Woodleaf,  and  plans  were  made  for  one  last  trip  home;  however  his 
condition  worsened  and  the  trip  never  materialized.  On  his  death  bed, 
according  to  Mrs.  Darrell,  he  thought  he  was  on  his  way  to  Woodleaf  and 
asked  to  be  held  up  to  the  window  so  that  he  could  see  the  depot  at 
Barber  Junction,  and  the  depot  at  Woodleaf.  He  looked  forward  to 
seeing  the  flowers  in  his  mother's  yard. 

John  had  been  an  actor  in  early  western  movies,  often  playing  the  part 
of  a  stage  coach  driver  or  a  bartender.  He  talked  of  playing  one  more 
time,  but  that  was  not  to  be.  What  possessions  he  had  accumulated,  a 
considerable  sum  for  those  depression  days,  was  sent  to  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Rice,  his  closest  relative.  He  never  married. 


Culbertson,  Died  Sept.  1,  1855 

Daughter  of  S.  S.  and  B.  C.  Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  Elizabeth  D.  See  John  Knox  Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  Frances  Knox  See  Richard  Culbertson. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

Culbertson,  Gillespie  Who  departed  this  life  April  the  4th,  1845 

Aged  45  yrs.  and  12  days. 
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Culbertson,  Susan  S.  Died  Dec.  27,  1883 

Aged  82  y's,  3  mo.,  7  d's. 

Samuel  Gillespie  Culbertson,  son  of  Samuel  (1768-1842)  and  Lydia 
Gillespie  Culbertson  (1800-1845),  married  Susanna  S.  Gray,  daughter  of 
James  Gray,  Revolutionary  War  soldier.  They  were  married  November 
20,  1822.  Susanna  may  have  been  a  sister  of  William  Gray,  also  buried  at 
Unity,  as  their  residences  were  side  by  side  in  the  1850  Rowan  County 
Census  records. 

Gillespie,  Culbertson  was  an  ordained  ruling  elder  of  Unity  Church, 
1824-1845. 


Culbertson,  J.  G.  Died  March  6,  1890 

Aged  87  yrs.,  8  mos.,  2  days. 

John  G.  Culbertson,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Gillespie  Culbertson, 
was  ordained  deacon  at  Unity  Church,  1842.  He  never  married. 


Culbertson,  James  G.  Born  May  9,  1858  Died  Oct.  9,  1863 

James  Gillespie  Culbertson  was  the  son  of  Frances  Knox  and  Richard 
Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  John  Knox  Born  1857  Died  1933 


Culbertson,  Linnie  Hart  Born  1870  Died  1908 

(wife  of  John  Knox  Culbertson) 


Culbertson,  Elizabeth  D.  Born  1868  Died  1943 

(wife  of  John  Knox  Culbertson) 

John  Knox  Culbertson,  son  of  Samuel  Steele  and  Charlotte  Fraley 
Culbertson,  married  first  Linnie  C.  Hart,  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
Alonzo  and  America  Lyerly  Hart,  November  6,  1889.  They  had  the 
following  children:  William  Henry,  Leo  Hart,  Charlotte  "Fay"  (Bailey), 
Richard  Guy,  Glenn,  Miriam,  Jean  (Caldwell),  and  John  Steele  Culbert- 
son. 

Elizabeth  Donnell,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Wilson  Donnell 
from  Elon  College,  North  Carolina,  was  the  second  wife  of  John  Knox 
Culbertson.  She  died  April  14,  1943. 


Culbertson,  John  Steele       Born  April  23,  1907       Died  Jan.  5,  1977 
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Culbertson,  Margaret  Bain  Born  Oct.  19,  1910 

(wife  of  John  Steele) 

John  Steele  Culbertson,  son  of  John  Knox  and  Linnie  Hart  Culbertson, 
married  Margaret  Bain  from  Greensboro,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  John,  Charles,  Sarah,  and  Steve  Culbertson.  He  worked  for  the 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  and  lived  in  Alaska  and  Washington. 


Culbertson,  Linnie  Hart  See  John  Knox  Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  Lydia  S.  See  Daniel  Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  Margaret  Bain  See  John  Steele  Culbertson. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Culbertson,  Margaret  M.  who  departed  this  life  July  20,  1849 

Aged  22  yrs.,  3  months,  and  16  days. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Culbertson,  Mary  Ann  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  8,  1844 

Aged  5  years,  10  months,  and  16  days. 

Mary  Ann  Culbertson  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Knox  and  Rachel 
Harris  Culbertson. 


Culbertson,  Miriam  Born  Dec.  16,  1901  Died  Nov.  11,  1904 

Child  of  J.  K.  and  L.  H.  Culbertson 

Miriam  Culbertson,  daughter  of  John  Knox  and  Linnie  Hart  Culbert- 
son, burned  to  death  when  her  clothes  caught  fire. 


Culbertson,  Richard  Born  Feb.  7,  1821  Died  Oct.  25,  1907 

Aged  83  yrs.,  8  mos.,  18  d. 

Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 


Culbertson,  Frances  Knox      Born  July  20,  1820      Died  Jan.  8,  1900 
Wife  of  R.  Culbertson 

Richard  Culbertson,  the  son  of  Samuel  Gillespie  and  Susan  Gray  Cul- 
bertson, married  Frances  "Fannie"  Knox,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Esther  Renshaw  Knox,  March  8,  1854.  They  had  two  sons:  James  G.  and 
Rev.  Richard  Watt  Culbertson  (lived  in  Mebane,  North  Carolina).  Rich- 
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ard  Culbertson  served  as  elder  (1856-1902),  and  clerk  of  session  at 
Unity  Church  (1864-1902);  was  superintendent  of  Sunday  School, 
1856-1902. 


Culbertson,  S.  S.  Died  July  21,  1889 

Aged  59  y's  6  mo's  &  24  days. 


Culbertson,  B.  C.  Died  June  12,  1884 

Aged  57  y's,  7  mo's. 

Samuel  Steele  Culbertson,  son  of  Gillespie  Culbertson  and  Susanna  S. 
Gray  Culbertson  married  Barbara  Charlotte  Fraley,  daughter  of  John 
Henry  and  Mary  A.  Lyerly  Fraley,  February  22,  1853.  They  were  the 
parents  of  William  H.,  and  John  Knox  Culbertson. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Culbertson,  Samuel  Knox       who  departed  this  life  Jan.  the  1st,  1846 
Aged  41  years,  2  months,  and  18  days. 

Samuel  Knox  Culbertson,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Gillespie  Culbert- 
son, married  Rachel  Harris,  July  31,  1833,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Hiram  G.  and  Lydia  Culbertson.  After  the  death  of  Knox  Culbertson,  this 
family  migrated  to  Tennessee.  He  was  an  ordained  elder,  Unity  Church, 
1845-1846. 


Culbertson,  Susan  S.  See  Gillespie  Culbertson. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Culbertson,  William  A.      who  departed  this  life  April  the  11th,  1845 
Aged  20  yrs.,  and  6  days. 


Culbertson,  William  H.  Died  Sept.  9,  1854 

Son  of  S.  S.  and  B.  C.  Culbertson 
Aged  2  m's,  8  d's. 


Culbertson,  William  R.  April  19,  1931 

North  Carolina,  Sgt.  120  Infantry,  30th  Division 
Age  40  yrs. 

William  Ramsey  Culbertson,  son  of  John  Knox  and  Linnie  Hart  Cul- 
bertson, was  killed  accidentally  while  working  on  an  electrical  power 
line.  He  never  married. 
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D.,  J.  (No  dates) 

This  marker  was  shown  on  the  Register  of  Deeds  listing  made  in  1941. 
Perhaps  this  was  a  foot  stone. 


Davis,  Hubbard  H.  Born  June  27,  1859  Died  Oct.  10,  1931 

Hubbard  Davis  was  the  son  of  Augustus  and  Ruth  Haden  Davis.  This 
listing  is  shown  on  the  McCubbins  list  made  in  the  1930's.  However,  a 
marker  was  not  found  in  1987. 


Davis,  Sarah  L.  Born  Aug.  9,  1858  Died  Jan.  29,  1897 

Aged  38  y's,  5  mo.,  20  d's. 
She  hath  done  what  she  could. 


Deal,  Carl  Leonard  Born  Nov.  16,  1898 


Deal,  Pearl  Carter  Born  April  23,  1904  Died  Nov.  15,  1983 

(wife  of  Carl  L.) 

Carl  L.  Deal,  son  of  Charlie  and  Maggie  Hileman  Deal,  married  Pearl 
Carter,  daughter  of  John  and  Minnie  Carter  from  Davie  County.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Carl,  Jr.,  Virginia  (Moore),  Robert,  and 
Charles  (lives  Indiana)  Deal. 


Deal,  Charlie  A.  Born  June  1,  1868  Died  Jan.  18,  1966 


Deal,  Maggie  Hileman         Born  Dec.  7,  1875         Died  Feb.  7,  1971 
(wife  of  Charlie  A.) 

Charlie  A.  Deal,  son  of  Levi  and  Matilda  Deal  from  China  Grove, 
married  Maggie  Hileman,  daughter  of  Crawford  and  Mary  Hileman  from 
Kannapolis.  They  had  the  following  children:  Carl,  Bertha  (Talley),  Cora 
(Andrews),  Mary  (McDaniel),  Ada  (Carter),  Thomas,  Nannie  Mae  (Wil- 
helm),  Myrtie  (Wilhelm),  Georgia  Anna,  Levi,  Ethel  (Snider),  and  James 
Deal. 


Deal,  Georgia  Anna  Born  Jan.  15,  1913  Died  Sept.  13,  1932 

Georgia  Anna  Deal,  Daughter  of  Charlie  A.  and  Maggie  Hileman  Deal, 


never  marne( 
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FATHER 

Dent,  John  Born  Nov.  6,  1859  Died  Jan.  2,  1932 

Rest  in  Peace 


MOTHER 
Dent,  Jane  Born  July  29,  1849  Died  Dec.  1,  1917 

Wife  of  John  Dent 
Gone  but  not  forgotten. 

John  Dent,  married  Jane  "Jinnie"  Benson,  the  daughter  of  Spencer 
and  Nancy  B.  Rice  Benson,  February  2,  1871. 


Dickens,  James  Ernest        Born  Feb.  11,  1893        Died  July  16,  1963 
Masonic  Emblem 


HIS  WIFE 

Dickens,  Eva  Mae  Wetmore  (Koontz)  Born  Oct.  28,  1900 

Died  March  5,  1984 

Eva  Mae  Wetmore,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart  Wet- 
more,  first  married  Ed  L.  Brincefield;  second,  James  Ernest  Dickens,  son 
of  Burl  and  Anna  Holt  Dickens;  and  third,  Fred  Koontz. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Dickson,  Margaret  who  departed  this  life  June  24,  1839 

Aged  38  years  1  month  and  a  day. 

Joseph  T.  Dickson  married  Margaret  Lyerly,  September  27,  1827. 
Session  Book  I  shows  that  W.  Joseph  T  Dickson  died  August  13,  1839. 


Dowell,  C.  C.  Born  April  24,  1876  Died  Aug.  10,  1950 

Charlie  Dowell  was  the  son  of  Calvin  Fayette  and  Mary  Cledora  Lyer- 
ly Dowell.  He  married  Joan  Davis  who  was  killed  by  a  car.  Charlie 
Dowell  gave  $10,000  to  Unity  Church  which  was  used  in  a  building 
project. 


Dowell,  Carrye  Elizabeth    Born  Dec.  22,  1909    Died  Nov.  15,  1984 

Carrye  Elizabeth  Dowell  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Pen- 
ninger  Dowell.  She  never  married. 
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Dowell,  John  Rufus         Born  April  17,  1883         Died  Sept.  21,  1953 


Dowell,  Sarah  Penninger  Born  March  31,  1882  Died  April  29,  1944 
Wife  of  John  R.  Dowell 

John  Rufus  Dowell,  son  of  Calvin  LaFayette  and  Mary  Cledora  Lyerly 
Dowell,  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Penninger,  the  daughter  of  J.M.C.  and 
Sarah  Marlin  Penninger.  They  had  the  following  children:  Carrie  E.,  J. 
Thomas,  Annie  Louise,  Mabel  Jane,  Edgar  L.,  and  Lawrence  G.  Dowell. 


Dowell,  Mabel  Jane  Born  Oct.  12,  1917  Died  June  12,  1932 

Dau.  of  J.R.  and  Elizabeth  Dowell 

Mabel  Jane,  aged  1 4  years,  7  months,  and  23  days,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  R.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Penninger  Dowell. 


Dunn,  Betsy  Ruth  Born  Sept.  16,  1951  Died  Sept.  21,  1951 

Dau.  of  Arnold  and  Frances  Dunn. 


Dwiggins,  Arthur  Neely  Born  1881  Died  1952 


HIS  WIFE 
Dwiggins,  Delia  Ritchie  Born  1880  Died  1933 

Arthur  Neely  Dwiggins,  son  of  John  Henry  and  Mattie  Smoot  Dwig- 
gins, died  February  19,  1952,  of  burns  received  when  his  clothes  caught 
fire,  while  he  was  burning  trash.  He  lived  in  Rockwell.  His  wife,  Delia 
Ritchie,  daughter  of  (?)  and  Clara  Ritchie,  died  March  24,  1933. 


Earnhart,  Thomas  F.  Died  Jan.  18,  1895 

Aged  12  ys.,  2  ms.,  20  ds. 
Budded  on  Earth  to  Bloom  in  Heaven 


Eidson,  Clarence  O.  Born  Feb.  9,  1883  Died  July  23,  1963 


Eidson,  Margaret  Born  Oct.  17,  1907 

(Wife  of  Clarence  O.  Eidson) 

Clarence  Oscar  Eidson,  son  of  Joseph  G.  and  Addis  Scott  Eidson,  of 
Iredell  County,  married  July  23,  1948,  Margaret  Bost,  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin L.  and  Mary  Lee  Powlas  Bost.  There  were  no  children. 
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Elliott,  Gilbert  Davis         Born  Nov.  8,  1913         Died  April  29,  1917 
Son  of  S.  H.  and  A.  E.  Elliott 

Weep  not,  father  and  mother, 
For  I  am  waiting  in  glory  for  thee. 


Elliott,  Samuel  Houston     Born  April  24,  1879     Died  Nov.  11,  1959 


HIS  WIFE 

Elliott,  Alice  Elizabeth  Plummer  Born  April  12,  1882 

Died  March  17,  1957 

Samuel  Houston  Elliott,  son  of  Upshaw  Elliott  (born  in  Scotland)  and 
Jane  Dancy  Elliott,  married,  December  26,  1900,  Alice  Elizabeth  Plum- 
mer, daughter  of  Matthew  T.  Plummer  and  Rosa  M.  Parks  Plummer,  but 
was  raised  in  foster  homes.  They  had  the  following  children:  Carrie  E. 
(Webb),  Ruth  (Everest),  Samuel  Ray  (died  1970),  Gilbert  Davis,  and 
Frances  Elizabeth  (Dunn)  Elliott. 


Enochs,  Okey  G.  Born  April  29,  1922 

(husband  of  Lena  M.  Enochs) 


Enochs,  Lena  M.  Born  March  21,  1912  Died  July  5,  1981 

(wife  of  Okey  G.  Enochs) 

Lena  Mitchell,  daughter  of  John  and  Lillie  Coleman  Mitchell,  of  St. 
Clair  County,  Illinois,  and  wife  of  Okey  G.  Enochs,  resided  in  Ona,  West 
Virginia.  A  son,  Tim  Enochs,  married  Doris  Owens,  daughter  of  Walter 
Eugene  Owens. 


Ervin,  Addie  Belle  Born  Feb.  11,  1894  Died  July  28,  1894 

Dau.  of  J.  P.  &  L.  B.  Ervin 


Ervin,  Annie  Born  Aug.  13,  1888  Died  May  24,  1944 

Mother 

Annie  Lee  Lyerly,  daughter  of  W.  E.  and  Julia  C.  Jones  Lyerly,  married 
Lester  F.  Ervin,  who  died  1957,  and  is  also  buried  here.  Both  graves  are 
marked  by  a  single  large  concrete  cross.  There  is  no  inscription  for 
Lester  Ervin.  They  had  the  following  children:  Lewis,  Lucille  (Ewing), 
Pauline  (Terry),  and  J.  W  Ervin. 
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WOODMEN  OF  THE  WORLD 
DUM  TACET  CLAMAT 
Ervin,  Corp.  Earnest  M.      Born  Aug.  27,  1891      Died  Aug.  26,  1918 
Killed  in  action  while  serving  as  an  army  officer  with  American  Expe- 
ditionary Forces. 

Earnest  W  Ervin  was  the  son  of  John  P.  and  Lillie  Belle  Elliott  Ervin. 
He  never  married. 


Ervin,  Infant  Born  and  Died  Sept.  2,  1889 

son  of  J.  P.  &  L.  B.  Ervin 
Gone  Home 


Ervin,  John  C.  Born  Aug.  16,  1895  Died  Sept.  20,  1902 

Son  of  J.  P.  &  L.  B.  Ervin 

We  loved  him,  yes,  we  loved  him 
But  Jesus  loved  him  more 
And  he  has  sweetly  called  him 
To  yonders  shining  shore. 


Ervin,  John  P.  Born  Mar.  2,  1858  Died  May  30,  1896 

A  precious  one  from  us  has  gone, 
A  voice  we  loved  is  stilled, 
A  place  is  vacant  in  our  home, 
Which  never  can  be  filled. 


Ervin-Wise,  Lillie  B.  Born  Sept.  14,  1865         Died  Aug.  1,  1904 

Gone  but  not  forgotten 
Erected  by  her  sons. 

John  Pinkney  Ervin  married  Lillie  Belle  Elliott,  April  7,  1882,  and 
they  had  two  sons:  Tom  (Fronie  Krider)  and  Ernest.  Lillie  Belle  Elliott, 
daughter  of  Upshaw  and  Jane  Dancy  Elliott,  after  the  death  of  John  P. 
Ervin,  married  Pleasant  Wise,  May  19,  1898.  Pleasant  Wise  was  a  veter- 
an of  Company  B  and  C,  46th  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Troops, 
Confederate  States  Army. 


Ewing,  Frank  Born  1900  Died  1969 

Frank  Ewing,  husband  of  Lucille  Ervin  Ewing  was  from  Canton,  North 
Carolina.  There  is  no  grave  marker.  Information  is  from  family  members. 
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Felker,  Clary  Jane  Born  June  27,  1877  Died  Jan.  25,  1919 

On  same  stone  with  William  W.  Felker 

A  daughter  of  William  and  Lucy  Benson  Felker,  Clary  Jane,  never 
married. 


Felker,  William  Born  Jan.  9,  1845  Died  Sept.  28,  1898 


Felker,  Lucy  Born  Feb.  1,  1840  Died  Dec.  5,  1918 

Wife  of  William  Felker 

William  Felker  married  Lucy  Caroline  Benson,  the  daughter  of  Spen- 
cer and  Nancy  Rice  Benson,  December  20,  1866. 

Lucy  Felker,  her  son,  and  daughter,  William  W  and  Clary  Jane  died 
during  a  flu  epidemic  of  1918/1919. 


Felker,  William  W.  Born  July  1,  1880  Died  Jan.  26,  1919 

(Masonic  Emblem) 

William  White  Felker,  who  never  married,  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Lucy  Benson  Felker. 


File,  Augustus  A.  Born  April  30,  1848  Died  Dec.  23,  1905 

Aged  57  y's,  7  m's,  23  d's. 


File,  Alie  A.  Born  Feb.  17,  1838  Died  Nov.  7,  1875 

Wife  of  A.  A.  File 


File,  M.  Rosa  Born  Feb.  19,  1856  Died  March  18,  1897 

Wife  of  A.  A.  File 

Augustus  Alexander  File,  son  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  Eddleman  File, 
married  Alia  Ann  Marlin,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Turner  Marlin, 
December  19,  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of  Edward,  Augusta,  and 
Richard  File. 

Married  in  1877,  Mary  Rosa  was  the  second  wife  of  A.  A.  File.  Orrie 
W.  File  was  their  son. 


File,  Edward  P.  Born  Dec.  28,  1869  Died  Jan.  27,  1870 

Son  of  A.  A.  &  A.  A.  File 
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File,  M.  Augusta  Born  Jan.  26,  1870  Died  Oct.  4,  1877 

Dau.  of  A.  A.  &  A.  A.  File 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
File,  Margaret  Any  who  departed  this  life  April  19,  1846 

Aged  1  year  4  months  and  14  days. 

Margaret  Any  (or  Amy)  File,  the  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  Eddie- 
man  File  was  born  November  26,  1844. 


File,  Martha  Ann  Born  Jan.  24,  1851  Died  Sept.  26,  1851 

Dau.  of  Tobias  and  Sara  File 
Aged  8  mos.  2  ds. 


File,  Mary  C.  Isenhour  See  Richard  A.  File. 


File,  Orrie  W.  Born  Aug.  4,  1880  Died  April  2,  1934 


File,  Sallie  Stroud  Born  Sept.  27,  1878  Died  Dec.  14,  1959 

(wife  of  Orrie  W.  File) 

Orrie  W.,  son  of  Augustus  and  Mary  Rosa  File,  married  Sallie  Stroud, 
1903. 


File,  Richard  A.  Born  Feb.  16,  1873  Died  Nov.  3,  1933 

(Masonic  Emblem) 


HIS  WIFE 
File,  Mary  C.  Isenhour     Born  Nov.  22,  1849     Died  March  21,  1939 
Wife  of  Richard  A.  File 

Richard  A.  "Dick"  File,  son  of  Augustus  and  Alia  Marlin  File,  married 
March  7,  1895,  Mary  C.  Isenhour,  daughter  of  Jacob  Alexander  and 
Elizabeth  Lippard  Isenhour  of  Cabarrus  County.  The  death  date  of  Mary 
File  is  not  on  the  tombstone,  but  was  taken  from  the  Register  of  Deeds 
listing  made  in  1941. 


File,  Sallie  Stroud  See  Orrie  W.  File. 
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File,  Sarah  See  Tobias  File. 


File,  Tobias  Born  Dec.  12,  1818  Died  Sept.  23,  1884 

Aged  65  vs.  9  m's.  11  d's. 

File,  Sarah  Born  Oct.  30,  1819  Died  July  19,  1896 

Wife  of  Tobias  File 
Ag'd  77  y's.  8  m's.  19  d's. 

Tobias  File  married  Sarah  Eddleman,  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Sarah 
Eddleman,  November  27,  1843.  They  had  the  following  children:  Mar- 
garet Any,  Mary  Jane  (Fraley),  Augustus,  Martha  Ann,  Charlotte  (Rice), 
and  Sarah  (Rice)  File. 


Fleming,  Albert  Henderson 

Born  Nov.  18,  1910       Died  March  27,  1975 


Fleming,  Eva  Nell  Shook        Born  April  21,  1914 
(wife  of  Albert  Henderson  Fleming.) 

Albert  Henderson  Fleming,  the  son  of  Nathan  N.  and  Bessie  B.  McKin- 
ney  Fleming,  married  Eva  Nell  Shook,  daughter  of  Grover  and  Ida  Mae 
Edson  Shook,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Nathan,  Eva  Nell 
(Corriher),  Walter,  Mary  Ruth  (Corriher),  and  Wilson  Fleming. 


Fleming,  Bessie  Berfoot  McKinney  See  Nathan  N.  Fleming. 


Fleming,  George  Wetmore    Born  Aug.  4,  1896    Died  Dec.  22,  1897 
Son  of  N.  N.  and  M.  R.  Fleming 

George  Wetmore  Fleming,  son  of  Nathan  Neely  and  Mary  Rosa  Wet- 
more  Fleming  burned  when  his  clothes  caught  fire. 


Fleming,  Gwendolyn  ("Jinks")  Bailey  See  Robert  H.  Fleming. 


Fleming,  Margaret  Krider  Born  Oct.  4,  1894  Died  Sept.  21,  1955 
That  they  may  rest  from  their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow 
them. 

Margaret  Fleming,  daughter  of  Nathan  N.  and  Rosa  Wetmore  Flem- 
ing, never  married.  She  was  a  high  school  English  teacher,  and  was 
working  at  N.C.  State  University  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
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Fleming,  Mary  Rosa  Wetmore  See  Nathan  N.  Fleming. 


Fleming,  Nathan  Neely     Born  March  20,  1858     Died  April  1,  1929 
Son  of  John  Giles  and  Margaret  Krider  Fleming 

Walked  with  God  and  was  not  for  God  took  him. 


Fleming,  Mary  Rosa  Wetmore  Born  Jan.  7,  1866  Died  July  20,  1905 
Married  to  N.  N.  Fleming  Dec.  27,  II 
Fell  asleep  in  Jesus  we  trust 
An  infant  babe  sleeps  with  her. 


Fleming,  Bessie  Berfoot  McKinney 


Born  Jan.  15,  1883 
Died  Dec.  18,  1957 


Married  to  N.  N.  Fleming  Nov.  7,  1907. 
In  thy  presence  is  fullness  of  joy. 

Nathan  N.  Fleming,  son  of  John  Giles  (1811-1885)  and  Margaret 
Krider  Fleming  (both  buried  at  Third  Creek)  married  first,  on  December 
27,  1888,  Mary  Rosa  Wetmore,  daughter  of  Dr.  George  B.  Wetmore,  an 
Episcopal  minister  at  St.  Andrews  Church,  and  his  wife  Rosa  Troy  Hall 
Wetmore.  They  had  the  following  children:  Nathan  Neely  (lived  Me- 
bane),  Mary  Wetmore  (Cole),  Margaret  Krider,  George,  Rosanna 
(Swink),  John  Giles  (lived  Elm  City)  and  Robert  Hall  Fleming. 

The  second  wife  of  Nathan  Neely  Fleming  was  Bessie  Berfoot  McKin- 
ney, daughter  of  Felix  Grundie  and  Lelia  Henderson  McKinney,  of  Dan- 
ville, Virginia.  They  had  the  following  children:  Lelia  (Benson),  Hender- 
son, Junius,  Elizabeth  (Wiseman),  Roberta  (McBennett),  Virginia  (Tal- 
ley),  and  Julia  (Wood,  lives  Florida)  Fleming. 

Nathan  Neely  Fleming  was  a  ruling  elder  at  Unity  Church,  1903- 
1929,  and  Clerk  of  Session,  1910-1923.  He  also  served  as  postmaster  at 
Woodleaf. 


Fleming,  Robert  Hall  Born  May  8,  1902  Died  Sept.  9,  1973 

Fleming,  Gwendolyn  ("Jinks")  Bailey 

Born  Aug.  20,  1904 
Died  Aug.  25,  1985 

(wife  of  Robert  Hall  Fleming) 

Married  June  15,  1923. 

Robert  Hall  Fleming,  son  of  Nathan  Neely  and  Rosa  Wetmore  Flem- 
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ing,  married  Gwendolyn  "Jinks"  Bailey,  daughter  of  Hubbard  and  Lydia 
Gillean  Bailey.  They  had  the  following  children:  Margaret  Nell  (Deaton), 
Louise  (missionary  to  Zaire),  Gwendolyn  (Holliman),  and  Jacquelyn 
Fleming. 

Robert  Hall  Fleming  was  ruling  elder  at  Unity  Church,  1929-1965; 
1969-1972,  and  Clerk  of  Session,  1932-1943;  1951-1952;  1965-1966. 


Foster,  Aubrey  Edward       Born  Sept.  4,  1903       Died  Dec.  26,  1983 
U.S.  Army 


Foster,  Eunice  B.  Born  Oct.  7,  1919  Died  Feb.  26,  1986 

(wife  of  Aubrey  E.  Foster) 

Aubrey  Edward  Foster,  son  of  Edward  L.  and  Minnie  Lee  Cranford 
Foster,  married  Eunice  Brinkley,  daughter  of  Oscar  Eugene  and  Earnie 
Hanes  Brinkley,  of  Salisbury. 


Foster,  Dovie  R.  Born  Dec.  21,  1857  Died  Feb.  26,  1929 

Dovie  Foster,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Rice  Foster,  was  never 


marnec 


Foster,  Edward  L.  Born  Dec.  15,  1875  Died  Dec.  7,  1951 


Foster,  Minnie  Lee  Cranford  Born  Aug.  26,  1876  Died  Jan.  20,  1958 
Wife  of  E.  L.  Foster 

Born  in  Davie  County,  Edward  L.  Foster,  son  of  Henry  and  Betty  Davis 
Foster,  married  Minnie  Lee  Foster,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lutisha 
Raney  Cranford,  who  moved  from  Stanly  County  to  Rowan  and  Franklin 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  the  following  children:  Aubrey,  Gladys, 
Bernard,  Valdois  (married  William  R  Baker),  twins  Jay  and  Ray,  and 
Theron  Foster. 


Foster,  Eunice  B.  See  Aubrey  E.  Foster. 


OUR  MOTHER 
Foster,  Fannie  Phifer       Born  Sept.  26,  1859       Died  Sept.  13,  1901 
Wife  of  F.  A.  Foster 

Felix  A.  Foster  married  Fannie  M.  Phifer,  December  16,  1880. 
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Foster,  Gladys  L.  Born  Aug.  19,  1901  Died  July  15,  1926 

Registered  Nurse 

The  daughter  of  Edward  L.  and  Minnie  Lee  Foster,  Gladys  was  never 
married. 


Foster,  Guss  D.  Born  March  12,  1880  Died  Dec.  1,  1949 

Born  in  Davie  County,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Betty  Davis  Foster,  Guss 
Foster  never  married. 


Foster,  Jay  Scott  Born  May  4,  1912  Died  Feb.  2,  1972 

North  Carolina  SKT  3  USNR  World  War  II 


Foster,  Ruth  E.  Branch      Born  Feb.  24,  1915 
(wife  of  Jay  Scott  Foster) 

A  son  of  Edward  L.  and  Minnie  Lee  Cranford  Foster,  Jay  and  Ruth 
Branch  Foster,  a  native  of  McDowell  County,  had  the  following  children: 
Ronald  Scott,  Edward  Lee,  and  Jay  Douglas  Foster.  Ruth  is  now  married 
to  Talmage  Nesbit. 


Foster,  John  M.  Died  Oct.  3,  1875 

Aged  64  y's  19  d's. 

Farewell,  daughter,  keep  Christ  the  Lord  in  your  Fear. 

Foster,  Martha  Died  June  20,  1880 

Aged  62  y's,  2  m's,  23  d's. 

Loving  daughter  weep  not  for  me 
I  long  to  be  at  rest. 

John  M.  Foster  married  first  on  December  14,  1833,  Jane  Higdon. 
The  1850  Rowan  census  shows  the  following  in  the  household  of  John 
Foster:  Mary  Jane,  Martha  A.,  and  Margaret  C.  Foster.  John  M.  Foster 
married  second,  July  7,  1853,  Martha  A.  Rice,  daughter  of  Phillip  and 
Sarah  Thomason  Rice,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Dovie  R.  and  Sarah 
L.  Foster. 

Foster,  Margaret  Died  Aug.  1,  1863 

Aged  19  y's,  14  d's. 

Blessed  are  they  who  died  in  the  Lord. 

Margaret  Foster,  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Martha  A.  Rice  Foster, 
never  married. 
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Foster,  Minnie  Lee  Cranford  See  Edward  L.  Foster. 


Foster,  Sarah  L.  Died  Sept.  26,  1870 

Aged  14  y's,  5  m's,  15  d's. 
Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus. 

Sarah  L.  Foster  was  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Martha  A.  Rice 
Foster. 

Foster,  Theron  Born  April  9,  1915  Died  June  29,  1917 

Son  of  E.  L.  and  M.  L.  Foster. 


Foster,  T.  Bernard  Born  Oct.  17,  1905  Died  Feb.  21,  1980 

Terry  Bernard  Foster,  son  of  Edward  L.  and  Minnie  Lee  Cranford 
Foster,  married  Irene  Blackburn  of  Cooleemee. 


Fraley,  Ashbel  S  Born  July  25,  1833  Died  Oct.  14,  1862 

Aged  29  years 
Died  at  Staunton,  Virginia. 

A  son  of  John  H.  Fraley  (1793-1845)  and  Mary  A.  Lyerly  Fraley 
(1798-1868),  Ashbel  S.  Fraley,  2nd  Lieutenant,  of  Company  A,  4th 
Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate  States  Army.  Resided 
in  Rowan  County  and  enlisted  in  Iredell  County  at  age  27,  April  20, 
1861.  Mustered  in  as  Sergeant.  Present  or  accounted  for  until  appointed 
2nd  Lieutenant  to  rank  from  June  22,  1862.  Present  or  accounted  for 
until  he  died  at  Staunton,  Virginia,  October  14,  1862,  of  "febris  ty- 
phoides." 


Fraley,  Barbara  See  John  Fraley. 


Fraley,  C.  Bernard  Born  Aug.  20,  1857  Died  Sept.  7,  1867 

Aged  10  y's  18  d's. 


Fraley,  Desda  C.  Gillean  See  John  S.  Fraley. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Elias  Died  the  2nd  February,  1831 

Aged  8  months  &  3  days. 

Elias  Fraley  was  the  child  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Fraley. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Elizabeth  deceased  Sept.  17th,  1817 

Wife  of  David  Fraley 
Age  29  yrs.  10  months  17  days. 

Ye  living  men  come  view  the  ground 
Where  you  must  shortly  lie. 

This  stone  has  been  chipped.  Age  and  inscription  were  taken  from  the 
Register  of  Deeds  list. 

David  and  Elizabeth  Fraley  had  one  son  William  R.  Fraley.  David  is 
buried  at  Lowerstone  Church  with  his  second  wife. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Henry,  who  departed  this  life  the  23rd  day  of  August,  1831 
Aged  44  yrs.  10  mos.  &  11  days. 

Henry  Fraley,  son  of  Jacob  Fraley,  married  Elizabeth  (last  name  not 
known).  Two  babies,  Miles  J.  and  Elias,  are  buried  at  Unity  Cemetery. 


Fraley,  Dr.  J.  R.  Born  Jan.  26,  1831  Died  March  16,  1875 

Jesse  Rankin  Fraley  was  the  son  of  John  Henry  and  Mary  A.  Lyerly 
Fraley. 

There  are  two  entries  in  NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  CSA,  for 
Jesse  Rankin  Fraley.  First  as  a  Private  in  Company  K,  4th  Regiment: 
Resided  in  Rowan  County  where  he  enlisted  at  age  25,  September  8, 
1861,  for  the  war.  Detailed  as  Acting  Hospital  steward  on  January  1, 
1863,  and  transferred  to  the  Field  and  Staff  of  this  regiment.  Appointed 
Assistant  Surgeon  on  or  about  February  17,  1863,  and  transferred  to  the 
7th  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Company  A,  7th  Regiment,  show  Jesse  Rankin  Fraley  as  assistant  sur- 
geon: Previously  served  as  Private  in  Company  K,  4th  Regiment,  North 
Carolina  State  Troops.  Appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  on  or  about  Febru- 
ary 17,  1863.  Present  or  accounted  for  through  October,  1864.  Paroled 
at  Greensboro  on  May  1,  1865. 

The  home  and  office  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Fraley  still  stand  on  Parks  Road. 
Purchased  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  by  Charlie  Deal,  it  is  now 
owned  by  Louis  Snider. 

Fraley,  Jacob  L.  Born  Sept.  24,  1828  May  12,  1864 

Was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Spotsylvania  C.  H.  Va. 
Aged  35  years. 

A  son  of  John  Henry  and  Mary  A.  Lyerly  Fraley,  Jacob  Fraley  was  a 
private  in  Company  K,  4th  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Troops,  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army.  He  resided  in  Rowan  County  and  enlisted  in 
Brunswick  County  at  age  30,  May  30,  1861,  for  the  war.  Present  or 
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accounted  for  until  killed  at  Spotsylvania  Court  House,  Virginia,  May  12, 
1864. 


Fraley,  Jane  E.  See  W.  R.  Fraley. 


Fraley,  Jas.  G.  Born  June  5,  1860  Died  April  26,  1881 

James  Gibson  Fraley  was  the  son  of  William  R.,  and  Jane  E.  Kincaid 
Fraley.  He  never  married. 

This  stone  is  broken;  birth  date  could  not  be  read.  The  date  recorded 
here  is  taken  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  listing. 


Fraley,  John  Born  June  24,  1793  Died  April  1,  1849 

Aged  55  yrs.  9  mos. 

IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Barbara,  wife  of  J.  Fraley 
who  deceased  Jan.  28th  day,  1818 

Age  26  yrs.  four  months  15  days. 

Fraley,  Mary  Born  April  21,  1798  Died  July  23,  1868 

Wife  of  John  Fraley 

John  Fraley,  son  of  Jacob  Fraley,  married  first  Barbara  Lyerly,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Dillow  Lyerly,  December  22,  1815,  and  they 
had  two  babies  who  died  at  birth.  Then  he  married  her  sister  Mary  A. 
"Polly"  Lyerly,  September  9,  1818,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Lucinda,  Montford  Stokes,  Barbara  Charlotte  (Culbertson),  Jacob  L., 
Dr.  Jesse  Rankin,  Ashbel,  Mary  C.  (Holt),  and  John  Henry  Fraley. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  John  Henry  Died  Oct.  6th,  1841 

Infant  son  of  John  and  Mary  Fraley 
Age  16  months  13  days. 


Fraley,  John  S.  Born  April  21,  1880  Died  Sept.  7,  1962 

Fraley,  Desda  C.  Gillean        Born  Sept.  5,  1881        Died  Jan  6,  1954 
Wife  of  J.  S.  Fraley 

John  Steele  Fraley,  son  of  White  Fraley  and  Fannie  Steele  Fraley, 
married  Desda  C.  Gillean,  daughter  of  John  Houston  and  Rachel  Eliza- 
beth Gheen  Gillean,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Catherine,  who  married 
Crawford  Holshouser. 
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Fraley,  Laura  J.  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  25th,  1850 

Aged  3  mos.  and  19  days. 

This  is  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Jane  E.  Kincaid  Fraley. 


Fraley,  Lucinda  C.  Born  May  16,  1819  Died  Jan.  18,  1868 

Lucinda  C.  Fraley,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Lyerly  Fraley,  never 


marne 


d. 


Fraley,  M.  S.  Born  Oct.  27,  1822  Died  May  27,  1897 

Aged  74  y's.  7  m's. 


Fraley,  Mary  J.  Born  May  17,  1846  Died  Aug.  27,  1896 

Wife  of  M.  S.  Fraley 
Aged  50  y's  3  m's  10  d's. 

Monford  Stokes  Fraley,  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Mary  A.  Lyerly  Fraley, 
married  Mary  Jane  File,  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  File,  May  16, 

1877. 


Fraley,  Mary  See  John  Fraley. 


Fraley,  Mary  J.  See  M.  S.  Fraley. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Miles  J.  Died  June  12th  day,  1829 

Son  of  Henry  and  Elisabeth  Fraley 
Aged  19  months  and  10  days. 


Fraley,  Thomas  B.  Born  Aug.  9,  1846  Died  Dec.  4,  1895 

Asleep  in  Jesus 

Thomas  B.  Fraley  was  the  son  of  William  R.  and  Jane  Kincaid  Fraley. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Fraley,  Two  Babies  children  of  Jno.  and  Barbara  Fraley, 

died  on  the  7th  day  of  Jan.  1818. 


Fraley,  W  R.  Born  Jan.  15,  1823  Died  Jan.  10,  1890 
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Fraley,  Jane  E.  Born  March  30,  1827  Died  Nov.  6,  1882 

Wife  of  W.  R.  Fraley 
(Stone  broken  and  cemented  back  together) 

William  R.  Fraley  married  Jane  E.  Kincaid,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kin- 
caid  (and  sister  of  Mrs.  J.  J.  Bruner,  Salisbury),  February  18,  1845.  They 
lived  in  the  Franklin  Township.  They  had  the  following  children:  Wil- 
liam White  (buried  Third  Creek),  Thomas  B.,  Laura,  David  R.,  John  M., 
Charles  Bernard,  James  Gibson,  and  Laura  M.  Fraley. 


Freeland,  Cynthia  M.  Hart     Born  Apr.  7,  1840     Died  Nov.  11,  1909 
Wife  of  Samuel  E.  Freeland 
Though  grief  it  gives 
Tis  best  to  say 
"Thy  will  be  done." 


Freeland,  James  M.  Died  July  30,  1852 

Age  8  Y. 

This  date  and  age  were  taken  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  listing.  A 
stone  was  not  found  in  1987. 


Freeze,  B.  W  Born  July  22,  1861  Died  Oct.  3,  1933 


Freeze,  M.  A.  Born  Dec.  7,  1861  Died  Nov.  8,  1955 

(wife  of  B.  W.  Freeze) 
Married  Dec.  23,  1880) 


Freeze,  Infant  Aug.  16,  1881 

of  B.  W.  &  M.  A.  Freeze 


BEN  AND  ALICE  FREEZE 

Benjamin  W.  Freeze,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  C.  Thompson  Freeze, 
married  Mary  Alice  Miller,  daughter  of  B.  W  and  Martha  Ann  Wilhelm 
Miller,  December  23,  1880.  They  had  one  infant. 

In  a  special  vault  of  granite  blocks,  with  a  bronze  door,  Ben  Freeze, 
along  with  his  wife  Alice  Miller  Freeze,  lies  in  his  own  bed,  dressed  in 
night  clothes  and  covered  by  a  prized  bedspread  someone  had  given 
them.  The  first  springs  and  mattress  they  had  ever  owned  was  bought  for 
their  final  resting  place.  A  picture  of  Ben's  parents  hangs  on  the  wall 
inside  the  vault. 
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Ben,  quite  a  character  in  Woodleaf,  had  planned  the  vault  and  had  it 
constructed  years  before  his  death.  He  had  a  horror  of  being  wet  and  was 
careful  that  no  water  could  get  in  to  his  body. 

The  couple's  only  child  had  died  at  birth  and  they  gave  their  attention 
to  dogs  and  pet  chickens  —  even  making  a  graveyard  for  them. 

According  to  a  feature  by  Linda  Bailey,  which  appeared  in  The  Salis- 
bury Post,  January  4,  1976,  folks  came  from  miles  around  to  see  a  man 
buried  in  his  own  bed  in  his  own  vault.  It  was  probably  the  largest  crowd, 
estimated  at  2,000,  ever  to  attend  a  funeral  at  Unity  Church. 


Gillean,  Ann  Born  March  15,  1806  Died  Oct.  10,  1877 

Wife  of  Jesse  Gillean 

Jesse  Gillean,  1790-1877,  son  of  Col.  Abraham  Gillean  (or  Gilliland), 
Revolutionary  War  soldier,  married  Ann  Thompson,  January  21,  1824. 
Ann  Thompson  was  the  daughter  of  William  "Billy"  Thompson  (1779- 
1830)  and  Elizabeth  "Betsy"  Cowan  (1785-1843),  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cowan.  Jesse  and  Ann  Gillean  had  the  following  children:  Hezekiah 
Cowan,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Margaret  Ann  (Eli  Powlas),  Sarah  Letitia  (Jesse 
Powlas),  John  H.,  and  Abigail  Gillean. 


Gillean,  C.  Harlan  Born  July  21,  1880  Died  Oct.  10,  1949 

I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith. 


Gillean,  Troy  Wetmore       Born  Feb.  13,  1884       Died  Oct.  17,  1986 
(Wife  of  C.  Harlan  Gillean) 
Age  102 

Chalmers  Harlan  Gillean,  the  son  of  John  Houston  and  Rachel  Eliza- 
beth Gheen  Gillean,  married  Troy  Wetmore  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Thelma,  Kenneth,  and  Helen  Troy  (Brown),  and  Hayden  W 
Gillean. 

Troy  Wetmore,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart  Wetmore, 
was  the  subject  of  several  feature  articles  in  the  Salisbury  Post  because  of 
her  longevity  and  remarkable  memory. 


Gillean,  Callie  R.  Adkins  See  Clarence  M.  Gillean. 


Gillean,  Clarence  M.  Born  June  4,  1889  Died  June  11,  1976 


Gillean,  Callie  R.  Adkins      Born  Feb.  3,  1893      Died  June  24,  1955 
Wife  of  C.  M.  Gillean 
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Clarence  M.  Gillean,  son  of  John  Houston  and  Rachel  Elizabeth  Gheen 
Gillean,  was  first  married  to  Callie  Adkins,  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Mary  Ann  Steele  Adkins  of  Iredell  County,  and  they  had  two  daughters: 
Geraldine  (Jordan)  and  Elizabeth  (Steelman)  Gillean.  His  second  wife 
was  Mary  Koone.  Clarence  was  a  ruling  elder  Unity  Church,  1947-1966; 
Clerk  of  Session  1952-1956. 


Gillean,  Elizabeth 


See  H.  C.  Gillean. 


Gillean,  Elizabeth  Gheen 


See  J.  H.  Gillean. 


Gillean,  H.  C. 

Aged  62  y,  2  months. 


Died  Dec.  5,  1886 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Gillean,  Elizabeth  who  departed  this  life  January  the  25th,  1847 

In  the  24th  year  of  her  life. 


Gillean,  Martha  I.  Born  April  25,  1826  Died  Sept.  12,  1906 

Wife  of  H.  C.  Gillian 

Hezekiah  Cowan  Gillean,  son  of  Jesse  and  Ann  Thompson  Gillean, 
married  first  Elizabeth  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  Barber 
Lyerly,  March  4,  1846. 

Hezekiah  C.  Gillean  married  second  Martha  I.  Repult,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Ann  Marlin  Repult,  June  12,  1850,  and  they  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Sarah  Jane  (Thomason),  John  Houston,  William  C,  Jesse 
Franklin,  and  Lydia  Ann  (Bailey)  Gillean. 


Gillean,  Infant 

Daughter  of  J.  H.  and  N.  M.  Gillean 


Died  Sept.  29,  1903 


Gillean,  J.  H.  Born  Jan.  2,  1859 

Aged  44  Y's.  9  M's.  12  D's. 


Died  Oct.  14,  1903 


HIS  WIFE 
Gillean,  Elizabeth  Gheen     Born  May  14,  1861     Died  Mar.  15,  1901 
Wife  of  J.  H.  Gillean 
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John  Houston  Gillean,  son  of  Hezekiah  Cowan  and  Martha  I.  Repult 
Gillean,  married  Rachel  Elizabeth  Gheen,  October  28,  1879,  and  they 
had  the  following  children:  C.  Harlan,  Desda  (Fraley),  Josie  (Correll), 
Clarence  and  Frank  Gillean. 


Gillean,  Jesse  Franklin  Died  June  17,  1894 

Son  of  H.  C.  &  M.  I.  Gillean 
Aged  27  y's,  10  m's,  7  d's. 

A  precious  one  from  us  is  gone 

A  voice  we  loved  is  stilled 

A  place  is  vacant  in  our  home 

Which  never  can  be  filled. 

Sleep,  loved  and  lost  one,  sleep 
Beneath  the  quiet  sod 
With  faith  and  hope  and  prayer 
We  gave  thee  up  to  God. 

Yet  again  we  hope  to  meet  thee 
When  the  day  of  life  is  fled 
And  in  heaven  with  joy  to  greet  thee 
Where  no  farewell  tears  are  shed. 

Jesse  Franklin  Gillean  never  married. 


Gillean,  John  H.  Born  Nov.  13,  1832  Died  Dec.  5,  1862 

Died  at  Montgomery  White  Sulpher  Springs,  Va. 
Aged  30  yrs.  22  days. 

A  son  of  Jesse  and  Ann  Thompson  Gillean,  John  H.  Gillean,  according 
to  Rumple's  HISTORY  OF  ROWAN  COUNTY,  was  in  Company  C,  49th 
Regiment,  North  Carolina  Troops  of  the  Confederate  States  Army.  He 
enlisted  July  7,  1862,  at  age  29,  and  died  November,  1862. 


Gillean,  Kenneth  H.  Born  Oct.  7,  1907  Died  June  24,  1974 

(Masonic  Emblem) 

Kenneth  H.  Gillean,  son  of  Chalmers  Harlan  and  Troy  Wetmore  Gil- 
lean, married  Mozelle  Cope,  and  they  had  one  son:  James  Irving  Gillean. 
Kenneth  was  a  ruling  elder  at  Unity  Church,  1970-1974,  and  Clerk  of 
Session,  1974. 


Gillean,  Martha  I.  See  H.  C.  Gillean. 
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Gillean,  Thelma  L.,  R.  N.     Born  Aug.  20,  1904     Died  July  12,  1969 
Dau.  of  C.  H.  &  Troy  W.  Gillean 

Thelma  Lorean  Gillean  never  married. 


Gillean,  Troy  Wetmore     See  C.  Harlan  Gillean. 


Gillean,  William  C.  Born  July  7,  1863  Died  Jan.  10,  1931 

William  C.  Gillean  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  Cowan  and  Martha  I. 
Repult  Gillean. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Glascock,  John  N.  Died  March  19,  1857 

Ag'd  29  y's,  5  m's,  25  d's. 

The  Glascocks  were  from  Davie  County. 


Gobble,  A.  Graham  Born  Dec.  29,  1898  Died  Jan.  25,  1961 

Graham  Gobble  was  the  husband  of  Daisy  Ruth  Thompson,  daughter 
of  Jesse  Hellard  and  Meekie  Benson  Thompson.  They  had  one  daughter 
Myrtice  Gobble  and  lived  in  Cooleemee.  His  widow  subsequently  mar- 
ried Charles  Benson. 


Godbey,  George  O.  Born  1884  Died  Sept.  1,  II 

This  child  was  the  son  of  James  C.  and  Lydia  Faw  Godbey.  An  older 
stone,  perhaps  the  original  that  had  been  replaced,  has  been  found,  and 
reads: 

Aged  4  y's  5  mo.  24  d. 

Blossomed  on  earth  to  Bloom  in  Heaven. 


Godbey,  Hubert  Born  1893  Died  1898 

Hubert  Godbey  was  the  son  of  James  C.  and  Lydia  Faw  Godbey. 


Godbey,  Infant  Died  July  30,  1881 

Son  of  J.  C.  and  L.  C.  Godbey 
Aged  3  Days 
Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus. 
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Godbey,  James  B.  Born  Aug.  28,  1891  Died  Oct.  22,  1918 

North  Carolina  Pvt.  Med.  Dept. 

James  B.  Godbey,  the  son  of  James  and  Lydia  Faw  Godbey,  was  in  the 
U.S.  Army,  and  died  of  influenza  during  an  epidemic. 


Godbey,  James  Columbus  Born  March  19,  1861  Died  June  21,  1943 


Godbey,  Lydia  Catherine      Born  Nov.  6,  1865      Died  Feb.  18,  1941 
(Wife  of  James  Columbus  Godbey) 

James  Columbus  Godbey  was  the  son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Tet- 
terow  Godbey  from  Davie  County.  Edward  Godbey  was  the  son  of 
George  R.  Godbey,  born  1760,  in  Virginia. 

James  C.  Godbey  married  Lydia  Catherine  Faw,  daughter  of  Norman 
and  Mary  Johnson  Faw  from  Forsyth  County,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Walter,  Grover,  Lewis  Edward,  James  Bruce,  George  Oscar, 
Infant,  Hubert,  Lillie  (Messick),  and  Carrie  (Mowery)  Godbey. 


Goodnight,  Elizabeth  Lyerly  Born  Aug.  6,  1896  Died  March  3,  1924 
Wife  of  Flynn  M.  Goodnight 

Elizabeth  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  M.  and  Sarah  Jane 
Wilhelm  Lyerly. 


Graham,  Bettie  Elizabeth  Knox  See  Jacob  S.  Graham. 


Graham,  Eva  Ann  Born  Oct.  15,  1890  Died  Jan.  24,  1964 

Eva  Ann  Graham,  who  never  married,  was  the  daughter  of  Nimrod  M. 
and  Sarah  Ann  Trott  Graham. 


Graham,  Hie  F.  Died  June  14,  1882 

Aged  5  Y's.  5  Mo.  14  D's. 

A  bud  of  love  to  bloom  with  God  above. 

This  child  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Bettie  Rex  Graham. 


Graham,  Hie  M.  Born  July  11,  1900  Died  Dec.  8,  1982 

Hie  (or  Ila)  Minniefield  Graham  was  the  daughter  of  Nimrod  M.  and 
Sarah  Ann  Trott  Graham. 
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Graham,  J.C.O.  Died  Dec.  25,  1880 

Aged  41  yrs. 


Graham,  Jacob  S.  Died  Oct.  27,  1934 

Aged  74  Yrs. 

None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee. 
None  named  thee,  but  to  praise. 


Graham,  Bettie  Elizabeth  Knox 

Born  April  21,  1867        Died  Nov.  13,  1916 
Wife  of  J.  S.  Graham 

She  was  a  kind  and  affectionate  wife,  a  fond  mother,  and  a  friend 
to  all. 

Jacob  S.  Graham,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Rex  Graham,  married 
Elizabeth  Jane  Knox,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Rufty  Knox,  De- 
cember 9,  1885.  They  had  two  sons,  according  to  THE  KNOX  FAMILY, 
James  and  Ollie  Graham. 


Graham,  James  C.  Died  May  11,  1900 

Aged  46  y's  7  mo. 

Farewell  children,  peaceful  be 
Thy  silent  rest,  slumber 
sweetley.  The  Lord  knows  best 
When  to  call  thee  home  to  rest. 

This  is  recorded  as  James  K.  Graham  in  the  Unity  Session  Book. 


Graham,  Mary  C.  Died  June  2,  1884 

Aged  24  y's,  11  mo. 

The  inscription  on  this  stone  is  virtually  impossible  to  read,  but  was 
recorded  on  the  list  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  office  as: 
Farewell  children,  peaceful  be 
Thy  silent  rest,  slumber 
Sweetly  God  knows  best 
When  to  call  thee  horn'  to  rest. 

James  Knox  Graham  married  Mary  "Molly"  Thompson,  daughter  of 
William  A.  and  Harriett  I.  Lyerly,  December  24,  1878.  According  to 
THE  COWANS  OF  COUNTY  CORK,  they  had  two  children:  William 
(m.  Mary  Wilhelm),  and  Betty  (Matt  Thomason)  Graham. 
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Graham,  Margaret  A.  Born  May  27,  1889  Died  Nov.  2,  1889 

Dau.  of  N.  M.  &  S.  A.  Graham 

This  is  on  the  same  stone,  a  tall  obelisk  like  stone,  with  Sarah  Ann  Trott 
Graham. 


Graham,  Mary  C.  See  James  C.  Graham. 


FATHER 
Graham,  N.  M.  Born  June  29,  1856  Died  May  6,  1935 


MOTHER 
Graham,  Sarah  Ann  Trott      Born  June  15,  1860      Died  Aug.  6,  1933 
Wife  of  N.  M.  Graham 

Gone  but  not  forgotten 

Rest,  mother,  rest  in  quiet  sleep 

While  friends  in  sorrow  o'er  thee  weep. 

Nimrod  Minyfield  Graham,  son  of  William  and  Bettie  Rex  Graham, 
married  Sarah  Ann  Trott,  daughter  of  Willis  Holt  and  Sineta  Murph 
Trott,  November  5,  1878.  They  had  the  following  children:  William 
Scott,  Sarah  C.,  Nancy  A.,  Margaret,  Eva  Ann,  Dovey  (m.  1st  Watkins, 
2nd  Allen),  and  Hie  Graham. 


Graham,  Nancy  A.  Born  June  23,  1886  Died  April  19,  1972 

Nancy  A.  Graham  was  the  daughter  of  Nimrod  M.  and  Sarah  Ann  Trott 
Graham.  She  never  married. 


Graham,  Sarah  Ann  Trott  See  N.  M.  Graham. 


Graham,  Sarah  C.  Born  July  20,  1884  Died  Sept.  1,  1885 

Dau.  of  N.  M.  and  S.  A.  Graham 


Graham,  William  Scott        Born  July  6,  1877        Died  April  24,  1938 

William  Scott  Graham,  son  of  Nimrod  M.  and  Sarah  Ann  Trott  Graham, 
married  Hattie  Sides,  and  they  had  two  children:  James  William  and 
Mary  (Wise)  Graham. 
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Gray,  Elizabeth  Died  April  8,  1885 

Aged  70  y's  10  m's  24  days. 

Elizabeth  Gray,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Gray,  never  mar- 
ried. 


Gray,  Isabella  Died  Oct.  27,  1887 

Aged  70  y's  7  m's  7  days. 

Isabella  Gray,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Gray,  was  never 
married. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Gray,  Lydia  who  departed  this  life  July  7th,  1849 

Aged  25  years  4  month  and  15  days. 

Lydia  must  also  be  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Gray. 


Gray,  Margaret  Born  March  6,  1810  Died  May  31,  1874 

Margaret  Gray,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Gray,  never  mar- 
ried. 


Gray,  W.  Died  Aug.  3,  1864 

Age  77  y.  27  d. 

Gray,  Sarah  Died  July  16,  1868 

Aged  87  ys,  1  m,  26  ds. 

William  Gray,  husband  of  Sarah  Gray,  may  have  been  the  son  of  James 
Gray,  Revolutionary  War  soldier. 


Gullett,  Andrew  J.  Born  Sept.  26,  1839  Died  Feb.  9,  1899 

The  Morning  Cometh 

Gullett,  Sarah  Born  Oct.  26,  1830  Died  May  14,  1923 

Asleep  in  Jesus 

Andrew  J.  Gullet  married  Sarah  Penninger  Purviance,  February  21, 
1866.  Sarah  Penninger,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Penninger,  Sr.,  of  Cabar- 
rus County,  first  married  John  Purviance  and  they  had  one  daughter 
Jennie  who  married  Thomas  Locke  Thompson.  She  then  married  An- 
drew J.  Gullett.  Their  daughter,  Nancy  E.  Gullett  married  Luther  Kluttz. 

According  to  NORTH  CAROLINATROOPS,  Andrew  J.  Gullett  was  a 
private  in  Company  G,  6th  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 
He  was  "Born  in  Davie  County  and  Resided  in  Rowan  County  where  he 
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was  by  occupation  a  farmer  prior  to  enlisting  in  Mecklenburg  County  at 
age  21,  May  29,  1861,  for  the  war.  Captured  at  South  Mountain,  Mary- 
land, September  14,  1862,  and  confined  to  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware, 
until  paroled  and  transferred  to  Aiken's  Landing,  James  River,  Virginia, 
October  2,  1862,  for  exchange.  Declared  exchanged  at  Aiken's  Landing 
on  November  10,  1862.  Wounded  in  the  side  and  hip  and/or  right 
forearm  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  1,  1863,  and  captured  in 
hospital  at  Gettysburg  on  July  5,  1863.  Confined  in  hospital  at  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  until  transferred  to  Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1863.  Transferred  to  Boulware's  Wharf,  James  River,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  received  January  21 ,  1865,  for  exchange.  Took  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  at  Salisbury  on  June  3,  1865." 


ASLEEP  IN  JESUS 
Gullett,  Charles  J.  Born  May  4,  1869  Died  Oct.  12,  1869 


Gullett,  John  H.  Born  April  15,  1867  Died  May  23,  1868 

Charles  J.  and  John  Henry  Gullett  are  listed  on  the  same  stone.  They 
were  the  sons  of  Andrew  J.  and  Sarah  Penninger  Gullett. 


Gullett,  Sarah     See  Andrew  J.  Gullett. 


H.,  G. 

This  is  a  broken  stone  with  only  G.  H.  visible.  No  dates. 


Hall,  John  Died  March  21,  1844 

Aged  17  years  5  mos.  &  18  days. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  determine,  John  Hall  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Hall,  who  moved  to  North  Carolina  from  Virginia. 


Harrison,  Claude  Born  Feb.  22,  1890  Died  Dec.  19,  1959 


Harrison,  S.  Irene  Thompson    Born  Aug.  31,  1890    Died  Aug.  23, 1959 
Wife  of  Claude  Harrison 

Claude  Harrison,  son  of  Henry  and  Alice  Thomason  Harrison,  married 
Sallie  Irene  Thompson,  daughter  of  Thomas  Locke  and  Mary  Jane  Pur- 
viance  Thompson,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Glenn,  Katrina 
(Teeter),  Claudia  (Shaw),  and  Mary  (Thompson)  Harrison. 
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Harrison,  Infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Harrison  1933 


Harrison,  Rosa  Brown  See  William  Baxter  Harrison. 


Harrison,  S.  Irene  Thompson  See  Claude  Harrison. 


Harrison,  W.  Glenn  Born  Sept.  13,  1908  Died  June  7,  1935 

Walter  Glenn  Harrison  was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Alice  Thomason 
Harrison. 


Harrison,  William  Baxter    Born  Sept.  27,  1882     Died  Dec.  23,  1941 


Harrison,  Rosa  Brown       Born  Oct.  19,  1885       Died  March  7,  1971 
(wife  of  William  Baxter  Harrison) 

William  Baxter  Harrison,  son  of  Henry  and  Alice  Thomason  Harrison, 
married  Rosa  Brown,  daughter  of  Stanhope  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart 
Brown.  They  had  the  following  children:  Heath,  Margaret,  Edna,  Billy, 
Theo,  and  Mary  Neely  Harrison. 


Hart,  A.  A.  Born  Jan.  3,  1831  Died  Aug.  24,  1905 

(Masonic  Emblem) 
Aged  74  yrs.  7  ms.  21  ds. 

Thy  trials  ended,  thy  rest  is  won. 


Hart,  America  Born  Nov.  18,  1833  Died  Nov.  20,  1920 

Wife  of  A.  A.  Hart 

The  Lord  giveth  his  beloved  sleep. 

Andrew  Alonzo  Hart,  son  of  John  Hart  (1789-1840)  and  Cyntha  Lor- 
ance  Hart,  married  America  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Christopher  C.  and 
Mary  "Polly"  Trexler  Lyerly,  October  24,  1855,  and  they  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Mary  "Mollie"  Delilah  (Wetmore),  Samuel,  Minnie  Ann 
(1867),  Nettie  (Carrigan),  Ellen  (Carawan),  Lee,  Linnie  (Culbertson), 
and  Janie  Hart.  Andrew  A.  Hart  was  received  into  Unity  Church  on 
certificate  from  Brownville  Church,  Arkansas. 


Hart,  Janie  Born  Feb.  22,  1873  Died  July  16,  1893 

Dau.  of  A.  A.  and  America 
Hart;  Aged  20  yrs.  4  mos.  24  ds. 
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Sleep  on,  beloved,  sleep  and  take  they  rest 
Lay  down  thy  head  upon  the  Saviors  breast 
We  love  thee  well,  but  Jesus  loves  thee  best. 

Janie  Eliza  Hart,  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  America  Lyerly  Hart,  was  a 
nurse  and  lived  in  Virginia  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Hart,  Lee  M.  Born  Sept.  25,  1865  Died  Oct.  25,  1938 

Aged  74  years,  1  month. 


Hart,  Nannie  Lorena        Born  Aug.  24,  1874        Died  Dec.  30,  1938 
(wife  of  Lee  M.  Hart) 

Closed  are  thy  sweet  eyes  from  this  world  of  pain 
But  we  trust  in  God  that  we  shall  meet  again. 

Lee  Hart,  the  son  of  Andrew  Alonzo  Hart  and  America  Lyerly  Hart, 
married  Nancy  "Nannie"  Hawkins,  daughter  of  William  Hawkins  from 
Arkansas,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Janie  Lee  (Hurst),  Henry 
Goldman,  Samuel  A,  Robert,  Mary  (Campbell)  and  Margaret  (Moose, 
Owens)  Hart. 


Hart,  Mary  A.  See  S.A.D.  Hart. 


Hart,  Nannie  Lorena  See  Lee  M.  Hart. 


Hart,  S.A.D.  Born  Jan.  4,  1834  Died  April  12,  1904 

Aged  70  y's  3  m's  13  d's. 

Hart,  Mary  A.  Born  Feb.  10,  1834  Died  May  25,  1914 

Wife  of  S.A.D.  Hart 
Aged  80  y's,  3  m's,  &  15  d's 
At  Rest 

Samuel  A.  D.  Hart,  son  of  John  and  Cyntha  Lorance  Hart,  married 
Mary  Ann  "Mollie"  Knox  from  Mooresville.  The  will  of  Samuel  A.  D. 
Hart  named  as  heirs  his  wife  Mary  Ann  and  his  nephews,  S.  A.  and  Lee  M. 
Hart.  Evidently,  he  had  no  children. 


Hart,  Samuel  A.  Born  Feb.  27,  1860  Died  Jan.  7,  1944 

The  Good  Shepherd  Cares 

Samuel  A.  Hart,  son  of  Andrew  Alonzo  and  America  Lyerly  Hart, 
never  married. 


376 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Heathman,  Thomas,  Departed  this  life  June  7,  1829 
Aged  18  yrs.  and  10  months. 


Thomas  Heathman  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  Ann  Heathman 
who  are  buried  at  St.  Andrews  Cemetery. 

The  inscription  on  this  stone  can  no  longer  be  read;  however  was 
reported  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  as:  We  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no 
hopes;  for  we  believe  all  who  sleep  in  Christ,  God  will  bring  with  him  to 
Glory. 


Hellard,  Jesse  Born  Sept.  10,  1834  Died  Sept.  18,  1911 

Jesse  Hellard  was  the  son  of  (first  name  not  known)  and  Mary  Hellard. 


Hix,  Lora  Died  June  3,  1871 

Dau.  of  T.  F.  &  J.  Hix 
Aged  11  mos.  1  day. 

This  is  an  infant  of  Thomas  F.  and  Julia  V.  Marlin  Hix. 


Hix,  Thomas  F.  Died  Oct.  13,  1871 

Aged  32  yrs.,  6  mos.,  27  days. 

Thomas  F.  Hix  married  Julia  V.  Marlin,  June  1,  1869.  After  his  death, 
his  widow  married  George  R.  McNeill. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  Company  B,  48th  Regiment,  reports 
that  Thomas  F.  Hix,  1st  Lieutenant,  was  "Born  in  Stanly  County  and 
resided  in  Davidson  County  where  he  was  by  occupation  a  medical 
student  prior  to  enlisting  in  Davidson  County,  at  age  23,  February  22, 
1862.  Mustered  in  as  Private.  Appointed  3rd  Lieutenant  on  March  21, 
1862.  Promoted  to  1st  Lieutenant  on  October  20,  1862.  Reported  pres- 
ent or  accounted  for  on  surviving  company  muster  rolls  for  the  period 
from  September,  1862,  through  October,  1864. 


Holt,  Infant  Born  and  Died  May  16,  1906 

Son  of  J.  K.  &  L.  N.  Holt 


Holt,  James  A.  Born  Aug.  5,  1841  Died  Jan.  1,  1895 

Age  54  yrs. 
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Holt,  Mary  C.  Born  July  20,  1837  Died  Dec.  18,  1914 

Aged  77  yrs.  4  mos.  28  days. 

James  A.  Holt  married  Mary  Catherine  Fraley,  the  daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Mary  A.  Lyerly  Fraley,  December  13,  1871.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Mary  Bell  (Shaver)  Charlotte  Cora  (Benson)  and  James  Kerr 
Holt. 

According  to  NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  James  A.  Holt,  Private, 
Company  G,  6th  Regiment,  "Was  born  in  Stanly  County  and  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer  prior  to  enlisting  in  Mecklenburg  County  at  age  20, 
May  29,  1861,  for  the  war.  Discharged  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1862,  by  reason  of  'dislocation  of  the  hip  joint.'  ' 


Holt,  James  Kerr  Born  July  25,  1877  Died  June  29,  1957 


HIS  WIFE 
Holt,  Lillie  Freeman        Born  May  22,  1886         Died  April  18,  1969 

James  Kerr  Holt,  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Mary  C.  Fraley  Holt,  married 
Lillie  Freeman,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Carl,  Kenneth, 
Annie  Mae,  Edgar,  Wilbur,  Mary  Frances,  Harold,  and  Bobby  Holt. 


Holt,  Mary  C.  See  James  A.  Holt 


Hughes,  C.  A.  Died  Feb.  27,  1870 

Aged  58  yrs.  7  mo's. 


Hurst,  Joseph  H.  Born  April  15,  1875  Died  Feb.  17,  1928 

A  native  of  Camptown,  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  Hurst  was  superinten- 
dent of  North  Wilkesboro  City  Schools;  later  went  to  Mt.  Airy  as  super- 
intendent. He  married  Janie  Hart,  daughter  of  Lee  and  Nannie  Hart,  and 
they  had  two  children:  Margaret  Jean  and  William  "Bill"  Hurst. 


Hurst,  William  T.  Born  Nov.  15,  1926  Died  Feb.  6,  1980 

William  T.  Hurst  was  the  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Janie  Hart  Hurst,  and  a 
pilot  for  Piedmont  Air  Lines. 


HERE  LIES  THE  BODY  OF 
Inness,  Elizabeth  who  Departed  this  life  March  the  30th  1814 

Aged  22 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 

Inness,  Thomas,  Jn.,  Who  de(p)arted  this  life. 

the  7th  day  of  February  A.  D.  1846. 

This  stone  is  broken.  The  list  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  office  also  shows: 
Aged  13  y's.  1  m'th  and  27  days. 


DUM  TACET  CLAMAT 

Isenhour,  D.  Allen  Born  Jan.  14,  1894  Died  Oct.  6,  1918 

(Woodmen  of  the  World) 

Daniel  Allen  Isenhour  was  the  only  child  of  William  F.  and  Ella  Pen- 
ninger  Isenhour.  He  married  Evelyn  Kluttz  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Estelle  Isenhour,  who  married  Dr.  Joseph  Wilkerson  and  they  were 
missionaries  to  Taiwan.  Evelyn  Kluttz  Isenhour,  after  Allen's  death,  mar- 
ried Arthur  W.  Watson. 


Isenhour,  William  F.  Born  1871  Died  1943 


Isenhour,  Ella  L.  Penninger  Died  Dec.  15th,  1939 

William  F.  Isenhour,  son  of  Jacob  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Lippard 
Isenhour,  married  Ella  Louise  Penninger,  born  1868,  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  Penninger,  Jr.,  and  Catherine  Pharr  Penninger,  November  5, 
1891,  and  they  had  one  son,  Daniel  Allen  Isenhour.  Death  certificate  on 
file  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  office  shows  February  16,  1943,  as  the  date 
of  death. 


Jones,  Floreine  Pendergrass  Born  April  30,  1917  Died  Aug.  11,  1985 

Hazel  Floreine  Pendergrass,  born  in  Toccoa,  Georgia,  daughter  of 
Dock  C.  and  Barbara  Hardin  Pendergrass,  married  Buford  Jones,  and 
had  one  son,  Howard  "Dinker"  Jones. 


Kepley,  A.  B.  Born  Sept.  15,  1858  Died  Nov.  16,  1887 


Kepley,  M.  S.  Born  Jan.  8,  1865  Died  Dec.  17,  1887 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Kincaid,  John  Born  22  Sept.  1763  Died  May  13,  1816 

Aged  53 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Kincaid,  Isabel  Born  Feb.  9,  1763 

Aged  53  Died  March  the  20th  Day,  1816 

The  Kincaids  were  thought  to  be  descendants  of  Scottish  immigrants. 
The  Kincaids  came  into  Rowan  County  in  the  migration  following  the 
American  Revolution.  John  and  Isabella  Kincaid  had  two  daughters, 
Elizabeth  and  Rebecca.  Rebecca  and  husband  James  Childress  of  Ruth- 
erford County,  Tennessee,  were  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  John  Kincaid, 
according  to  court  records. 


Kluttz,  Luther  C.  Born  Jan.  10,  1871  Died  Feb.  21,  1942 

HIS  WIFE 
Kluttz,  Nancy  E.  Gullett     Born  Sept.  17,  1871      Died  Jan.  15,  1919 
(wife  of  Luther  C.  Kluttz) 

Luther  Cicero  Kluttz,  son  of  David  Eli  and  Mary  CledoraLyerly  Kluttz 
(buried  at  Lebanon),  married  Nancy  "Nannie"  Elizabeth  Gullett,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  J.  and  Sarah  Penninger  Purviance  Gullett,  December  21, 
1892.  They  had  the  following  children:  Mary  Evelyn  (Watson),  Walter 
Bryan,  Nellie  Blye  (Moore),  Alma  Sally  (Click),  and  Robert  Keith  Kluttz. 


Kluttz,  Walter  Bryan,  Sr.    Born  March  19,  1900    Died  Feb.  29,  1988 

A  son  of  Luther  C.  and  Nancy  Gullett  Kluttz,  Walter  Kluttz  married 
September  30,  1932,  Margie  Wetmore,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Bailey  Wetmore,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Richard  Steven,  Walter  Bryan,  Jr.,  Bruce  Hall,  Barbara  (Joe  Mor- 
gan), and  Linda  (John  Barker)  Kluttz. 


L.,  M. 

This  stone,  larger  than  those  usually  found  as  foot  markers,  is  shaped 
like  a  headstone  and  engraved  with  bold  letters,  but  no  dates.  Another 
stone  with  no  dates  is  engraved  with  the  letters  MGL. 


Lawrence,  Isabel  Born  Sept.  17,  1894  Died  Oct.  4,  1895 

Dau.  of  J.  D.  and  A.  M.  Lawrence 


Lawrence,  Mary  Born  Oct.  12,  1888  Died  May  10,  1890 

Dau.  of  J.  D.  and  A.  M.  Lawrence 

Could  these  be  the  children  of  James  Donnell  Lawrence  and  Mary 
Alice  Watson,  who  were  married  October  16,  1879? 
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Lee,  Commander  Joseph  E.Lee  Born  Sept.  9,  1893  Died  Feb.  11,  1965 
Entered  the  Navy  1910  Retired  1947 

Joseph  E.  Lee,  the  son  of  Dr.  Joseph  and  Sarah  McDonald  Lee,  was  a 
career  Navy  man. 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY 
Lee,  Joseph  E.,  M.D.         Born  Nov.  1,  1862         Died  Nov.  29,  1923 

WIFE 
Lee,  Sarah  Lee  MacDonald   Born  Sept.  1,  1871    Died  June  17,  1956 

Joseph  E.  Lee  was  a  physician  in  Woodleaf.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Joseph,  Goodwin  (U.S.  Army),  and  Mary  Lee  Wetmore. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lewis,  Daniel  who  died  the  24th  January  A.D.  1816 

Aged  27  years. 

Daniel  Lewis  married  Anne  Turner,  May  4,  1813.  This  Daniel  Lewis 
may  have  been  the  son  or  grandson  of  Daniel  Lewis  (Sr.),  and  his  wife 
Hannah,  who  purchased  land  on  Dutchman's  Creek,  moving  from  Vir- 
ginia. His  descendants  later  moved  into  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Anna  Turner 
Lewis  died  1856  and  is  buried  at  St.  Andrews  Church  cemetery. 


Lewis,  (This  stone  is  between  the  graves  of  Peter  Lewis 

and  Daniel  Lewis,  so  I  think  it,  too,  might  be  Lewis. 

Hur  Lies  the  Body Fan  - 

Age  37  ye 

ars  and  dide  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  18— 

March  the  -- 


HERE  LIES  THE  BODY  OF 
Lewis,  Peter,  who  departed  this  life  the  27th  of  July  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1814. 
Aged  53. 

IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lewis,  Patience  who  departed  this  life  the  18th  of  August  A.D.  1842 

Aged  about  80. 

Patience  Lewis  was  the  wife  of  Peter  Lewis. 

Peter  Lewis  bought  land  on  3rd  Creek  and  the  South  Yadkin  River  in 
1797  from  James  Marlin.  He  was  the  son  of  Peter  Lewis  whose  will  is 
dated  Sept.  20,  1803. 
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SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  MY  FATHER 
Linster,  Isaac,  who  was  born  July  4,  1767 

and  Departed  this  life  Nov.  8th,  1841 
(Signed:  Sarah) 

Isaac  Linster  was  the  son  of  Moses  Linster  and  Sarah  Wells  Linster  who 
immigrated  from  Ireland.  Moses  Linster,  early  settler,  was  tax  collector, 
landowner,  overseer  of  roads,  and  gave  land  to  his  sons  Isaac,  John, 
William,  Humphrey  and  Thomas  Linster. 

Rowan  County  Marriage  Records  show  that  Isaac  Linster  was  married 
twice;  first  to  Hannah  Kincade  on  April  10,1 804,  and  secondly  to  Letitia 
Howard,  a  widow,  January  28,  1822. 


Linster,  Sarah  M.  Died  Oct.  23,  1883 

Aged  60  yrs.  5  mos.,  5  days. 

Sarah  Linster,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Letitia  Howard  Linster,  never 
married. 


Lippard,  Augusta  Powlas  See  J.  A.  Lippard. 


Lippard,  Charlotte  See  J.H.A.  Lippard. 


Lippard,  Clinton  G.  Born  April  13,  1866  Died  Jan.  3,  1936 

Clinton  Griffith  Lippard,  son  of  John  H.  A.  and  Mary  Barger  Lippard 
married  Minnie  Ida  Goodman,  November  28,  1900,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Infant,  Jack  (lived  Morganton)  and  Ralph  (lives  Cleveland) 
Lippard.  Death  certificate  on  file  in  Register  of  Deeds  Office  shows  the 
date  of  death  as  July  3,  1936. 


Lippard,  Elizabeth  A.  See  J.  A.  Lippard. 


Lippard,  (There  is  no  last  name  on  these  next  two  stones,  but  the 

graves  are  located  beside  other  Lippards.) 

Elizabeth  C.  Born  Feb.  28,  1908  Died  June  2,  1908 

Infant  Daughter       Born  April  11,  1910       Died  April  19,  1910 


Lippard,  Emma  Louise        Born  Aug.  3,  1887        Died  Nov.  29,  1977 

Emma  Louisa  Lippard  was  the  daughter  of  Jonas  "Joe"  A.  and  Marga- 
ret J.  Powlas  Lippard.  She  never  married. 
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Lippard,  Henry  G.  Born  May  20,  1853  Died  Feb.  3,  1934 


HIS  WIFE 
Lippard,  Sallie  P.  Locke       Born  Aug.  31,  1857       Died  Oct.  7,  1909 

Henry  Graeber  Lippard,  son  of  J.H.A.  and  Louiza  Graeber  Lippard, 
married  Sallie  Pendleton  Locke,  December  19,  1876.  They  were  the 
parents  of  Alonzo  (Lonnie),  Raymond,  Louise,  Mamie,  Grace  (Owens), 
Irene  (Saine),  and  J.  Ralph  Lippard.  Henry  Lippard  was  a  ruling  elder, 
Unity  Church,  1898-1934. 


Lippard,  Infant  Born  July  24,  1911  Died  July  28,  1911 

Son  of  C.  G.  and  M.  I.  Lippard 


Lippard,  J.  A.  Born  Aug.  7,  1855  Died  Mar.  17,  1930 


Lippard,  Elizabeth  A.  Died  Sept.  16,  1880 

Wife  of  J.  A.  Lippard 
Aged  28  yrs.  7  mo.,  25  days. 


Lippard,  Margaret  J.  Died  Feb.  18,  1891 

Wife  of  J.  A.  Lippard 
Age  28  years 

This  stone  has  been  cemented  over  and  cannot  be  fully  read.  The 
McCubbins  list  and  the  Register  of  Deeds  list  show:  Aged  27  yrs.  1  mo. 
11  d's. 


Lippard,  Augusta  Powlas      Born  May  23,  1862      Died  Aug.  8,  1938 
Wife  of  J.  A.  Lippard 

Jonas  "Joe"  Alexander  Lippard,  son  of  J.H.A.  and  Louisa  Graeber 
Lippard,  married  1st,  December  2,  1879,  Elizabeth  Ann  Powlas,  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Letitia  Gillean  Powlas;  2nd,  Margaret  J.  "Maggie"  Pow- 
las, daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thompson  Powlas;  and  3rd, 
Sarah  Augusta  Powlas,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Parks  Powlas,  Septem- 
ber 14,  1893.  J.  A.  Lippard  and  his  second  wife  were  the  parents  of 
Emma,  Floyd  and  Walter  Lippard.  Children  of  the  third  marriage  were 
John  Henderson  and  Mary  Ida  (Thompson)  Lippard.  He  was  a  ruling 
elder,  Unity  Church,  1892-1930. 
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Lippard,  J.H.A.  Born  March  2,  1827  Died  June  28,  1913 


Lippard,  Charlotte  Born  Dec.  11,  1831  Died  June  27,  1912 

(Wife  of  JHA  Lippard) 

John  Henry  Alexander  Lippard,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  "Sally"  Sefford 
Lippard,  married  1st  Louiza  R.  H.  Graeber,  May  12,  1852;  2nd  Cather- 
ine D.  Barger,  March  20,  1861;  3rd  Charlotte  Gullett,  June  30,  1875. 
Marriage  records  show  that  he  was  age  47;  Charlotte,  43.  J.H.A.  Lippard 
was  the  father  of  Henry  G.,  Jonas  "Joe"  Alexander,  Clinton  G.,  Augustus 
J.,  Margaret  A.,  and  Mary  S.  T.  Lippard. 


Lippard,  J.  Ralph  Born  April  25,  1899  Died  Feb.  11,  1909 

Son  of  H.  G.  and  S.  P.  Lippard 
—  Our  darling 


Lippard,  Margaret  J.  See  J.  A.  Lippard. 


Lucas,  Lois  May  Born  Aug.  31,  1901  Died  July  5,  1903 

Dau.  of  W.  M.  &  M.  E.  Lucas 
Aged  1  yr.  9  m's,  4  d's. 


Lucas,  W.  M.  Born  Aug.  15,  1861  Died  Aug.  5,  1903 

Aged  41  y's,  11  m's,  10  d's. 

William  McGruder  Lucas  married  Martha  Ritchie,  March  1,  1888. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Abner  C.  who  departed  this  life  Oct.  10th,  1842 

Aged  16  years  &  6  months. 

This  is  as  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  list.  The  stone  was  not 
found  in  1987. 

Abner  Charles  Lyerly  was  the  son  of  Peter  and  Margaret  Cresson 
Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Agusta  See  Isaac  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Alice  See  Isaac  Lyerly. 
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Lyerly,  Annie  Lee  Born  Oct.  9,  1871  Died  July  4,  1959 

Never  married,  Annie  Lee  Lyerly,  was  the  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Sarah  C.  "Sallie"  Lyerly,  and  died  at  the  High  Point  Presbyterian  Home. 


Lyerly,  Beulah  Correll  See  Walter  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Carrie  B.  Born  May  25,  1889  Died  April  17,  1890 

Dau.  of  Isaac  and  A.  Lyerly 


Lyerly,  Catherine  Died  Sept.  15,  1878 

Aged  60  ys.  5  mo.  7  ds. 

Farewell  children  dear 
Weep  not  for  me. 
I  long  to  be  at  rest. 

Catherine  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Sr.,  and  Margaret  Dillow 
Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Charlie  Albert        Born  Aug.  24,  1880        Died  Aug.  1,  1931 


AND  WIFE 
Lyerly,  Lillar  Barnes  Born  July  11,  1888  Died  Feb.  7,  1938 

Charlie  Albert  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Daniel  A.  and  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Rice  Lyerly,  married  Lillar  Barnes,  daughter  of  S.  E.  Barnes  of  Claren- 
don, Arkansas.  They  had  the  following  children:  Herbert,  Juanita,  and 
Albert  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Christopher  Born  Jan.  3,  1793  Died  Feb.  1,  1859 

Aged  66  yrs.  and  28  dys. 
(This  stone  appears  to  have  been  placed  recently.) 


Lyerly,  Mary  Trexler  Born  June  6,  1803  Died  Feb.  24,  1859 

Wife  of  Christopher  Lyerly 
Aged  55  yr.,  8  mo.,  &  18  dys. 

Christopher  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Lyerly,  and  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  married  Mary  Jane  "Polly"  Trexler,  daughter  of  John 
and  (first  name  not  known)  Cauble  Trexler,  April  11,  1818. 

Christopher  and  Polly  Lyerly  had  the  following  children:  George  H. 
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Washington,  Peter,  Catherine,  Otho,  John  Lafayette,  America  (Hart), 
Clementine,  Sarah  (m.  William  C.  Lyerly),  Isaac,  Elizabeth  (Peeler), 
Charlotte  (Hart),  Julius,  Mary  "Molly"  Magdalene  (Barber),  and  Pink- 
ney  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Cornelius,  T.  Born  1910  Died  1975 

Lyerly,  Maxine  Miller  Born  1914  Died  1934 

Cornelius  Thompson  Lyerly,  the  son  of  J.  Ross  Alexander  Lyerly  and 
Margaret  Thompson  Lyerly,  married  Maxine  Miller,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Sylvia  Delores  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Corrina  May  See  Jonathan  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Daniel  A.  Born  April  21,  1846  Died  Nov.  16,  1920 

Lyerly,  Elizabeth  Rice        Born  Aug.  29,  1851        Died  Oct.  26,  1937 
Wife  of  Daniel  A.  Lyerly 

This  is  recorded  on  the  Register  of  Deeds  list  only.  The  stone  was  not 
found  in  1988. 

Daniel  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Wiley  Lyerly  and  Esther  H.  Sides  Lyerly, 
married  Margaret  Elizabeth  "Bettie"  Rice,  daughter  of  Cathew  Rice, 
January  29,  1874. 

Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Rice  Lyerly  had  the  following  children:  Mary 
(married  Joe  G.  Lyerly),  James  Wood,  Nola  May  (Thompson),  William 
Thomas,  Charles  Albert,  Robert  Clarence,  Elizabeth  (Bolick),  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Badger,  Preston,  and  Walter  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  E.  A.  Died  Sept.  21,  li 

Aged  39  y's,  4  m,  21  d's. 

This  is  on  the  same  stone  with  Oren  Lyerly.  See  below  for  inscription. 


Lyerly,  Edwin  C.  Born  Oct.  25,  1908  Died  July  5,  1909 

Son  of  R.  C.  &  V.  R.  Lyerly 
We  will  meet  again 


Lyerly,  Effie  J.  See  James  Wood  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Elizabeth  See  Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr. 
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Lyerly,  Elizabeth  Rice  See  Daniel  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Ester  Sides  See  Wiley  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Eubert  C.  Born  Sept.  23,  1906  Died  Aug.  15,  1954 

Eubert  Craig  "Red"  Lyerly,  the  son  of  William  Edward  and  Julia  Cor- 
nelia Jones  Lyerly.  He  served  as  ruling  elder,  Unity  Church,  1947-1954; 
Clerk  of  Session,  1947-1951.  He  married  Evelyn  Rogers  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Eubert  Craig,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  Joel  "Danny"  Lyer- 

ly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Giles  October  the  12th,  1841 

who  departed  this  life  in  the  22nd  year  of  his  age. 

Giles  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Isaac  Lyerly  and  Margaret  Barber  Lyerly,  never 
married. 

This  stone  is  broken.  Only  the  "es"  on  the  end  of  Giles  can  be  read. 
The  name  is  arrived  at  by  comparisons  with  the  Register  of  Deeds  list  and 
the  McCubbins  list. 


Lyerly,  Glenn  R.  Born  March  29,  1922  Died  March  3,  1956 

Glenn  Rice  Lyerly  was  the  son  of  Walter  Lee  and  Beulah  Correll 
Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Infant  1893 

Son  of  Isaac  and  A.  Lyerly 


Lyerly,  Infant  Born  and  Died  June  23,  1900 

Son  of  J.  G.  and  S.  C.  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Infant  Born  and  Died  Feb.  14,  1904 

Son  of  J.  G.  and  S.  C.  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Infant  Son  of  John  and  Mary  Lyerly,  who  departed  this  life 

May  10th,  1839 

This  stone  was  not  found  in  1987,  but  was  recorded  in  both  the 
McCubbins  list  and  the  Register  of  Deeds  list. 
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Lyerly,  Infant  Feb.  15,  1905 

Daughter  of  R(oss)  A.  and  M (aggie)  T.  Lyerly 
Let  our  Father's  will  be  done 

This  is  on  the  same  stone  with  the  parents. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Isaac,  who  departed  this  life  In  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  1826 
Age  30  Years  7  Mo.  4  Ds. 

This  information  is  taken  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  list.  The  stone  is 
chipped;  the  name  cannot  be  read. 

A  son  of  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  Dillow  Lyerly,  Isaac  Lyerly 
married  Margaret  "Peggy"  Barber,  March  24,  1819.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Giles,  Elizabeth  (H.  C.  Gillean),  Isaac,  Jr.,  and  Jonathan 
Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Isaac  Born  Feb.  18,  1838 

Lyerly,  Augusta  Born  Aug.  31,  1863 

Lyerly,  John  H.  Born  Mar.  27,  1898 

Lyerly,  Alice  Born  April  22,  1900 

MURDERED  NIGHT  OF  JULY  13,  1906. 
Lyerly,  Lydia  J.  Born  Aug.  8,  1839  Died  Sept.  10,  1882 

(1st)  Wife  of  Isaac  Lyerly 

Isaac  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Christopher  C.  Lyerly  and  Mary  "Polly" 
Trexler  Lyerly,  married  1st  Lydia  J.  Rice,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Jane 
Culbertson  Rice,  May  10,  1865,  and  they  had  one  son,  Joseph  G.;  2nd, 
he  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Gheen,  the  daughter  of  Milas  A.  Gheen, 
December  23,  1884,  and  they  had  one  infant,  Sadie,  1887;  and  3rd  he 
married  Augusta  Barringer,  daughter  of  Joseph  Barringer,  June  6,  1888. 
Isaac  and  Augusta  Lyerly  had  the  following  children:  Mary  (m.  Matt 
Webb),  Carrie  B.,  Infant,  1893,  Addie  Lee  (m.  Ernest  Rice),  Janie  E., 
John  H.,  and  Alice  Lyerly. 

At  age  24,  on  July  7,  1862,  Isaac  Lyerly  enlisted  in  the  49th  Regiment, 
Company  C,  Confederate  States  Army. 

THE  LYERLY  MURDERS 
On  Friday,  July  13,  1906,  between  11  o'clock  and  midnight,  Isaac 
Lyerly  and  his  wife  Augusta  Barringer  Lyerly,  and  two  of  their  five  living 
children  were  brutally  axed  as  they  slept  in  the  home  which  had  shel- 
tered Lyerlys  for  three  generations.  The  bodies  had  been  doused  with 
kerosene  and  set  on  fire. 
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Recounting  the  events  of  that  summer  for  a  feature  in  THE  SALIS- 
BURY POST,  Joe  Junod  states  that  "Word  of  the  axe  murders  spread 
quickly,  beginning  24  days  of  mob  rule,  injury,  fear  and  more  murder  in 
the  most  spectacular  of  crimes  in  Rowan  County's  .  .  .  history." 

Indicted  for  the  murder  were  Nease  Gillespie,  John  Gillespie,  and 
Jack  Dillingham.  Three  other  persons,  Henry  Gillespie,  George  Ervin 
and  Delia  Dillingham  were  also  arrested  the  day  after  the  murder.  The 
Dillinghams  and  Gillespies  lived  in  tenant  houses  on  the  Lyerly  farm. 

Despite  elaborate  precautions  taken  by  Sheriff  D.  R.  Julian  —  extra 
lights  installed  at  the  jail,  25  additional  men  deputized,  and  the  Rowan 
Rifles  brought  in  —  and  pleas  for  peace  from  the  Post  editor,  John  Moose 
Julian,  son  of  the  sheriff,  an  angry  mob  stormed  the  jail  on  the  night  of 
August  6  and  "took  the  law  into  their  murderous  hands." 

"Amid  a  flurry  of  gunshots  and  oaths  of  revenge,  a  mob  of  100  men  .  .  . 
took  three  men  ...  to  Henderson  Grove,  where  they  were  hanged  and 
their  bodies  mutilated.  With  500  people  watching,  the  ropes  squeezed 
the  life  out  of  Nease  Gillespie,  his  step-son  John  Gillespie  and  Jack 
Dillingham."  The  other  three  escaped  the  mob's  vengeance. 

Although  several  possible  motives  were  advanced,  the  question  still 
remains.  A  daughter  thought  that  Nease  Gillespie  was  mad  because  her 
father  had  told  them  that  they  would  have  to  move  if  they  were  not  going 
to  work  the  land. 

"Editor  Julian  commented  in  that  day's  paper  that  'The  law  is  suffi- 
cient in  this  case  and  speedy  justice  is  assured.'  Speedy  it  was.  Justice  it 
was  not."  There  can  be  no  justification  in  a  Christian  society  for  this  kind 
of  justice  administered  by  a  lynch  mob. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Jacob,  Junr.  was  born  August  the  15th,  1811 

and  departed  this  life  January  the  14th,  1846 
Aged  34  years  and  5  months. 


Lyerly,  Elizabeth  Died  Feb.  24,  1868 

Aged  50  ys.,  8  mo.  5  ds. 

Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Dillow  Lyerly,  married 
Melinda  Elizabeth  Barber,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Young 
Barber.  They  had  the  following  children:  Harriett  (Thompson),  Thomas 
Spencer,  and  Susan  (m.  Edward  Lyerly),  and  Margaret  Catherine  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Jacob,  Senr.  was  born  July  the  1st,  1766 

and  departed  this  life  Sept.  the  19th,  1843 
Aged  77  years  2  mo.  &  18  days. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Margaret  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  31st,  1845 

Wife  of  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sen. 
Aged  77  yrs.  9  mo.  and  26  days. 

Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr.,  son  of  Johann  Christoph  Layrle,  pioneer,  married 
Margaret  Dillow,  daughter  of  Michael  Hartman  Dillow,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Peter,  Isaac,  Mary  A.  (m.  John  H.  Fraley),  Margar- 
etta,  Catherine,  and  Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr.  A  ruling  elder  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  Jacob  was  received  as  member  of  the  Session  at  Unity  Church, 
1818-1843. 


Lyerly,  James  Thomas       Born  Aug.  31,  1906       Died  June  10,  1965 

James  Thomas  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Ross  Alexander  and  Margaret  Thomp- 
son Lyerly,  married  Ruth  Kincaid  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Sarah  Louise  (Williams),  Norma  (Overcash),  Nancy  (Safley)  and  Treva 
(Phelps)  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  James  W  Born  Aug.  3,  1876  Died  May  18,  1961 

(Masonic  Emblem) 


Lyerly,  Effie  J.  Born  Sept.  29,  1876  Died  May  24,  1940 

James  Wood  Lyerly,  son  of  Daniel  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Rice  Lyer- 
ly, married  Effie  J.  Benson,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Jane 
Lyerly  Benson,  November  29,  1899,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Elmer,  Addie  Mae,  Maude  (Bunn),  and  James  Glenn  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Jane  E.  Born  March  17,  1845  Died  April  6,  1865 

Jane  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  John  Lyerly  and  Mary  G.  Robison 
Cowan  Lyerly.  (On  same  stone  with  Mary  E.,  Mary  S.  and  John  Lyerly). 


Lyerly,  John  Born  Sept.  25,  1808  Died  Nov.  1875 


Lyerly,  Mary  G.  Born  June  27,  1806  Died  Nov.  16,  1855 

John  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Lyerly,  married  Mary  G. 
Robinson  Cowan,  the  widow  of  John  Cowan.  John  and  Mary  had  the 
following  children:  Infant  (1839),  Mary  Emiline,  Sarah  W,  John  C,  Jane 
S.,  and  William  C.  Lyerly.  He  was  ordained  Deacon,  Unity  Church, 
1842. 
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The  birth  and  death  dates  of  Mary  Lyerly  are  inscribed  on  two  stones; 
one,  a  broken  stone,  is  marked  Mary  G.,  and  is  inscribed  "In  the  50th 
year  of  her  age";  the  other  is  on  the  stone  with  her  husband  and  two 
daughters,  Jane  and  Mary  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  John  Born  April  30,  1855  Died  July  17,  1856 

Son  of  J.  &  M.  Lyerly 
Aged  1  yr.  and  17  days 

This  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Briggs  Lverly,  who  were  married 
July  3,  1851. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  John  C.  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  31st,  1844 

Aged  9  months  &  26  days. 

John  Cowan  Lyerly,  born  March  5,  1844,  was  the  son  of  John  Lyerly 
and  Mary  G.  Robinson  Cowan  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  John  C.  Born  Dec.  24,  1875  Died  Aug.  12,  1877 

Son  of  W..C.  &  S.  Lyerly 

This  is  the  son  of  William  C.  and  Sarah  "Sallie"  C.  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  John  H.  See  Isaac  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Jonathan  Born  Sept.  17,  1821  Died  Dec.  3,  1858 

Aged  35  yrs.,  2  mo.,  16  dys. 

Jonathan  Lyerly,  Sr.,  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  Barber  Lyerly, 
married  Mary  Briggs,  July  3,  1851.  In  1865,  Mary  Briggs  Lyerly  married 
John  C.  Webb.  Jonathan  and  Mary  Briggs  Lyerly  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Isaac,  Laura  Elizabeth  (Cook),  and  Jonathan  Lyerly,  Jr. 


Lyerly,  Jonathan  Born  Feb.  16,  1859  Died  Feb.  15,  1924 

One  whom  we  loved  is  gone 
A  voice  in  our  home  is  silent. 


Lyerly,  Sarah  J.  Born  Oct.  27,  1866  Died  Apr.  3,  1903 

Wife  of  Jonathan  M.  Lyerly 
Farewell  beloved 
I  will  rest  with  thee 
And  with  thee  in  Christ 
I  shall  rise  again. 
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Lyerly,  Corrina  May  Smith     Born  Oct.  10,  1881     Died  May  6,  1926 

Wife  of  Jonathan  M.  Lyerly 
Called  to  a  greater  life  beyond. 

Jonathan  M.  Lyerly,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Briggs  Lyerly,  married 
1st  Mary  Alice  Hunter,  February  6,  1879;  2nd,  Sarah  Jane  Wilhelm, 
daughter  of  Lewis  A.  and  Mary  C.  Wilhelm,  1884;  and  had  the  following 
children:  Lewis  Edward,  Robert  Jonathan,  Rosie  May  (Davis),  William 
Bruce  "Brick"  (lived  Buffalo,  N.Y.),  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Goodnight),  and 
James  Floyd  Lyerly.  The  third  wife  of  Jonathan  M.  Lyerly  was  Corrina 
May  Smith  and  they  had  they  following  children:  Evelyn  C.  (Lumkin), 
Edgar  Maurice,  Hubert  Spencer  (lived  Kannapolis),  and  Jonathan  M. 
Lyerly,  Jr. 


Lyerly,  Julia  Cornelia  Jones  See  William  Edward  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  L.  Preston  Born  July  9,  1888  Died  Feb.  24,  1914 

L.  PRESTON  LYERLY 

L.  Preston  Lyerly,  age  25,  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  K.  Lyerly,  of 
Woodleaf,  was  brutally  murdered  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  February  24, 
1914,  at  the  Smithdeal  store  at  Barber  where  the  young  Lyerly  was  clerk 
and  manager. 

Lyerly,  a  "splendid  young  man"  with  a  promising  future,  as  reported 
in  the  SALISBURY  EVENING  POST,  had  been  shot  in  the  head  and  the 
store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  burning  the  body  of  Lyerly  almost  beyond 
recognition. 

Unmarried,  Preston  Lyerly  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Miss  Bertha 
Alexander,  a  telephone  operator  at  Cleveland. 

After  a  number  of  confessions,  some  of  which  implicated  one  man  or 
another,  Sidney  Thurman  Finger,  "a  young,  stout,  ginger  cake  negro" 
according  to  the  POST,  was  found  guilty  of  the  crime  and  sentenced  to 
death  by  electrocution  at  Raleigh.  Finger,  age  18,  was  the  first  man  ever 
sent  from  Rowan  County  to  the  electric  chair.  Sid  Finger  died  on  Friday, 
June  19,  1914. 

As  reported  in  the  RALEIGH  NEWS  AND  OBSERVER,  Finger  said,  "I 
kilt  Mr.  Lyerly  myself.  I  was  working  on  the  Southern  Railway  and  had 
been  trading  with  Mr.  Lyerly.  I  had  give  him  my  suit  of  clothes  which  I 
paid  $25  for  and  had  not  worn  but  three  weeks.  I  owed  him  some  money. 
When  I  went  back  to  pay  it  and  git  my  clothes  and  pay  $20  he  told  me 
that  he  had  sold  my  suit.  Then  I  shot  him  and  throwed  his  body  in  the 
store  and  set  it  afire.  I  didn't  have  anybody  with  me," 


Lyerly,  Lillar  Barnes  See  Charlie  Albert  Lyerly 
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Lyerly,  Lydia  J.  See  Isaac  Lyerly 


Lyerly,  Maggie  Thompson  See  R.  A.  Lyerly 


Lyerly,  Margaret  See  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr. 


Lyerly,  Margaret  Died  before  Nov.  1941 

Age  89  yrs. 

This  is  a  small  square  concrete  marker  with  a  cross  engraved  on  the 
top.  There  are  no  dates  or  other  identification.  See  Mary  C.  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Margurate  Departed  this  life  Aug.  17th,  1851 

in  the  49th  year  of  her  life. 

The  pains  of  death  are  passed 
Labor  and  sorrows  ceased 
And  life's  long  warfare  closed  at  last 
Her  .soul  is  found  in  peace. 

The  daughter  of  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  Dillow  Lyerly,  Mar- 
garetta  was  never  married. 


Lyerly,  Mary  C.  Died  before  Nov.  1941 

Age  65  yrs. 

This  is  a  small  square  concrete  marker  with  a  cross  engraved  on  the 
top.  There  are  no  dates  or  other  identification.  See  Margaret  Lyerly. 


GONE  HOME 
Lyerly,  Mary  C.  Born  Dec.  2,  1874  Died  Dec.  16,  1895 

Wife  of  J.'  G.  Lyerly 
Aged  21  y's,  14  d's. 

Mary  C.  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Daniel  Alexander  and  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Rice  Lyerly,  married  Joseph  Graham  Lyerly,  son  of  Isaac  and  Lydia  J. 
Rice  Lyerly,  October  24,  1 894.  As  noted  by  the  Clerk  in  Session  Book  II, 
Mary  C.  Lyerly  left  an  infant,  who  was  to  become  Rev.  Marion  G.  Lyerly, 
raised  by  his  grandparents,  Daniel  and  Margaret  Elizabeth  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Mary  E.  Born  Jan.  19,  1842  Died  Sept.  21,  1917 

Mary  Emaline  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  G.  Robinson 
Cowan  Lyerly.  This  is  on  the  same  stone  with  Jane  E.,  Mary  S.,  and  John 
Lyerly. 
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Lyerly,  Mary  G.  See  John  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Mary  S.  See  John  Lyerly. 

This  is  the  same  as  Mary  G.  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Mary  Trexler  See  Christopher  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Maxine  Miller  See  Cornelius  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Oren  Died  Aug.  21,  1889 

Aged  5  y's,  11  mo. 

Farewell  wife  and  farewell  child 
Peaceful  be  they  silent  rest 
Slumber  sweetly,  God  knows  best 
When  to  call  thee  home  to  rest. 

This  is  on  the  same  stone  with  E.  A.  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Peter  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  6th,  1826 

Age  35  years,  10  months,  15  days. 

Peter  Lyerly,  born  1791,  son  of  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  Dillow 
Lyerly,  married  August  9,  1816,  Margaret  Cresson  1797  -  1872,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Cresson.  Peter  and  Margaret  Lyerly  had  the  following 
children:  Sophia  (m.  1st  Richard  Graham,  2nd  John  M.  Marlin),  Cather- 
ine I.,  Abner  Charles,  George  Mumford,  and  Isaac  Alexander  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Pinckney  M.  Born  May  23,  1849  Died  Oct.  29,  1857 

Son  of  C.  &  M.  Lyerly 
Aged  8  yrs.,  5  mo.  &  6  days. 
At  Rest. 

Pinckney  Lyerly  was  the  youngest  son  of  Christopher  and  Mary  "Pol- 
ly" Trexler  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Rebecca  who  departed  this  life  March  28,  1845 

Aged  4  yrs.  6  mo.  23  days 

Rebecca  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Lyerly. 
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Lyerly,  Ross  A.  Born  March  10,  1877  Died  Aug.  30,  1931 

Masonic  Emblem 


Lyerly,  Maggie  Thompson    Born  March  3,  1878    Died  July  18,  1951 
Wife  of  R.  A.  Lyerly 

Ross  Alexander  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Thomas  Spencer  and  Eliza  A.  Holt 
Lyerly,  married  Margaret  "Maggie"  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  Locke 
Thompson  and  Mary  Jane  "Janie"  Purviance  Thompson,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Infant  daughter,  James  Thomas,  Cornelius 
Thompson,  and  John  Purviance  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Rev.  S.  Badger      Born  Sept.  3,  1885       Died  March  29,  1930 

Samuel  Badger  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Daniel  Alexander  Lyerly,  and  Marga- 
ret Elizabeth  Rice,  married  Beulah  Cline,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Roy  A.,  Samuel  Badger,  Jr.,  Ruth  (Lesley)  and  Joan  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Sadie  G.  Born  May,  1887  Died  June,  1887 

Dau.  of  Isaac  &  S.  E.  Lyerly 

This  was  the  only  child  of  Isaac  Lyerly  and  his  second  wife,  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Gheen  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Sallie  See  William  C.  Lyerly. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Lyerly,  Sarah  E.  who  departed  this  life  March  27th,  1843 

Aged  1  month. 

Sarah  E.  Lyerly  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  G.  Robinson 
Cowan  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Sarah  J.  See  Jonathan  M.  Lyerly. 


Lyerly,  Sarah  J.  Born  May  6,  1853  Died  Nov.  17,  1918 

This  was  recorded  by  Mrs.  McCubbins,  but  not  by  the  Register  of 
Deeds.  The  stone  was  not  found  in  1987. 


Lyerly,  Sylvia  Dolores  Born  1933  Died  1963 

Sylvia  Delores  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Cornelius  T  and  Maxine  Miller 
Lyerly  was  born  February  24,  1933,  and  died  September  28,  1963.  The 
inscription  is  on  the  same  stone  with  her  parents. 
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C.  S.  OF  A. 
Lyerly,  Thomas  S.  Born  Dec.  15,  1840  Died  Jan.  24,  1922 

Tis  the  Lord  who  hath  bereft  us  of  the  one  we  loved  so  well. 
Gone,  but  not  forgotten. 

Thomas  Spencer  Lyerly,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Lyerly,  was  baptized 
March  28,  1841.  He  married  1st  Eliza  Holt  and  they  had  one  son,  Ross 
Alexander  Lyerly.  On  September  21,  1893,  he  married  Margaret  Elliott 
(1871-1957). 

Thomas  S.  Lyerly,  Company  B,  4th  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Troops, 
CSA:  "Resided  in  Rowan  County  when  he  enlisted  at  age  20,  June  19, 
1861,  for  the  war.  Present  or  accounted  for  until  captured  near  Freder- 
icksburg, Virginia,  May  3,  1863.  Confined  at  Washington,  D.C.,  until 
transferred  to  City  Point,  Virginia,  where  he  was  received  on  May  13, 
1863,  for  exchange.  Wounded  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  1, 

1863,  and  was  reported  absent  wounded  through  December,  1863. 
Rejoined  the  company  prior  to  October  19,  1864,  when  he  was  captured 
at  Strasburg,  Virginia.  Confined  at  Harpers  Ferry,  West  Virginia,  until 
transferred  to  Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  when  he  arrived  October  18, 

1864.  Paroled  at  Point  Lookout  and  transferred  to  Boulware's  Wharf, 
James  River,  Virginia,  where  he  was  received  on  March  30,  1865,  for 
exchange." 


Lyerly,  Walter  Lee  Born  May  8,  1893  Died  April  3,  1948 

Masonic  Emblem 


Lyerly,  Beulah  Correll         Born  Aug.  1,  1895         Died  Nov.  4,  1984 

Walter  Lee  Lyerly,  the  son  of  Daniel  Alexander  Lyerly  and  Margaret 
Elizabeth  Rice,  married  Beulah  Correll,  daughter  of  Chalmers  and  Lau- 
ra Felker  Correll.  They  had  the  following  children:  Miriam  (Williams), 
Virginia  (Annunziata),  Glenn,  and  Mary  (Byerly)  Lyerly.  He  was  a  ruling 
elder,  Unity  Church,  1920-1934,  and  Clerk  of  Session,  1923-1926. 


Leyerlee,  Wiley  Born  Jan.  30,  1821  Died  Dec.  8,  1885 

Aged  65  yrs.,  10  m's,  8  d's 


Lyerly,  Ester  Sides  Born  May  21,  1825  Died  June  12,  1899 

Wife  of  W.  Lyerly 
Aged  74  y's  21  d's. 

Wiley  Lyerly,  son  of  Jacob  Lyerly  and  Mary  Moose,  married  1842, 
Esther  H.  Sides,  daughter  of  Daniel  Sides.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Jacob  Hartwell  (m.  Mary  Marlin),  Martha,  Mary,  E.  A.,  Clara  (Rit- 
chie), and  Daniel  A.  (m.  Margaret  Rice)  Lyerly. 
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Lyerly,  William  Edward       Born  Oct.  4,  1864       Died  March  6,  1955 

Lyerly,  Julia  Cornelia  Jones    Born  Apr.  10,  1870    Died  Mar.  6,  1936 
(Wife  of  William  Edward  Lyerly) 

William  Edward  Lyerly,  son  of  George  Mumford  and  Jane  Elizabeth 
Thompson  Lyerly,  married  Julia  Cornelia  Jones,  July  20,  1887,  and  they 
had  the  following  children:  Nyman  Edward,  Eubert  Craig,  Margaret 
(Thornton),  and  Anna  Barringer  Lyerly. 


AT  REST 

Lyerly,  William  C.  Born  Jan.  4,  1848  Died  July  11,  1903 

His  memory  is  blessed 

Lyerly,  Sallie  Born  Jan.  18,  1836  Died  Feb.  4,  1921 

Rest,  mother,  rest  in  quiet  sleep 
While  friends  in  sorrow  o'er  thee  weep. 

William  C.  Lyerly,  son  of  John  Lyerly,  married  November  12,  1868, 
Sarah  C.  "Sallie"  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Christopher  C.  and  Mary  "Polly" 
Trexler  Lyerly,  and  they  had  two  children:  John  C.  and  Anne  Lee  Lyerly. 


Marlin,  Elizabeth  Died  Mar.  30,  1814 

Age  22 

Elizabeth  was  probably  the  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Culbertson 
Marlin.  This  was  recorded  by  Mrs.  McCubbins.  It  was  not  on  the  Register 
of  Deeds  list.  I  found  no  marker  in  1987. 


Marlin,  Isabella  See  Samuel  Marlin. 


Marlin,  Jane  See  John  Marlin. 


Marlin,  Jesse  Born  Feb.  4,  1797  Died  Aug.  24,  1842 


Marlin,  Mary  Born  Aug.  26,  1811  Died  March  28,  1868 

Wife  of  Jesse  Marlin 

Jesse  Marlin,  son  of  John  and  Jane  Culbertson  Marlin,  married  Mary 
Turner,  April  18,  1833,  in  Rowan  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  Alia 
Ann  (File)  and  John  Pinkney  Marlin. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Marlin,  John  Departed  this  life  November  30th,  1846 

Aged  83  yrs.,  10  mos.,  17  days. 

For  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout  and 
the  voice  of  the  archangel  and  with  the  trumpet  of  God  and  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Marlin,  Jane  Died  June  6,  1842 

Aged  72  years,  5  months,  and  7  days. 

Even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him. 

John  Marlin  (b.  1 763)  married  Jane  Culbertson  (b.  1770),  daughter  of 
John  Culbertson,  March  14,  1789,  in  Rowan  County.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Samuel,  Jesse,  Margaret  (Thomason),  and  John  M. 
Marlin.  John  Marlin  was  ordained  a  ruling  elder  at  Unity  Church,  1818. 


Marlin,  John  Born  June  17,  1799  Died  Jan.  14,  1886 

Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright  for  the  end  of  that 
man  is  peace. 

Marlin,  Sophia  Died  May  19,  1863 

Wife  of  J.  Marlin 
Aged  44  yrs.,  8  mos.  &  8  days. 

Sophia  Lyerly  Graham,  widow  of  Richard  Graham,  and  daughter  of 
Peter  Lyerly  and  Margaret  Cresson  Lyerly,  married  John  M.  Marlin,  son 
of  John  and  Jane  Culbertson  Marlin,  June  12,  1845,  in  Rowan  County. 
John  and  Sophia  Marlin  has  the  following  children:  Mary  (m.  Jacob 
Hartwell  Lyerly),  Temperance  E.,  Joel  P.,  Julia  Virginia  (m.  1st  Thomas 
Hix,  2nd  George  R.  McNeill),  Sarah  Jane  (m.  William  Lawson  Kluttz), 
Amanda  Elizabeth  (m.  Robert  Dwiggins),  and  Margaret  Abigail  Marlin. 

A  memorial  window  in  the  present  Mt.  Vernon  Presbyterian  Church, 
located  on  Carson  Road,  is  inscribed,  "In  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Marlin,  Sr.,  who  built  our  first  church  in  1870,  by  Marlin  Descendants." 
One  of  many  black  churches  organized  following  the  Civil  War,  Mt. 
Vernon  Church  was  formed  in  1869  by  a  group  of  blacks  who  withdrew 
from  Unity  Church. 


Marlin,  John  P.  Born  April  20,  1834  Died  Nov.  12,  1871 

John  Pinkney  Marlin,  son  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Turner  Marlin,  married 
Anna  Lyerly.  Mary  M.  Marlin  was  their  daughter.  He  was  an  ordained 
elder  at  Unity  Church,  1860-1871. 
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Marlin,  Margaret  A.  Born  Jan.  24,  1853  Died  Feb.  7,  1862 

Dau.  of  J.  &  S.  Marlin 
Aged  9  y's,  14  d's. 

Margaret  Abigale  Marlin,  daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  Marlin,  was 
baptized  May  2,  1853. 


Marlin,  Margaret  L.  Died  July  20,  1850 

Aged  33  y's,  7  m's. 
Wife  of  William  T.  Marlin 

William  T.  Marlin,  son  of  Samuel  and  Isabella  Lowry  Marlin,  married 
Margaret  L.  Howard,  December  30,  1847,  in  Rowan  County. 


Marlin,  Mary  See  Jesse  Marlin. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Marlin,  Samuel,  who  departed  this  life 

the  18th  day  of  August  A.D.  1848. 
Aged  55  years  7  months  and  13  days. 


Marlin,  Isabella  Died  July  14,  1868 

Wife  of  Samuel  Marlin 
Aged  75  years. 

Samuel  Marlin,  son  of  John  and  Jane  Culbertson  Marlin,  married  Isa- 
bella Lowry  (b.  1 793),  April  1 8,  1820,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Jane 
(Barber)  and  Wm.  Theodore  Marlin.  Samuel  Marlin  was  ordained  ruling 
elder,  Unity  Church,  1824-1848;  Clerk  of  Session,  1838-1848.  At  his 
death,  it  was  recorded  in  the  Session  Book  that  "he  was  a  working, 
prudent,  humble,  consistent  Christian." 


Marlin,  Sophia  See  John  Marlin. 


McBennett,  Roberta  Fleming  Born  Dec.  31,  1918  Died  Oct.  22,  1979 
In  life,  in  death,  O  Lord,  Abide  with  me. 

Roberta  Fleming,  the  daughter  of  Nathan  Neeley  and  Bessie  B. 
McKinney  Fleming,  married  Charles  J.  McBennett,  a  native  of  New 
York.  Residents  of  Fayetteville,  they  had  the  following  children:  Charles, 
Mary  Ann,  and  Bessie  McBennett. 
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McCrary,  E.  D.  Died  Oct.  1,  1854 

Grand  Dau.  of  J.  T.  and  E.  Burris 
Ag'd  6  y's,  11  m's,  3  d's. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
McCrary,  Joseph  F.  Died  Dec.  27,  1851 

Grandson  of  Joseph  T.  and  Elizabeth  Burris 
Aged  4  y,  6  m's,  10  d's. 


AT  REST 
Mclntyre,  James  A.  Born  Aug.  8,  1867  Died  July  12,  1946 


Mclntyre,  Jane  G.  Born  June  23,  1854  Died  Oct.  6,  1894 

Wife  of  Jas.  Mclntyre 


Mclntyre,  Lenora  Penninger  See  William  H.  Penninger. 

James  A.  Mclntyre,  son  of  John  and  Harriett  Freeman  Mclntyre,  of 
Union  County,  married  1st  Jane  G.  Morrison,  and  they  had  two  children: 
Addie  (Livengood),  and  Cyrus  Mclntyre.  He  then  married  Alice  Lenora 
Mowery  Penninger,  widow  of  William  Henry  Penninger,  and  they  had 
one  son,  Melvin  Mclntyre. 


McKinney,  Fred  G.  Born  Oct.  24,  1878  Died  July  21,  1952 

Pvt.  Co.  A,  3VA  Infantry  Spanish  American  War. 


HIS  WIFE 

McKinney,  Margaret  Fleming   Born  Nov.  1,  1879   Died  June  1,  1973 
Wife  of  Fred  G.  McKinney 

Fred  Galliton  McKinney,  son  of  Felix  Grundie  and  Lelia  Henderson 
McKinney,  of  Danville,  Virginia,  married  Margaret  "Maggie"  Cowan 
Fleming,  daughter  of  William  Krider  and  Lillie  Wood  Fleming  (buried 
Third  Creek  Church),  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Kathleen  (m. 
Frederick  Cassady),  Maude  (m.  Marcus  Henry  Fisher),  and  Dr.  Hugh 
Lee  (m.  Edith  Hall),  and  Margaret  (m.  James  Harold  Foster)  McKinney. 


McNeill,  George  Gilbert    Born  Sept.  14,  1879    Died  Sept.  28,  1881 
Son  of  Geo.  and  J.  V.  McNeill 
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McNeill,  Infant  Born  and  Died  Sept.  27,  1877 

Dau.  of  Geo.  &  J.  V.  McNeill 


McNeill,  Warren  Kirkland    Born  Aug.  29,  1882    Died  Aug.  24,  1886 
Son  of  Geo.  R.  and  J.  V.  McNeill 
Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus 

The  three  children  listed  above  are  children  of  George  Rockwell 
McNeill  who  married  December  22,  1875,  Julia  Virginia  Marlin  Hix,  the 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Sophia  Lyerly  Marlin,  and  widow  of  Thomas  F. 
Hix. 


Mingis,  Berry  Floyd  Died  Nov.  19,  1873 

Son  of  J.  H.  &  E.  A.  Mingis 
Aged  2  y's,  2  m's,  19  d's. 

Joseph  Mingis  married  Elizabeth  A.  Glasscock,  February  13,  1855. 
She  was  his  second  wife. 


Mingis,  Earnest  M.        Born  March  17,  1880        Died  Sept.  18,  1880 
Son  of  R.  M.  Mingis 

Rowan  Megruder  Mingis  was  the  second  son  of  Joseph  Henry  Mingis. 


Mingis,  Elmore  Born  Dec.  30,  1878  Died  July  10,  1881 

Son  of  C.  W.  and  M.  A.  Mingis 

Whitfield  Calvin  Mingus  was  the  oldest  son  of  Joseph  Henry  Mingis. 


Mingis,  Hamilton  Baxter        Born  Nov.  2,  1855        Died  July  2,  1857 
Son  of  J.  H.  &  E.  A.  Mingis 
Aged  1  yr.,  8  m's. 


Mingis,  J.  H.  Born  Dec.  27,  1807  Died  March  22,  1881 


Mingis,  Sarah  Died  March  15,  1853 

Wife  of  Joseph  H.  Mingus 
Aged  53  y's,  6  mo. 

Joseph  Henry  Mingis  married  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Cowan,  January  1, 
1842.  According  to  his  will,  Mingis  has  the  following  children:  Whitfield 
Calvin  Mingis,  Eva  Dora  Mingis,  Rowan  Megruder  Mingis,  Lizzie  Min- 
gis, and  Joseph  Henry  Mingis,  Jr. 
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Moore,  Boyce  Stevenson     Born  Dec.  17,  1905     Died  July  18,  1976 
Cpl.  U.S.  Army  World  War  II 

A  son  of  James  S.  and  Mary  Belle  Pope  Moore,  Boyce  married  Mary 
Wetmore  Cole,  daughter  of  Clarence  Clyde  and  Mary  Fleming  Cole. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Marilynn  Mclver  (Wright),  Boyce  Ste- 
venson "Steve,"  Rosanna  Marie  (Lundy),  Charles  Stanley,  Eric  Allen, 
and  Richard  "Dick"  Clarence  Moore. 


Moore,  Carmen  C.  Born  Feb.  12,  1948  Died  April  14,  1963 

Dau.  of  Barron  and  Mildred  Moore 


Moore,  Donnie  Gullett  See  Ralph  Neely  Moore. 


Moore,  James  S.  Born  Oct.  9,  1864  Died  Nov.  29,  1943 

Husband  of  Mary  Belle  Pope 


Moore,  Mary  Belle  Pope    Born  April  24,  1869    Died  Sept.  29,  1953 
Wife  of  James  S.  Moore 

James  Samuel  Moore,  a  native  of  Rockingham  County,  married  Mary 
B.  Pope,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Lura  Yount  Pope  (buried  at  Woodleaf 
Methodist  Church),  October  8,  1885,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Bertie  (Brown),  Blake,  Mae  (Click),  Two  children  born  and  died  in 
Arkansas,  Docia  Lee  and  Bryan,  Belle  (Belk),  Summers,  Ralph,  Boyce, 
Iva  (Wetmore),  and  Ruth  (Wetmore)  Moore.  He  was  Ruling  elder  at 
Unity  Church,  1920-1943;  Clerk  of  Session,  1926-1932. 


Moore,  Mildred  Snider      Born  June  23,  1917      Died  Sept.  30,  1963 
Wife  of  Barron  O.  Moore 

Mildred  Snyder,  daughter  of  Alexander  McRae  and  Eula  Vann  Michael 
Snyder,  married  Barron  O.  Moore,  son  of  Blake  and  Laura  Moore,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Carmen,  Terry,  Sandy  (Arrowood),  and 
Johnny  Moore. 


Moore,  Ralph  Neely  Born  Nov.  10,  1933  Died  Jan.  16,  1983 

Husband  of  Donnie  Gullett 

To  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  purpose 

under  heaven. 

—  Ecclesiastes  3:1. 


402 


Moore,  Donnie  Gullett  Born  March  8,  1937 

Wife  of  Ralph  Neely  Moore 
Married  July  15,  1955. 

Ralph  Neely  Moore,  the  son  of  Ralph  and  Hester  Click  Moore,  married 
Donnie  Gullett,  daughter  of  Wayne  and  Emma  Miller  Gullett  of  Frank- 
lin. There  were  no  children.  Donnie  married  second  Bobby  Whitesides. 


Moose,  Curtis  V.  Born  Jan.  7,  1902  Died  Feb.  14,  1958 

(Husband  of  Margaret  Moose) 


Moose,  Margaret  Owens  Born  Feb.  12,  1905 

Margaret  Hart,  the  daughter  of  Lee  and  Nannie  Hart,  married,  first, 
Curtis  Vibert  Moose,  son  of  John  Gilbert  and  Charlotte  Earnhart  Moose; 
and  second,  Edward  Owens. 


Morgan,  Sidney  Holmes      Born  May  24,  1893      Died  Oct.  23,  1962 
Husband  of  Nannie  Goodman 


Morgan,  Nannie  Goodman        Born  Dec.  26,  1894 
Wife  of  Sidney  Holmes  Morgan 

Sidney  Holmes  Morgan,  son  of  John  F.  and  Amanda  Trexler  Morgan  of 
Morgan  Township,  married  Nannie  Goodman,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Nancy  Eagle  Goodman,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Stella  (Har- 
old Isenberg),  Rena  (John  Ludwig),  Leo  (Marion  Finger),  Kathleen  (Ben 
Bridges),  Lois  (Graham  Sowers),  Jane  (Don  Watson),  and  Joe  (Barbara 
Kluttz)  Morgan. 


Morrison,  J.  L.  Died  Jan.  7,  1883 

Aged  65  years. 

John  L.  Morrison,  born  1819,  married  Martha  (last  name  not  known), 
born  1817. 


Mowery,  Sarah  J.  Born  May  6,  1858  Died  Nov.  17,  1918 

Gone,  but  not  forgotten 

Leonard  Calvin  Mowery  married  Sarah  Jane  Murph,  Jan.  15,  1880. 
Their  daughter  Alice  Lenora  Mowery  married  William  Henry  Pen- 
ninger. 
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Murph,  J.  (No  dates) 

This  was  recorded  on  the  Register  of  Deeds  list,  but  was  not  found  in 
1987. 


Murph,  Rachel  Died  Nov.  22,  1877 

Aged  80  years. 


Nesbit,  Elizabeth  Shepherd  (Lib)  Born  June  24,  1918 

Died  April  17,  1973 
Wife  of  Talmage  W.  Nesbit 

Elizabeth  Shepherd  daughter  of,  Claude  W.  and  Melissa  Diamont 
Shepherd,  natives  of  Elon  College,  married  Talmage  Nesbit  on  June  24, 
1938,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Mary  (Guice)  and  Joel  Nes- 
bit. 


Nesbit,  Ether  C.  Born  Sept.  23,  1850  Died  July  18,  1893 

Farewell,  wife  and  child 
Peaceful  be  thy  silent  rest 
Slumber  sweetly,  God  knows  best 
When  to  call  thee  home  to  rest. 
Farewell,  wife  and  child 
We  must  say  our  last  farewell 
Until  we  meet  beyond  the  river 
Happy  there  with  thee  to  dwell. 


Nesbit,  Susan  Calista  Lentz  Born  Dec.  29,  1849  Died  Dec.  30,  1921 
Wife  of  Ether  C.  Nesbit 

Ether  Columbus  Nesbit,  a  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Nesbit  and  Sallie  Dunn 
Nesbit  of  Charlotte,  married  December  5,  1872,  Susan  C.  Lentz,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  Adam  Lentz  (1819-1900)  and  Mary  Ann  Lentz  (1823- 
1892),  natives  of  Iredell  County,  buried  at  Franklin  Presbyterian 
Church.  Ether  C.  and  Susan  Calista  Nesbit  had  the  following  children: 
Infant  (1884),  Oscar  Talmage,  Samuel  E.  B.,  and  his  twin  (Infant,  1892) 
Nesbit. 


Nesbit,  Infant  Died  July  12,  1884 

Dau.  of  E.  C.  &  S.  C.  Nesbit 
Aged  3  mo. 
Family  records  indicate  this  infant  was  born  April  20,  1884. 
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Nesbit,  Infant  Born  and  Died  Nov.  10,  1892 

Son  of  E.  C.  &  S.  C.  Nesbit 
Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus. 

This  was  a  twin  of  Samuel  E.  B.  Nesbit. 


Nesbit,  Mary  Wetmore  See  Oscar  T.  Nesbit. 


Nesbit,  Oscar  Talmage       Born  Oct.  21,  1886        Died  Oct.  23,  1972 


Nesbit,  Mary  Wetmore      Born  Feb.  11,  1888      Died  April  15,  1982 
Wife  of  Oscar  T.  Nesbit 

Oscar  Talmage  Nesbit,  son  of  Ether  and  Susan  C.  Lentz  Nesbit,  mar- 
ried Mary  Wetmore,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mary  "Molly"  Delilah 
Hart  Wetmore,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Talmage,  Mary 
Elizabeth  "Beth"  (Cheek),  Nannie  Theda  (Howard),  Janie  Victoria 
(Gatewood),  William  Wayne,  Frances  Rebecca  (Bryant)  and  Edward  Earl 
Nesbit. 


Nesbit,  Sammie  E.  B.        Born  Nov.  10,  1892        Died  May  12,  1894 
Budded  on  earth  to  Bloom  in  Heaven. 


Nesbit,  Susan  Calista  Lentz  See  Ether  C.  Nesbit. 


Nesbit,  William  Wayne      Born  Nov.  24,  1920       Died  June  25,  1982 
Cpl.  U.S.  Army  World  War  II 

William  Wayne  Nesbit,  a  son  of  Oscar  Talmage  and  Mary  Wetmore 
Nesbit,  married  Eloise  Foster  and  had  the  following  children:  Jean 
(Squire  Drendel)  and  Bill  Nesbit. 


Nicholson,  Eugenia  Pressley  Born  June  27,  1919  Died  June  30,  1919 
Dau.  of  Rev.  W.  A.  &  Frances  Nicholson 
He  carries  the  lambs  in  his  bosom 


Owens,  Catherine  Elizabeth  Born  July  17,  1912  Died  Dec.  28,  1917 
Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus 

Catherine  Elizabeth  was  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Grace  Lippard 
Owens. 
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Owens,  Ellen  Mariah  Isenhour  See  James  Owens. 


Owens,  Grace  Lippard  See  Walter  Owens. 


AT  REST 
Owens,  Henry  C.  Born  Sept.  11,  1841  Died  Feb.  20,  1895 

Henry  C.  Owens  married  first  Elizabeth  Ann  Clofelter,  on  Dec.  29, 
1858;  second  Mary  Thorne,  on  April  8,  1883. 

Henry  C.  Owens,  Sergeant,  Company  G,  6th  Regiment,  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  Army,  according  to  NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS,  was 
"Born  in  Rowan  County  where  he  resided  as  a  farmer  prior  to  enlisting  in 
Mecklenburg  County,  at  age  19,  May  29,  1861,  for  the  war.  Mustered  in 
as  Private  and  promoted  to  Corporal  in  May-Oct.  1862.  Promoted  to 
Sergeant  on  November  1 ,  1862.  Present  or  accounted  for  until  captured 
at  Rappahannock  Station,  Virginia,  November  7,  1863.  Confined  at 
Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  until  paroled  and  transferred  to  Aiken's  Land- 
ing, James  River,  Virginia,  where  he  received  February  25  —  March  3, 
1865,  for  exchange." 


Owens,  James  Born  Oct.  2,  1858  Died  May  21,  1949 


HIS  WIFE 
Owens,  Ellen  Mariah  Isenhour  Born  June  15,  1853 

Died  Dec.  30,  1945 
Wife  of  James  Owens 

James  Owens,  born  in  Davidson  County,  the  son  of  Alfred  and  Rachel 
Stars  Owens,  married  Ellen  Mariah  Isenhour,  born  in  Cabarrus  County, 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  Alexander  Isenhour  and  Elizabeth  Lippard,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Elizabeth  (Segraves)  and  Walter  Owens. 

On  the  occasion  of  their  68th  wedding  anniversary,  James  and  Ellen 
Owens  were  the  subject  of  a  feature  by  Mack  McKa  in  the  SALISBURY 
POST,  on  August  29,  1945.  "Still  making  their  way  in  the  world,"  the 
aged  but  active  couple  were  shown  in  Mr.  Owens  wood- working  shop  at 
Woodleaf,  a  popular  gathering  place,  where  he  had  made  bedroom  fur- 
niture for  families  in  many  North  Carolina  towns. 


Owens,  James  Elmer        Born  March  3,  1925        Died  Oct.  18,  1925 
Son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Owens 

A  little  time  on  earth  he  spent, 
Till  God  for  him  his  angel  sent. 
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Owens,  Margaret  May  Parks  See  Walter  Eugene  Owens. 


Owens,  Mary  E.  Born  April  16,  1839  Died  Dec.  22,  1902 

She  is  shown  as  Elizabeth  Owens  in  Session  Book  II.  This  stone  is 
chipped,  has  been  laid  flat  and  is  imbedded  in  cement.  The  date  is 
difficult  to  read. 


Owens,  Walter  Born  April  28,  1889  Died  July  11,  1953 


Owens,  Grace  Lippard         Born  Jan.  29,  1893         Died  Feb.  8,  1968 
Wife  of  Walter  Owens 
Sleep  on,  Take  thy  Rest 

Walter  Owens,  son  of  James  and  Ellen  Isenhour  Owens,  married  Grace 
Lippard,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sally  Locke  Lippard,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Catherine  Elizabeth,  Gilmer  "John,"  Hazel  (White), 
Pauline,  Walter  Eugene,  and  James  Elmer  Owens. 


OUR  FATHER  WHICH  ART  IN  HEAVEN 
Owens,  Walter  Eugene       Born  Feb.  18,  1921        Died  Sept.  4,  1983 
Pfc.  U.S.  Army  World  War  II 

Owens,  Margaret  May  Parks  Born  May  19,  1923 

Died  April  19,  1969 
Wife  of  Walter  E.  Owens 

Walter  Eugene,  son  of  Walter  and  Grace  Lippard  Owens,  married 
Margaret  May  Parks,  daughter  of  A.  W.  and  May  Parks,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Joe,  Betty  (m.  Chris  Atwell),  Tommy,  Doris  (Enochs), 
and  Lonnie  Owens. 


FATHER 
Parks,  John  F  Born  Jan.  29,  1845  Died  Jan.  12,  1927 

MOTHER 

Parks,  Matilda  J.  Winecoff    Born  Aug.  1,  1853     Died  Sept.  11,  1937 
Wife  of  John  F.  Parks 

John  F.  Parks,  son  of  George  and  Hannah  Hodge  Parks,  married  Ma- 
tilda J.  Winecoff,  born  in  Cabarrus  County,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
White  Winecoff.  They  had  the  following  children:  Daniel,  Mary  (m. 
Scott  Walton),  Belle  (m.  Morris  Dwiggins),  and  Fannie  J.  (m.  Abe  Archie) 
Parks. 
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John  F.  Parks,  Private,  Company  D.,  10th  Regiment  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  Army,  as  shown  in  NORTH  CAROLINATROOPS,  "Resided  in 
Rowan  County  where  he  enlisted  at  age  18,  March  19,  1862,  for  the  war. 
Present  or  accounted  for  through  February,  1865.  Captured  at  Amelia 
Court  House,  Virginia,  April  5,  1865,  and  confined  to  Point  Lookout, 
Maryland,  until  released  after  taking  Oath  of  Allegiance,  June  16, 
1865." 


AT  REST 
Parks,  Ovid  J.  Parks         Born  Feb.  25,  1923         Died  March  2,  1923 

This  was  an  infant  son  of  Daniel  F.  and  Lottie  Honbarrier  Parks  of 
Franklin  Community. 


Pendergrass,  Barbara  Hardin  Born  Nov.  27,  1889 

Died  Nov.  18,  1981 

Barbara  Hardin,  daughter  of  Columbus  Zacharius  Hardin  of  Cleve- 
land County,  and  Mollie  Efler  Hardin,  of  Welsh,  West  Virginia,  married 
Dock  C.  Pendergrass,  and  they  had  two  daughters:  Floreine  (Jones),  and 
Willena  (McMillan)  Pendergrass.  Dock  Pendergrass  was  killed  in  an  auto 
accident  and  is  buried  in  Marion,  North  Carolina. 


Penninger,  Ada  M.  Miller  See  Joel  Franklin  Penninger. 


Penninger,  Annie  E.  See  Henderson  Penninger. 


Penninger,  Daniel  Born  Dec.  22,  1819  Died  Dec.  13,  1900 

Penninger,  Mary  C.  Born  Dec.  12,  1834  Died  Dec.  8,  1900 

Wife  of  Daniel  Penninger 

Daniel  Penninger,  Jr.,  son  of  Daniel  Penninger,  Sr.,  moved  from  Cabarrus 
County,  and  St.  James  Lutheran  Church,  Concord,  to  Woodleaf  and 
Unity  Church.  Mary  Catherine  Pharr  was  wife  of  Daniel  Penninger,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  William  Henry,  (m.  Lenora  Mowery)  and  Ella 
Louise  Penninger  (m.  William  F.  Isenhour),  Robert  H.,  John  Franklin, 
Alice  A.,  and  Elizabeth  Genola  Penninger. 

NORTH  CAROLINATROOPS,  Confederate  States  Army,  shows  that 
Daniel  H.  Penninger,  Private,  Company  F,  9th  Regiment,  "Enlisted  in 
Wake  County,  October  5,  1863,  for  the  war.  Present  or  accounted  for 
through  December,  1864.  Took  Oath  of  Allegiance  at  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina,  June  17,  1865." 
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FATHER 
Penninger,  Henderson  Born  1903  Died  1964 

MOTHER 
Penninger,  Annie  E.  Born  1910  Died  1970 

(Husband  of  Henderson  Penninger) 
Asleep  in  Jesus 

Henderson  Penninger,  son  of  William  Henry  and  Lenora  Mowery 
Penninger,  married  Annie  Edwards,  daughter  of  John  Washington  and 
Minnie  Veach  Edwards  from  Davie  County.  They  had  one  daughter, 
Darlene  Penninger,  who  married  W.  A.  Angel. 


Penninger,  Infant  Born  Feb.  16,  1886 

Son  of  J.  M.  C.  &  S.  J.  Penninger 
Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep 
From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep. 


Penninger,  Infant  Born  Feb.  17,  1892  Died  June  26,  1892 

Son  of  J.  M.  C.  &  S.  J.  Penninger 
Happy  infant,  early  blest 
Rest  in  peaceful  slumber,  rest. 


Penninger,  Infant  Born  April  9,  1891  Died  May  8,  1891 

Son  of  W.  D.  &  A.  M.  Penninger 


Penninger,  J.  M.  C.  Born  Sept.  1,  1844  Died  June  22,  1928 

Husband  of  Jane  Marlin 

HIS  WIFE 
Penninger,  Jane  Marlin        Born  Dec.  25,  1849        Died  Feb.  4,  1937 
Wife  of  J.  M.  C.  Penninger 

John  Moses  Caleb  Penninger,  son  of  Nelson  and  Tirzah  White  Pen- 
ninger, married  Sarah  Jane  Marlin,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Penry 
Marlin,  October  23,  1872.  They  had  the  following  children:  Mollie  (m. 
Sam  Sharpe),  Infant,  Joel  Franklin,  Infant,  Rosa  Bell  (m.  Thomas  S. 
Brown). 

On  April  10th,  1865,  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia,  J.  M.  C. 
Penninger  of  Company  G,  66th  Regiment,  a  paroled  prisoner  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  was  given  permission  to  go  home.  He  took 
the  Amnesty  Oath  on  July  19th,  1865,  according  to  documents  in  the 
possession  of  Janet  Brown,  a  descendant. 
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Penninger,  Joel  Franklin      Born  Jan.  13,  1888      Died  Feb.  17,  1971 


Penninger,  Ada  M.  Miller     Born  June  20,  1893      Died  June  5,  1971 
(Wife  of  Joel  Franklin  Penninger) 

Joel  Franklin  Penninger,  son  of  J.  M.  C.  and  Sarah  J.  Marlin  Penninger, 
married  Ada  M.  Miller,  daughter  of  John  Wesley  and  Delilah  Jane  Davis 
Miller.  They  had  the  following  children:  John  Robert,  Joel  Franklin,  Jr., 
Ruth  Inez  (Haire),  Helen  Jane  (Waller),  Otis  Lee,  Bonnie  Bess  (Miller), 
and  her  twin  William  West,  and  Barbara  Jean  (Bradley)  Penninger. 


Penninger,  Laura  Born  March  4,  1862  Died  Dec.  4,  1935 

Laura  Penninger,  daughter  of  Ruey  Ann  Penninger,  never  married. 


Penninger,  Lenora  Penninger  Mclntyre 

See  William  Henry  Penninger. 


Penninger,  Martha  L.  Daughter  of  N.  and  T.  S.  Penninger 

This  was  recorded  by  the  Register  of  Deeds,  who  states  that  "Marker 
has  crumbled  so  much  that  dates  cannot  be  read."  This  marker  was  not 
found  in  1987. 

According  to  Joy  Brown,  Martha  Louise  Penninger,  daughter  of  Nel- 
son and  Tirzah  White  Penninger  was  born  October  5,  1845,  and  bap- 
tized, 1847.  No  other  information  is  available. 


Penninger,  Mary  C.  See  Daniel  Penninger. 


Penninger,  Nelson         Born  March  11,  1818         Died  June  13,  1882 
Aged  64  yrs.,  3  m's,  2  d's. 


Penninger,  Tirzah  S.  Born  June  7,  1818  Died  May  6,  1892 

Aged  73  y's,  8  m's,  &  29  d's. 

Nelson  Penninger,  son  of  Daniel  Penninger,  Sr.,  married  Tirzah  White, 
and  they  had  the  following  children:  J.  M.  C,  Martha  L,  Jane  Catherine, 
and  Lydia  Ann  Penninger.  He  was  an  ordained  elder,  Unity  Church, 
1871-1882.  During  the  Civil  War,  Nelson  Penninger  was  reportedly  a 
guard  at  the  Salisbury  Prison. 
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Penninger,  Ruey  Ann        Born  Jan.  18,  1827        Died  March  5,  1907 
At  Rest 

Ruey  Ann,  daughter  of  Daniel  Penninger,  Sr.,  had  one  daughter  Laura 
Penninger. 


Penninger,  Tirzah  S.  See  Nelson  Penninger. 


FATHER 
Penninger,  William  Henry    Born  May  19,  1866    Died  Oct.  19,  1918 

MOTHER 

Penninger,  Lenora,  Mclntyre    Born  Nov.  12,  1880    Died  April  19,  1962 
Wife  of  William  Henry  Penninger 
There  is  Rest  in  Heaven. 

William  Henry  Penninger,  son  of  Daniel  Penninger,  Jr.,  and  Catherine 
Pharr  Penninger,  married  Alice  Lenora  Mowery,  daughter  of  Leonard 
and  Sara  Jane  Murph  Mowery.  They  had  the  following  children:  Hender- 
son, Catherine  (Miller),  William  Burton,  and  Frank  Penninger.  Lenora 
Penninger  married,  second,  James  A.  Mclntyre. 


Penninger,  William  West        Born  Oct.  6,  1925        Died  June  3,  1926 
Son  of  J.  F.  and  A.  M.  Penninger 


Pennington,  Mary  Bailey      Born  Feb.  2,  1879      Died  Sept.  30,  1950 

Mary  Bailey  was  the  daughter  of  Radford  B.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Thomason  Bailey. 


Perrell,  D.  Columbus        Born  March  23,  1877        Died  Nov.  7,  1964 

HIS  WIFE 
Perrell,  S.  Elizabeth  Rice        Born  Oct.  8,  1876        Died  July  6,  1941 
Wife  of  D.  Columbus  Perrell 

The  Lord  Gave,  and  the  Lord  Hath  Taken  Away,  Blessed  Be  the 
Name  of  the  Lord. 

David  Columbus  Perrell,  son  of  David  C.  and  Liza  Hege  Perrell,  of 
Davidson  County,  married  Elizabeth  Rice,  daughter  of  William  Gillespie 
and  Elizabeth  Locke  Culbertson  Rice.  They  had  the  following  children: 
J.  Arthur,  Mary  (Pinkston),  Lena  (Myers),  and  Raymond  Perrell.  Colum- 
bus Perrell  died  of  burns  received  when  his  clothes  caught  fire  in  his 
kitchen  at  home. 
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Perrell,  J.  Arthur  Born  June  27,  1904  Died  Sept.  30,  1966 

Husband  of  Vetra  S. 


Perrell,  Vetra  S.  Born  Aug.  15,  1910 

Wife  of  J.  Arthur  Perrell 

Joseph  Arthur  Perrell,  son  of  David  Columbus  and  Elizabeth  Rice 
Perrell,  married  Vetra  Sheets,  the  daughter  of  Lewis  Archie  Sheets  of  the 
Gays  Chapel  area,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Sarah  (Owens), 
Willie,  Carol  (Hartley),  Larry,  Gloria  (Correll)  Perrell. 


FAREWELL 
Petree,  Ulela  Frances  Fennell  Born  July  13,  1864  Died  May  8,  1889 
Wife  of  A.  L.  Petree 
Married  May  3,  1888 
Aged  24  yrs.,  9  mo.,  &  25  d's. 

Tis  hard  to  break  the  tender  cord, 

Whose  love  has  bound  the  heart. 

'Tis  hard,  so  hard  to  speak  the  words, 

Must  we  forever  part? 

Dearest  loved  one,  we  have  laid  thee, 

To  thy  peaceful  grave's  embrace, 

But  the  memory  will  be  cherished, 

Till  we  see  thy  heavenly  face. 


Phillips,  Jemima  Isabella  Died  Aug.  8,  1862 

Dau.  of  Andrew  P.  and  Mary  Phillips 
Aged  7  y's,  9  m's,  24  d's. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord. 


Powlas,  Adam     Born  in  Germany  April  2,  1768     Died  April  2,  1838 
Aged  70  y's. 

Powlas,  Margaret  Born  Dec.  23,  1801  Died  Nov.  23,  1870 

Wife  of  Adam  Powlas 
Aged  68  y's.  11  m's. 

Jon  Adam  Powlas,  son  of  Johann  Wilhelm  Paulus  and  his  wife  Ann 
Barbara,  from  Essenheim,  Germany,  buried  at  Lower  Stone  Church, 
arrived  in  Philadelphia,  October  10,  1768,  in  the  ship  MINERVA. 

Adam  Powlas  married  Mary  Dillow,  daughter  of  Michael  Hartman  and 
Margaret  Dillow,  June  4,  1785,  in  Rowan  County.  Mary  was  a  sister  of 
Margaret  Dillow  who  married  Jacob  Lyerly,  Sr.  Of  nine  children  born  to 
Adam  and  Mary  Powlas,  only  Mary  C.  Wright  is  buried  at  Unity.  Three 
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children  moved  to  Illinois,  others  settled  in  eastern  Rowan  County. 

Second,  Adam  Powlas  married  Margaret  Hoftner,  June  11,  1829.  The 
children  of  Adam  Powlas  and  Margaret  Hoftner  Powlas  were:  Adam, 
Levi,  Rachel  and  John  Henry.  One  source  shows  John  Henry  to  be  the 
twin  of  Rachel,  but  the  grave  stones  would  indicate  differently,  or  there 
were  two  John  Henry  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Adam  Born  Aug.  25,  1829  Died  March  25,  1847 

Son  of  Adam  Powlas 
Aged  18  Y's.  6  Ms. 

Adam  Powlas  was  the  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret  Hoffner  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Annie  G.  See  John  Q.  A.  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Cloyce  (Harrison)  Born  1918  Died  1919 

Child  of  J.  Q.  A.  and  Annie  Powlas 


Powlas,  Cora  Belle  Thomason  See  George  Franklin  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Evelyn  H.  See  Lloyd  Powlas. 


Powlas,  George  Franklin      Born  May  10,  1863      Died  May  10,  1941 


Powlas,  Cora  Belle  Thomason    Born  Dec.  23,  1 869    Died  Feb.  24,  1 895 
Aged  25  Y's  2  M's  1  D's. 

George  Franklin  Powlas,  son  of  Rachel  Powlas,  married  Cora  Belle 
Thomason,  December  24,  1885,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
John  Q.  A.,  Mary  Lee  (m.  Luther  Bost),  Jessie  F  (m.  Joe  Myers)  and 
Isabella  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Jesse  Died  July  28,  1902 

Aged  75  y's,  8  m's,  18  d's. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Powlas,  Sarah  L.  Who  was  Born  May  16th,  1830 

And  departed  this  life  Sept.  the  29th,  1854 
Wife  of  Jesse  Powlas 
Aged  24  years  4  months  and  13  days. 
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Powlas,  Sarah  E.  Died  Nov.  3,  1901 

Wife  of  J.  Powlas 
Aged  66  y's,  7  m's,  5  d's. 

Jesse  Powlas,  born  November  10,  1826,  son  of  William  Powlas,  and 
twin  of  Samuel  Powlas,  married  first  Sarah  Letitia  Gillean,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Ann  Thompson  Gillean,  May  1,  1851.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Elizabeth  Ann  Powlas  (1st  wife  of  Jonas  Lippard),  and  Thomas 
W.  Powlas. 

The  second  wife  of  Jesse  Powlas  was  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thompson, 
daughter  of  John  Noonan  Thompson  and  Margaret  Scott  Knox  Thomp- 
son. They  were  married  November  22,  1855.  They  had  one  daughter, 
Margaret  J.  Powlas  (also  married  Jonas  Lippard).  Sarah  Letitia  Gillean 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Thompson  were  first  cousins. 

Rumple  lists  Jesse  Powlas  as  a  member  of  Company  C.,  49th  Regiment 
of  the  Confederate  State  Army.  He  wa  a  ruling  elder  1871-1902. 


Powlas,  John  H.  Born  Feb.  26,  1841  Died  June  23,  1863 

Son  of  Margaret  Powlas 
Aged  22  y's.  3  m's.  23  d's. 


Powlas,  John  Q.  A.  Born  Nov.  11,  1893  Died  May  18,  1953 

Powlas,  Annie  G.  Born  March  6,  1896  Died  Jan.  26,  1978 

Wife  of  John  Q.  A.  Powlas 

John  Quincy  Adams  Powlas,  son  of  George  Franklin  and  Cora  Belle 
Thomason  Powlas,  married  Annie  Goodman,  daughter  of  John  Crawford 
and  Leah  Ellen  Powlas  Goodman,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Lloyd,  Cloyce,  Mavis  (Blackwelder),  Madge  (Hall),  Dorothy  (Blair), 
Thelma  (Elie),  and  Zelia  Powlas. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Powlas,  Levi  Born  April  11,  1831  Died  Jan.  28,  1915 

Powlas,  Nancy  M.  Born  (Broken  —  cannot  read) 

Wife  of  Levi  Powlas  Died  Feb.  26,  1888 

Mrs.  McCubbins  and  the  Register  of  Deeds  list  show  this  birth  date  as 
March  10,  1830. 


Powlas,  Margaret  C.        Born  Oct.  20,  1856        Died  March  19,  1938 
Was  Dayvault,  Cabarrus  County,  North  Carolina. 
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Levi  Powlas  married  first  Nancy  Malinda  Tucker,  December  24,  1860, 
and  they  had  the  following  children:  Mary  or  Margaret  (Barrier),  Leroy 
and  Rachel  Powlas.  The  second  wife  of  Levi  Powlas  was  Maggie  C. 
Day  vault  Gourley,  a  widow,  and  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Margaret 
Lewis  Day  vault  of  Cabarrus  County.  They  were  married  September  19, 


Powlas,  Lloyd  F.  Born  Oct.  22,  1916  Died  May  17,  1983 

Powlas,  Evelyn  H.  Born  Sept.  3,  1922  Died  Oct.  1,  1987 

Wife  of  Lloyd  F.  Powlas,  Married  April  24,  1966 

Lloyd  Powlas,  the  son  of  John  Q.  A.  and  Annie  Goodman  Powlas, 
married,  first  Mary  Padgett,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Sylvia  (Shaver) 
Powlas;  and  second,  Evelyn  Hand,  a  native  of  Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  and 
the  daughter  of  Lee  Otis  and  Rowena  Sledge  Hand. 


Powlas,  Margaret  See  Adam  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Margaret  A.  Born  March  5,  1828  Died  June  8,  1889 

Wife  of  Eli  Powlas 

Eli  Powlas,  son  of  William  (1788-1876)  and  Catherine  Kanupp  (1788- 
1860)  Powlas,  married  Margaret  Ann  Gillean,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Ann 
Thompson  Gillean,  May  15,  1850.  A  daughter,  Jane  Abigail  Powlas,  born 
January  5,  1854,  died  June  6,  1854,  is  buried  at  Unity,  without  a  grave 
marker. 

Eli  Powlas,  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  States  Army,  was  an  elder  at 
Lebanon  Lutheran  Church,  where  he  is  buried,  along  with  his  parents, 
and  descendants. 

Eli  Powlas  and  Margaret  Ann  Gillean  Powlas  had  one  son,  John  Wil- 
liam Powlas,  who  was  the  father  of  Miss  Maud  and  Miss  Annie  Powlas, 
Lutheran  missionaries  to  Japan. 


Powlas,  Margaret  C.  See  Levi  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Margaret  Isabella    Born  Nov.  10,  1890    Died  Nov.  20,  1909 

Margaret  Isabella  Powlas  was  the  daughter  of  George  Franklin  and 
Cora  Belle  Thomason  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Nancy  M.  See  Levi  Powlas. 
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Powlas,  Rachel  Born  June  15,  1835  Died  Jan.  5,  1920 

Rachel  Powlas,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Margaret  Hoffner  Powlas,  never 
married. 


Powlas,  Sarah  E.  See  Jesse  Powlas. 


Powlas,  Sarah  L.  See  Jesse  Powlas. 


Powlas,  William  A.  Born  Feb.  5,  1857  Died  April  29,  1880 

William  Albert  Powlas,  son  of  Moses  and  Ann  Powlas,  was  made  a  ward 
of  Eli  Powlas,  October  26,  1872.  He  married  Ellen  Sophronia  Dunlap, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Martha  A.  Dunlap,  December  12,  1878. 


Powlas,  Zelia  Born  1929  Died  1929 

Child  of  J.  Q.  A.  and  Annie  G.  Powlas 


Purviance,  Eliz  Ann  Born  Feb.  6,  1853  Died  Aug.  2,  1862 

Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus 

She  was  probably  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Penninger  Pur- 
viance. 


Purviance,  John  Miller       Born  Nov.  18,  1811        Died  July  30,  1860 
We  loved  thee,  but  God  loved  thee  best. 

The  son  of  Robert  and  Sally  Miller  Purviance  who  married  April  26, 
1793,  John  Miller  Purviance  was  the  first  husband  of  Sarah  Penninger 
Purviance  Gullett,  and  they  had  one  daughter  Mary  Jane  "Jenme"  Pur- 
viance (m.  Thomas  Locke  Thompson). 


R.,  A.  No  Dates 

This  was  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  list,  but  not  found  in  1987. 


Ratledge,  George  W.  Born  Jan.  26,  1884  Died  Feb.  6,  1955 


Ratledge,  Florence  Rice        Born  Feb.  1,  1889        Died  April  9,  1928 
Wife  of  G.  W.  Ratledge 
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George  Washington  Ratledge,  son  of  John  P.  and  Sallie  Casey  Rat- 
ledge,  married  Florence  Rice,  the  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Sarah  E. 
File  Rice,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Erma  (Weant),  Alene 
(Stroud),  and  Elmer  Ward  Ratledge.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Eva 
Blake,  and  they  had  two  daughters:  Betty  (Godbey)  and  Connie  (Weaks) 
Ratledge. 


Repult,  Ann  See  Joshua  Repult. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Repult,  John  who  departed  this  life  March  24,  1857 

Aged  35  yrs.  5  mo.  15  days. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Ripult,  Mary  An  who  departed  this  life  July  11th,  1847 

Aged  21  yrs.,  2  months,  &  15  days. 

John  Repult,  son  of  Joshua  and  Anna  Marlin  Repult,  married  Mary  Ann 
Chambers  on  June  2,  1846. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Ripult,  Joshua  Who  Departed  this  life  Dec.  23,  1843 

Aged  55  Years  11  Months  and  23  Days 


Repult,  Ann  Born  May  26,  1787  Died  Nov.  24,  1872 

(Wife  of  Joshua  Repult) 

The  record  for  Joshua  Ripult  was  taken  from  the  McCubbins  list  and 
the  Register  of  Deeds  list;  but  was  not  found  in  1988.  The  stone  for  Ann 
Repult  (wife  of  Joshua)  has  been  broken  and  reset;  the  death  date  cannot 
be  read.  The  date  shown  here  is  taken  from  the  McCubbins  and  Register 
of  Deeds  lists. 

Joshua  Repult  married  Ann  Marland  (Marlin),  Sept.  30,  1811.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Margaret,  Sarah  L.  (m.  John  Boston),  Eliza- 
beth (m.  William  Bessent),  John  (m.  1st  Mary  Ann  Chambers,  2nd  Sarah 
C.  Phifer),  Jesse  M.  (m.  Sarah  Rice),  Martha  J.  (m.  Hezekiah  Gillean), 
Lydia  S.  (m.  Daniel  Culbertson),  and  Caroline  E.  (m.  Martin  Jones) 
Repult. 

Jesse  Ripult  was  granted  a  certificate  of  dismissal  to  remove  to  Lee 
County,  Mississippi,  November  29,  1847. 


Ripult,  Mary  An  See  John  Repult. 
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Rex,  Mat  Lock  Born  June  25,  1865  Died  April  21,  1944 


Rex,  Columbia  York  Wilson   Born  July  19,  1876   Died  Feb.  14,  1956 
Wife  of  Mat  Lock  Rex 

Gone,  but  not  forgotten. 

Columbia  York,  daughter  of  James  A.  York  and  Nancy  Weatherman  of 
Harmony,  Iredell  County,  married  first  Walter  Jackson  Wilson  (buried  at 
Harmony),  and  they  had  one  son,  James  Wilson.  She  married  second  Mat 
Lock  Rex,  who  had  never  been  married. 


Rice,  Allen  F.  Born  Feb.  25,  1892  Died  Sept.  6,  1905 

Son  of  W.  F.  and  S.  E.  Rice 

This  is  on  the  same  stone  with  Sarah  E.  Rice. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Rice,  Allen  G.  Born  Feb.  10,  1838  Sept.  23,  1861 

Died  in  Virginia 
Son  of  Edmund  and  Jane  Rice 
Aged  23  y's,  7  m's,  13  d's. 
He  was  a  private  in  the  4th  Regiment 
North  Carolina  State  Troops,  Company  B. 

Allen  G.  Rice,  son  of  Edmund  and  Jane  Culbertson  Rice,  never  mar- 
ried. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS  reports  that  Allen  G.  Rice,  was  "Born 
in  Rowan  County  where  he  resided  as  a  farmer  prior  to  enlisting  in 
Rowan  County  at  age  23,  June  3, 1861,  for  the  war.  Died  at  Camp  Fisher, 
near  Manassas,  Virginia,  September  22,  1861.  Cause  of  death  not  re- 
ported." 


Rice,  Charlotte  A.  Born  Sept.  29,  1853  Died  Jan.  2,  1919 

Thomas  D.  Rice,  son  of  Cathew  and  Nancy  Hellard  Rice,  married 
second  Charlotte  Albertine  File,  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  Eddleman 
File,  November  9,  1880.  His  first  wife  had  been  Mary  Jane  Benson. 
Thomas  D.  Rice  is  buried  at  St.  Andrews  cemetery. 


Rice,  Edmund  Died  Sept.  2,  1891 

Aged  82  y's,  9  months,  23  days. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord. 


418 


Rice,  Jane  Died  April  25,  1845 

Wife  of  Edmund  Rice 
Aged  36  yrs.,  10  months,  19  ds. 


Rice,  Elizabeth  H.  Born  May  29,  1804  Died  Sept.  15,  1889 

Wife  of  Edmund  Rice 
Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart. 

Edmund  Rice,  son  of  Phillip  and  Sara  Thomason  Rice,  married  first 
Jane  Culbertson,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Gillespie  Culbertson, 
June  3,  1834.  They  had  the  following  children:  Nancy  E.  (m.  Samuel  S. 
Benson),  Allen  G.,  Lydia  (m.  Isaac  Lyerly),  Joseph,  Infant  1843,  William 
Gillespie  (m.  Elizabeth  Locke)  Rice.  Edmund  Rice  married  his  second 
wife,  Elizabeth  H.  Robison,  February  6,  1851.  Edmund  Rice  served  as 
an  ordained  elder  at  Unity  Church  from  1855- 1891.  He  was  responsible 
for  moving  the  "uppin  block"  to  Unity. 


Rice,  Elizabeth  A.  See  William  G.  Rice. 


Rice,  Elizabeth  Culbertson  See  John  H.  Rice. 


Rice,  Elizabeth  H.  See  Edmund  Rice. 


Rice,  George  L.  Born  April  21,  1869  Died  May  29,  1892 

Son  of  W  G.  &  E.  A.  Rice 
Aged  23  y's,  1  mo.  &  5  d. 

George  Locke  Rice  was  the  son  of  William  Gillespie  and  Elizabeth 
"Bettie"  Locke  Rice. 


Rice,  Infant  Died  Sept.  29,  1843 

Son  of  E.  &  J.  Rice 
Aged  2  d's. 


Rice,  Jane  See  Edmund  Rice. 


Rice,  Jesse  Haden  Died  June  16,  1855 

Son  of  A.  R.  &  L.  Rice 
Aged  8  mo's,  3  d's. 

Jesse  Haden  was  the  son  of  Amos  R.  and  Lucinda  Rice. 
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Rice,  John  H.  Born  April  1,  1849  Died  March  30,  1916 


HIS  WIFE 
Rice,  Elizabeth  Culbertson   Born  March  2,  1856   Died  Jan.  21,  1943 
Wife  of  John  H.  Rice 

John  Haywood  Rice,  a  twin  of  William  F.  Rice,  and  son  of  Cathew  and 
Nancy  Hellard  Rice  (buried  at  St.  Andrews)  married  December  2,  1875, 
Elizabeth  Culbertson,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Culbertson  and  Lydia 
Repult  Culbertson.  They  had  no  children,  but  raised  several  children 
including  Beulah  Correll  Lyerly,  Jesse  Graham  Shaver,  and  Ethel  Shaver 
Benson  of  Woodleaf. 


Rice,  Julia  F.  Born  Sept.  18,  1843  Died  March  12,  1900 

Wife  of  A.  M.  Rice 

God  in  his  Wisdom  has  recalled 
The  boon  his  love  had  given, 
And  though  the  body  slumbers  her, 
The  same  is  safe  in  heaven. 

Abner  M.  Rice,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Heathman  Rice  (buried  at  St. 
Andrews),  married  Julia  F  Lawrence,  February  16,  1882.  Abner  Rice  is 
buried  in  Salisbury. 


IHS 
Rice,  Lilly  Born  Oct.  4,  1885  Died  Dec.  12,  1939 

Peace  and  rest  be  unto  you. 

Lilly  Rice,  daughter  of  William  F  and  Sarah  E.  File  Rice,  never  mar- 
ried. 


Rice,  Lucinda  Died  July  29,  1855 

Wife  of  A.  R.  Rice 
Aged  41  yrs.  9  mo's,  23  d's. 

Lucinda  Rice  was  the  wife  of  Amos  R.  Rice. 


Rice,  Lydia  A.  Born  Dec.  24,  1886  Died  April  25,  1887 

Dau.  of  W.  G.  &  E.  A.  Rice 
Aged  4  mo.  &  1  day. 


Rice,  Sallie  Elizabeth  Watson  See  William  Luther  Rice. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Rice,  Samuel  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  15th,  1847 

Aged  62  years  and  6  days. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord. 

Samuel  Rice,  born  1785,  probably  a  brother  of  Phillip  Rice,  married 
Lucy  Brooks,  July  30,  1806. 


Rice,  Sarah  E.  See  W.  F.  Rice. 


Rice,  William  F.  Born  April  1,  1849  Died  Jan.  10,  1927 


Rice,  Sarah  E.  Born  May  27,  1859  Died  Oct.  12,  1899 

Wife  of  W.  F.  Rice 

William  F  Rice,  son  Cathew  and  Nancy  Hellard  Rice,  and  a  twin  of 
John  H.  Rice,  married  Sarah  E.  File,  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Sarah  Eddie- 
man  File,  December  5,  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  Florence  Rice 
(m.  George  Ratledge).  In  1893,  William  F.  Rice  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Rice 
gave  a  parcel  of  land  for  St.  George's  Episcopal  Church,  Woodleaf. 


Rice,  William  G.  Born  March  22,  1845  Died  Feb.  7,  1929 


HIS  WIFE 
Rice,  Elizabeth  A.  Born  June  17,  1848  Died  May  2,  1898 

William  Gillespie  Rice,  son  of  Edmund  and  Jane  Culbertson  Rice, 
married  Elizabeth  A.  Locke,  May  28,  1868.  Bettie  Rice  is  shown  in  the 
will  of  Sallie  F  Locke  as  a  daughter.  William  Gillespie  and  Bettie  Locke 
Rice  had  the  following  children:  George  Locke,  Elizabeth  (m.  Columbus 
Perrell),  Lydia  A.,  and  William  Luther  (m.  Sallie  Elizabeth  Watson)  Rice. 

James  Brawley,  in  THE  ROWAN  STORY,  listed  William  G.  Rice  as  a 
pensioner  of  Company  C,  49th  Regiment,  Confederate  States  Army. 


Rice,  William  Luther         Born  Oct.  10,  1888         Died  Feb.  19,  1974 
"Into  Thy  Hands  I  commend  my  Spirit." 
Luke  Xxill:46 


Rice,  Sallie  Elizabeth  Watson  Born  Jan.  7,  1893  Died  Nov.  20,  1961 
Wife  of  William  Luther  Rice 
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William  Luther  Rice,  the  son  of  William  Gillespie  Rice  and  Elizabeth 
A.  Locke  Rice,  married  Sallie  Elizabeth  Watson,  daughter  of  William  F. 
and  Emma  Mills  Watson  (buried  at  Christ  Episcopal  Church).  William 
Luther  and  Sallie  Rice  were  the  parents  of  Melvin  "Shorty",  Helen,  and 
Graham  "Happy"  Rice. 


Ritchie,  Clara  E.  Born  Jan.  17,  1842  Died  Feb.  2,  1916 

Age  74  y's,  15  d's. 

Three  children  were  living  in  the  household  of  Clara  E.  Ritchie  at  the 
time  of  the  1880  Rowan  County  census:  Delia  (m.  Arthur  N.  Dwiggins), 
Luther,  and  Martha  Ritchie. 


Roberts,  Claude  Murray       Born  Nov.  16,  1921       Died  Dec.  9,  1984 

Claude  Murray  Roberts,  son  of  Hugh  Kerr  and  Lula  Walker  Roberts, 
married  Myrtice  Gobble,  daughter  of  Graham  and  Ruth  Thompson  Gob- 
ble. They  had  the  following  children:  Claudette,  Ann  (Parnell),  and 
James  Kent  Roberts. 


HUR  LIES  THE  BODY  OF 
Robison,  Anna  Chambers 
Age  37  Years  and  Dide  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD 

MARCH  THE  3  1827 

Mrs.  McCubbins  read  the  name  on  this  stone  as  FRANK;  however  the 
Register  of  Deeds  list  shows  the  name  as  HANNAH.  This  stone  was  not 
found  in  1988.  Family  records  of  John  H.  Robison,  Jr.  indicate  that  this 
was  Anna  Chambers  Robison,  born  about  1800,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Margery  Robison. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

Robison,  George  who  departed  this  life  Aprile  the  15th,  1845 

Aged  49  yrs. 

George  Robison,  born  April  15,  1796,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Margery 
Robison,  married  ca  1824  Jane  Kerr  and  2nd  Lamyra  Gaither. 


Robison,  Henry  Born  ca  1762  Died  Nov.  11,  1823 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Margery,  who  departed  this  life  September  the  6th,  1847  in  the  77th 
year  of  her  age. 
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The  stone  for  Henry  Robison  has  been  destroyed.  Information  sup- 
plied by  John  H.  Robison,  Jr.,  One  NCNB  Plaza,  Charlotte,  indicates  that 
Henry  was  the  son  of  George  Robison,  1726-1785,  and  Ann  Chambers 
Robison,  1736-1821.  George  and  Ann  Robison  are  buried  at  Thyatira 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Henry  Robison  married  February  9,  1795,  in  Rowan  County,  Margery 
Andrew(s),  who  was  the  daughter  of  James  Andrew(s),  born  1733,  died 
November  11,  1796  and  Jane  Andrew(s),  born  1736,  died  September 
23,  1799.  Both  James  and  Jane  are  buried  at  Eaton's  Meeting  House, 
near  Cana,  in  present  day  Davie  County. 

The  Robison  Family  Bible  indicated  that  Henry  died  November  11, 
1823,  "on  Tuesday  night  about  7  o'clock";  Margery  "on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing about  7:30  o'clock." 

Henry  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  on  and  off  for  three  years.  He 
served  under  Gen.  Pickens,  was  in  the  Battle  of  Guilford,  served  a  tour  of 
duty  under  Gen.  Griffith  Rutherford,  was  discharged  September  28, 
1781. 

Unity  church  records  show  that  Henry  Robison  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Session  of  Unity  Church,  1788-1823.  Margery  and  Ann 
(Henry's  mother)  were  listed  as  charter  members. 


SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 
Robison,  Henry  Was  Born  Nov.  2,  1804  Died  Nov.  23,  1851 

Henry  Robison  (Jr.),  son  of  Henry  and  Margery  Andrew  Robison, 
married  Nancy  Culbertson,  March  28,  1842.  They  had  two  infants 
buried  at  Unity. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Robison,  Infant  Daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Robison 

Who  departed  this  life  May  13,  1845 


IN  MEMORY  OF 

Robison,  Infant  Son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Robison 

who  departed  this  life  June  the  24th,  1844 

The  stones  of  the  two  preceding  infants  have  been  embedded  in  con- 
crete and  the  dates  can  no  longer  be  read.  The  dates  here  were  taken 
from  the  Register  of  Deeds  list. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Robison,  James  who  departed  this  life  December  the  22nd,  1844 

Aged  46  yrs,  5  months  &  27  days. 
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James  Robison,  born  August  5,  1 798,  unmarried,  was  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Margery  Andrew  Robison.  (Date  of  birth  was  supplied  by  John 
Robison,  Charlotte.) 


Robison,  Margery  See  Henry  Robison. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Robison,  Nancy  who  departed  this  life  May  26th,  1845 

Wife  of  Henry  Robison  (Jr.) 
Aged  34  ys,  5  months,  and  11  days. 

Nancy  Culbertson,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Gillespie  Culbert- 
son,  married  Henry  Robison,  Jr. 


Runnion,  John  B.  Born  March  10,  1888  Died  Sept.  10,  1966 

(Masonic  Emblem) 

Runnion,  Mae  Hood         Born  July  31,  1895         Died  March  8,  1983 
Wife  of  John  B.  Runnion 

John  B.  Runnion,  born  in  Marshall,  North  Carolina,  the  son  of  T.  G.  and 
Nancy  Higgins  Runnion,  married  Mae  Hood  and  they  had  one  son,  Bill 
Runnion.  John  Runnion  was  employed  at  the  Woodleaf  Quarry. 


Russell,  Blanche  Juanona  Williams 

Born  March  4,  1929         Died  July  20,  1982 
(Wooden  cross  with  funeral  home  marker.  Age  53) 


S.,  E.  A. 
There  is  neither  name  nor  dates  on  this  stone. 


Segraves,  Samuel  B.  Born  Oct.  23,  1876  Died  Aug.  1,  1954 

Segraves,  Elizabeth  O.        Born  Dec.  14,  1879        Died  Feb.  1,  1960 
Wife  of  Samuel  B. 
Gone  But  Not  Forgotten. 

Samuel  B.  Segraves,  son  of  James  and  Cynthia  Colbis  Segraves,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Owens,  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Isenhour  Owens  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Frank,  Homer,  Ruth  (Whitlock),  and 
Ethel  Segraves. 
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Sedberry,  Ray  A.  Born  April  10,  1916  Died  April  18,  1977 

Ray  Almond  Sedberry,  son  of  John  Martin  and  Delia  Garris  Sedberry 
married  Doris  Dunn,  and  they  had  two  children,  Judith  (Zinter)  and 
Marty  Sedberry. 


Shaver,  A.  W.  Born  Feb.  2,  1840  Died  Jan.  20,  1919 

Robert  F.  Hoke  Chapter 
UDC-CSA 

Shaver,  Mary  J.  Born  Aug.  13,  1841  Died  Jan.  24,  1925 

Wife  of  A.  W.  Shaver 

Alvin  Washington  Shaver,  from  the  Brushy  Mountains  of  Alexander 
County,  married  Mary  Jane  Thomason,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret 
Marlin  Thomason,  October  3,  1871,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Willie  Frank,  Pliny,  Maggie  (Brown),  Fannie  (Thomas),  and  Lula 
(McKnight)  Shaver. 

Alvin  Washington  Shaver  served  in  Company  C,  49th  Regiment  of 
Confederate  States  Army.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  at  Point 
Lookout,  Maryland.  After  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  he  was  released 
on  June  20,  1865. 


Shaver,  Alvin  Pliny  Born  June  4,  1879  Died  March  30,  1925 


Shaver,  Katherine  Myers    Born  April  23,  1874    Died  Sept.  11,  1965 
Wife  of  Alvin  Pliny  Shaver 

Pliny  Shaver,  the  son  of  A.  W.  and  Mary  Jane  Thomason  Shaver,  mar- 
ried Katherine  Myers,  daughter  of  Benjamin  D.  and  Elizabeth  Michael 
Myers. 


Shaver,  George  G.  Born  July  15,  1907  Died  Jan.  7,  1910 

Son  of  W.  F.  &  M.  B.  Shaver 


Shaver,  Horace  Monroe        Born  June  10,  1903        Died  July  9,  1963 

Horace  Monroe  Shaver  was  the  son  of  Alvin  Pliny  and  Katherine 
Myers  Shaver. 


Shaver,  Infant  Born  Feb.  13,  1875  Died  March  28,  1875 

Dau.  of  A.  W.  &  M.  J.  Shaver 
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Shaver,  Infant  Born  June  15,  1872 

Son  of  A.  W.  &  M.  J.  Shaver 


Shaver,  Infant  Born  and  Died  March  16,  1911 

Son  of  W.  F.  &  M.  B.  Shaver 
Gone  so  soon. 

This  is  a  twin  of  Curtis  Shaver,  who  died  in  1977,  and  is  buried  at 
Rowan  Memorial  Park,  in  Franklin. 


Shaver,  James  Alvin  Born  Oct.  22,  1896  Died  Oct.  20,  1987 

James  Alvin  was  the  son  of  Willie  Frank  and  Mary  Bell  Holt  Shaver. 


Shaver,  Katherine  Myers  See  Alvin  Pliny  Shaver. 


Shaver,  Mary  Bell  Holt  See  Willie  Frank  Shaver. 


Shaver,  Mary  J.  See  A.  W  Shaver. 


Shaver,  Walter  F.  Born  Feb.  14,  1898  Died  July  11,  1975 

Walter  Fraley  Shaver  was  the  son  of  Willie  F.  and  Mary  Bell  Holt 
Shaver,  and  the  husband  of  Middie  Whitley  Shaver  of  Mocksville. 


Shaver,  Willie  Frank  Born  June  15,  1872  Died  Jan.  18,  1965 


Shaver,  Mary  Bell  Holt      Born  Feb.  1,  1875      Died  March  24,  1935 
Wife  of  Willie  Frank  Shaver 

Willie  Frank  Shaver,  son  of  Alvin  W.  and  Mary  Jane  Thomason  Shaver, 
married  Mary  Bell  Holt,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Mary  C.  Fraley  Holt, 
and  they  had  the  following  children:  James  Alvin,  Walter,  Frank,  Roy, 
Hallie  (Hall),  Lottie,  Curtis,  and  Everett,  and  George  Shaver. 


Steel,  Fany  A.  Steel  Died  August  the  20,  1844 

In  Her  30  year. 

Matthew  Locke  Steele  married  Fanny  Knox,  August  5,  1825.  Frances 
"Fanny"  Knox  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  K.  Knox,  Sr.,  a  Revolutionary 
War  soldier,  and  Katie  Wilson  Knox. 
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Steele,  Fannie  Born  Aug.  20,  1844  Died  March  26,  1926 

This  listing  is  shown  only  by  Mrs.  McCubbins.  No  marker  was  found  in 
1987. 


Steel,  Infant  of  R.  &  F.  Steel  No  Dates 


Steel,  Infant  of  R.  &  F.  Steel  No  Dates 


Steel,  Infant  of  R.  &  F.  Steel  No  Dates 


Swicegood,  Marvin  Eugene  Born  March  20,  1916  Died  May  28,  1917 
Son  of  L.  F.  and  M.  E.  Swicegood 

Sleep  on  sweet  babe  and  take  thy  rest. 
God  called  thee  home,  he  thought  it  best. 

Marvin  Eugene  Swicegood,  son  of  Lonie  and  Maud  Murphy  Swice- 
good of  Davie  County,  died  of  whooping  cough. 


Swink,  Everett  B.  Born  Oct.  27,  1892  Died  Nov.  13,  1957 

Well  done,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  .unto  the  least  of  these, 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 


Swink,  Rosanna  F.  Born  May  14,  1898  Died  Nov.  30,  1973 

Wife  of  Everett  B.  Swink 

By  love,  serve  one  another.  Galatians  5:13 

Everett  B.  Swink,  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Emma  Penninger  Swink, 
married  Rosanna  Fleming,  the  daughter  of  Nathan  Neely  and  Rosa  Wet- 
more  Fleming.  There  were  no  children. 


Teeter,  Carl  A.  Born  Aug.  28,  1909  Died  Feb.  25,  1968 

Carl  Alexander  Teeter,  son  and  Mark  A.  and  Annie  A.  Dulin  Teeter, 
married  Katrina  Harrison. 


Thomas,  Mary  C.  Died  Sept.  5,  1884 

A.  37  Y.  5  M. 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 
Thomas,  W.  F.  Died  July,  1863 

Aged  ??  years  8  mo. 

The  listing  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  show  Age  18  Years  8  Mo.  The 
stone  is  chipped  and  can  no  longer  be  read. 


Thomason,  Annie  Wetmore    Born  Feb.  2,  1917    Died  June  14,  1936 

Annie  Laura  Wetmore,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Bertha  Watson  Wet- 
more,  married  Leo  B.  Thomason,  and  they  had  one  son,  Ronald  Bernard 
Thomason. 


Thomason,  Ernest  Lewis  No  Dates 

Ernest  Lewis  Thomason  was  the  son  of  Rufus  M.  and  Lorena  Harrison 
Thomason.  Died  prior  to  November,  1941. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  AN 
Thomason,  Infant  who  departed  this  life  Aug.  18th,  1848 

Aged  24  days 
Daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Thomason 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Thomason,  James  Born  Jan.  9,  1811  Died  March  22,  1857 

Aged  46  yrs.,  2  mo.,  13  d's. 

Thomason,  Margaret  No  dates  shown 

(Wife  of  James  Thomason)  Died  after  1880. 

James  Thomason  married  Margaret  "Peggy"  Marlin,  June  8,  1830. 
Unity  Session  Records  show  that  she  died  Aug.  7,  1884.  A  stone  was  not 
found  in  1987. 


Thomason,  John  C.  Died  Aug.  11,  1867 

Aged  9  yrs.,  11  mo.,  13  d's. 

Safe  in  the  Arms  of  Jesus. 


Thomason,  John  M.  Born  May  1,  1880  Died  July  7,  1939 


HIS  WIFE 
Thomason,  Sarah  E.  Graham  Born  Feb.  17,  1882  Died  Nov.  12,  1942 
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John  M.  Thomason  married  Sarah  E.  Graham,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mollie  Thompson  Graham,  and  had  the  following  children:  James,  Myr- 
tle (Pope),  and  Lorena  Thomason. 


Thomason,  Lorena  See  Rufus  M.  Thomason. 


Thomason,  Margaret  See  James  Thomason. 


Thomason,  Margaret  Died  Feb.  7,  1840 

Age  65 

McCubbins  records  show  this  listing  as  being  in  the  Old  Unity  Ceme- 
tery. She  was  the  wife  of  William  Thomason  who  died  in  May,  1845, 
according  to  Unity  Session  Records. 


Thomason,  Ronald  B.  Born  Oct.  6,  1934  Died  Jan.  12,  1937 

Ronald  Bernard  Thomason  was  the  son  of  Leo  B.  and  Annie  Laura 
Wetmore  Thomason. 


Thomason,  Rufus  M.  Born  1845  Died  1906 

Thomason,  Lorena  Born  1863  Died  1902 

Wife  of  Rufus  M.  Thomason 

Rufus  Madison  Thomason,  born  February  27,  1844,  son  of  James  and 
Margaret  Marlin  Thomason,  married  Lorena  Harrison,  Jan.  9,  1879,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Sidney,  Annie,  Ernest,  Dewey,  Maggie, 
Addie,  and  Motts  Thomason. 

Rumple's  HISTORY  OF  ROWAN  COUNTY  shows  that  R.  M.  Thoma- 
son, Pvt.  served  in  Company  K,  57th  North  Carolina  Regiment  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army. 


Thomason,  Sarah  E.  Graham     See  John  M.  Thomason. 


Thompson,  Addie  E.        Born  Sept.  10,  1886        Died  Dec.  22,  1890 
Child  of  W.  R.  and  F  C.  Thompson 
Asleep  in  Jesus. 

William  Richard  Thompson  married  Frances  Catherine  Penninger, 
Dec.  27,  1876. 
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Thompson,  Bessie  Neel  Brown  See  J.  F.  Thompson. 


Thompson,  George  F.  Died  June  30,  1879 

Aged  25  y's,  1  m.,  11  days. 

George  Franklin  Thompson,  son  of  James  Long  and  Nancy  Hellard 
Thompson,  married  Laura  Ann  Barber,  Mar.  3,  1874.  There  were  no 
children  and  the  widow  married  Daniel  J.  Eaton. 


Thompson,  Harriett         Born  Nov.  30,  1838         Died  Sept.  17,  1922 
Aged  83  years. 

Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 

Harriet  Isabella  Lyerly,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Lyerly,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth 
Barber  Lyerly,  married  in  1856,  William  A.  Thompson,  son  of  John 
Noonan  and  Margaret  Knox  Thompson.  She  had  three  daughters,  Caro- 
lyn Isabell  (Benson),  Sarah  "Sallie"  (Jesse  Pinkney  Thomason)  and  Mary 
"Mollie"  (James  Knox  Graham)  Thompson. 

Rumple's  HISTORY  OF  ROWAN  COUNTY,  reports  that  William  Ar- 
thur Thompson  enlisted  in  Company  C,  49th  Regiment,  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  Army,  at  age  31.  He  was  wounded  at  Petersburg.  THE 
COWANS  OF  COUNTY  DOWN  states  that  he  was  killed  during  the 
Civil  War;  however,  Brawley  in  THE  ROWAN  STORY  reports  that  he 
received  a  pension. 


Thompson,  Howard  Elmore  Born  Nov.  18,  1913  Died  June  22,  1979 
U.S.  Army 

In  1945,  Howard  Elmore  Thompson,  son  of  Jesse  Hellard  and  Meekie 
Benson  Thompson,  married  Helen  Callison,  and  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: James  Walter,  Roger,  and  Margaret  Thompson. 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 
Thompson,  W.  R.  &  F.  C.  Thompson's  Born  Aug.  7,  1893 

Infant  Daughters  Died  Aug.  7  &  12,  1893 

Death  dates  were  taken  from  the  Register  of  Deeds  list.  This  stone  has 
been  broken  and  cemented  over  and  cannot  be  read.  Parents  are  William 
Richard  and  Frances  Catherine  Penninger  Thompson. 


Thompson,  J.  F.  Born  Sept.  22,  1881  Died  Sept.  30,  1932 


Thompson,  Bessie  Neel  Brown    Born  Dec.  23, 1883    Died  June  6,  1953 
Wife  of  J.  F.  Thompson 
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J.  Frank  Thompson,  son  of  T.  Locke  Thompson  and  Jennie  Purviance 
Thompson,  married  Virginia  Bessie  Neel  Brown,  daughter  of  Stanhope 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart  Brown,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Roy,  J.  Frank,  Jr.,  Virginia,  Elizabeth,  Bernice,  and  Hope  Thompson. 


FATHER 
Thompson,  J.  L.  Born  Sept.  12,  1830  Died  Oct.  24,  1908 

MOTHER 

Thompson,  Nancy  H.  Born  Jan.  6,  1831  Died  March  8,  1907 

Wife  of  J.  L.  Thompson 

James  Long  Thompson,  son  of  John  Noonan  and  Margaret  Scot  Knox 
Thompson,  married  Nancy  Hellard,  June  9,  1853.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  (first  name  not  known)  and  Mary  Hellard.  They  had  the  following 
children:  George  Franklin,  Thomas  Locke,  and  Laura  Virginia  "Jennie" 
(Mills)  Thompson. 

J.  L.  Thompson,  Private,  is  shown  by  Rumple  as  a  member  of  Company 
K,  57th  North  Carolina  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 


Thompson,  J.  Thomas       Born  Sept.  1,  1870       Died  March  19,  1949 


Thompson,  Nola  May  Lyerly  Born  Oct.  23,  1877  Died  Oct.  29,  1930 
Wife  of  J.  T.  Thompson 


Thompson,  Margaret  Elliott  Born  April  17,  1871  Died  March  8,  1957 
Wife  of  J.  T.  Thompson 

John  Thomas  Thompson,  son  of  Benjamin  Turner  Thompson  (1842- 
1907)  and  Nancy  Brandon  Pinkston  (1842-1891),  married  first  Nola 
May  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Daniel  A.  and  Margaret  Rice  Lyerly,  June  21, 
1899,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Margaret  (Sides),  Mary 
(Kyles),  Helen  (Lyerly),  Kathryn,  Lucille,  and  Alda  (Furches)  Thomp- 
son. He  married  second  Margaret  Elliott  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Upshaw  and 
Jane  Dancy  Elliott,  February  15,  1935. 


Thompson,  J.  Walter         Born  Feb.  14,  1884         Died  Nov.  26,  1947 

James  Walter  Thompson,  son  of  Thomas  Lock  and  Mary  Jane  Pur- 
viance Thompson,  never  married. 


Thompson,  Jennie  Purviance  See  T  Locke  Thompson. 

431 


Thompson,  Jesse  Hellard      Born  Dec.  23,  1886      Died  Nov.  6,  1918 
(Masonic  Emblem) 

Twas  hard  to  give  thee  up, 
But  thy  will,  O  God,  be  done. 

Thompson,  Meekie  Benson  Born  Sept.  21,  1888   Died  Jan.  19,  1979 
Wife  of  Jesse  Hellard  Thompson 

Jesse  Hellard,  son  of  T.  Locke  and  Jennie  Purviance  Thompson,  mar- 
ried Meekie  Benson,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Daisy  Ruth 
(m.  1st  Gobble;  2nd  Benson),  Katie  Blanche  (Ward),  Robert  Franklin, 
and  Howard,  and  Margaret  (Gray)  Thompson. 


Thompson,  John  C.  Died  Aug.  31,  1867 

Aged  9  Y's.  11  Mo.  13  D's. 

Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus. 

This  is  recorded  only  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  list.  No  stone  was  found 
in  1988. 


Thompson,  Kathryn  Born  May  20,  1910  Died  Jan.  8,  1935 

Kathryn  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  John  Thomas  and  Nola  May  Lyer- 
ly  Thompson,  never  married. 


Thompson,  Margaret  Elliott  (Lyerly)  See  J.  T.  Thompson. 


Thompson,  Maude  Lorena  Born  1863  Died  1902 

This  was  recorded  only  by  Mrs.  McCubbins.  A  stone  was  not  found  in 
1987. 


Thompson,  Meekie  Benson  See  Jesse  Hellard  Thompson. 


Thompson,  Nancy  H.  See  J.  L.  Thompson. 


Thompson,  Nola  May  Lyerly  See  J.  T.  Thompson. 


Thompson,  Robert  Franklin  Born  April  11,  1911   Died  Dec.  8,  1924 
Son  of  J.  H.  &  M.  Thompson 
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A  light  from  our  household  is  gone 
A  voice  we  loved  is  stilled 
A  place  is  vacant  in  our  hearts 
That  never  can  be  filled. 


Thompson,  T.  L.  Died  July  16,  1881 

Aged  44  yrs.,  11  mo.,  11  days. 

Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Jr.,  son  of  Thomas  Lock  (1810-1870's)  and 
Elizabeth  Harriet  Cowan  (b.  1813,  daughter  of  Isaac  Cowan,  buried  at 
Unity),  married  first  Mary  C.  Smith,  February  10,  1859.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Margaret  Ann  (m.  Shelton  Whitman),  John  Locke, 
Mary  Linda  (m.  Richard  Beck),  Thomas  Lee  (d.  Wichita,  Kansas),  Joseph 
Cowan,  and  Lydia  Jane  Thompson.  Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried second,  December  1880,  Jane  Barber,  and  they  had  one  son,  Wil- 
liam Arthur  Thompson. 


Thompson,  T.  Locke       Born  Aug.  27,  1857       Died  March  30,  1927 
(Masonic  Emblem) 

Thompson,  Jennie  Purviance 

Born  Aug.  11,  1858         Died  Nov.  12,  1932 

Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  son  of  James  Long  and  Nancy  Hellard 
Thompson,  married  Mary  Jane  Purviance,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Penninger  Purviance,  Dec.  14,  1876,  according  to  Rowan  marriage  re- 
cords. They  had  the  following  children:  Maggie  (Ross  Lyerly),  J.  Frank, 
James  Walter,  Jesse  Hellard,  Eulalia  (Kennerly),  and  Irene  (Harrison) 
Thompson. 


FATHER 

Thornton,  William  Born  Dec.  13,  1969  Died  Feb.  16,  1953 

MOTHER 

Thornton,  Margaret  W.       Born  Aug.  10,  1871       Died  Nov.  25,  1930 
Wife  of  William  Thornton 
Age  59  Years  15  Days  (On  Register  of  Deeds  list) 

William  Thornton,  born  in  Scotland,  married  Margaret  Wilson,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jean  Hamilton  Wilson,  also  of  Scotland.  He 
brought  his  family  to  America  in  stages  from  Airdrie,  Scotland.  The  last 
to  come  were  his  wife  and  youngest  son,  William  (age  16),  in  1921.  They 
first  settled  in  Faith,  N.C.,  but  later  moved  to  Woodleaf  where  William 
(Sr.)  was  a  stonecutter.  There  were  seven  children,  including  Tom,  Jean, 
Christine,  Nancy,  IvaBelle  Lee,  and  William  Thornton.  William  Jr.  set- 
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tied  in  Woodleaf  and  married  Margaret  Lyerly.  The  others  settled  in 
Wisconsin,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey. 


Todd     No  name  or  date  recorded. 

The  three  Todd  sisters,  daughters  of  John  B.  Todd,  who  are  said  to  be 
buried  in  Old  Unity  Cemetery  on  Potneck  Road  are:  Martha  Ann,  born 
November  26,  1830;  no  death  date;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  August  18, 
1833;  died  June  19,  1889;  and  Maria  Catherine,  born  August  21,  1836, 
no  death  date.  All  were  alive  in  1880. 


Towell,  John  S.  Born  April  11,  1849  Died  April  15,  1874 

Possibly,  John  S.  Towell  was  the  son  of  Robert  B.  and  Elizabeth  Innis 
Towell,  who  married  December  19,  1837. 


Trott,  Daniel  Born  Jan.  22,  1857  Died  May  8,  1875 

Son  of  W.  H.  and  S.  S.  Trott 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Trott,  James  Born  Jan.  19,  1801 

and  Dec'd  8th  of  Sept.,  1801 
The  promise  is  to  you  and  your  children. 

This  stone  has  been  broken  and  is  now  embedded  in  concrete.  The 
inscription  can  no  longer  be  read. 

James  Trott  was  the  son  of  James  and  Margaret  Trott  of  Ann  Arundel 
County,  Virginia. 


Trott,  John  H.,  Sergt. 

Son  of  S.  S.  and  E.  Trott  Died 
19  yrs.  1  mo.  12  d's. 

John  H.  Trott  was  son  of  Sabret  and  Elizabeth  Dent  Trott,  who  are 
buried  at  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church. 

This  grave  is  in  the  old  Unity  cemetery  on  Potneck  Road,  on  property 
now  owned  by  Eddie  and  Judy  Grissom. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  TROOPS  records  that  John  Henry  Trott, 
Private  was  in  Company  A,  42nd  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States 
Army.  He  "Enlisted  in  Rowan  County  on  January  27,  1862.  Transferred 
to  Captain  William  Howard's  Company,  N.C.  Prison  Guards,  on  or  about 
May  1,  1862."  He  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va. 

The  date  of  death  is  not  given. 
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Trott,  Mary  M.  Born  Aug.  26,  1801  Died  Mar.  25,  1838 

Wife  of  S.  S.  Trott 

Mary  M.  Kincaid  was  the  wife  of  S.  S.  Trott.  This  grave  was  listed  by 
Mrs.  McCubbins.  It  is  in  the  old  Unity  cemetery  on  Potneck  Road, 
presently  owned  by  Eddie  and  Judy  Grissom.  Only  a  stone  with  M.M.T. 
engraved  on  it  was  found  in  1987.  Perhaps  this  was  a  foot  marker. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Trott,  Nancy  Born  Feb.  9,  1812 

and  Dec'd  17th  of  March,  1818 
There  is  a  time  to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die. 

The  inscription  was  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  list,  but  cannot 
now  be  seen  as  the  stone  has  been  broken. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Trott,  Peggy  D.  who  was  Born  Oct.  7,  1798 

And  Deceased  28th  of  Dec.  1801 
Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid 
them  not  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 


Trott,  Willis  H.  Born  May,  1818  Died  April,  1863 

Willis  H.  Trott  married  Sarah  S.  Thompson,  Jan.  18,  1855.  They  were 
the  parents  of  Sarah  Ann  Trott,  who  married  N.  M.  Graham. 

Rumple  shows  that  Willis  Trott  died  while  serving  in  Company  K,  57th 
North  Carolina  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
Turner,  Sophiah  B. 

who  departed  this  life  March  the  30th,  1845 
Aged  26  years,  3  months,  14  days. 


Ward,  Infant  No  dates  recorded 

Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W  Ward 

Ward,  J.  Waldo  Born  Nov.  10,  1905 

Ward,  Blanche  Thompson       Born  June  8,  1909       Died  Jan.  2,  1928 
Wife  of  J.  Waldo  Ward 

Waldo  Ward,  married  February  2,  1927,  Katie  Blanch  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Jesse  Hellard  and  Meekie  Benson  Thompson. 
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Watson,  Evelyn  Kluttz         Born  Oct.  1,  1897         Died  Apr.  29,  1988 

Mary  Evelyn  Kluttz,  daughter  of  Luther  C.  and  Nancy  Gullett  Kluttz, 
married  first  D.  Allen  Isenhour  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Estelle  Isen- 
hour,  who  married  Dr.  Joseph  Wilkerson  and  they  were  missionaries  to 
Taiwan.  After  the  death  of  Allen,  she  married  Arthur  William  Watson, 
son  of  William  F.  and  Emma  Mills  Watson,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Rebecca  (Harold  Etheridge)  and  Donald  Watson.  (Stone  not  erected  at 
press  time). 


Watson,  James  Born  Feb.  23,  1809  Died  June  4,  1894 

Watson,  Mary  Died  March  12,  1884 

Aged  64  y's.,  1  mo.,  27  d's. 

James  Watson  married  Mary  Gray,  daughter  of  William  and  Sara  Gray. 


Watson,  Richard  A.  Died  May  26,  1860 

Aged  1  yr.  11  mo.  14  d's. 

Richard  Andrew  Watson  was  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  Watson. 


Watson,  Richard  H.  Died  June  30,  1857 

Ag'd  3  y's,  9  m's,  20  d's. 
Son  of  Jas.  &  Mary  Watson 


Watson,  Robert  A.  Died  July  3,  1857 

Ag'd  1  yr.  7  m's.,  23  d's. 
Son  of  Jas.  &  Mary  Watson 


Watson,  Susan  M.  Born  June  11,  1948  Died  June  14,  1948 

Susan  M.  Watson  was  the  daughter  of  Fitzhugh  L.  "Dick"  and  Linda 
Watson  of  Woodleaf,  and  a  twin  of  their  son  Bill  Watson  of  New  Orleans. 


Webb,  Ethel  L.  Born  May  10,  1917  Died  Nov.  12,  1918 

Dau.  of  M.  L.  &  Mary  Webb 


Webb,  Frances  May  Born  Aug.  6,  1928  Died  March  3,  1938 

Dau.  of  M.  L.  &  Mary  Webb 
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Webb,  Matt  Lee  Born  May  2,  1882  Died  Oct.  17,  1965 


Webb,  Mary  A.  Born  May  25,  1889  Died  July  15,  1976 

Wife  of  Matt  Lee  Webb 

Matt  Lee  Webb,  son  of  Alexander  Webb,  married  Mary  A.  Lyerly, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Augusta  Barringer  Lyerly.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Edith  (Kirby),  Margaret  (Bandik),  Doris  (Becals),  Betty  (Mill- 
er), Thomas,  Isaac,  William,  and  Robert  Franklin  Webb. 


Wetmore,  Alonzo  H.       Born  March  27,  1886       Died  May  26,  1887 
Son  of  S.  H.  &  M.  D.  Wetmore 
Gone  but  not  forgotten 


Wetmore,  Annie  E.  Born  Sept.  14,  1899  Died  Nov.  1,  1899 

Dau.  of  S.  H.  &  M.  D.  Wetmore 
Gone  but  not  forgotten. 


Wetmore,  Bertha  W.  See  John  H.  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  C.  Harold,  Sr.      Born  Aug.  31,  1903      Died  July  20,  1962 


HIS  WIFE 
Wetmore,  Mary  Lloyd  Lee  Born  Aug.  10,  1903 

Charles  Harold  Wetmore,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart  Wetmore, 
married  Mary  Lee,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  and  Sarah  MacDonald  Lee, 
and  they  had  two  sons:  Charles  Harold,  Jr.,  and  Milton  L.  Wetmore. 

Harold  Wetmore  was  a  ruling  elder,  Unity  Church,  1929-1936. 


Wetmore,  Ensign  Charles  H.,  Jr.  Born  July  31,  1924  Died  June  10,  1944 
He  gave  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  a  plane  crash,  Rodd 
Field,  Corpus  Christie,  Texas. 


ENSIGN  CHARLES  H.  WETMORE,  JR. 

From  THE  SALISBURY  POST:  Charles  H.  Wetmore,  Jr.,  who  crashed 
to  his  death  on  a  routine  training  flight  the  morning  of  the  day  he  was  to 
have  graduated  from  his  course  as  a  naval  aviation  cadet,  has  been 
posthumously  awarded  his  commission  as  an  ensign  in  the  U.S.  naval 
reserve.  .  .  . 
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Ensign  Wetmore,  age  19,  son  of  Harold  and  Mary  Lee  Wetmore,  a 
graduate  of  Woodleaf  High  School  and  a  student  at  Lees-McRae  Junior 
College,  was  one  of  four  passengers  in  the  plane,  which  collided  with 
another  in  midair.  All  four  were  killed.  They  were  to  have  participated  in 
graduation  ceremonies  several  hours  later. 


Wetmore,  Clarence  Heber       Born  Dec.  17,  1901 

Wetmore,  Leitha  Peeler       Born  Dec.  11,  1907       Died  Oct.  3,  1987 

Leitha  Peeler,  daughter  of  George  David  and  Carrie  Miller  Peeler, 
married  Clarence  Heber  Wetmore,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart 
Wetmore,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Norma  Jean  (Dameron), 
Mary  Ann  (Means),  Samuel,  Carolyn  (1st  Lefler,  2nd  Agner,  3rd  Smith), 
Janie  (Bowers),  and  Lynn  (Shumaker)  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Edwin  Hall         Born  Dec.  15,  1916         Died  Feb.  8,  1974 
Do  justly,  love  mercy;  Walk  Humbly  with  God. 

EDWIN  HALL  WETMORE 

Edwin  Hall  Wetmore,  son  of  William  Hall  and  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Bailey  Wetmore,  was  a  ruling  elder,  Unity  Church,  1960-1966.  A  gradu- 
ate of  Lees-McRae  College,  and  N.C.  State  University,  and  a  veteran  of 
World  War  II,  he  was  married  to  Dorothy  Offutt  of  Tyler,  Texas,  and  they 
had  three  sons:  Warren,  Jerry,  and  Roger  Wetmore. 

An  employee  of  the  Salisbury  VA  Hospital,  Edwin  Wetmore  was  bru- 
tally murdered,  his  body  mutilated,  and  his  head  severed  from  his  body, 
and  placed  in  a  pick-up  truck  and  abandoned.  He  was  reported  missing 
on  Saturday,  February  9,  and  the  body  not  found  until  Monday,  February 
11. 

Investigations  led  to  the  indictment  of  Roger  Lawrence  Wetmore  for 
the  murder  of  his  father.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Wetmore  was  charged  with  acces- 
sory after  the  fact  of  murder.  After  a  lengthy  trial  in  Rowan  County 
Superior  Court,  Roger  Wetmore,  age  18,  was  found  guilty  of  first  degree 
murder,  on  August  1,  1974.  He  was  condemned  to  die  in  the  state's  gas 
chamber.  His  sentence  was  later  changed  to  a  life  sentence.  A  "nol  pros 
with  leave"  was  granted  in  the  case  against  Mrs.  Dorothy  Wetmore.  She 
was  committed  to  a  state  mental  institution  for  an  indefinite  period.  She 
now  resides  in  Texas. 


Wetmore,  Emma  Beulah       Born  Nov.  10,  1875       Died  May  6,  1910 
Wife  of  T  B.  Wetmore 

Forever  with  the  Lord 
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Theophilus  Broadfoot  Wetmore,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  George  Badger  and 
Rosa  Troy  Hall  Wetmore,  married  first,  Emma  B.  Douglas,  Nov.  20, 
1895.  He  then  married  Mildred  Phelps  and  lived  in  the  Harmony  com- 
munity of  Iredell  County. 


Wetmore,  Inez  Britton  See  Thomas  Hugh  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Pfc.  James  B.       Born  Jan.  14,  1926      Died  Dec.  16,  1944 


PFC.  JAMES  B.  WETMORE 

A  graduate  of  Woodleaf  High  School,  a  student  at  N.C.  State  College,  a 
member  of  the  78th  division  and  the  first  army,  Pfc.  James  Badger 
Wetmore  was  killed  in  action  in  Germany,  during  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge, 
World  War  II.  Originally  buried  in  Europe,  his  body  was  returned  home 
after  the  war's  end.  He  was  a  son  of  John  H.  Wetmore  and  Bertha  Watson 
Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Janie  Spivey  See  Rose  Huske  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  John  H.  Born  Sept.  10,  1889  Died  Sept.  25,  1928 


Wetmore,  Bertha  W.        Born  April  23,  1890        Died  Sept.  11,  1978 

John  Harrington  Wetmore,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart  Wet- 
more, married  Bertha  Watson,  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Emma  Mills 
Watson,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Watson,  Mary  Emma  (m. 
Frank  Lyerly),  William  Annie  (Thomason),  Paul,  Pauline  (m.  Herman 
Arey),  and  James  B.  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  John  Watson       Born  Dec.  5,  1909        Died  June  21,  1984 


Wetmore,  Ruth  Moore        Born  Aug.  6,  1910        Died  Nov.  17,  1985 
Wife  of  John  W.  Wetmore 

John  Watson  Wetmore,  son  of  John  H.  and  Bertha  Watson  Wetmore, 
married  Ruth  Moore,  daughter  of  James  Samuel  and  Mary  Belle  Pope 
Moore,  and  were  the  parents  of  Norma  (Goodson)  Wetmore. 
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Wetmore,  Joseph  H.         Born  June  26,  1898         Died  Aug.  13,  1898 
Son  of  S.  H.  &  M.  D.  Wetmore 
Gone  but  not  forgotten. 


Wetmore,  Kenneth  H.         Born  May  1,  1905         Died  Oct.  23,  1905 
Son  of  S.  H.  &  M.  D.  Wetmore 


Wetmore,  Leitha  Peeler  See  Clarence  Heber  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Bailey  See  William  Hall  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Margie  Canupp  See  Milton  Lloyd  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Mary  Lloyd  Lee  See  C.  Harold  Wetmore,  Sr. 


Wetmore,  Milton  Lloyd      Born  April  8,  1927      Died  April  29,  1975 


Wetmore,  Margie  Canupp        Born  Dec.  13,  1927 
Wife  of  Milton  Lloyd  Wetmore 

Milton  Wetmore,  son  of  C.  Harold  and  Mary  Lee  Wetmore,  married 
Margie  Canupp,  and  had  the  following  children:  Charles  "Chuck",  Su- 
san, Cindy,  and  Eva  Jane  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  "Mollie"  Mary  Hart  See  Samuel  Hinsdale  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Rose  Huske         Born  Jan.  7,  1895         Died  Oct.  18,  1951 
To  live  is  Christ,  to  die  is  gain. 

Wetmore,  Janie  Spivey  Born  Dec.  19,  1900 

Wife  of  Rose  Huske  Wetmore 

Rose  Huske  Wetmore  was  the  son  of  Samuel  H.  Wetmore  and  Mollie 
Hart  Wetmore.  He  had  no  children. 


Wetmore,  Ruth  Moore  See  John  W.  Wetmore. 
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Wetmore,  Samuel  Hinsdale,  Sr.   Born  July  14,  1858  Died  Feb.  15, 1945 


Wetmore,  "Mollie"  Mary  Hart  Born  March  15,  1858  Died  May  6,  1953 
Wife  of  Samuel  Hinsdale  Wetmore,  Sr. 
I  have  fought  a  good  fight 
I  have  finished  my  course 
I  have  kept  the  faith. 

Son  of  Rev.  Dr.  George  B.  Wetmore,  Episcopal  minister,  and  his  wife 
Rosa  Troy  Hall  Wetmore,  Samuel  Hinsdale  Wetmore  married,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1878,  Mary  "Mollie"  Delilah  Hart,  daughter  of  Andrew  Alonzo 
and  America  Lyerly  Hart.  In  addition  to  several  infants,  they  had  the 
following  children:  William  Hall  (m.  Elizabeth  Bailey),  Samuel  H.  (m. 
Irene  Shuping),  Troy  (m.  Harlan  Gillean),  Mary  (m.  Oscar  Nesbit),  John 
H.  (m.  Bertha  Watson),  Sallie  (m.  Wm.  P.  Moore),  Janie  (m.  Guy  Ether- 
idge),  Rose  Huske  (m.  Janie  Spivey),  Thomas  Hubert  (m.  Mary  Curlee), 
Eva  Mae  (m.  1st  Ed  Brincefield,  2nd  Charles  James  Dickens,  3rd  Fred 
Koontz),  Clarence  Heber  (m.  Leitha  Peeler),  and  Charles  Harold  (m. 
Mary  Lee)  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Thomas  Hugh  Born  March  20,  1914  Died  March  10,  1985 


Wetmore,  Inez  Britton  Born  July  13,  1912 

Wife  of  Thomas  Hugh  Wetmore 

Thomas  Hugh  Wetmore,  son  of  William  and  Margaret  Elizabeth  Bailey 
Wetmore,  married  Inez  Britton,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Eva  Britton,  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Thomas  H.,  Jr.,  and  Richard  Stanley 
Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  Wayne  Douglas     Born  Nov.  20,  1900     Died  Jan.  21,  1919 

Wayne  Douglas  Wetmore  was  the  son  of  Theophilus  B.  and  Emma 
Douglas  Wetmore. 


Wetmore,  William  Hall      Born  Aug.  11,  1879      Died  Aug.  26,  1969 


HIS  WIFE 

Wetmore,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Bailey  Born  March  29,  1880 


Wife  of  William  Hall  Wetmore 


Died  April  2,  1947 
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William  Hall  Wetmore,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mollie  Hart  Wetmore, 
married  1st  Margaret  Elizabeth  Bailey,  daughter  of  Radford  B.  and  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Thomason  Bailey,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Margie 
(Kluttz),  Spencer,  Thomas,  Edwin,  and  Elizabeth  (Kluttz)  Wetmore.  His 
second  wife  was  Mrs.  Kate  Thompson. 


Wharton,  Cora  Lowe        Born  Feb.  14,  1866         Died  Oct.  23,  1929 

Born  in  New  Market,  Maryland,  Cora  Lowe,  daughter  of  John  Lowe, 
married  W.  A.  Wharton.  At  the  time  of  her  death,  she  was  living  in 
Woodleaf  with  her  son,  Walter,  who  was  manager  of  the  commissary  at 
the  Woodleaf  Quarry. 


FATHER 
White,  Lon  Born  Dec.  14,  1880  Died  Sept.  9,  1939 

MOTHER 
White,  Dora  B.  Born  Sept.  8,  1881  Died  June  14,  1951 

Wife  of  Lon  White 

Lon  White,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  married  Dora  Bell  White, 
daughter  of  C.  C.  and  Mary  Gilbert,  of  Madison  County.  They  had  one 
son  Ralph  James  White. 


White,  Ralph  Born  April  30,  1936  Died  May  7,  1936 

Son  of  R.  J.  &  A.  L.  White 

Ralph  White  was  the  son  of  Ralph  James  and  Ann  White. 


White,  Sarah  L.  Born  Dec.  1827  Died  March  30,  1903 

Aged  71  y's.  3  m's. 


Whitlock,  Luther  F.         Born  Feb.  13,  1908         Died  Dec.  14,  1948 

Luther  F.  Whitlock,  a  native  of  Davie  County,  married  Ruth  Segraves, 
daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Elizabeth  Owens  Segraves,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Patsy  Ruth,  Joe,  and  Joy  Whitlock. 


Wilhelm,  John  A.  Born  Nov.  8,  1854  Died  Oct.  4,  1930 

Wilhelm,  Julia  A.  Thompson    Born  Jan.  17,  1862    Died  Nov.  5,  1929 
Wife  of  John  A.  Wilhelm 

John  Alexander  Wilhelm,  son  of  Lewis  and  Marie  Fiber  Wilhelm, 
married  Julia  Ann  Thompson,  daughter  of  Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Sr., 
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and  his  second  wife,  Jane  Phillis  Elliott  Thompson,  December  4,  1877. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Laura,  Tom,  Clyde,  Ralph,  Carl,  John, 
White,  and  Robert  Wilhelm. 


Wilhelm,  Lizzie  M.  Born  July  14,  1890  Died  Jan.  11,  1894 

Dau.  of  J.  A.  and  J.  A.  Wilhelm 


Wilkerson,  Donald  Joseph     Born  Nov.  24,  1955     Died  Oct.  4,  1977 

A  son  of  Dr.  Joe  Wilkerson  and  Estelle  Isenhour  Wilkerson,  medical 
missionaries  to  Taiwan,  Donald  was  killed  in  a  train  accident  in  Wheaton, 
Illinois.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Wheaton  College.  His  name  is  engraved  on 
his  tombstone  in  Chinese  characters. 


Williams,  Brice  O.  Born  Mar.  8,  1927  Died  Nov.  29,  1930 

Son  of  C.  C.  &  M.  O.  Williams 

A  little  time  on  earth  he  spent 
God  for  him  his  angel  sent. 


Williams,  Christie  C.         Born  Oct.  10,  1888         Died  Aug.  27,  1939 


HIS  WIFE 
Williams,  Minnie  O.  Atwell  Born  Aug.  18,  1890  Died  Dec.  23,  1986 
Wife  of  Christie  C.  Williams 
At  Rest 

Christie  C.  Williams,  son  of  Robert  Archie  and  Lousellia  Lackey  Wil- 
liams, married  Minnie  Atwell,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Betty  Cook  Atwell 
of  Iredell  County,  and  they  had  the  following  children:  Leonard,  Marga- 
ret (m.  Roland  Wagner),  Paul  (lives  Somersett,  Kentucky),  Lois  (m.  Wil- 
liams), Elsie  (m.  Blume),  Brice  O.,  and  Christie  C.  Williams,  Jr. 


Williams,  Neal  Born  Nov.  25,  1909  Died  Nov.  5,  1968 

Cornelius  Neal  Williams,  son  of  A.  A.  and  Ina  Morrison  Williams, 
married  Miriam  Lyerly,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Beulah  Correll  Lyerly. 
They  had  two  daughters:  Juanita  (m.  Robert  Wyne)  and  Edith  (m.  E.E. 
Martin)  Williams. 


Wilson,  Flake  Edgar         Born  Sept.  25,  1935         Died  May  20,  1986 
Son  of  James  E.  and  Hazel  C.  Wilson. 
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Flake  Wilson  married  Janette  Barkley,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Dwayne,  Chad,  Crystal  and  Marlin  Wilson. 


Wilson,  James  Edmon  Born  June  28,  1907 


Wilson,  Hazel  Correll         Born  July  26,  1910         Died  Jan.  29,  1969 
Wife  of  James  Edmon  Wilson 
Married  Nov.  28,  1934 

James  Edmon  Wilson,  son  of  Walter  Jackson  and  Columbia  York  Wil- 
son, married  Hazel  Correll,  daughter  of  Franklin  E.  and  Josie  B.  Gillean 
Correll  and  had  the  following  children:  Flake  and  Colleen  (Belk)  Wilson. 


TO  MY  HUSBAND 
Winecoff,  Daniel  Born  Aug.  8,  1816  Died  March  10,  1 

Aged  72  years 
Asleep  in  Jesus 


Winecoff,  Mary  L.  Died  June  22,  1880 

Wife  of  Daniel  Winecoff 
Aged  57  years. 

The  1850  Rowan  County  census  shows  the  following  children  in  the 
household  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Winecoff:  Matilda,  Charles,  John,  and 
Harvey  Winecoff.  (Sarah  and  George  Winecoff,  also  listed,  appear  to  be 
the  wife  and  son  of  Harvey.) 


Wright,  Mary  C.  Powlas         Born  Nov.  27,  1825         Died  June,  1903 

John  M.  Wright  married  Mary  Catherine  "Polly"  Powlas,  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Mary  Dillow  Powlas,  Jan.  11,  1841.  They  had  no  children. 


Young,  Bobby  Gray  Jan.  26,  1935 

Infant  son  of  G.  F.  and  Louise  Young 

A  little  Rosebud  to  Bloom  in  Heaven. 

Bobby  Gray  Young  was  the  grandson  of  John  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Penninger  Dowell. 

There  is  one  broken  stone  with  only  the  date,  June  8,  1889,  remain- 
ing. 
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ADDITIONAL  NAMES  OF  PERSONS 
WHO  MAY  BE  BURIED  AT  UNITY  CEMETERY 

From  membership  rolls,  sessions  records,  and/or  conversations  with 
family  members. 

Bettie  Benson,  died  July  7,  1890 

John  B.  Benson  (b.  1829,  son  of  Spencer  and  Nancy  Benson) 

Sallie  Benson,  died  Jan.  28,  1881 

Elizabeth  Burris 

Joseph  T.  Burris 

Sarah  E.  Cole,  died  May  26,  1898 

Sarah  Correll,  died  Aug.  1883 

Mary  Cowan 

Bathsheba  Dickson 

Clemeth  B.  Dickson,  Jan.  3,  1844 

Joseph  T.  Dickson,  August  13,  1839 

Michael  B.  Dickson,  died  1895 

Jane  A.  Erwin,  deceased  1899 

Lemuel  Elliott,  February  25,  1844 

Mrs.  Polly  Elliott,  Dec.  1846 

(probably  Mary  Dent,  wife  of  Josiah  Elliott) 

Samuel  Elliott  (before  1874) 

Lester  Ervin 

Mary  E.  Gillean,  dates  not  shown,  (wife  of  Col.  Abraham  Gillean). 

Elizabeth  Glasscock  Mingus,  2nd  wife  of  J.  H.  Mingis 

Sophia  Graham 

John  W.  Gullett 

Thomas  L.  Gullett,  died  March  1884 

Elizabeth  Isenhour,  died  1906 
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Sarah  L.  Isenhour,  died  Oct.  21,  1890 

Mary  Isabella  Kluttz,  died  June  9,  1880 

Charlotte  Gullett  Lippard,  3rd  wife  of  JHA  Lippard,  date  not  shown  in 
Session  book. 

Mrs.  Lyerly,  wife  of  Andrew,  October  25,  1847 

Eliza  A.  (Holt)  Lyerly  died  Sept.  1888,  wife  of  Thomas  Spencer  Lyerly. 

Malinda  P.  Marlin,  September  12,  1839 

Penelope  Marlin 

Martha  Morrison,  died  Dec.  29,  1888 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Neely,  formerly  Fraley,  December,  1848 

Mrs.  Ann  Nolly,  March  17,  1850  (wife  of  James  B.  Nolly) 

Joseph  Owens,  June  22,  1854 

Mrs.  Eliza  Pence,  December  16,  1843 

Giles  Rainey,  died  May  12,  1879 

Jane  Rex  ) 

Margaret  Rex  )  Sisters  of  Matt  Rex,  not  married. 

Elizabeth  Rice,  May  1845 

Joseph  A.  Rice  (died  before  1902,  son  of  Edmund  and  Jane  Culbertson 
Rice) 

Margaret  Rice 

Sara  Rice,  born  Aug.  25,  1790,  died  June  26,  1885,  wife  of  Phillip  Rice, 
born  Thomason. 

Sarah  Lizzie  Rice,  died  July  6,  1941 

Miss  Ann  Robinson,  May  17,  1839 

Eliza  C.  Robinson,  died  1886 

James  William  Simpson,  August  4,  1837  — July  2,  1905.  This  death  was 
recorded  by  Rev.  F.  J.  Murcock,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal,  and  burial  at  Unity 
was  noted. 

Margaret  Tarrh,  died  April  1884 

Suzanna  Tarrh,  September  18,  1847,  (Probably  daughter  of  George  O. 
Tarrh) 
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James  Thomason 

Jesse  P.  Thomason,  died  April  3,  1889 

Margaret  Thomason,  wife  of  William  Thomason,  died  February  7,  1840 
(Session  Records)  Old  Cemetery  Potneek  Road 

Sarah  Jane  Thomason,  died  March  29,  1898 

William  Thomason,  Mary,  1845 

and  wife  Sarah  Jane  Gillean,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Martha  I.  Repult 

Gillean. 

Mrs.  Anna  Thompson,  September  1,  1852 

Elizabeth  Thompson,  May  1844 

Laura  B.  Thompson,  died  1911   (Laura  Ann  Barber,  wife  of  George 
Franklin  Thompson 

LydiaThompson  (1807-1840,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Cowan 
Thompson) 

Nancy  E.  Thompson,  died  June,  1877 

Nancy  E.  Smith  was  wife  of  Thomas  Locke  Thompson,  Jr. 

Providence  Thompson,  November  12,  1849 

William  Arthur  Thompson,  b.  1881;  died  Dec.  18,  1944 

and  his  wife  Ella  Mae  Harris  Thompson  (Reported  in  Cowan  Book) 

David  C.  Turner 

C.  J.  Webb 

John  S.  Whitman,  died  Dec.  21,  1893 

Priscilla  Williamson 
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INDEX  TO  DIAGRAM  OF  UNITY  CEMETERY 


Archie,  Abe  A.  459 
Archie,  Fannie  J.  Parks  458 
Armfield,  Alfred  Moses  225 
Armfield,  Ann  G.  226 
Armfield,  H.  B.  224 
Armfield,  Jonathan  207 
Armfield,  Sarah  J.  206 
Austen,  Bessie  Pearl  7 
Austen,  E.  Baxter  8 

Bailey,  Buddy  34 

Bailey,  Charlotte  Fraley  550 

Bailey,  Claudia  Irene  33 

Bailey,  Elizabeth  Kincaid  525 

Bailey,  Hugh  Marcellus  550 

Bailey,  Ira  T.  525 

Bailey,  Marguerite  Bain  526 

Bailey,  Martha  Fraley  527 

Bailey,  Radford  Burton  332 

Bailey,  Sarah  Elizabeth 

Thomason  332 
Bailey,  William  Douglas  526 
Barber,  Jane  E.  123 
Barber,  Lula  I.  147 
Barber,  Mary  L.  242 
Barber,  Samuel  Hobart  243 
Barber,  Willie  Lloyd  241 
Barger,  Laura  B.  272 
Barger,  Thomas  H.  272 
Benson,  Annie  E.  221 
Benson,  Cornelia  J.  222 
Benson,  G.  Sidney  541 
Benson,  Isabell  A.  96 
Benson,  Laura  W.  495 
Benson,  Lelia  F.  541 
Benson,  N.  E.  368 
Benson,  Nancy  B.  94 
Benson,  Nancy  C.  367 
Benson,  Robert  Stephen  223 
Benson,  S.  S.  368 
Benson,  Spencer  95 
Benson,  William  A.  495 
Boger,  Infant  511 
Bolick,  Elizabeth  Lyerly  399 
Bost,  John  Byerly  483 
Bost,  Evelyn  Baker  483 
Bost,  James  P.  463 
Bost,  Martin  Luther  462 
Bost,  Mary  Lee  Powlas  462 
Bowers,  Stephanie  Lee  517 
Boyd,  Infants  276 
Brindley,  Mildred  Washburn 

529 
Brown,  Bertie  E.  424 
Brown,  Bingham  R.  547 
Brown,  Charles  77 
Brown,  Fred  Blair  505 
Brown,  Helen  Troy  Gillean 

505 
Brown,  Infant  423,  427 
Brown,  L.  Roy  528 
Brown,  Margaret  S.  528 
Brown,  Mary  Elizabeth  Hart 

422 
Brown,  Rosa  Belle  Penninger 

426 
Brown,  Roy  Spencer  540 
Brown,  Samuel  W.  548 


Brown,  Stanhope  Judson  422 
Brown,  Thomas  S.  425 
Brown,  Woodfin  G.  546 
Burris,  Joseph  A.  248 

Cassady,  Kathleen 
McKinney  508 
Cheek,  Beth  Nesbit  338 
Cheek,  John  Maxie  339 
Cheek,  Mary  Frances  337 
Clampet,  Elizabeth  G.  260 
Clampet,  Thomas  E.  259 
Clampet,  William  B.  261 
Click,  Alma  S.  Kluttz  424 
Click,  D.  Edward  474 
Click,  Mav  Moore  513 
Click,  Oscar  S.  513 
Cole,  Clarence  Clyde  521 
Cole,  Marv  Fleming  521 
Correll,  Edgar  M.  369 
Correll,  Edna  Barnes  477 
Correll,  Eubert  Talton,  Sr.  497 
Correll,  Franklin  E.  480 
Correll,  Josie  B.  Gillean  480 
Correll,  Martha  I.  390 
Correll,  Nelson  Lee  477 
Correll,  Sadie  Sharpe  497 
Cowan,  Isaac  22 
Cowan,  John  27 
Cress,  Jessie  L.  271 
Culbertson,  B.  C.  153 
Culbertson,  Daniel  212 
Culbertson,  Daughter  152 
Culbertson,  Elizabeth  D.  329 
Culbertson,  Frances  Knox  301 
Culbertson,  Gillespie  148 
Culbertson,  J.  G.  213 
Culbertson,  James  G.  179 
Culbertson,  John  Knox  329 
Culbertson,  John  Steele  327 
Culbertson,  Linnie  Hart  329 
Culbertson,  Lydia  S.  21 1 
Culbertson,  Margaret  Bain 

327 
Culbertson,  Margaret  M.  150 
Culbertson,  Mary  Ann  97 
Culbertson,  Miriam  200 
Culbertson,  Richard  302 
Culbertson,  S.  S.  154 
Culbertson,  Samuel  Knox  98 
Culbertson,  Susan  S.  182 
Culbertson,  William  A.  149 
Culbertson,  William  H.  151 
Culbertson,  William  R.  328 

Davis,  Sarah  L.  300 
Deal,  Carl  Leonard  381 
Deal,  Charlie  A.  380 
Deal,  Georgia  Anna  379 
Deal,  Maggie  Hileman  380 
Deal,  Pearl  Carter  381 
Dent,  Jane  386 
Dent,  John  387 
Dickens,  Eva  Mae  Wetmore 

(Koontz)  357 
Dickens,  James  Ernest  357 
Dickson,  Margaret  52 
Dowell,  C.  C.  516 


Dowell,  Carrye  Elizabeth  515 
Dowell,  John  Rufus  418 
Dowell,  Mabel  Jane  417 
Dowell,  Sarah  Penninger  418 
Dunn,  Betsy  Ruth  487 
Dwiggins,  Arthur  Neely  193 
Dwiggins,  Delia  Ritchie  193 

Earnhart,  Thomas  F  140 
Eidson,  Clarence  O.  484 
Eidson,  Margaret  484 
Elliott,  Alice  Elizabeth 

Plummer  489 
Elliott,  Gilbert  Davis  499 
Elliott,  Samuel  Houston  489 
Enochs,  Lena  M.  363 
Enochs,  Okie  G.  363 
Ervin,  Addie  Belle  16 
Ervin,  Annie  314 
Ervin,  Lester  F  314 
Ervin,  Corp.  Earnest  M.  12 
Ervin,  Infant  17 
Ervin,  John  C.  13 
Ervin,  John  P.  15 
Ervin-Wise,  Lillie  B.  14 

Felker,  Clary  Jane  366 
Felker,  Lucy  366 
Felker,  William  365 
Felker,  William  W.  366 
File,  Alie  A.  81 
File,  Augustus  A.  99 
File,  Edward  P.  80 
File,  M.  Augusta  82 
File,  M.  Rosa  102 
File,  Margaret  Any  83 
File,  Martha  Ann  84 
File,  Mary  C.  Isenhour  325 
File,  Orrie  W.  326 
File,  Richard  A.  325 
File,  Sallie  Stroud  326 
File,  Sarah  101 
File,  Tobias  1 00 
Fleming,  Albert  Henderson 

552 
Fleming,  Bessie  Berfoot 

McKinney  344 
Fleming,  Eva  Nell  Shook  552 
Fleming,  George  Wetmore 

343 
Fleming,  Gwendolyn  "Jinks" 

Bailey  551 
Fleming,  Margaret  Krider  342 
Fleming,  Marv  Rosa  Wetmore 

344 
Fleming,  Nathan  Neely  344 
Fleming,  Robert  Hall  551 
Foster,  Aubrey  Edward  538 
Foster,  Dovie  R.  441 
Foster,  Edward  L.  471 
Foster,  Eunice  B.  538 
Foster,  Fannie  Phifer  353 
Foster,  Gladys  L.  472 
Foster,  Guss  D.  469 
Foster,  Jay  Scott  536 
Foster,  John  M.  219 
Foster,  Margaret  217 
Foster,  Martha  220 
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Foster,  Minnie  Lee  470 
Foster,  Ruth  E.  Branch  536 
Foster,  Sarah  L.  218 
Foster,  Theron  471 
Foster,  T.  Bernard  473 
Fraley,  Ashbel  S.  157 
Fraley,  Barbara  67 
Fralev,  C.  Bernard  186 
Fraley,  Desda  C.  Gillean  502 
Fraley,  Elias  72 
Fraley,  Elizabeth  66 
Fralev,  Henrv  93 
Fralev,  Dr.  J.  R.  160 
Fraley.  Jacob  L.  158 
Fralev,  Jane  E.  187 
Fraley,  Jas.  G.  185 
Fraley,  John  156 
Fralev,  John  Henrv  68 
Fraley,  John  S.  502 
Fraley,  Laura  J.  74 
Fralev,  Lucinda  C.  159 
Fraley,  M.  S.  162 
Fraley,  Mary  155 
Fraley,  Mary  J.  161 
Fraley,  Miles  J.  71 
Fraley,  Thomas  B.  189 
Fralev,  Two  Babies  69 
Fraley,  W.  R.  188 
Freeland,  Cvnthia  M.  Hart 

312 
Freeman,  James  M.  175 
Freeze,  B.  W.  446 
Freeze,  M.  A.  446 
Freeze,  Infant  282 

Gillean,  Ann  59 
Gillean,  C.  Harlan  504 
Gillean,  Callie  R.  Adkins  501 
Gillean,  Clarence  M.  501 
Gillean,  Elizabeth  50 
Gillean,  Elizabeth  Gheen  307 
Gillean,  H.  C,  49 
Gillean,  Infant  Daughter  251 
Gillean,  J,  H.  307 
Gillean,  Jesse  Franklin  233 
Gillean,  John  H.  58 
Gillean,  Kenneth  H.  519 
Gillean,  Martha  I.  234 
Gillean,  Thelma  L.  503 
Gillean,  Trov  Wetmore  504 
Gillean,  William  C.  235 
Glascock,  John  N.  1 12 
Gobble,  A.  Graham  533 
Godbey,  George  O.  57 
Godbey,  Hubert  56 
Godbey,  Infant  56 
Godbey,  James  B.  55 
Godbey,  James  Columbus  53 
Godbey,  Lydia  Catherine  54 
Goodnight,  Elizabeth  Lverlv 

346 
Graham,  Bettie  Elizabeth 

Knox  139 
Graham,  Eva  Ann  107 
Graham,  Hie  F.  141 
Graham,  Hie  M.  106 
Graham,  J.  C.  O.  90 
Graham,  Jacob  S.  138 
Graham,  James  C.  (K.)  397 
Graham,  Margaret  A.  109 


Graham,  Mary  C.  257 
Graham,  N.  M.  108 
Graham,  Nancy  A.  105 
Graham,  Sarah  Ann  Trott  109 
Graham,  Sarah  C.  109 
Graham,  William  Scott  1  10 
Gray,  Elizabeth  183 
Gray,  Isabella  184 
Gray,  Lydia  196 
Gray,  Margaret  181 
Grav,  Sarah  178 
Gray,  W.  177 
Guliett,  Andrew  J.  275 
Gullett,  Charles  J.  210 
Guliett,  John  H.  210 
Gullett,  Sarah  274 

H.,  G.  29 
Hall,  John  78 
Harrison,  Claude  413 
Harrison,  Infant  son  411 
Harrison,  Rosa  Brown  449 
Harrison,  S.  Irene  Thompson 

413 
Harrison,  W.  Glenn  412 
Harrison,  William  Baxter  449 
Hart,  A.  A.  198 
Hart,  America  197 
Hart,  Janie  199 
Hart,  Lee  M.  340 
Hart,  Mary  A.  194 
Hart,  Nannie  Lorena  340 
Hart,  S.  A.  D.  195 
Hart,  Samuel  A.  196 
Heathman,  Thomas  61 
Hellard,  Jesse  289 
Hix,  Lora  145 
Hix,  Thomas  F.  144 
Holt,  Infant  165 
Holt,  James  A.  163 
Holt,  James  Kerr  166 
Holt,  Lillie  Freeman  166 
Holt,  Mary  C.  164 
Hughes,  C.  A.  Ill 
Hurst,  Joseph  H.  467 
Hurst,  William  T  466 

Inness,  Elizabeth  23 
Innes,  Thomas,  Jr.  24 
Isenhour,  D.  Allen  452 
Isenhour,  Ella  L.  Peninger  453 
Isenhour,  William  F.  451 

Jones,  Floreine  Pendergrass 
544 

Keplev,  A.  B.  245 
Kepley,  M.  S.  244 
Kincaid,  Isabel  1 
Kincaid,  John  2 
Kluttz,  Luther  C.  450 
Kluttz,  Nancv  E.  450 
Kluttz,  Walter  B.  514 

Lawrence,  Isabel  215 
Lawrence,  Mary  216 
Lee,  Commander  Joseph  E. 

361 
Lee,  Joseph  E.,  M.D.  362 
Lee,  Sarah  Lee  MacDonald 

362 
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Lewis,  Daniel  18 
Lewis,  Patience  21 
Lewis,  Peter  19 
Lewis,  (cannot  read)  3 
Li nster,  Isaac  5 
Linster,  Sarah  M.  6 
Lippard,  Augusta  Powlas  495 
Lippard,  Charlotte  356 
Lippard,  Clinton  G.  354 
Lippard,  Elizabeth  A.  30 
Lippard,  Elizabeth  C.  385 
Lippard,  Emma  Louise  32 
Lippard,  Henry  G.  383 
Lippard,  Infant  355,  385 
Lippard,  J.  A.  475 
Lippard,  J.  H.  A.  356 
Lippard,  J.  Ralph  384 
Lippard,  Margaret  J.  31 
Lippard,  Sallie  P.  Locke  383 
Lucas,  Lois  Mav  485 
Lucas,  W.  M.  486 
Lyerly,  Agusta  310 
Lyerly,  Alice  I.  310 
Lyerly,  Annie  Lee  308 
Lyerly,  Beulah  Correll  406 
Lyerly,  Carrie  B.  280 
Lyerly,  Catherine  86 
Lyerly,  Charlie  Albert  378 
Lyerly,  Christopher  291 
Lyerly,  Cornelius  T  455 
Lverlv,  Corrina  Mav  Smith 

349 
Lyerly,  Daniel  A.  404 
Lyerly,  E.  A.  250 
Lyerly,  Edwin  C.  400 
Lyerly,  Effie  J.  443 
Lyerly,  Elizabeth  86 
Lyerly,  Elizabeth  Rice  403 
Lyerly,  Ester  Sides  190 
Lyerly,  Eubert  C.  506 
Lyerly,  Giles  51 
Lyerly,  Glenn  R.  401 
Lverly,  Infant  262,  281,  311, 

436 
Lyerly,  Isaac  65,  310 
Lyerly,  Jacob,  Jr.  89 
Lyerly,  Jacob,  Sr.  89 
Lyerly,  James  Thomas  532 
Lyerly,  James  W.  443 
Lverlv,  Jane  E.  28 
Lverlv,  John  28,  283 
Lyerly,  John  C.  25,  293 
Lyerly,  John  H.  310 
Lyerly,  Jonathan  284,  348 
Lyerly,  Julia  Cornelia  Jones 

.313 
Lyerly,  L.  Preston  402 
Lyerly,  Lillar  Barnes  378 
Lyerly,  Lydia  J.  278 
Lyerly,  Maggie  Thompson  436 
Lyerly,  Margaret  88,  286 
Lyerly,  Margurate  88 
Lverlv,  Mary  C.  263,  285 
Lverlv,  Mary  E.  28 
Lyerly,  Mary  G.  35 
Lyerly,  Mary  S.  28 
Lyerly,  Mary  Trexler  290 
Lyerly,  Maxine  Miller  455 
Lyerly,  Oren  250 
Lverlv,  Peter  70 


Lyerly,  Pinckney  M.  292 
Lyerly,  Rebecca  36 
Lyerly,  Ross  A.  436 
Lyerlv,  Rev.  S.  Badger  407 
Lyerly,  Sadie  G.  279 
Lyerly,  Sallie  309 
Lyerly,  Sarah  E.  26 
Lyerly,  Sarah  J.  347 
Lyerly,  Sylvia  Dolores  455 
Lyerly,  Thomas  S.  249 
Lyerly,  Walter  Lee  405 
Leyerlee,  Wiley  191 
Lyerlv,  William  Edward  313 
Lyerly,  William  C.  294 

Marlin,  Isabella  121 
Marlin,  Jane  118 
Marlin,  Jesse  1 19 
Marlin,  John  114,  117 
Marlin,  John  P.  124 
Marlin,  Margaret  L.  113 
Marlin,  Margret  A.  1 16 
Marlin,  Mary  120 
Marlin,  Samuel  122 
Marlin,  Sophia  115 
McBennett,  Roberta  Fleming 

518 
McCrary,  E.  D.  246 
McCrary,  Joseph  F.  247 
Mclntyre,  James  A.  464 
Mclntyre,  Jane  G.  228 
Mclntyre,  Lenora  Penninger 

454 
McKinney,  Fred  G.  507 
McKinney,  Margaret  Fleming 

507 
McNeill,  George  Gilbert  142 
McNeill,  Infant  146 
McNeill,  Warren  Kirkland  143 
Mingis,  Berry  Floyd  201 
Mingis,  Earnest  M.  297 
Mingis,  Elmore  203 
Mingis,  Hamilton  Baxter  202 
Mingis,  J.  H.  204 
Mingis,  Sarah  205 
Moore,  Boyce  Stevenson  520 
Moore,  Carmen  C.  522 
Moore,  Donnie  Gullett  500 
Moore,  James  S.  481 
Moore,  Mary  Belle  Pope  481 
Moore,  Mildred  Snider  523 
Moore,  Ralph  Neely  500 
Moose,  Curtis  V.  341 
Morgan,  Nannie  Goodman 

535 
Morgan,  Sidney  Holmes  535 
Morrison,  J.  L.  227 
Mowery,  Sarah  J.  315 
Murph,  Rachel  93 

Nesbit,  Elizabeth  Shepherd 

351 
Nesbit,  Ether  C.  266 
Nesbit,  Infant  267 
Nesbit,  Infant  267 
Nesbit,  Mary  Wetmore  334 
Nesbit,  Oscar  Talmage  335 
Nesbit,  Sammie  E.  B.  265 
Nesbit,  Susan  Calista  Lentz 

336 


Nesbit,  William  Wayne  352 
Nicholson,  Eugenia  Pressley 
410 


Owens, 

491 
Owens, 

494 
Owens, 
Owens, 
Owens, 
Owens, 
Owens, 

542 
Owens, 
Owens, 
Owens, 
Owens, 


Catherine  Elizabeth 

Ellen  Mariah  Isenhour 

Grace  Lippard  493 
Henry  C.  398 
James  494 
James  Elmer  492 
Margaret  May  Parks 

Margaret  Moose  341 
Mary  E.  299 
Walter  493 
Walter  Eugene  542 


Parks,  John  F.  459 
Parks,  Matilda  J.  WinecofiF  549 
Parks,  Ovid  J.  457 
Pendergrass,  Barbara  Hardin 

543 
Penninger,  Ada  M.  Miller  461 
Penninger,  Annie  E.  496 
Penninger,  Daniel  304 
Penninger,  Henderson  496 
Penninger,  Infant  231,  232, 

258 
Penninger,  J.  M.  C.  443 
Penninger,  Jane  Marlin  440 
Penninger,  Joel  Franklin  461 
Penninger,  Laura  306 
Penninger,  Lenora  Penninger 

Mclntyre  454 
Penninger,  Mary  C. 
Penninger,  Nelson  273 
Penninger,  Ruey  Ann  305 
Penninger,  Tirzah  S.  252 
Penninger,  William  Henry  454 
Penninger,  William  West  460 
Pennington,  Mary  Bailey  333 
Perrell,  D.  Columbus  350 
Perrell,  J.  Arthur  549 
Perrell,  S.  Elizabeth  Rice  350 
Perrell,  Vetra  S.  549 
Petree,  Ulela  Frances  Fennell 

255 
Phillips,  Jemima  Isabella  254 
Powlas,  Adam  42,  43 
Powlas,  Annie  G.  479 
Powlas,  Cloyce  478 
Powlas,  Cora  Belle  Thomason 

46 
Powlas,  Evelyn  H.  456 
Powlas,  George  Franklin  47 
Powlas,  Jesse  448 
Powlas,  John  H.  41 
Powlas,  John  Q.  A.  479 
Powlas,  Levi  372 
Powlas,  Lloyd  F.  456 
Powlas,  Margaret  40 
Powlas,  Margaret  A.  37 
Powlas,  Margaret  C.  373 
Powlas,  Margaret  Isabella  48 
Powlas,  Nancy  M.  39 
Powlas,  Rachel  44 
Powlas,  Sarah  E.  447 
Powlas,  Sarah  L.  38 


Powlas,  William  A.  277 
Powlas,  Zelia  478 
Purviance,  Eliz.  Ann  209 
Purviance,  John  Miller  208 

Ratledge,  George  W.  439 

Ratledge,  Florence  Rice  439 

Repult,  Ann  9 

Repult,  John  10 

Ripult,  Joshua  9 

Ripult,  Mary  Ann  1 1 

Rex,  Columbia  York  Wilson 

482 
Rex,  Mat  Lock  482 
Rice,  Allen  F.  103 
Rice,  Allen  G.  125 
Rice,  Charlotte  A.  408 
Rice,  Edmund  128 
Rice,  Elizabeth  A.  270 
Rice,  Elizabeth  Culbertson 

371 
Rice,  Elizabeth  H.  129 
Rice,  George  L.  269 
Rice,  Infant  126 
Rice,  Jane  127 
Rice,  Jesse  Haden  76 
Rice,  John  H.  371 
Rice,  Julia  F.  303 
Rice,  Lilly  438 
Rice,  Lucinda  75 
Rice,  Lydia  A.  268 
Rice,  Sallie  Elizabeth  Watson 

530 
Rice,  Samuel  60 
Rice,  Sarah  E.  103 
Rice,  William  F.  104 
Rice,  William  G.  270 
Rice,  William  Luther  530 
Ritchie,  Clara  E.  192 
Roberts,  Claude  Murray  534 
Robison,  Anna  136 
Robison,  George  135 
Robison,  Henry  130 
Robison,  Infant  131,  132 
Robison,  James  134 
Robison,  Margery  137 
Robison,  Nancy  133 
Runnion,  John  B.  531 
Runnion,  Mae  Hood  531 
Russell,  Blanche  Juanona 

Williams  364 
Segraves,  Elizabeth  O.  512 
Segraves,  Samuel  B.  512 
Sedberry,  Ray  A.  537 
Shaver,  A.  W.  388 
Shaver,  Alvin  Pliny  391 
Shaver,  George  G.  320 
Shaver,  Horace  Monroe  390 
Shaver,  Infant  167,  168,  321 
Shaver,  James  Alvin  319 
Shaver,  Katherine  Myers  391 
Shaver,  Mary  Bell  Holt  322 
Shaver,  Mary  J.  389 
Shaver,  Walter  F.  510 
Shaver,  Willie  Frank  322 
Steel,  Fany  A.  4 
Steele,  Fannie  4 
Steel,  Infant  4 
Swicegood,  Marvin  Eugene 

488 
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Swink,  Everett  B.  345 
Swink,  Rosanna  F.  345 

Teeter,  Carl  A.  4 1 4 
Thomas,  Marv  C. 
Thomas,  W.  F.  236 
Thomason,  Annie  Wetmore 

375 
Thomason,  Ernest  Lewis  324 
Thomason,  Infant  170 
Thomason,  James  169 
Thomason,  John  C.  258 
Thomason,  John  M.  382 
Thomason,  Lorena  323 
Thomason,  Margaret  169 
Thomason,  Ronald  B.  396 
Thomason,  Rufus  M.  323 
Thomason,  Sarah  E.  Graham 

382 
Thompson,  Addie  E.  230 
Thompson,  Bessie  Neel  Browi 

409 
Thompson,  George  F.  287 
Thompson,  Harriet  398 
Thompson,  Howard  Elmore 

434 
Thompson,  Infant  229 
Thompson,  J.  F.  409 
Thompson,  J.  L.  288 
Thompson,  J.  Thomas  415 
Thompson,  J.  Walter  437 
Thompson,  Jennie  Purviance 

433 
Thompson,  Jesse  Hellard  431 
Thompson,  Kathryn  416 
Thompson,  Margaret  Elliott 

415 
Thompson,  Meekie  Benson 

430 
Thompson,  Nancy  H.  288 
Thompson,  Nola  Mav  Lyerly 

415 
Thompson,  Robert  Franklin 

432 


Thompson,  T  L.  264 
Thompson,  T  Locke  433 
Thornton,  Margaret  W.  377 
Thornton,  William  377 
Towell,  John  S.  180 
Trott,  Daniel  S.  92 
Trott,  James  64 
Trott,  John  H.  (Potneck) 
Trott,  Mary  M.  (Potneck) 
Trott,  Nancy  62 
Trott,  Peggv  D.  63 
Trott,  Willis  H.  91 
Turner,  Sophiah  B.  79 

Ward,  Blanche  Thompson  435 
Ward,  Infant  435 
Ward,  J.  Waldo  435 
Watson,  Evelyn  Kluttz  554 
Watson,  James  214 
Watson,  Mary  171 
Watson,  Richard  A.  172 
Watson,  Richard  H.  174 
Watson,  Robert  A.  173 
Watson,  Susan  M.  524 
Webb,  Ethel  L.  318 
Webb,  Frances  May  317 
Webb,  Matt  Lee  316 
Webb,  Mary  A.  316 
Wetmore,  Alonzo  H.  240 
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BICENTENNIAL  ADDRESS 

(Delivered  At  The  Bicentennial  Homecoming) 

July  17,  1988  —  2:30  pm 

by  Dr.  David  L.  Henry,  Pastor 

A  VIEW  TO  THE  FUTURE:  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  OUR  THIRD  CENTURY 

The  great  prophet  of  God,  Isaiah,  stood  before  the  people  and  said,  "hearken 
to  me,  you  who  pursue  deliverance,  you  who  seek  the  Lord;  look  to  the  rock 
from  which  you  were  hewn,  and  to  the  quarry  from  which  you  were  digged." 
The  writer  of  Hebrews  reminded  us  that  that  "rock",  Jesus  Christ,  "is  the  same 
yesterday,  today,  and  forever." 

We  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  this  weekend  reflecting  upon  our  past  — 
our  yesterdays  —  as  indeed  we  should.  Some  wonder  about  the  merits  of 
studying  history  —  for  what  useful  purpose  does  it  serve?  George  Orwell  said 
that  "he  who  controls  the  past  controls  the  present  and  he  who  controls  the 
present  controls  the  future."  And  George  Santayana  is  given  credit  for  in- 
structing us  that  "those  who  ignore  the  past  are  condemned  to  repeat  it". 

We  have  much  to  learn  from  the  past  —  our  yesterdays  —  which  were 
guided  by  the  rock  of  Jesus  Christ.  Yet  we  must  also  heed  the  warning  of  the 
Methodist  historian  David  Duncan  Wallace  who  wrote  that  "loyality  to  our 
ancestors  should  not  include  loyality  to  their  mistakes."  What  we  gain  through 
the  study  of  the  past  should  enable  us  to  move  forward  in  our  faithfulness  to 
Christ,  avoiding  a  repetition  of  mistakes  earlier  made. 

All  time  is  divided  into  past,  present  and  future.  Into  our  yesterdays,  todays 
and  tomorrows.  Our  past  has  been  of  long  duration.  For  two  centuries  Unity 
Presbyterian  Church  has  stood  as  a  beacon  of  light  in  this  community,  seeking 
to  break  forth  continually  with  the  message  and  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
past  has  been  fruitful,  inspiring,  and  rich  in  the  accomplishments  of  the  men, 
women  and  children  who  have  served  here.  Does  this  knowledge  present  us 
with  a  challenge?  It  should. 

Do  the  lives  of  the  ministers  and  laity  of  past  generations,  and  their  contribu- 
tions to  the  moral  character  of  this  community  and  beyond  challenge  us  in  our 
faithfulness  to  Jesus  Christ?  They  should. 

Do  the  stories  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  gone  forth  from  here  as 
missionaries  and  ministers  of  the  Word  challenge  us  to  renew  our  efforts  to 
raise  up  prophets  from  within  our  midst?  They  should. 
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Do  the  expressions  of  faith  carved  on  the  tombstones  of  our  ancestors  in  faith 
challenge  us  to  more  consecrated  living?  They  should. 

Does  our  rich  heritage  of  seeking  out  and  meeting  the  needs  of  those  in  this 
community  and  beyond  evoke  in  us  a  desire  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  God 
speaking  of  new  areas  of  need  today?  It  should. 

The  present,  shortest  of  all  divisions  of  time,  for  it  lasts  but  a  moment  and  is 
gone.  In  that  brief  instant  we  act,  or  react;  we  speak  or  remain  silent;  we  shine 
forth  or  hide  in  the  shadows;  based  on  the  faith  and  convictions  previously 
instilled  in  our  minds  and  hearts.  Do  the  successes  and  failures  of  this  present 
day  challenge  us  to  deeper  study  of  God's  word,  and  a  richer  prayer  life,  that 
our  committment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  His  way  might  be  more  firmly  instilled? 
They  should. 

The  future,  the  longest  of  all  divisions  of  time  —  for  it  extends  into  eternity. 
Yet  it  is  the  only  one  for  which  we  are  permitted  to  make  long-range  prepara- 
tions. In  the  light  of  the  past  and  present,  are  we  challenged  to  claim  the 
benefits,  accept  the  responsibilities,  and  live  our  lives  as  faithful  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ?  I  pray  we  are. 

Are  we  challenged  to  make  more  "diligent  use  of  the  means  of  grace" 
afforded  to  us?  I  pray  we  are. 

Are  we  challenged  to  "study  to  show  ourselves  approved  unto  God"?  I  pray 
we  are. 

Are  we  challenged  to  "train  up  our  children  in  the  way  they  should  go"  so 
that  they  will  not  depart  from  the  ways  of  our  Lord?  I  pray  we  are. 

Are  we  challenged  toward  a  pure  religion  which  is  to  "visit  orphans  and 
widows  in  their  affliction  and  keep  oneself  unstained  from  the  world"?  I  pray 
we  are. 

Are  we  challenged  to  feed  the  hungry,  give  drink  to  the  thirsty,  welcome  the 
stranger,  clothe  the  naked,  visit  the  sick  and  the  imprisoned,  and  do  all  we  can 
for  "the  least  of  these,  my  brethren"?  I  pray  we  are. 

And  are  we  challenged  to  "go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel"? 
Emphatically,  I  pray  we  are. 

Our  yesterdays,  todays  and  tomorrows  on  this  earth  are  few  —  whether  they 
be  two  and  one  hundred  and  two.  Few  compared  to  the  two  hundred  years  this 
church  has  stood;  few  compared  to  the  nearly  two  thousand  years  the  Christian 
church  has  stood;  few  compared  to  the  eternity  of  God.  Yet  the  Christian 
church,  and  Unity  church  have  had  a  positive  impact  on  our  world.  And  we  can 
continue  to  do  so,  if  we  accept  the  challenges  God  places  before  us,  counting 
not  the  cost,  but  going  forward  relying  on  the  "grace  that  is  sufficient"  to  meet 
those  challenges. 

History  is  made  each  time  we  accept  and  meet  the  challenges  God  places 
before  us.  Leaning  on  the  "rock  from  which  you  were  hewn"  and  trusting  in 
Jesus  Christ  who  "is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow",  I  invite  you 
into  the  third  century  of  Unity  Presbyterian  Church;  that  we  might  meet  the 
challenges,  and  make  history  —  in  Unity! 
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TWO  HUNDRED  YEARS 

(Bicentennial  Hymn) 

(Tune:  "Jesus  Shall  Reign") 

(Written  by  David  L.  Henry,  1988) 

1.  Praise  be  to  God  for  all  His  care, 
Blessing  His  people  here  is  love. 
Standing  with  those  who  still  remain, 
Till  they  shall  stand  with  Him  above. 

2.  Jesus,  the  Head  of  this  His  church, 
Called  on  His  people  to  obey. 

He  built  a  church  in  this  wilderness, 
Where  it  still  stands  to  show  the  way. 

3.  From  Calvary's  tree  to  Potneck  Road, 
God's  Holy  Spirit  led  the  way. 
Today  He  leads  us  with  our  load, 
Speaking  His  message  in  our  day. 

4.  Two  hundred  years  we've  been  the  light 
Throughout  the  years  we've  been  the  voice 
His  Word  we've  spread  from  Unity, 
Guide  us,  still  Lord,  by  your  own  choice. 

Amen. 
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Academy  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

111 
Adams,  (Rev)  James  35 
Alamance  Presbyterian  Church  85 
Aldie  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia)  82 
Alexander,  (Rev.)  C.  Spears  226 
Alexander,  C.  Spears  226 
Alexander,  Mildred  Click  226 
Alexander,  Mullie  120 
Alexander,  (Rev.)  S.C.  28 
Allred,  Steve  238,  239 
Alspaugh  Presbyterian  Church  125 
Ames,  Amanda  107 
Anderson,  (Rev)  R.  B.  49 
Apopka  First,  Presbyterian  Church  (Fla.~ 

212 
Appomattox  Presbyterian  Church 

(Virginia)  80 
Arbordale  Presbyterian  Church  209 
Armfield,  (Rev.)  Joseph  Henry,  Jr.  139- 

147,  181,  207,  217,  219,  221,  222, 

235 
Armfield,  Joseph  Henry,  Sr.  139 
Armfield,  Vivian  Pegram  139 
Arrowood,  (Rev.)  Charles  Flinn  92, 

194-195 
Arrowood,  Mary  Ann  Fronabarger  92 
Arrowood,  (Rev.)  Robert  Silvanus  90-97, 

194,  199,  211,  235 
Arrowood,  (Rev.)  Robert  South  92,  93, 

94,  198-199 
Arrowood,  William  92 
Asheboro  Presbyterian  Church  85 


B 

Back  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  26,  27, 

28,  98,  155,  192 
Backstrom,  Sarah  Jane  73 
Bailey,  Helen  102,  129,  162,  181,  188, 

202-207,  213,  217,  227 
Bailey,  Ira  T.  100,  131,  237 
Bailey,  John  A.  79,  237 


Bailey,  Radford  B.  78,  94,  105,  203,  235 

236,  238 
Bailey,  Robert  238,  239 
Bailey,  Sarah  Thomason  203 
Bailey,  W.  D.  237,  238 
Bailey,  W.  R.  99,  237 
Banks  Presbyterian  Church  111 
Banner  Elk  Presbyterian  Church  209,  228 
Barium  Springs  Orphanage  (Home  for 

Children)  76,  90,  113,  199 
Beall,  (Rev.)  B.  L.  72 
Beech  Street  Presbyterian  Church  (SC) 

159 
Belk,  Michael  L.  238,  239 
Belk,  Steven  R.  236,  238 
Bensalem  Presbyterian  Church  93 
Benson,  G.  Sidney  236,  237 
Berkeley  Springs  Presbyterian  Church 

(WVa)  82 
Bethany  Presbyterian  Church  26,  33,  48, 

65,  71,  92 
Bethany  Presbyterian  Church  (Orange 

Presby.)  192 
Bethel  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Bethel  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  212 
Bethesda  Presbyterian  Church  71,  92 
Bethesda  Presbyterian  Church  (Orange 

Presby.)  117 
Bethpage  Presbyterian  Church  92 
Big  Rockfish  Presbyterian  Church  104 
Blair,  (Dr.)  J.  Allen  181 
Bloomfield  Presbyterian  Church  144 
Bolton  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  107 
Bonham  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas)  85 
Booth,  Jessamine  Roberts  196,  226 
Bost,  Fred  237,  238,  239,  240 
Bost,  Hobert  146,  148,  236,  237 
Bost,  John  237 
Bost,  Kathi  148 
Bost,  Mildred  157 
Bost,  R.  Lanny  238,  239 
Bost,  Robert  F.  146,  159,  235,  236,  237, 

239 
Boyd,  Elizabeth  73 
Boyd,  Robert  B.  73 
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Bovd,  (Rev.)  Robert  Warren  73-80,  234, 

235 
Brackett,  Charles  Newell  63 
Brackett,  (Rev.)  Gilbert  Robbins  62-65, 

234 
Brackett,  Lucv  Gav  63 
Brazell,  Catherine' 145,  148-151,  217, 

220,  221,  227 
Brindley,  Carl  145,  146,  147,  235,  236 
Brittain  Presbyterian  Church  80,  88,  89 
Broadway  Presbyterian  Church  (Missouri) 

194 
Brooksville  Presbyterian  Church  (Fla.) 

212 
Brown,  B.  R.  118,  234,  237 
Brown,  Elizabeth  Holmes  71 
Brown,  (Rev.)  Edward  D.  101 
Buffalo  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Buie,  Nannie  104 
Bullock,  Albert  Rowland  159 
Bullock,  Flora  Katie  McLeod  159 
Bullock,  (Rev.)  Malcolm  McLeod 

157-168,  181,  207,  228,  235 
Bullock,  Sally  Anne  159 
Burlington  Presbyterian  Church  85 
Burlington  Presbyterian  Church  (WVa)  82 
Burton,  Helen  Thomason  149 
Bverlv,  H.  E.  155,  235,  237 


Calhoun  Falls  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.) 

155 
Calhoun,  (Rev.)  George  179 
Cabin,  John  1 ,  2 
Cambridge  Bible  Presbyterian  Church 

(Iowa)  220 
Campbell,  (Rev.)  Isaac  Newton  89-83, 

235 
Campbell,  John  C.  80 
Campbell,  Mary  Harrison  80 
Candor  Presbyterian  Church  93,  94 
Carmichael,  Annie  120 
Carmichael,  Edward  1 20 
Carmichael,  (Rev.)  Herbert  Corwin 

118-122,  235 
Carson,  William  79,  99,  237 
Cassady,  Enoch  C.  1 17 
Cassadv,  (Rev)  Henrv  Harrison  117-118, 

235  ' 
Cassady,  Mary  Kelly  1 1  7 
Castanea  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  75, 

88 
Cedar  Springs  Presbyterian  Church  (Knox 

Presby.)  107 
Centre  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Chandler,  (Rev.)  A.  E.  72 
Charleston,  Second  Presbyterian  Church 

(SC)  63 
Cheek,  John  Maxie  161.  169,  176,  182. 

236 


Cherry ville  Presbyterian  Church  101 
Chimney  Rock  Presbyterian  Church  1  18 
Clark,  Frances  Reid  109 
Clark,  (Rev.)  J.  M.  107,  123 
Cleveland  Presbyterian  Church  92,  95, 

98,  99,  100,  104,  120,  125,  134,  208 
Clifford,  B.  G.  72 
Cliffwood  Presbyterian  Church  (Georgia) 

159 
Click,  Edward  237 
Click,  Mae  Moore  240 
Cline,  Beulah  Marie  201 
Clinchfield  Presbyterian  Church  212 
Cole,  Clarence  C.  237 
Collier,  Francis  Charles  169 
Collier,  (Rev.)  Frank  Charles  169-176, 

182,  235 
Collier,  Margaret  McQueen  169 
Colton,  (Rev.)  Simon  69 
Concord  Associate  Reformed  Pres. 

Church  220 
Concord  Female  College  (Mitchell 

College)  71 
Concord,  First  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Concord 

Town.)  43 
Concord  Presbyterian  Church  (Statesville) 

31 
Cooleemee  Presbyterian  Church  94,  95, 

111, 228 
Correll,  Eubert  T.  236,  238 
Correll,  E.  Talton  146,  236,  237,  238 
Correll,  Russell  Lee  146,  237,  240 
Correll,  Sadie  157 
Correll,  Samuel  E.  236,  238,  239 
Coulter,  Sarah  Bailey  240 
Cowan,  Maria  P.  48 
Craig,  (Rev.)  E.  M.  123 
Craighead,  (Rev.)  Alexander  5 
Crossnore  Presbyterian  Church  1  1  1 
Cross  Roads  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Culbertson,  Daniel  233 
Culbertson,  Frances  Knox  191 
Culbertson,  Gillespie  232,  235 
Culbertson,  J.  K.  86,  131,  237 
Culbertson,  Richard  45,  89,  94,  191,  233, 

235,  236,  237 

Culbertson,  (Rev.)  Richard  Watt  77,  104, 

113,  191-193 
Culbertson,  Samuel  10,  17,  18,  37,  192, 

232,  235 
Culbertson,  Samuel  Knox  233.  235 
Culbertson,  S.  Steele  106,  239 
Culdee  Presbyterian  Church  93 

D 

Dallas  Presbyterian  Church  101 
DeKalb  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Mississippi) 

144 
Deal,  Carl  L.  130,  132,  147,  181.  235, 

236,  237.  239,  240 
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Deal,  Gail  169 

Deal,  Robert  236,  237,  238,  239 

Delaplane  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

82 
Delgado  Presbyterian  Church  196 
Dickson,  Mary  Louise  92,  194 
Donaldson  Academy  69 
Duncan's  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  88, 

89 
Dye,  Merle  Jr.  181,  230 
Dyersburg  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

40 

E 

Eagle  Springs  Presbyterian  Church  93 

Ebenezer  Academy  33,  65 

Edson,  Ruth  Bost  240 

Eidson,  Margaret  Bost  240 

El  Campo  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas) 

194 
Eldermont  Presbyterian  Church  120 
Elise  Presbyterian  Church  93 
Ellendale  Presbyterian  Church  125 
Eller,  Lynnette  239 
Ellerbe  Presbyterian  Church  93 
Elmira  Presbyterian  Church  120 
Elmwood  Presbyterian  Church  92,  98, 

99,  208 
Enfield  Presbyterian  Church  196 
Euphronia  Presbyterian  Church  93 
Excelsior  Springs  Pres.  Ch.  (Mississippi) 

94 


Faust,  (Rev.)  Milton  155,  157,  169,  176, 

179 
Fayetteville  Presbyterian  Church  69,  190 
Felton,  Clara  Venetia  219 
Fifth  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  67,  71, 

92 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Mocksville  — 

see  Joppa 
Flat  Rock  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  45 
Fleming,  Albert  Henderson  219,  220, 

237 
Fleming,  David  238,  239 
Fleming,  Eva  Nell  Shook  219,  220 
Fleming,  Gwendolyn  (Jinks)  149, 

217,221 
Fleming,  Junius  S.  Jr.  237,  238 
Fleming,  Junius  S.  Sr.  146,  147,  150,  169, 

235,  236,  237,  238,  239,  240 
Fleming,  Karen  182,  238,  239 
Fleming,  Lillie  Burton  211 
Fleming,  Louise  162,  213,  217-219,  239 
Fleming,  Mary  Rosa  Wetmore  196 
Fleming,  Nathan  238 
Fleming,  (Rev.)  Nathan  Neelv  Jr. 

196-198,  226 


Fleming,  Nathan  Neely  Sr.  94,  105,  196, 

226,  235,  236,  238 
Fleming,  Robert  H.  129,  130,  147,  155, 

157,  217,  221,  235,  236,  237,  238 
Fleming,  (Rev.)  Russell  196,  226 
Fleming,  (Rev.)  Walter  Paige  151,  219 
Fleming,  Wilson  Krider  220-221 
Foard,  John  C.  37,  83,  233,  235,  236 
Fourth  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  —  see 

Statesville,  First  Presbyterian  Church 
Fraley,  Ashbel  S.  50-61   ' 
Fralev,  Jacob  L.  52,  61 
Fraley,  (Dr.)  Jesse  R.  51,  52,  61 
Fraley,  John  37 
Franklin  Presbvterian  Church  32,  39,  48, 

60,  75,  80,  85,  89,  92,  98,  99,  101, 

104,  120,  125,  134,  190,  194,  198, 

234 
Freeman,  (Rev.)  Souathan  O.  32 
Friendship  Presbyterian  Church  144 
Frost,  (Rev.)  S.  Milton  41 
Furr,  C.  A.  237 


Gammon,  (Rev.)  Richard  R.  Ill 

Garth,  (Rev.)  J.  G.  200 

Gillean,  Abraham  10,  11,  17,  18,  20,  232, 

235 
Gillean,  C.  Harlan  146.  149,  237,  238 
Gillean,  Clarence  146,  147,  235,  236 
Gillean,  Kenneth  146,  228,  236,  237, 

238 
Gillean,  Mozelle  157,  228-230 
Gillean,  Troy  73,  221 
Glenwood  Presbyteria*  Church  199 
Gihvood  Presbyterian  Church  193 
Goodson,  Suzanne  151 
Gould,  (Rev.)  Daniel  32 
Graham,  (Rev.)  Billy  225 
Graham  Presbyterian  Church  67 
Grandfather  Home  for  Children  229,  230 
Grant,  Susan  Bennett  149,  152 
Gray,  Andrew  36,  233,  235 
Grav,  J.  Kenneth  236,  239 
Gray,  Thomas  S.  161,  169,  236 
Greensboro,  First  Presbyterian  Church 

141 
Greenwood  Presbyterian  Church  211 
Griers  Presbyterian  Church  117,  192 
Griswold,  (Rev.)  Samuel  69 

H 

Haire,  Ruth  179 
Hall,  Edith  232 

Hall,  (Rev.)  James  24,  26,  27,  31,  33 
Hall,  Livie  (Olivia)  C.  35 
Hall,  Newbury  F  37,  233,  237 
Hall,  (Rev.)  William  Alexander  11,  13,  28, 
32,  33-43,  231,  232,  233,  234,  236 
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Hamilton,  (Rev.)  W.  S.  117 

Handler,  (Dr.)  John  M.  179 

Harrisburg  Presbyterian  Church  99 

Hastings,  Bobbie  186 

Haw  fields  Presbyterian  Church  196 

Hay,  (Rev.)  S.  H.'  113 

Henderson,  (Rev.)  Miles  Abernathv 

87-90,  163,  235 
Hendersonville  Presbyterian  Church 

(Tenn.)  107 
Henry,  Bettv  R.  178 
Henry,  (Rev.)  David  Lee  148,  151,  176- 

186,  206,  207,  235,  239 
Henrv,  Jacqueline  Rentz  178,  239 
Henry.  Roy  S.  178,  179 
Hepzibah  Presbyterian  Church  101 
Higgensville  Presbvterian  Church 

(Missouri)  194 
Historical  Foundation  (Montreat)  209 
Holliman,  Gwendolyn  Fleming  221-222 
Homestead  Presbvterian  Church  (Florida) 

107 
Honev  Grove  Presbvterian  Church 

(Texas)  85 
Hood,  Davyd  Foard  127 
Hope  Mills  Presbyterian  Church  104 
Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church  118,  160 
Hurst,  Janie  Lee  Hart  240 


Immanuel  Presbvterian  Church  (China 

Grove)  176,  179 
Indian  Trail  Presbvterian  Church  107, 

118 
Isenhour,  Daniel  A.  213 
Isenhour,  Estelle  —  see  Wilkerson, 

Estelle  Isenhour 
Isenhour,  Evelyn  Kluttz  —  see  Watson, 

Evelyn 
Ivy,  Harriet  Gibbs  117 

J 

Jackson,  Andrew  24 
Jamestown  Presbyterian  Church  85 
John  Cabin  Presbvterian  Church  179 
Johnson,  (Rev.)  F.  D.  68 
Johnston,  Anna  192 
Johnston,  (Rev.)  Robert  Z.  63 
Joppa  Presbvterian  Church  27,  32,  35, 
40,  43,  45,  48,  65,  190,  231,  232 

K 

Kenley  Presbyterian  Church  99 

Kev  West,  First  Presbvterian  Ch.  (Fla.) 

212 
Kilpatrick,  (Rev.)  Abner  Williamson  25, 

189-190 
Kilpatrick,  Andrew  23 


Kilpatrick,  (Rev.)  Joseph  Dickey  14, 

23-31,  33,  35,  40,  46,  189,  190,  231, 

234 
Kilpatrick,  (Rev.)  Josiah  James  25,  28, 

190-191 
Kilpatrick,  Margaret  Dickey  24,  25,  189, 

190 
Kilpatrick,  Rulus  Hall  190 
Kilpatrick,  William  23 
Kilpatrick,  William  Morton  190 
Kincaid,  James  9,  11,  231,  235 
Kingstree  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  212 
Kluttz,  Elizabeth  Wetmore  240 
Kluttz,  Margie  Wetmore  240 
Kluttz,  Robert  Keith  240 
Kluttz,  Toni  239 
Kluttz,  Walter  Bryan  Jr.  238 
Kluttz,  Walter  Bryan  Sr.  146,  237 
Knox,  John  3 
Kolher,  (Rev.)  Robert  206 
Krider,  (Rev.)  Barnabas  Scott  46-50,  63, 

64,  192,  234 
Krider,  Jacob  46 
Krider,  Sarah  Wood  46 


Lakewood  Presbvterian  Church  (Georgia) 

159 
Lancaster  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  107 
Leaksville  Presbyterian  Church  85 
Lebanon  Presbvterian  Ch.  (Knox  Presbv.) 

107 
Lee  Park  Presbyterian  Church  125 
Lenoir  Presbyterian  Church  46 
Lexington,  First  Presbyterian  Church  212 
Lincoln,  Abraham  45 
Lippard,  Edith  1 49 
Lippard,  Henrv  G.  94,  194,  235 
Lippard,  J.  A.  238 
Lippard,  John  H.  129,  130,  147.  235, 

236,  238,  239 
Lippard,  Jonas  86,  235 
Lippard,  (Rev.)  Raymond  Clinton  80,  194 
Little  Britain  Presbyterian  Church  —  see 

Britain  Presbvterian  Church 
Little,  (Rev.)  C.  H.  122 
Little  Riser  Presbvterian  Church  (S.C.) 

63 
Lockridge,  Eliza  Catherine  80 
Locust  Presbyterian  Church  120 
Lowell  Presbvterian  Church  155 
Lowery,  (Rev!)  Ivan  68,  181 
Louisa  Presbvterian  Church  (Virginia) 

198 
Low  Moor  Presbvterian  Church  (Virginia) 

111 
Luther,  Martin  1 
Lverlv,  Daniel  Alexander  199 
Lyerly,  Eubert  C.  145,  147,  235,  236 
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Lyerly,  Jacob  233,  235 

Lverly,  Jacob  Jr.  37,  237 

Lyerly,  Joseph  G.  86,  105,  109,  211,  237, 

239 
Lyerly,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Rice  199 
Lyerly,  (Rev.)  Marion  Graham  95,  100, 

109,  210-213 
Lyerly,  Mary  Catherine  Lyerly  211 
Lyerly,  R.  C.  100,  237 
Lyerly,  (Rev.)  Samuel  Badger  95,  114, 

117,  199-202 
Lyerly,  Walter  L.  115,  130,  235,  236 

M 

Macedonia  Presbyterian  Church  93 

Mac,  (Rev.)  J.  B.  72 

Madison  Presbyterian  Church  85 

Makemie,  Francis  4 

Marlin,  James  8,  11,  20,  231,  235 

Marlin,  John  17,  18,  232,  235 

Marlin,  John  Pickney  49,  234,  235 

Marlin,  Joseph  8,  11,  235 

Marlin,  Samuel  37,  232,  235,  236 

Mars  Hill  Presbyterian  Church  (Knox 

Presby.)  107 
Marshall  Presbvterian  Church  (Virginia) 

82 
McCorkle,  (Rev.)  Samuel  Eusebius  23,  24, 

26 
McDaniel,  James  S.  146,  235 
McDowell  Presbyterian  Church  212 
McKinney,  Bessie  Beroot  196 
McKinney,  Fred  Galleton  222 
McKinney,  (Rev.)  Hugh  Lee  222-226 
McKinney,  Margaret  Fleming  222 
McKinnon  Presbvterian  Church  199 
McNeill,  George  R.  79,  237 
McNeil,  Margarette  Kirkland  71 
McPheeters,  (Rev.)  William  43 
Middle  Octorara  Presbvterian  Church  16, 

178,  179 
Midway  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Midway  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  212 
Miller,  (Rev.)  Cornelius  83-88,  101-102, 

235 
Miller,  James  M.  85 
Miller,  John  C.  233,  235 
Miller,  Marion  Robertson  Spears  85 
Mitchel,  (Rev.)  William  120 
Mocksville,  First  Presbyterian  Church  — 

see  Joppa 
Moody,  Jean  171 
Moore,  Barron  O.  157,  237,  238 
Moore,  Hester  Click  240 
Moore,  James  Samuel  115,  130,  235, 

236,  237 
Moore,  James  Summers  146,  147,  161, 

169,  235,236,  237,  240 
Moore,  Ralph  G.  146,  237,  240 
Moore,  Ralph  Neely  237,  238 


Moore,  Rick  238,  239 

Moore,  Sue  186 

Moore,  Mary  Cole  240 

Moore,  Nell  Kluttz  240 

Morgan,  Joe  238 

Morgan,  S.  H.  146,  237 

Morganton  Presbyterian  Church  88,  117 

Morris,  Jimmy  237 

Morrison,  (Rev.)  Hall  88 

Mt.  Carmel  Presbyterian  Church 

(Virginia)  226 
Mt.  Carmel  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

40,  107 
Mt.  Holly  Presbyterian  Church  101 
Mt.  Pleasant  Presbyterian  Church  201 
Mt.  Vernon  Presbyterian  Church  39, 

67-69,  72,  181 
Munroe,  (Rev.)  Colin  A.  97,  101,  104 
Munroe,  (Rev.)  Dugald  85,  101-106,  235 
Munroe,  Isabell  Jane  Cameron  104 
Munroe,  Peter  M.  104 
Murray,  Margaret  199 
Murray,  Mary  Dimoek  199 
Myers,'  Dickie  181,  227-228 
Myers,  Jimmy  237 
Myers,  Kim  181,  227-228 


N 

Nahalah  Presbvterian  Church  196 

Nesbit,  Talmage  146,  236,  237,  238,  240 

New  Amity  ARP  Church  220 

New  Bern  Presbyterian  Church  201 

Newman,  Louise  Theresa  63 

Newton  Presbyterian  Church  104 

Ney,  Peter  Stuart  65 

Nicholson,  (Rev.)  Wilburn  Avery  109-115, 

235 
Nolly,  Ann  37 

North  Wilson  Presbyterian  Church  111 
Norview  Presbvterian  Church  (Virginia) 

172 


o 

Oakboro  Presbyterian  Church  120 
Oakland  Presbyterian  Church  99 
Oakland  Presbvterian  Church  (Virginia) 

111 
Oplinger,  Milton  Elmer  123 
Oplinger,  (Rev.)  Nathan  Elmer  123-139, 

148,  217,  222,  235 
Oplinger,  Nathan  132 
Oplinger,  Phoebe  Jane  Hackethorn  123 
Oplinger,  Phoebe  134 
Oplinger,  Sadie  Somers  —  see  Somers, 

Sadie  Watt 
Orr,  John  237 
Otterwood  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

111 


466 


Paisley,  (Rev.)  William  43 
Parker,  (Rev.)  J.  Kenton  153 
Parker,  Shirlev  153 
Parks,  (Rev.)  G.  D.  63 

Patrick,  Thomas  L.  237 

Patterson  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  82 

Patterson,  Joseph  15,  16,  20 

Patterson  Presbyterian  Church  (Concord) 

99 
Pembroke  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

194 
Penninger,  Nelson  72,  234,  235 
Penningtonville  Presbyterian  Church  (PA) 

178 
Perrell,  Larry  237,  238 
Perrell,  VV.  R.  (Willie)  146,  151,  157, 

161,  169,  179,  235,  236,  237,  238, 

239 
Petersburg  Presbyterian  Church  (WVa)  82 
Pharr,  (Rev.)  Hen'rv  N.  33 
Pharr,  (Rev.)  S.  C.  69,  72 
Pharr,  (Rev.)  W.  W.  63 
Phifer,  Elizabeth  S.  141 
Piedmont  Presbyterian  Church  (Orange 

Presby.)  120  ' 
Piedmont  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

111 
Pierce  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas)  194 
Pinehurst  Presbyterian  Church  93 
Pinetops  Presbyterian  Church  196 
Pineville  Presbyterian  Church  111 
Pisgah  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia)  1 1 1 
Pleasant  Grove  Presbyterian  Church  117 
Pleasant  Hills  Presbyterian  Church  193 
Pleasant  Springs  Pres.  Ch.  (Mississippi) 

144 
Poplar  Tent  Presbyterian  Church  193, 

211 
Powlas,  Jesse  72,  94,  234,  235 
Prevette,  Gay  186 
Prospect  Presbyterian  Church  33,  48, 

192 
Providence  Presbyterian  Church  98 


R 

Rankin,  (Rev.)  Jesse  43-46,  233.  234 
Raleigh,  First  Presbyterian  Church  201 
Rentz,  Jacqueline  Elaine  —  see  Henry, 

Jacqueline  Rentz 
Rice,  Edmund  45,  86,  233,  235,  237 
Rice,  George  L.  86,  237 
Rice,  Graham  146,  237 
Richmond  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Missouri) 

194 
Robison,  George  11,  17,  18,  20 
Robison,  Henrv  7,  231,  235,  237 
Rockwell,  (Rev.)  Elijah  Frink  69-73,  234 
Rockwell,  Joseph  R.  69 


Rockwell,  Sarah  Huntington  69 

Rocky  River  Presbyterian  Church  99,  101 

Rocky  River  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.) 

155 
Rose,  (Rev.)  J.  M.  88 
Rumple,  (Rev.)  J.  D.  25,  49,  67 
Rumple  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 

172 
Rutherfordton  Presbyterian  Church  80 


Sale  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

101 
Salem  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  63 
Salisbury,  First  Presbyterian  Church  43, 

199 
Sansbury,  (Dr.)  Daniel  181 
Saxapahaw  Presbyterian  Church  196 
Scales,  Mary  L.  85 
Scion  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.)  63 
Scotland  Neck  Presbyterian  Church  196 
Scottsburg  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Indiana)  194 
Sedberry,  Ray  237 
Shea,  (Rev.)  George  178 
Shearer  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Shemariah  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

80 
Sherrills  Ford  Presbyterian  Church  104 
Shiloh  Presbyterian  Church  104,  125 
Shytle,  Ray  239,  331 
Siler  Presbyterian  Church  118 
Singer,  (Dr.)  Gregg  155 
Six  Mile  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  1 1 1 
Slade,  Margaret  89 
Smallwood  Presbyterian  Church  212 
Smithfield  Presbyterian  Church  99 
Smylie,  (Dr.)  James  H.  187 
Smyrna  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Organe 

Presbytery)  2 1 1 
Smyrna  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.)  40 
Snively,  (Rev.)  Leonard  Topping  1 1 1 
Somers,  Sadie  Watt  125,  132,  148.  149, 

222 
Sparrow,  Anna  Grace  98,  208 
Speedwell  Presbyterian  Church  85,  21 1 
Spence,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hues  97 
Spence,  (Rev.)  Thomas  Hugh,  Jr.  98,  155, 

207-210,  231 
Spence,  (Rev.)  Thomas  Hugh,  Sr.  96-100, 

113,  208,  235 
Spence,  William  97 
Spencer,  Maria  Louise  107 
Spindale  Presbyterian  Church  118 
Springwood  Presbyterian  Church  S5 
St.  Elmo  Presbyterian  Church  125 
St.  Joseph  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Missouri) 

194 
St.  Paul's  Presbyterian  Church  201 
Stanfield  Presbyterian  Church  120 
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Statesville  Presbyterian  Church  (Fourth 

Creek)  67,  69,  71 
Steel  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  193 
Stokes,  Susan  85 

Stonev  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  192 
Stoney  Point  ARP  Church  220 
Stonev  Point  Presbyterian  Church  125 
Strasburg  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia) 

80 
Stuart's  Draft  Presbyterian  Ch.  (Virginia) 

76 
Sulpher  Springs  Presbyterian  Church 

(Texas)  107 
Sunset  Hills  Presbyterian  Church  120 
Swaim,  (Rev.)  J.  C.  176 
Swinkola,  Jim  230 


Tabor  Presbyterian  Church  48,  71 

Third  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  14,  23, 
26,  48,  50,  63,  65,  67,  71,  75,  92,  93, 
94,  98,  99,  104,  107,  196,  198,  208 

Thomason,  James  37,  233,  237 

Thomason,  Margaret  14 

Thomason,  William  37 

Thompson,  Susan  149,  151 

Thronwell,  (Dr.)  James  H.  65 

Tinkling  Springs  Presbyterian  Church 
(Virginia)  76 

Trenton  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.)  40 

Trott,  Frisby  18 

Trott,  Henry  14,  15,  16 

Trott,  James  10,  1 1,  17,  18,  20 

Trott,  John  S.  14,  15 

Trott,  Margaret  10,  11 

Trott,  Mary  14 

Trott,  Samuel  11,  232,  235 

Turnage,  Ann  181 

Turnage,  (Dr.)  Mac  181 

Turner  Presbyterian  Church  125 


u 

Union  City  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

201 
Union  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas)  195 
Union  Presbyterian  Church  (Virginia)  80 
Unity  Presbyterian  Church  (Mecklenburg 

Presby.)  75 


Varina  Presbyterian  Church  201 
Vizer,  (Rev.)  1 17 

w 

Waco  Presbyterian  Church  101 
Wagner,  C.  R.  238,  239 


Wallace,  (Rev.)  Albert  Emmons  107-109, 

235 
Wallace,  Isaac  Alexander  107 
Wallace,  Nancy  Keturah  McDonald  107 
Washington  Presbyterian  Church  65 
Washington  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

101 
Waterboro  Presbyterian  Church  (S.C.) 

107 
Watson,  Artie  238,  239 
Watson,  Donald  K.  146,  155,  157,  161, 

235,  236,  237,  238 
Watson  Evelyn  Kluttz  149,  213,  221 
Watson,  Jane  Morgan  169,  182,  238,  239 
Watson,  Libby  Wetmore  169,  238,  239 
Watts,  (Rev.)  Albertus  31,  32 
Watts,  Rachel  31 
Watts,  William  31 
Watts,  (Rev.)  William  Franklin  31-33, 

232,  234 
Watts,  (Rev.)  W.  B.  63 
Wells,  (Rev.)  Alan  Barling  153-157,  235 
Wells,  Edward  O.  (Mr.  and  Mrs.)  153 
Wells,  John  (Wails)  15,  16,  20 
Wentworth  Presbyterian  Church  85 
West  End  Presbyterian  Church  (Candor) 

93 
West,  Martha  179 
Wetmore,  Becky  186 
Wetmore,  C.  Harold  129,  130,  235 
Wetmore,  Clarence  Heber  240 
Wetmore,  Eddie  188 
Wetmore,  Edwin  H.  146,  155,  235,  236, 

237 
Wetmore,  Iva  Moore  240 
Wetmore,  James  Robert,  Jr.  (Bob)  161, 

169,  236,  237,  238 
Wetmore,  Libby  —  see  Watson,  Lbby 

Wetmore 
Wetmore,  Mary  Lee  240 
Wetmore,  Nancy  239 
Wetmore,  Thomas  Hugh,  Jr.  236,  238, 

239 
Wetmore,  William  Spence,  Jr.  (Bill)  237, 

238 
Wetmore,  William  Spence,  Sr.  (Spence) 

146,  157,  161,  169,  235,  236,  237, 

239, 240 
Wharey,  (Rev.)  J.  M.  89 
Wharton  Presbyterian  Church  (Texas)  194 
Whitesides,  Donnie  182,  238,  239 
White  Hall  Presbyterian  Church  101 
Williams,  C.  C.  (June)  157,  169,  236, 

237,  238 
Williams,  Fred  238,  239 
Williams  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 

120 
Wilkerson,  (Rev.)  Andrew  214 
Wilkerson,  Estelle  Isenhour  145,  162, 

179,  181,  213-217,  240 
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Wilkerson,  (Dr.)  Joseph  162,  179.  181,  Wood,  William  B.  65 

213-217  Worthville  Presbyterian  Church  85 

Williamson,  Thomas  232,  235 

Willow  Springs  Presbyterian  Church  20  1 

Wilmore  Presbyterian  Church  1 1  S 

Wilson,  (Rev.)  B.  O.  46  Y 

Wilson,  Kate  182,  236  Yancyville  Presbyterian  Church  1  17 

Wilson,  Roger  161,  169,  236,  237,  23S  Yorkville  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.) 

Wilson.  Samuel  9,  15,  16.  20,  231,  235 

Wilson,  William  9,  11,  15,  20,  232.  235 

Wolvin,  Laurie  149  Z 

Wood,  Margaret  Knox  65  Zion  Presbyterian  Church  101 

Wood,  (Rev.)  William  Andrew  64-6S,  72,  Zion  Presbyterian  Church  (Tenn.)   10 

234  Zwingli,  Huldrich  1 
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